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PREFACE. 



Biographers have occastonallj', though perhnpE 
mconsciously, g-Iided into two opposite extremes : they 
txe either depreciated the character of their subjects, 
r over-rated their excellencies. To the former extreme 
lieyhave been led in various ways; and in none, among 
lie less offensive, more than in ■writing far and near for 
; and after securing their object, arranging the 
Biflerent materials in their works, like witnesses in a 
MDit of justice, to speak for the person in question. 
[Tub, t» say the least, is putting the subject on his trial. 
■t is in this way that the Life of that excellent man, the 
•te Rev. William Bramwell, has been doomed to suffer, 
md permitted to be swelled to an useless extent, hy the 
niblicadau of opinions, which were never given with a 
Sew to appear in print ; and which, if even given for 
2iat purpose, would have the same weight with the 
[mblic that the " Naraes of Little Note, recorded in the 
Biographia Britannica," had with Cowper, especially in 
nipport of the character of >iuch a man ; a man who 
nquired no such adventitious aid, but who, after all the 
■s and parings of those who least admired him. 
md with only a tithe of his wisdom, looked upon him 
IB a weak enthusiast, would have stood a lovely tree in 
the vineyard of the lord, refreshing many with his ver- 



dure, protecting them with his shade, and enriching then 
with the weight and luxuria.nce of his fruit* When m 
author ie reduced to the necessity of gohig abroad iof' 
quest of character for his subject, it is but too evldenl 
that the subject has not been sufficiently at home witS 
himself to he known; or. that, in addition to a paucity oJ 
material, there is either incapacity for the work, or 
doubts of the propriety of its execution. In the present 
case, either the writer has not humility to spare for such 
condescension, or he wishes not to degrade his subjec 
Having no internal miagivings, no suapicion, he com 
de» his hero aol as on his trial, but one aghast whc 
no charge is preferred, and therefore deems the v 
box uimeceBBary. Let him not, however^ be misunde* 
Btood ; for though he has gone in quest of materials, 1 
has not gone in search of character. He haa procun 
materials, inorderto form an opinion of his own; mateni 
which rose out of a character already/oruied — -achaxactN 
embodied in a "living epistle" before the public, "i 
and read of alli" and but for which character, i 
materials would not have existed. 

The other extreme into which biographer 
fallen, has had ila rise in an overweening anxiety ai 
partiality, inducing them on the one baud to render tl 
character as perfect as possible, in order to secure on t^ 
other an ample share of the good opinion of tlie reader. 
Here the writer has again to plead disinclination. He 
haa taken up the character of Samuel Hick as it irmt, not 
a« he wuhed it, nor as it ou^k to be ; and haa left the 
man aa he found him— in the rouffh, and unadorned : 
Bomewbat resembling tlie block of marble upon which 




r At int efforts of the artist hare been eiii{)kn-«<i. «lwn 
mite bamaa form has been brou^t oot of the □ 



I whose core are to be found all those hidden 
ities whii^ give beauty to the sur&ce, oalr waiting 
b nusterty hand of a Phidias, for the purpose of itn- 
I.JHting grace, and polizh, and finl^. 

the circumataaces nnder which the following pages 
rammenced, were carried on, and completed, are these; 
The good man whose life and character ther profe « to 
portray, deposited with the writer, abont three Te«n 
)inoT to the period of his dissolution, some papers, with 
a Ademn injunction to prepare them for publication. 
Thete papers were found to coimprise broken matsrials 
of personal history, such as he himself alone was capable 
of throwing together, and such as it would fall to the lot 
of but few, without previous and personal acquaintance, 
to be able to separate and decipher, llie pledge of 
preparation was given, without the specification of time, 
on either side, for its fulfilment. Such was Ibehetero- 
gMieal character of the papers, and such the complexion 
of many of the facts and incidents, that some irf the 
former were totally useless, and some of the latter unfit 
to meet the public eye ; the whole requiring another 
language, and bare allusion being gufficient in many in- 
stancee where unpiification had been iudulged. Some 
time previous to the decease of the subject, a degree of 
impatience was expressed for the completion of the 
Memoir : but as no lime had been originally specified, 
and as it was known that the good man was imprudently 
pushed on to request its publication during life, by 
injudicious friendship, the work, in mercy to himself, 
and for the atill higher honour of the religion he pro- 
fessed, nor leas richly enjoyed, was purposely delayed ; 
and delayed the longer, from an impression that nothing 
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short of the publication of the wUole would give 
tion. The writer's vow being still upon hitn, addi 
which, hnving been urged by others to furnish the pi 
with a biographical account of the deceased, he h 
employed of the papers tbua referred to, together 
others which have since been put into his handa I 
different friends, whatever he has found convertible to 
the purpose of affording instruction to the Christii 
community, as illuatrative of the grace and provideno 
(if God ; the whole combining to furnish a living expod 
tion of what has proceeded from the iource of trud 
where it ie affirmed, that " God hath chosen thefooUt 
thingt of the world to confound the wise ; and God Aa| 
cho»ea the weak tAiags of the world to con/ouad the thia^ 
which are mighty -, and base things of the world, and /Aiaj 
whifh tire despised, huth God chosen, yea, and things uAji 
are not, to bring to nought the things that are .- that I 
fiegh shouldglory in his presence." 

It mny be proper to mention, that some time afU 
the death of Siunuel Hick, the writer learned, by a 
apjilicutiun being made to Inm for materials, that lu 
person hod it in contemplation to prepare a Memoiril 
hut it was too late; lie had gone too far to recede ; 
na ho could not conceive wliat virtue his MS. c 
derive from the simple process of passing through I 
second person's hand to the presn, or what advantage h 
could reiip by jilmiing the fruit of his labour a 
posolof one whohod neither held the plough nor scattere 
the seed into the furrows, he preferred appearing b 
fore the public in hifl own name, without idlowing ti 
imperfections of his giages to be charged upon otheraj 
or their merit — should tliey |)os8esii any — to be claimed 
by any but their legitimate owner. l| 

Among the pcr^ons l<i whom the wriliT has to ac- 
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knowledge his obligations for information respecting 
tbe subject of the Memoir, he would not omit his friend^ 
Mr. William Dawson, of Bambow, near Leeds, to 
whom the work is inscribed, — ^the Rev. Messrs. H. 
Beech, A. Learoyd, J. Hanwell, T. Harris, and J. Road- 
house, together with Mr. Robert Watson, son-in-law 
of the deceased, and other branches of the fEunily — the 
latter furnishing him with the use of his correspondence. 
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SECOND EDITION. 



r JhE first impression of this Memoir Imving been sold 
in about the space of one month after its publication, 
md several orders remaining unfulfilled, the nTiter has 
htta induced to send forth a second. Though any at- 
tempt to conceal his pleasure in the success of the 
Foiume, would appear sheer affectation, he is fur from 
attributing the favour with which it has heeo received 
to the manner in which he has performed his task ; for, 
had it not been for the ^Ki/fCf— which may be considered 
in some respects new in biography, and as holding the 
same relation to serious reading, as a novel bears to the 
graver character of historical details, the volume might 
have shared the same fate as many superior compositions 
— that of falling dead from the press. The literary 
world has heard a good deal lately respecting the ro- 
mance of history; and they have here an approach to the 
romance of religious biography. Such forms of expres- 
sion, the writer is aware, are liable to objection ; but he 
is unable at present to find a more appropriate term to 
express his views and feelings in penning the life of 
Samuel Hick — a character so singular, and yet so emi- 
nently devoted to God and to the best interests of man. 
TTie reader will find some errors corrected in the 
Bent edition, which had found their way into the 
— several newincidents and anecdotes introduced, 
tt public address appended, which the subject of 
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the Memoir delivered in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 
It is not improbable, that many of the facts stated in 
both editions, may assume a new face to several readers 
— so much so, perhaps, as scarcely to be recognised by 
those who may be in possession of the hundredth oral 
edition; but to such persons as are aware how much the 
same tale will become metamorphosed, in its passage 
through a score of different lips and minds, it will not 
be surprising that the writer should differ in some im- 
portant particulars from vague report. He might state 
that he has received communications from different per- 
sons, each professing to have received the intelligence 
from the lips of Samuel himsdf, yet widely different 
often, both in the prinei{^ and in the detail. This could 
be accounted for from the circumstance of Samuel hav- 
ing entered into particulars in one instance, and only 
named the naked fact in another; and also from the 
different impressions produced on the minds of the per- 
sons themselves, none of whom might have thought of a 
publicity beyond the domestic circle ; and in each case 
the lapse of years seriously affecting the memory. Yet, 
with these inconveniencies, and others that will naturally 
suggest themselves to the reader, every individual is 
certain in the integrity of his heart, that his is the only 
CORRECT VBESION. This, as so many extraordinary tales 
have been handed round respecting the subject of the 
Memoir, is admonitory of caution ; and as the writer has 
had access to the original documents, as far as penned by 
the. subject himself, and from ovly part of which a mu- 
tilated copy has been obtained, any other separately 
published Life — under whatever pretensions — shoxild be 
received with suspicion, botii as to its details, and the 
motives for publication. 
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dure, protecting' Chem witli his shade, and enTicHing thi 
with the weight and luxuriance of his fruit.* When 
author is reduced to the necessity of going abroad 
quest of character for his subject, it is but too ev' ' 
that the subject hai> not been Eufhcientlj' at home 
himself to be known; or, that, in addition to a paucity 
material, there is either incapacity for the work, or 
doubts of theproprietyof its execution. In the preaent 
case, either tlie writer haa not humility to spare for siic 
coadeacension, or he wishes not to degrade his eubjed 
Having no iatemal ntisgivingg, no euEipicion, he coo^ 
den his hero not aa on his trial, but one against whQi 
no charge is preferred, and therefore deems the witneaj 
bos unueceaeary. l^t him not, however, 1 
stood ; for though he haa gone in quest of material*, 
has not gone ia search of character. He has procu 
materials, in order to form an opinion of Itis oti 
which rose out of a character already farmed—achajat^ef 
embodied iu a "living epiatk" before the public, 
and read of all;" aiid but for which diameter, a 
materials would not have existed. 

The other extreme into which biographers h 
fallen, has had its rise in an overweening aDxIety 
partiality, inducing them ou the one hand to render 
character aa per/eel as possible, in order to secure on 
other an ample shave of the good opinion of the re 
Here the writer has again to plead disinclination, 
has taken \ip tlie character of Samuel Hick as it uvm 
aa be unshed it, nor aa it ouffhi to be ; and hae left the 
man as he found him — ia the piiugh, and unadorned ■ 
aomewhat resembling the block of marble upon which 

• It ia with jilBUure that the writer learng, that a new Life of 
tbei.te Rev. WiTIi,m Br.mwell U for.l.-.oming, fro™ thepeu - 
J. fltimwell, Esq., of Dnriian. 






™e first efforts of the artist have been employed, where 
'^ Ituman form, has been brought out of the unliiiiahed 
"tisa, in whose core are to be found all those bidden 
quilitiea which give beauty to the aurfece, only waiting 
the masterty hand of a Phidias, for the purpose of im- 
puting grace, and polish, and finish. 

The circumstancea under which the following pages 
commenced, were carried on, and completed, are these; 
The good man whose life and character they profess to 
portray, deposited with the writer, about three years 
jnior to the period of his dissolution, some papers, with 
a BcJemn injunction to prepare them for publication. 
I Hiese papers were found to comprise brolten materials 
ftaf personal history, such as he himself alone was capable 
■df throwing together, and such as it would fall to the lot 
K«f butfew, without previous and personal acquaintance, 
B be able to separate and decipher. The pledge of 
reparation was given, without the specification of time, 
|ina either side, for its fulfilment. Such was the hetero- 
{eneal character of the papers, Hnd such the complexion 
B'pf many of the facts and incidtnts, that some of the 
llbrmer were totally useless, and some of the latter unfit 
I meet the public eye ; the whole requiring another 
;, and bare uUuuion being aufhcient in many in- 
Pltances where amplification had been indulged. Some 
time previous to the decease of the subject, a degree of 
impatience was expressed for the completion of the 
Memoir : but as no time had been originally specified, 
, and as it was known that the good man was imprudently 
I to request its publication during life, by 
qudicioue friendship, the work, iu mercy to himself, 
1 for the stiU higher honour of the rehgion he pro- 
id, nor less riciily enjoyed, was pnxposely delayed; 
A deltgrcd the longer, from an impressiou that nothing 
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) conceal his pleasure in the success of the 
iJuBie, would appear sheer affectation, he is far from 
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to the manner in which he has performed his task ; for, 
iditnot been for the suft/ecf — which may he considered 
s reipecta new in biography, and as holding the 
le relation to serious reading, as a novel bears to the 
ir character of historical details, the volume might 
have shared the same fate as many superior compositions 
—that of falling dead from the press. The literary 
world has heard a good deal lately respecting the ro- 
miuiee of history; and they have here an approach to the 
romance of religious biography. Such forms of expres- 
sion, the writer is aware, are liable to objection ; hut he 
IS unable at present to find a more appropriate term to 
I espresB his views and feelings in penning the life of 
I &inuel Hick — a character so singular, and yet so emi- 
ently devoted to God and to the best interests of man. 
; reader will find some errors corrected in the 
sent edition, which had found their way into the 
ler, — several newincidenta and anecdotes introduced, 
a public address appended, which the subject of 
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the Memoir delivered in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 
It is not in^robable, that many of the facts stated in 
both editions, may assume a new face to several readers 
— so much so, perhaps, as scarcely to be recognised by 
those who may be in possession of the hundredth oral 
edition; but to such persons as are aware how much the 
same tale will become metamorphosed, in its passage 
through a score of different lips and minds, it will not 
be surprising that the writer should differ in some im- 
portant particulars from vague report. He mi^t state 
that he has received communications from different per- 
sons, each professmg to have received the intelligence 
from the lips of Samuel himsdf, yet widely different 
often, both in the principle and in the detail. This could 
be accounted for from the circumstance of Samuel hav- 
ing entered into particulars in one instance, and only 
named the naked fEu;t in another; and also from the 
different impressions produced on the minds of the per- 
sons themselves, none of whom might have thought of a 
publicity beyond the domestic circle ; and in each case 
the lapse of years seriously affecting the memory. Yet, 
with these inconveniencies, and others that will naturally 
Huggest themselves to the reader, every individual is 
certain in the integrity of his heart, that his is the only 
CORRECT vsESiON. This, as so many extraordinary tales 
have been handed round respecting the subject of the 
Memoir, is admonitory of caution ; and as the writer has 
had access to the original documents, as far as penned by 
the subject himself, and from orAy part of which a mu- 
tilated copy has been obtained, any other separately 
published Life — under whatever pretensions — should be 
received with suspicion, both as to its details, and the 
motives for publication. 
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seniblaiiCL' of Christianity, thougb not sufficient 
to lead him to estublisli the practice of famiK 
prayer. 

Whatt'vpr was the knowledge M-h'ich the 
master imparted, Sanniers feelings and enqui- 
ries arc evident indications, that he was visited 
with " drawings from above;" and these were 
fostered soon after by a local preacher from 
York, of the name of Thomas Peace, who, whUe 
preaching on the " remission of sins," and insift- 
ing on a knowledge of it, confirmed by Scripture 
all that had been lieai'd from the lips of experi- 
ence in the barn. While the preacher wept, and 
expostulated with ttic people, Samuel looked, 
and listened, and also wept: but with him tbey 
were tears of sympathy ; for in his boyish sim- 
plicity, he concluded that the man must have jiia( 
come from the grave of his wife ; and with equal 
simplicity, on his return home, be enquired of liis 
master, who had become bis oracle, whether it 
was not on account of the death of his wife, that 
the preacher had been weeping. His master told 
him — and this is an additional proof of the light 
which he possessed — that the tenderness mani- 
fested, wan occasioned by the love of God which 
was shed abroad in his heart, inspiring iiim with 
love to his fellow-creatures. This was too high 
for Samuel's comprehension, but not beyond the 
eelings of bis heart. He loved the man while 
Hearing hnn preach, but loved him more now, 
ardently desired his return, and embraced every 
opportunity of attending his preachinc His 
fe'aof';"^^''^"""!'^"^^^"'''^-^'"^ S^-^t «"b. 
miud^ike^'^"r■%';°T''"''^'■'^^°'^'''? '" his 
««en h,8 thoughts down to the contemplation 
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of it£ particular j)»i'L«, wiili tlie exL-e|)tioii uf the 
ductriiie of parduu — aDil witlml, lie hu<l uut 
[lower over moral evil. 

In 1776] wbeii be bad attained bis eigbleenth 
year, it being customary for tbe young people 
of tbe neigbbonring towns and villages, to visit 
tbe city of York, on Wbit-Monday, in order to 
witness scenes of folly and dissipation, especially 
wrestling- male lies and liglits, tbe victors having 
prizes conferred u[)un tbeiu, be joined bis com- 
|ianioris, repaired to the spot, and bevame a 
spectator. But being naturally bunrnne, and 
not having undergone any course of brutal dis- 
eipliue, lo reuder callous tbe better and more 
tender teelings of bis heart, be was uot able to 
enter into the spirit of such gladiatorial scenes 
— scenes more worthy of Greece and of Rome 
in their pagan state, than of Christian Britain. 
This was uot bis clement ; it was to him a scene 
of " misery and cruelty," as be afterwards stated; 
and averting his eyes from the objects, be was 
suddenly attracted by another crowd of people, 
occupying another part of the same public 
ground, eucircling a person who was elevated 
for tlie occasion, and seemed by his attitude, to 
be haranguing his hearers. Samuel left his 
associates, and before tbe maddened yells and 
shouts of profanity had died upon his ear, and 
for which (fial car had not been tuned, he was 
saluted with a hymn; — the two extremes furnish- 
ing an epitome of heaven and hell — the one seen 
from the other, as the rich man beheld Lazarus, 
— only with this important difference, among 
others, — no impassable "gnlph" was "fixed" 
J^tween ; "so that they which would pass from" 
Hue to the other, miy;ht avail themselves of the 
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privilege. This was a muiiient of deep interest ; 
and oo tliissingle act,tlirougb the Divine Being's 
putttDg special lionuui- tipoa it, might binge, in 
a great measure, the bearings of his future life. 
He was partial to sin^ttg, and as the hymn was 
sung in ditferent parts, he was the nioredelighted. 
The conspicuous figure in the centre, w^as the 
late Richard Burdsall, of Yorit, father of the 
Rev. Juhn Burdsall, who had, with his usual 
daring, entered the liold against tbecneiiiy, and 
was mounted on what Samuel designated s 
"block," for the purpose of giving him a greater 
advantage over his auditory, while animadvert- 
ing on the profligacy of the times.* Mr Burd- 
sall was remarkably popular in his day, aitd was 
just such a character, as a preacher, as Sanauel, 
from the peculiar construction of his own mind, 
was likely to fix upon, — one who would, 
comparing the one with the other, have stiM 
at the head of the same class at school, in vfhhl 
Samuel would have been placed at the JbtH 
both being/?/ fortbeclass, as wellaso/Hi- 
the one having attained to greater proficiei^ 
than the other, in a somewliat similar tine.-f- :' 
Samuel's attention was soon gained, and I 
affection won, which to Mr Burdsall, was of $ 

• The We^lpyan Methodists liavc always hcpn 
foi their zealous atlempta lo reclaim Ibe trorKt part ot hui 
UBture Anrt: for Ibis puqiD» Ibey have resorted to markets, Teaali^ 
and hits ; and in looking at tlie gitualioii ul' some of llieir oldest 
cbapels — Whilb;, and nlher places — it will be found, that Ihcy 
frequently pilcbed their Icnls ia the moat Suiluiiiilioh parts of a 
lawn, with B view lo iitiprore tbe more deiiravod as well aa the 
lower eradeti of society. 

f Uuaintness, wit, and inia^nutiun, were rarely sbient in Mr. 
B. Speuking: tu the writer once, in the city uf York, on liis early 
rail lotbeBiiiiistry, he said, "I seem lo ha»e been sonu'lhing like 
a partridge : I ran away willi the nhell on my head." ■"" 
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Kmall importance ; for as he was proceeding with 
the service, a clert^'inan advauced ton-ards him, 
declaring, that " he should not preach there, — 
not if he were the Lord Mayor himself," iLreat- 
ening to "pull him down from the block.*' Ju$t 
as he Mas preparing to carrj- hi« desig^is into 
execution, Samuel, whose love to (he preacher 
was i^iiclj, that he felt, a$ lie observed, as if he 
" could lose the last drop of" his " blood" in his 
defence, stepped u|) to the clergyman, clenched 
his hands, and holding them in a menacing form 
to his face, accosted him in the abnipt and 
ineastirtd torni!* of the ring upon which he had 
but a tew minutes before beeu gazing, — " Sir, 
if you disturb that man of God, I will drop you 
as sure as ever you were horn." There was too 
much emphasis in the expression, and too much 
Are in tin: eye, to admit a doubt that he was in 
earnest. The reverend gentleman felt the force 
of it — his countenance changed — thestorm which 
was up in Samuel, had allayed the tempest in 
him — and he looked with no small concern for 
an opening in the crowd, by which he might 
make his escape. Samuel, though unchanged 
by divine grace, had too much nobleness of soul 
in him, to trample upon an opponent, who was 
thus ill a state of humiliation before him, and 
therefore generously took him under his pro- 
tection — made a passage for hiin through the 
audience — and conducted liim to the outskirts 
without molestation, when he quickly disap- 
peared. The manner in which this was (" 
the despatch employed, and the sudden calm 
the commotion, must have produced a kind 
liraraatic effect on the minds of religious persons, 
who, nevertheless, inthemidst of their surprise. 
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gratitude, and cvcii harmless mirih at the pre- 
cipitate fligrlit uf their disturber,, who was cun- 
verlt-d in an instant by n mere stripling from the 
lion to tlie timid hare, would be no more dis- 
posed to justily tiie clenclied fist — tfie earf/i 
helping the woman in this way — than they could 
be brought to approve of the zeal of Peter, when, 
by a sinjj^le stroke, he cut olT the right ear of the 
high priest's servant. Samuel instantly resumed 
the attitude of an attentive hearer, without any 
apparent emotions from what had jutit tn 
jiired. In the launching forth of his hand, | 
gave as little warning as the bolt of heaven j 
flash of his eye was like the lightning's glan 
a sudden burst of passion, withering for 1 
moment — seen — and gone. 

The following good effects resulted from t 
sermon — a high respect for the preacher, and^^ 
stronger attaehment to the Methodists, as a 
people; both having a tendency to lead him to 
the use of the meann, by which the Divine Being 
conveys jgrace to the hearts of his creatures. He 
remarked, that after this period, in followiog 
Mr. Bnrdsall from place to place, he travelled 
"many scores of miles," and that he " never 
heard" him-without being " blessed" under his 
preaching. His feelings were in unison with 
those which dictated Ruth's address to Nautni, 
" Whither thou goest, I will go — thy people sh^( 
be my people, and thy God my God ; ' ' and as far 
Hs circumstances would admit, and he had light 
to discover the truth, he laboured to give vetfj" 
lo the overflowings of his heart. His case v 
one which wonid lead to the concltision, thaj 
his religion eomniencod in heal rather than lighH 
that he cuntinucd for some time, even bcvom 
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ftU period, more the subject of impression tbau 
oiitislruclitm — felt, in short, what he was unable 
10 express to others, and for which he could not 

(account to himself. He had been touched by 
the wand of Moses at Horeb, whieli had unlocked 
some of the secret springs of his heart, and pat 
ihem in motion, rather than been in ihc taberna- 
cle with Aaron the priest, ilUiniinaled and per- 
fected by the Urim and the Thumniim. His heart 
W8S much more assailable than bis head, and, an 
will afterwards appeaf, was much more at work 
tlirough life, and had a more commanding in- 
fluence over his conduct. Divine light was 
^toitted but slowly, not so much through any 
violent opposition to it, or any process of reason- 
ing carried on in his mind against any of the par- 
ticular doctrines of the gospel, as through a want 
of power to arrange and classify his thoughts — 
to connect one subject with another — to trace 
effects to their causes ; a want of the means of 
information, as well as a relish for reading, hud 
the means been at hand — a certain quickness in 
catching particular points, which led him to 
ihink as some Hibernians are led to speak — 
and a peculiarly animated temperament, which 
disposed him to warm himcelf at the fire of the 
Christian altar, rather than silently gaze upon a 
cloudless sky — the splendid canopy of the great 
temple of the universe. He seemed, in fact, to 
carry the more fiery part of hie trade into his 
religion, as he subsequently carried every part 
of his religion into his trade. Full of the best 
and warmest feeling for the religion of Christ 
and its professors, and using the means in order 

tit, he was now in a hopeful way, not 
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only of verfjiiig towards it, but of enleiing inlo 
its genuine spirit. 

To tbeae kindlings, yicldings, ami advances, 
was at length added conviction, though not tlie 
moat poignant. The clouds which overhung Ins 
mind, began to break away. This was eflfecleil 
by the ministry of the Rev. Joliii Wesley. The 
chronology of this event is placed by Samuel's 
widow in the fifteenth year of his age; but by 
himself, after the period of his having bear-l 
Mr. Burdaall : and although the memory of the 
former is generally more to be depended upon 
than that of the latter, yet in this case, Samuel 
was probably the more correct of the two. It 
was in the old chapel at Leeds, where he heard 
the founder of Methodism ; and he scarcely ap- 
peal's to have been sufficiently impressed with 
the importance of pei'sonal salvation, during the 
first year of his apprenticeship, to lead him so 
many miles from home to hear a sermon ; nor 
does he refer to any thing that seems to amount 
to conviction prior to his York excursion. Still, 
the date is of minor importance, provided the 
fact be secured ; and the principal point to be 
attended to is — that of tracing the progressive 
steps by which he was led to the knowledge of 
himself and of God, and to the enjoyment of 
" pure and undefiled religion." On entering the 
cbapel, he was awed and delighted with Mr. 
Wesley's appearance, who, according to his con- 
ceptions of angelic beings, seemed at first sight 
to be "something more than man" — even "an 
angel" of God, This prepossession in favour of 
the preacher, naturally prepared the way for a 
retidy recepliou of the truths delivered. There 
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5 one subject, however — ami all in farour ol 
ifac preacher — wliicii Samuel n~as at a los^ lo 
lompreliend, Mr, Weslej-'e prophetic soui was 
td out ia some part of the discourse, to coDoect 
^th the revival of rehgion which tvas going' on, 
nore glorious times, iiiliniaiing that when his 
Kdust should miugle with the clod^ of the ralley, 
ministers more eminently successful than either 
himself, or others by whom he was surrounded, 
would be raised to perpetuate and extend the 
work. Not distinguishing between ministerial 
lalenl and ministerial usefulness, Samuel thought 
Mr. Wesley intimated that greater preachers 
than himself would supply his place; thus giving 
Mr. Wesley the credit of indirectly associating 
himself with the great — though greater were to 
tread in his steps. Samuel, according to his own 
exposition of Mr. Wesley's words, could not 
conceive it within the range of possibility for 
any one to equal, much more to surpa.ss him; 
for to use his own language, " be preached like 
an angel." The text was, " SIh-w me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will shew tliee my 
faith, by my works."* In addition to Mr. Wes- 
ley's appearance, and his exalted character as a 
preacher, we discover part of the secret of 
Samiict's estimate of him, in himself. It might 
now be said of him, as of Saul of Tarsus, " And 
immediately there fell from his eyes as it bad J 
been scales;" — his mental vision was rendered I 
more acute, as well as enlarged. On bearing Mr. ^ 
Wesley, he emphatically "received his sight," 
and that too in the most important sense; — he 
had listened to one, of whom ht; might have said 
^ —not indeed as the woman of Samaria, "Come 

L 1^ 
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see a man thut has to/d me all things that 
DID ;' ' but " Come see a man that has told me alt 
things of which I am dbstitutk," Though he 
could not give any correct account of the manner 
in which the subject was treated, there was one 
conclusion which lie wa^i enabled to draw from 
the whole, and which penetrated too deeply for 
hio] ever to forget — that he possessed neither 
faith nor works which God could either approve 
or accept. 

In no previous instance had the hand of Gud 
been so visible as in this; and the state of the 
subject of the memoir, may be illustralcd by that 
of one of two person?, shut up in a dark room, 
where the other having seen it by day-light, 
expatiates to his fellow an hour or two on iu 
height, length, width, and form, the nakedness 
and colour of the walls, with all its other pecu- 
liarities. From the description given, aided by 
hi» blind attempts to feel bis way into every 
corner, and lay his hand upon every tbiug within 
his reach, the hearer may be able to form some 
conception of the appartnient and situation in 
which he stands. But it is easy to conceive, 
that a third person opening the door, and enter- 
ing the room with a lighted taper in his baud, 
would throw more light upon the subject in one 
single moment, than a person of the highest 
descriptive powers, through description ^lone, 
could do in twelve Liours. This though not a 
perfect illustration, is sufficient for the present 
purpose: Samnel had heard preaching repeat- 
edly; &desrnplian of the moral condition of man, 
of the new creature in Christ Jesus, of the awful 
and glorious rculitics of an invisible world] 
ever)' thing, in short, connected with man 
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ect of the moral govcrninent of God, had been 
n ID the di^ourses which he had heard ; bat 
rough his own siipinenes? — his not asking (or 
e aid, or, if he asked, his asking amiss, he 
iOained in the "darkness" of ignorance, error, 
1 unbelief, without "light" to guide him 
ther in bis conceptions, his decisions, or his 
He, however, who commanded light to 
I out of darkness, conimaDded it bere to 
e into darkness ; a pure ray was shot from 
'tteSun of Righteousness, illuminating all with- 
Jn. Samuel found the " house" empty of all good 
—not sivept of evil, nor garnished with holiness. 
Jtwas light which produced a conviction, not so 
much of the presence of evil, as of the ahsence 
of good. He saw thai he was "poor" and 
"naked," and had till now been "Wmk/;" but 
the negative character of his conviction did not 
constitute him " vrelrhed" because of sin, or 
"miserable" because of the enormity of that sin. 
The Earning sword was permitted to turn only 
in one direction; other operElions were appa- 
rently restrained, when the present had its lull 
effect, and the subject was more fully prepared 
for their exercise. The Holy Spirit had been 
already in operation, softening and gently im- 
pressing the heart — all preparatory to a further 
work of grace. There was fire, as has been 
previously stated ; but it was fire without flame 
— fire smouldering under ashes, and conse- 
quently incapable of emitting the beneficial 
light. It was now that the shades of night, in 
which he had been so long enveloped, seemed 
to say, as the angel said to Jacob, " Let us go, 

Lbreaketh." 
C3 
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CHAPTER II. 



Ba havet kit manter before the eipiralian of hit apprenHeeihip— 
it pnrtidenfiaUg ilirected to a luUable nfiuifJOn, and eomnKnm 
buiitieu fitr himstlf—hii marriage — hii benefolenre — death of 
his vife^t nolker — is alamied li^ a dreaia — ablaim nwrqi — 
mdileaneii of his coimeriirm — ill frvili — hia leal — oiuirn^^B 
prayer, lend effeftt qf hit erptutuMloH vith a tandladll^^t 
mmmnrj/ of the evidplire of hit conreriion. ^^H 

II has been quaintly, but siguilicantly ubserveO^ 
in reference to the providential lot of human 
beings, that " Every peg has its hole." What- 
ever may liave been the primary design of the 
remark, it is certainly appliiiable to the notions 
of personal comfort and probable uxefulness ; — 
the former effected by the adaptation of the phi 
to the place and of the place to the pin, and the 
latter by its projection — going beyond itself, so 
to speak — affording an opportunity both to 
friends and strangers, of suspending upon its 
form whatever they may desire, whetlier fi'oiu 
inclination or necessity. And the man who 
permits his JVIaker to " choose" liis " inheritance" 
for him, will rarely be placed in a situation in 
which it will be impossible for some of his fel- 
low-creatures, to hang upon him their hopes, 
their weaknesses, and their wants. This will 
apply with equal propriety to persons in humble 
life, as to persons in the more elevated ranks of 
society. We are taught the doctrine of a wise 
and bountiful providence in the fall of a "spa^ 
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row," and in ihe adornlngs of " tbe lilies," — of a 
PruviJencu which is both permisxive anil active 
bits operations — direcung ia the outset, and 
entering into the minutest circumstances of 
bunian life. General observation would almost 
warrant the belief, that there is a starting-point 
for every man, later or earlier in life, subject to 
liisown choice : and in proportion as he proceeds 
along tlie line, or deviates from it, will be the 
amount of his success or adversity — connecting 
with the situation, in the person that holds it, 
industry, economy, and integrity. The principal 
difficulty is in the choice. Religiously to deter- 
mine this, we ought never to lose sight of the 
circumstances of the case, personal competency, 
and general usefulness. Several of these remarks 
will apply to the subject of this memoir. 

Though Samuel had acted in the capacity of 
a faithful servant to his master for some years, a 
circumstance took place which led to a separa- 
tion before the e):piratiun of his apprcnticei-hip. 
His master's daughter had conceived an attach- 
ment to him, which was returned, though not 
to the same extent, by Samuel. This naturally 
led to certain domestic attentions, in which the 
young woman contributed to his comforts ; and 
having a little money at command, she occasion- 
ally assisted him, with a view to give strength 
to the bond which subsisted. His master coming 
down stairs one morning, a little earlier than 
usual, found him seated with Miss Derby on his 
knee. He instantly returned, and told his wife, 
whom he had left in bed ; and aliter opening tbe 
circumstance, said, "1 believe she is as fond of 
the lad as ever a cow was of a calf" On again 
descending the stairs, he cliided them both, and 
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L- v nant, fed me. One day, 

•i.;.u came into my shop, wlic> 
*ij . u Ife had fed the pig so fat, as 

V -s to the family, and that he 
••. iin' <;iie half of it very cheap. 1 

i. ' V wished it were in my power to 

y. . ..; iui>r — that I was much in need — 
.;- witliont money. He replied, he 
:5;«*: and I agreed to take it. 1 
iiv circumstance to a neighbour, 
!i) lend me five pounds, wliich 1 
.;:i(l out of this, I paid the man for 
' !ji>ught. I continued to labour hard, 
'I'd, in his abundant goodness, supplied 
•Its." From this it would seem, that 
• 'II, been anxiously looking in everv 
. for a situation, and that, on finding 
"''<»\ Idontial door shut, had sat down to 
'■'! with the dispensations of (jod, or madi* 
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some hazarrlou* attempu to force an openiD^: 
nor waft ihe -^ituatioQ at first either perceived 
by liioi*elf, or the d*»or — lo i)rcx'ee(i with tlie 
aiiiuion — but sliirhilv tunietl upon its hinges, 
leaving the possibility or propriety of entrance 
still problematical. It was thrown open by the 
liand tiiat regiilalep all human affairs — circum- 
Hlanceit invited the father (o the spot — he took 
his purvey — Samuel having been released from 
his connexion with his master, found the occur- 
rence seasonable — poverty was his portion, but 
no capital was requisite for the purchase of stoek 
—previous industry and economy prepared W« 
to meet the expense of tools — his father ledhtD 
up to the door which his Maker had opened— 
liihour was instantly furnished, and the " dally 
breiul" for which he was coniniaiidcd to pray, 
was supplied — the confidence and kludness ol' 
friends eneourage<i him to proceed — and thertba 
continued, succi-cded, and was afterwards us^iil- 
I'rovidence appeiired to meet hiui at every tuni) 
and nx in n [>iece of wedge-M'ork, adapted te 
uiuvemeiits to till the peculiarities of his case. 

After haviufr been established in businesit for ' 
Ihe ¥[wei> of eighteen mouths, without apparentW ' 
oU-vHtlojdT hli mind nbove the drudgerv of the 
tl»y. he iiU'dilatei) n eliiiiige in bis domestic eir- 
OunwUnew.. " The Lord," he observes, " saw 
ihHt I wnnte*! « hrlji-iueef— he knew the 
m-ter ihttt " would suit mo bt-*t" — ana was. 
" kiMtl" *;. u, furnish me with •' one of he 
' I ''<• iVirui of exprrsstun 
t that there Hasan tUk 
: , *vhi(.-U he might b«; htAi 
■ 'ti. frwm the eircunistai 
()>n£u-(vd iu hi* p«ir])osi.* 
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courtship, in its coiiimencetuent and tennioatioD, 
preserves the singularity which dislingiiUhed 
most of the leading transactions of his life. His 
partiality to singing led him to unite himself to 
the choir that attended Afaerford Church, which 
union continued for the space of ten years. 
Here he became acquainted with her who was 
destined to be his bride, and to survive him as 
his widow. The first time he saw her, which 
was during divine service, it was powerfully iml 
pressed upon his mind, that ^he would one day 
become his wife. Under such impression, ami 
in great simplicity, he walked up to her ^im- 
mediatcly on leaving the church, and unbosomed 
Ids feelings and thoughts on the subject. She 
heard his first lispings with surprise, and felt 
their force ; for from that period they delighted 
in each other's society, and were finally united 
in holy matrimony in Spofford church. She was 
six years older than himself. On leaving the 
liymcQial allar, and reaching the church door, a 
number of poor widows pressed around him to 
solicit alms. His heart was touched ; the tear 
was in his eye j " I began the world," said he to 
himself, " without money, and I will again begin 
it straight." The thought was no sooner con- 
ceived, and the generous impulse felt, than the 
hand, which emptied the pocket, scattered the 
last pence of which he was possessed among the 
craving applicants. The bride beingentitled to 
some property, and work pouring in upon bini, 
his exhausted stores were soon recruited: and 
believing that a blessing followed the donation, 
he appended to a narrative of the event, in a tone 
" ' ' "The Lord gave me a good wife, and 
f wanted money siuce that day." 



jtf triumph, 
^uave neve 
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The fioe glow of devotional feeling 
ally exjtcrient'etl in his youth, had for some time 
become extinct ; and he had not in his present 
situation, been broiiglit into contact with any 
decidedly religions character, to revive it, except 
the mother of his wife, who was a member of 
the Wesleyan Connexion. He complained that 
at this period, his wife and himself were " both 
strangers to saving grace" — that " the parish" 
Could not boast of a single Methodist — and tliat 
there was not "one" of his " own family thiit 
knew the Lord." His mother-in-law, who, il 
would seem, did not reside in the same parish 
M'ith himself, often spoke to him on the subject 
of religion, and interceded with God both for 
him and his partner. Example, exltortation. Mid 
prayer, were ineffectual. The appeal was to be 
made to the passione; and through these WB 
the entrance to be made, which would effect hii 
deliverance from the tliraldoin of Satan. Uii 
mother-in-law sickened and died. The happi- 
ness she experienced in her last hom-s, softened 
the heart and re-awakened the attention of Sam- 
uel to the concerns of his soul. This, however, 
hut for what he deaominated a "vision," had 
been "as the early dew that passeth away." 

Three days after her dissolution, he dreamed 
that she appeared to him arrayed in white, took 
him by the hand, and affectionately warned him 
to flee from the wrath to come } stating, that if 
he did not repent lie would never meet her in 
the paradise of God. At the close of the address, 
the visionary form vanished ; convietion, while 
he slumbered, seized his spirit; he awoke in ter- 
ror, and to use his own language, "jumpeil out 
of bed" — thus furnishing another exposition of 
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thr language of the *' mao id the land of Uz " — 
" When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my 
couch shall ease my complaint ; then ihou near- 
est me with dreams, and lerrifie«t mc through 
visions." This sudden spring from the bed 
roused his wife ; his groans and distress alarmed 
her; and supposing hiro to have been suddenly 
seized with some complaint that threatened his 
life, she was proceeding to awaken the neigh- 
bours, and to call them to her assistance, when 
she was arrested in her course, in the midst of 
the darkness with which she was surrounded, 
with a sentence wrung from the depths of his 
agonized spirit, and uttered in sobs — " I want 
Jesus — Jesus, to pardon all my sins." It was 
sufficient for her to know that he was not in im- 
mediate danger from affliction; her fears were 
therefore quickly dissipated, hut she could afford 
bim no consolation. This he seemed to feel, and 
observed, " I had no Paul to say to me, * Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved ;' nor any praying wife to pray for me." It 
was the midnight of desolation; and the only light 
by which the way of mercy could be discovered, 
was from within. The flood of day whicii was 
poured upon his mind, was as strong as it was 
sudden ; and dilTering in degree from that with 
which he was visited under the ministry of Mr. 
hWesley, he now beheld both sides of his case^ 
jsot only the nhsence of all good, but the presence 
*f real evil. " My eyes," said he, " were opened 
1— I saw all the sins I had committed through the 
rSvhole course of my life — I was like the psalmist 
■ — I cried out like the gaoler." He added, with 
^on&iderable emphasis, " I did say my prayers," 
Fcontinuing, " as 1 never did before;" meaning, 
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that he had only said them previously to this pe- 
riod. Heiurtherobserved,thatitmiglit have been 
said of him, as of Saul, " Behold, he prayeth." 

The ministerial instruction which he hadaT 
different periods received, led him, in the midll 
of much ignorance on other subjects, to adop 
the proper means, and to look to the true soure 
of happiness, in order to its attainment. He hi 
Aearrf of one Jesus of Nazareth, like Saul; e 
though that Jesus had not before been expert 
mentally revealed to him, yet such was the natari 
of the tight which he received, tliat it enable^^ 
him to recognise in him from whom it proceeded 
the face of a Saviour and a Friend. The Sun fl 
Righteousness, like the orb of day, discover 
himself by hia own shining. It is in his liglM 
that we see light. Samuel was in the light, i 
the midst of natural darkness ; and though V 
could not hear the prayers of a wife, he hai 
confidence in the intercession of a Saviou' 
"Jesus," said he, "was my advocate; I put inn 
case, and he pleaded for me before the thronetl 
God. I believed that the Wood of Christ v ' 
shed for me ; and the moment I believed, I fouB 
peace. I could adopt the language of the pot' 

' My God is iccondl'tl, 

His pardoning- voire I hear : 
He uwtiEi me for his child, 

I ran Eo longer fear; 
With confidence I now ilraw nigh, 
And Father, Abho, Fnlher, cry." 

His state, as an inhabitant of the natur 
world, afforded a fair exemplification of th 
change through which he passed. He repose 
himself in darkness — lay in that darkness, lik< 
the dead in the tomb — and was passing througl 
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this inseusible state, to the light of auother day. 
On the same eveiriug, as a sinner before his God, 
he lay down in the darkness of a <ice[jer night 
ihiin that which veils the face of nature — was 
the subject of a more terrible death than that of 
which sleep is hnt the image — awoke in spiritual 
light — and was, ere the natural light broke upon 
his eye, enabled to exult in the dawn of a fairer 
morning, than ever beamed upon our earth — a 
morning which can only be surpassed by the 
morning of the resurrection, when the just shall 
kindle into life at the sight of the Sun of Right- 
eousness, to which this, through the vivifying 
rays of the same Sun, formed the happy prelude. 
Spiritual life succeeded spiritual light. To obiect 
to the genuineness of tlie work, because of its 
suddenness, would be to plead a "needs be" for 
our continuance in a state of comparative dark- 
ness, danger, misery, and death, in opposition 
to the end proposed by the scheme of human 
redemption, through Jesus Christ, which was to 
complete our deUverance from such a state — 
would be to prescribe limits to the power, good- 
ness and purity of" the HolyOnb of Israel," as 
though he were unable to effect such a change, 
but by degrees, unwilling at once to soothe our 
sorrows, and approving of our continuance in a 
state of moral defilement — would be to doubt the 
veracity of the Holy Ghost, in his statements 
of the sudden illumination of Saul, the sudden 
conviction of theniultitude under the preaching 
of Peter, and the instantaneous pardon of the 
penitent thief — and would, finally, be to obstruct 
the course of our obedience, in compUanee with 

Chortatious which urge us, and all the 
lis which bind us to an immediate pre- 
i L 
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paratiun for another state of being, as well 
needlessly expose us, tlirougli sudden deatli, to 
the " bitter pains" of death eternal. 

But the doetriiie of sudden conversion is be- 
coming every day less objectionable; and the 
"holy ground" on which that conversion taltes 
place, is not barely visited by the hymuing 
seraphs of the Christian church, who chaunl 
their songs within the sacred enclosure, but is 
respected and honoured by some of our firsl 
epic poets from wit/iout, through whose pen the 
ground hasat length become poeticallv classical.* 
Thus, iu "TuK Poet's Pilgrimage to Watbe- 
Loo," the author, in his moments of vision, after 
tasting the tree of knowledge, sings, 

" In ave I hcanl, and trembleil aail obeyed ; 

The bilternrv km tryeo as of denlh ; 
I Telt a cold and piercing thrilJ pcrradc 

My loosened liiuba, and iDiiing «ght and breaLb, 
To earUi I *houId biie fallen in my despair, 
Hod 1 not cla«ped the crou, and been supported tbeie. 

" JOy heart, 1 thought, was hurtiing »ilb the force 
OrihatmiHt fatal fruit; noul-nck I fell. 

And tears ran down in such contiauous eonrsr. 
As if the very ejres theinselTei ahoiiid melt. 

ButtheD 1 heard DiylKarealy Teacher tsf, 

Drink, ami this mortat stuund ^sll pan away. 

« I slooped and dnink. oflhat divinest Welt, 
Fre«h from the Rock uf Ages where it ran. 

It had a heavenly quality tu quell 
My pain ! — I rose a renovated man. 

And would not nuw when that n-IJcf was koawn 

For worlds Uic needfn] Buffering have forgoiK." 

These sentiments, though highly poetical, take 
their root in fact, and owe tlieir beauty and their 
excellency to truth, of which they are the ficti- 

■ See I he wriler'i Letter tu Dr Soutbey, Poet Laareate, oa 
life uf Mr Wesley. 
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tious representatives. The deep distress, tlie 
heart-sickness referred to, would, by a simple- 
hearted Christian, be styled dee]> convUtion for 
siH, or the ])ains of repentance autecedeiil to 
pardon ; by a philosopher, a species of religious 
loadaess. The passing away of the " mortal 
dound" would be contemplated under the notion 
of peace of mind, after the penitent had, by faith, 
"c/flKpet/ ?A« cross," or rather the Cnicitied. The 
brief space of time allotted for the whole, would 
at once entitle the work to the general appella- 
tioQ of sudden conversion ; for the poet had only 
to stoop — to drink — to me, and to rise too u 
renovated man. This bears such a striking ana- 
logy to the case of the siu-sick Village Black- 
smith, whose personal history is pasing in review 
— who knelt in distress before hisGod — implored 
mercy — and rose renewed and happy — that the 
poet, had he known the fact, could scarcely have 
been more felicitous in its illustration. 

So fully satisfied was Samuel himself of the 
genuineness of the work, that he frequently, in 
after life, when dwelling upon his religions views 
and feelings, recurred to the very "flag" on 
which be knelt, and where he remained as he 
had risen from his couch, unannoyedby thecold, 
till he experienced peace with God. No sooner 
was he put in possession of the "pearl of great 
price," than he waited with the anxiety of the 
watchman for the morning, to be delivered 
from a situation which had become burdensome 
through over-wrought joy, — a joy which could 
only find relief in the hearts of others, hearts 
ready, as the recipients of its overflowings, to 
share in its fulness, Bnt where were hearts to 
be found, to become the receptacles of such jov ? 
D3 
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It was not for him to say with the psalmi^i, 
" Come ami hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath done for my soul ;" or, " 1 
will declare thy name unto my brethren : in the 
midst of the congregation I will praise then." 
Though congregations were not remote, yet there 
were no brethren with whom hi: could claim 
religious athnity — none that feared God, with 
whom he was acquainted. He resolved, there- 
fore, to proclaim the goodness of God to hi* 
"neighbours ;" and like Melancthon, to whom 
truth appeared at first so simple, and yet so 
tbrcible, that he instantly calculated on the con- 
quest of otiiers, but ba<l soon to complain that 
old Adam was too strong for young Melancthon, 
Samuel — and the thought has haunted many be- 
sides these, both learned and illiterate — contem- 
plated nothingshortof the sudden conversion of 
every person in the neighbourhood. "I thought," 
he remarked, " I could make all the world be- 
lieve, when -day-light appeared. I went to my 
neighbours, for 1 loved my neighbour as myseli. 
I wished them all to experience M'hat I felt. The 
tirst that I went to, wa^ a landlady. 1 told her 
what the Lord had done for me; and that what 
he had done for me he could do for Aw — exhort- 
ing her to pray and believe." This was no new 
language to the ear into which it was poured, for 
the woman seemed to know to what source it wss 
traceable. "What," she retorted, "liave you be- 
come a MethoUht ? You were a good neighbour, 
and a good man before ; and why change ? The 
Methodists are a set of rogues, and you will soon 
be like them." Samuel, who was at least guilt- 
less of Methodism, had too important'a subject 
ID hand to spend his time in disclaiming his brO' 
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therhond, ami therefore continued to presa upon 
her attention the necessily of personal religiBn, 
telliujT lier if her " ains" were " not pardoned," it 
would be impossible for hei* to "go to heaven." 
Unprepared for such scrvicoj partly from the 
early hour, partly from the pensonal nature of the 
discourse, hut more especially from the character 
uf the preacher — who, only the day before, had 
given so little promiseof any thing of the kind — 
she became indignant, and in her ire turned him 
out of the house, in which he might have re- 
mained till evening, reducing himself, by intoxi- 
cation, beneath a level with the brute creation. 
Fiery as was his zeal for her salvation, he received 
the requital of his good intentions with meek- 
ness; and instead ofrepiningattlie rebuff, retired 
to a field, and poured out his soul in prayer to 
God on her behalf. He had just been favoured 
with a proof of the efficacy of prayer in his own 
ease ; and the simple thought, that " what God 
had done for himself he could do for others," so 
fully occupied his mind, that, in its strength and 
simplicity, he was led on from one part of prayer 
to another — from confession, si/pplication, and 
tlianksgivingy in reference to himself, to that of 
BhfeyceaJt'o/i ibr those around. The fire of divine 
Hiipe burnt upon the altar of his heart — faith 
*Ta9 in exercise — hope was on the wing — every 
teeling, though infantile, was strong — he again 
returned to the contest — but what a change ! 
"To my surprise," he observed, "when I went 
back, she was crying in the door-stead. She 
itsked me to forgive her. O yes, that I will, I 
said ; and if you will let me go in, and pray with 

E, the Lord will forgive yon too." His words 
his manner, when tlse woman was left to 
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herself, liad been the suliject of reflection ; anil, 
from the impression made, she rewlily accedttl 
to the proposal. " She took me," coatinue<l he, 
" into a room ; and there I prayed for her. It 
was not long before the Lord blessed her ; and 
he thus gave me the first soul I asked for. He 
can do a great work iti a little time. She lived 
and died happy. This encouraged me to go on 
in the duty of prayer.*' 

If an inward renewal is known by its effects, 
the tree by its fruit, the evidence of Samuel 
Hick's conversion to Gud is not less certain than 
if it had been less sudden. He had employed tin; 
means, prayer and faith, instituted by God him- 
self, for the attainment of his favour — he expf- 
riencedyoy in the Holy Ghost through believing 
1 — having been made a partaker of " .lalvufwn" 
and being " upheld with " God V " free spirit," 
he immediately began, iu primitive style, tu 
" teach transgressors" the " ways" of righteoUB- 
ness, and a "sinner" was "converted" to ibe 
truth. The /em^e/-of uiind whii-h he manifested 
under opposition, his readiness to forgive, the 
constraining influence of the love which he felt, 
the persevering quality of the principle by which 
be was actuated, Itisjoi/ over a sinner repenting 
— only to be compared with that possessed by 
angelic beings — all, all are indications of one of 
whom it might be said, "Old things arc passed 
away ; behold, all things are become new." Add 
to this, every part of his personal history, from 
this time to the hour of his death, is contirinatory 
of Christian character. While a career of be- 
tween forty and fifty years of Christian useful- 
ness,* connected with a strictly moral conduct, 
renders it improbable that he should, for such i 
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length of time, impose upon others; his views 
of bis state and of his services, and hU abhor- 
rence of SID, authorize the belief tliat there was 
no deception practised upon himself. It was 
nut a state of mere improved feeling, not the 
whitewash of pharisaism; the change entered 
ihe grain of the man — turning him inside out 
to others, to whom any thing in the shape of 
guile -was invisible — and outside in upon himself, 
while he declared, from the internal and external 
evidence which a depraved nature, and a previ- 
uiisly sinful life had furnished, that he had been 
" as big a heathen as any of t!ie natives of Cey- 
lon," having " had gods many, and lords many;" 
but that "the Lord, wheQ he awakened" his 
"soul, enabled" him "to cut them off at a 
stroke." He reasoned not with flesh and blood ; 
lie spared no Agag — he reserved no sin. 
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Steps; che want of another regimen, than that to 
which he had been accustomed — of other iw" 
for tlie support of a new life. His coiinexi( 
with the Methodists, as a hearer, whether oc- 
casional or coDsiant, seems to have been hroken 
off with his servitude at Healaugh ; and no pet- 
sons of lliat persuasion being near, a closer con- 
nexioncould not be iiniuetliatelyand conveniently 
renewed. Having been accustomed to attend 
the service of the EstabUslied Church, after liis 
residence at Micklefield, he naturally looked to 
its members for commiinioti. The light hoff- 
ever, which he had received, was sufficiently 
discriminative in its character, to guide him to 
the riglit spot. Instead of " wending his way" 
to Aberford, where he had distinguished him- 
self as a chorister, he proceeded with the infalli- 
bility of instinct to Ledsham, and with great 
simplicity solicited an interview with the resid- 
ent clergyman. " I asked him," he remarkf, 
" what 1 should do ; and be told me to call on 
him the next Lord's day morning, when be wosid 
advise with me." He accordingly repaired to ibe 
house at the time appointed, and was coirdiaH]' 
received, as well as religiously instructed. Sam- 
uel's testimony of him — because the testimoaf 
of experience — is of more value, in ait evangelical 
point of view, than the highest panegyric from 
the pen of a literary nominal professor of Chris- 
tianity. It is the lisping of childhood, as yt't unac- 
customed to artifice. " He was a very good man, 
and preached thegospel. I went to Ledsham some 
time; but he was at length obliged to leave, for his 
salary would not keep him. Then I was at a loss 
for my band-mate." The last expression, the ftiH 
import of which can only be known and felt b» 
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persons enjoylDg ttie (in'i>ets of Christian fellow- 
lihip, shews the tenderness, the coiidescensioti, 
ibe solicitude, the sympathies of this eccteEiastic 
— llie Village Patriarch stooping from his 
<lignity, and taking, as a baud-mate, " sweet 
counsel" with the Village Blacksmith !* 

This was a gracious providence to Saiiiuel, 
through which he was enabled, in the childhood 

* Ledsham is the village (in which lUndi the church) id which 
Ok late Rev, Walter Sctlon, who «>s near a( the pamh, liivd anJ 
Hed ; and LedBtone Hall, at ou gieat distance from it, is the piscc 
vbttr the renovned L^y Betty Hoslinp ulso resided, and finally 
rr^gned her bouI into the hands of bet God. The clergyman of 
irbiNij Samuel Bpeal[»,bui|iposed to hare been Mr Wightman, who 
»as curate to Mr. Sellon ; the former a Calrioiat, and the latter 
iQ Arminiaa in creed ; and tboug;h talaiy wight have its share of 
iaHueuce in the question of remafal, il i« kttungly suiipected that 
'loclTinal neiitlmentt aided in luming the wale. Mr. Sellon was a 
'tardy snpporter of Ihe doctrine of General Redemption, and fought 
toaie bard hatUeo hi early life against the Calvintitic Tieu- of the 
lultject, under the auspice of Mr. Wesley ; but towards tlic close 
iif Mr. We»lcy's pilgrimage, Mr. Sellon niaujfesled a. deprc of cold- 
ness towards hb< old friend. In a manuscript correspondence of 
Mr.We^dey with Mr. Sej Ion, in the possesion of the wrilrr, it appears 
lltat the Harmth of friendship began to sulr^de, when Mr, Sellon 
re«idrtl&tA>hby.de-la-Zuuch. From 1773 to 1 TS4,there 19 a chasm 
in the correspondence. Up to the rormer period, Mr. Wesley's 
addiEWwaH "Dear Walter, with all Che fanuiiarity of close fiirnd- 
ship : but nu Mr, Selloo's residence at Ledsham, at which (ilace he 
lived during tlie latter period, the address was altered to " Dear 
Hit," one of the letters conc1uilin|; with, " You used to meet me, 
when I came near yuu; but yuu seem of late yean to have for- 
gotten your old friend and brother, John Wesley.'" Among the 
manuscript letters referred to, are Etome curious cpiilnlaryspccimcni 
written by Mr. Charles Wesley to Mr. Sellon ; also some rare ones 
addressed lo the same peisoii, from the ReT. Meswa, J, Fletcher, 
Vin. Perronct, E. rerronct. Sir Richard Hill, and the Countess of 
Huntingdon— all tending to throw light on the controversies and 
pntsing event's of the times — which another occasion may render 
it proper to present to the public. How long Mr. Sellon remained 
at Leilsham, the writer is unable at present to ascertain ; but It is 
probable, from the Wesleyan Meth. Mag. for IS1B, p. &3, that he 
was either in the village or it^ immediate vicinity, in a state «f 
great affliction, in 1700, and IT9I. 
E 
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of InsQiriAiKDTTc. io a cqH ii r jajMigih ; sadliat 
ftr vitirii be intslit hmv feud at dHEcBif ts 
•m^ik jdcme. He bad not Imu;, bownrr, to be- 
waaaa fait btnvmmmr. Tin- Ixird, (in rmovtn^ 
«oeEasT,FfHvd3TS«pplii'd ii« (•iMmriil) another. 
it v-Bs whli SaiKKl, iheTc-turr. u^ niili i3tr cbiM, 
a tJmHffc of Nvran, ratbcr lix&a s privBtioa, or 
e«m a f«rieas swy ew ioa of the kindlf offices 
reqnisite Jbr ihp rapport and irnidancr of bit 
v«ikae9S and wexpmrace. " The Lord," be 
observed, " oent Mr, Wade to SnirtoD Gi 
wbere tber UKik in the prraehers, «ud had a 
cietj-. As 1 lelt my WKOt ^cfaurrh fcUowshifyij 
went Ut nsk tlieni Io mke me iotu society, Tllf 
<^ered to take roe on trial; and I cuatinued 
mc-mber till we ETOt a society in our own pi 
which was not loo^, fi>r I never let tliem aloMjf^ 
He had an srdeBt des^ire f«r the sal^'ation of sw^: 
Hers; and his not btting them atone refers M 
much to hi? conversational efforts to reclaim hit' 
neighbours, as to any request thai a portion of the 

Erivilcges of the society to which he had nniied 
imeelf^ which was little more than a mile dis- 
tant, should be transferred toMickieficld. ThiiB, 
adverting to his situation, to promote the reli- 
gious welfare of others, he remarks, " I had s 
good opportunity, as nearly the whole of the town 
came to my shop ; and I was always at them. 1 
found my share of persecution ; hut this did not 
daunt me, or prevent me from calling on sinners 
Io repent, believe, and he converted." 

It was not barely hy reproof and exhortation 
that he sought to multiply the number of tra- 
vellers to Zion, but also by earnest and affection- 
Hie imitation. The first-fruit of this description 
i>l' labour — labour which hits been extremely pro- 
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ESuctive in a variety uf idsUido^s — was a wt^aiUijr 
Etprrictilturist. " Mr. Thomas Taylor," sakt he, 
V* came to prcacli ai Sturton Graci^e, aiwl I in- 
^Bted all I could, to go and hear him. One of 
Haese was Mr. Khoilcs,* a Uirg'e farmer, w1m> lived 
^b the parish ; and who said, if I uouid call upou 
Kim, he would go Mith nie. Blessed be the Lord ! 
^En the same night, the gospel proved the power 
^M God to bis i^alvatiuit. I remember the text; 
^p referred to the lares and Ihe w/reat. The tares 
H^ere gathered, and tied iuti> bundles. There wa» 
HTbuudle of sabbath -breakers, a bundle of swear- 
^SfSf &c. These bundles were to be burnt ; ami 
^ufore the sermon was finished, the preacher gut 
Twr. Rhodes bound up in one of them. From thai 
lime tJie Lord added to our number ; we got 
preaching to our place, and soon had a class- 
meeting." This, it should seem, from a reference 
to the Minutes of Conference, was either in the 
jpar 1785, or 1786, when Mr. Taylor was sta- 
tioned in the Leeds circuit. Such preaching was 
as much calculated to instruct the uneducated 
luind of Samuel, as it was to arrest the attention 
of the farmer. Keach would have been a superior 
preacher in bis estimation to Saurin, and he 
would have profited more by the Metaphors of 
the one, than by the tSerinon.i of the other. He 
could fasten upon some of the more prominent 
trts of a highly figurative discourse, and turn 
ftem to good personal and practical account: 
Ut would have been in danger of running v " 

lelU-r From Mr. DawMMi, dated April 3rJ, 1X30, r 
BMrRbodps, he ub-.rrvi;s, » Hr n slill living at MIcklefield, 
^1 feslerdaj. Hr ia neail; Llind, and hia coDitituIioa h 

vUhr np- He will not Burvivo Snmuel ioog. The Methodiiti 
^sy« preacbcd, and elill prrach at his house." 

E2 
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i« iiL ihc raiiainder. He knfTr xnucli better 
wlifL U' comnu'ucc, than Low lo proceed, or 

But it m'us ijoi in criticrij^in that be was skilled; 

itt»r \ras It into the iiicetit^ of Cliristiaii doctrine 

iha: bt could eiiTtT. He knew tbe tmth much 

ti'.'ner in h> oj»eratiou on ibe heart, than in its 

''^Iuin^^ dii The understandinir: and could tell 

iiiiu-li ht'Tic!* Ik^w it ft'lu than in what positioD 

ciiid eoiiiit'xi.*!! iT sTood. He seemed to possess 

:li^ faeiiiry in rrlixrunu which some blind people 

lire said to p.^?^es^ in a nire degTW*^ lu reference 

t'j CL»K»urs — :i inrulTy of describinsr it by the 

:cific^i : for sen:*:*. Iv ar»v xh'nis: advanctnl amuunted 

wirb him \o tru:!:, unless it fell witli power upon 

ui^ lK»an. Kc had roctived the dtHrtrine of 

;u<:ifK*;in^»:: a;? an {-rjicriwrniaf truth, though 

uTierlv uriabk\ in pu riT an ir style, t-o enter into 

<i deuiil of it'- '.i .»;w^^ ^.irnfo^fOTts, rrJtwfCy imme- 

i/Zc't. iiiiil •■7 y."*?-..' ,:?//(;/ causes : and this led to 

aii'jilur il'.>'.-triT\' ivn::ilv iiunncnious — a doctrine 

• 

uf expi'rioiiv*'.'. : c- ifs;- Thau of tliet»ry — the ganc- 

Utiratio/i oi' \\\'.' h-.:jrt to Giid. *' After he had 

*'njoyi(i i!;l' bio-'^i:;.^ of conscious pardon," say> 

Mr. Da^v.-on, " \\c viisfoverod that ihere was a 

higher st:i:i' '.»l" y.xiw^ to ho aitaiiud — that such 

"-tale wa* :?-.jrel!:i';i! for him bv tlie hhiud of 

Jf-sus Chri-t — a:jd w;t> u\ W appliinl to his sutilby 

\\x*' Holv (jli'^st. thriiTii:h faith. Tliis ho sous^ht 

in lh(* wav uhic-h (ixi aiM»ointoti. and found 

ih',' proiniM* n ali/i .1. ' Evory one that asketh 

Vi'i'i'i\i*i\i ] aii<! he !l;at stokoth tindetli ; and to 

hii/i that kriofketli i: >!iall he f)|>enod.' He was 

« nalih'd to h«!i(vr for a hiy:!KT eiijovnient of 

tW^iiii*. Jovr*, and from tlie lioiir lie believed, ob- 

niiiK'd a richer measure of it, through which 
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A eatpoveral lo * Hc-jaaoe enmon ; pnw 
iDt ecaetn^ ; io emr tkii^ gire tkankb* ' 
Vis farther change «a^ wroaeht ia his «nl 
year tT^M, and the following >rv Eootr of 
(circonistaaci^ coanecied with its aifainmeat. 
t thi^ time (1794^/' be observes, "there 
agreat reviTalof theworkafGodatStnrlun 
r ^lickiefield. The meetiti^ vetv 
D Rig Lair.* Some bondreds of'soals were 
ned to God, and many were sanctified. I 
IO of the happy oaiDber, not only conTiDoed 
e DecesiiitT of Christian boUne^^ but who, 
d be Ibe Lord '. proved for ntyieUl tliat ibe 
dcrf'CbriMcleaD^^fronj^ia." Mr.DatrKMi, 
I in adverting to tbi> exIraordiDary work of God, 
in cuanexian with Samnel's progre:^ in rellgiun, 
states that " there was an extraordinary out- 
pouring of the Spirit upon nearly the wliole of 
Yorkshire, aud that it was most remarkably felt 
in the ueighbourluMMl of Mick le field. .\i a soli- 
tary barn," continues he, "which stands on a 
farm belonging to Mr. Wade, at Sttirton, near 
the Roman road leading from Ca^leford to Aber- 
ford, a prayer- meeting was held every Sunday 
mof uing and Monday evening. These meetingts 
were especially owned of God. The glory of the 
Lord filled the place, and the power of God wa- 

Iescat lo wound and to heal, to kill and make 
^€, Two coI!iers,t men who gave themselves 
• Xotr— a BARN, in the vr~.X OC YarktbXn. 
•f One of tbcK dko was inppmlcd In tbe bouDty ot the LUr 

Mr. BroadhanI, orSoinloD, for a 

to derate his lime to llii 
at Manclwtter, where In 
WSIiaiD, tlie other penoo alluilcd tt 
' ~ '"" illijc about tl 

' lueful a 
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rfk ^jTzyf^r. wi?t«* very ?noce«5fiiI tnatramMits in 
*h^ hari/1 of '^he Lr.rrL in the coav«r5»a o€ «ores, 
:f n«'>f h ^ry.r*^..^ or per^^n.-*- in the ct>«r5e of the 
«r;mm<«^r. Oiir Ute hrorher Hfck took his Wl 
»h*rp: in :hr^ work, and experiencefl a ftiH ?harc 
^f f K^ iri^>r7. riahhaih an:»?T *abbath the barn was 
fA>f\ W;f h' ri#>-.ple : the cries of penitence were 
h^'Sir^J in ^!i*Tent places, and were frequently 
tt 1 1 /:/•,/■ <■ ^! ^'li hy *on c ' o t p rai 2^ . The colliers were 
irr/ifH to rhft nfrii^hbouring ^lla^ffe*. whither 
fri^n/I fWf-M accompanied them in their work of 
faifh an^J labour of love. Often has he been 
h/ar'! f/> rflatft tlic conque??ts of redeeming lore, 
>u w»frif«ti5if*rl in these journie*, from which he 
fr«/|ii"nt.ly returned home rejoicing — rejoicing 
tfiorf. ihtxu f!arthly conqueror?, when they find 
{frt'Ht >.poiI/' 

^'ri/l'-r tlMT general influence referred to, 
'surnii/l wf»<» Wrd, as stated above, to seek a further 
'//ork of ifnu'.f\ At the midnight hour he retired 
to i.]tiA " Uarn^'' wliosc solitude was deepened by 
lb*' 9'fii'oi), for privat(! devotion. He bowed the 
Vut i- in f»ti<- of it.H most unfrequented nooks ; but 
brT/Fn- b" bnfl prorrcdcd to offer a petition to 
<iod, wborii aloiif bn supposed to be present, he 
b*nnl i)i(* voicf of pray(>r in an opposite comer. 
If* )iiiii«/m| be liHtrucd — the shadows of night 
biMl bdlf'ii too thickly around, to permit him to 
»i »• any our. I 'nrxpcctcd as it was, it was the 
voirr of nnlody to liis oar: still he listened, and 

♦ Liiniilimlili li'Hiclli iif liim-^Miflrfl hiH ilayM in peace, abotit fifc 
wimH|t»i iiml li'rt II wiflfiw iiml two or three children. They 



Tbeonf 



whit N'4i1f il ill .Vfnmhrittcr, iiimI who waii ponMinally known to the 
•*iH«r. Wii« Kiiii rnlly «lr<iKimtrt| hy (he title of « Fraying George.*" 
IhHr tiHi|ii.| niMiiis-wdir oiM* hy whivh thry were least known, 
««ii*> MiNi«ly 
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ill length he reco^ised the voice of Prating 
Gedsgk, one of the colliers, who was wrestling 
like Jacob, repeating again and again, " Lord, 
wash luy heart ; Lord, wash my heart ; " adding 
cifijiliasis to each repetition — elevating his voice 
as lie rose in fervour — but as little suspecting 
tliat he ^vas heard by a fellow- creature, as Samuel 
did that he should find any one in the place at 
such an hour. He soon gave the response to 
George's prayer, who, in his turn, was surprised 
to find that Samuel had stolen into the place for 
tlie same purpose. They mingled their petitions 
Hnd spirits together, and increased each other's 
urdour. " I thought," said Samuel, " if the Lord 
TOidd wash George's heart, he could also wash 
mine; and I was fully convinced, that if George's 
lieart wanted washing, mine required it much 
more; for I considered him far before me in 
divine grace." He proceeded from the very first 
on the principle, tliat " God is no respecter of 
persons" and that from the immutability of his 
nature, the same power and goodness exercised 
in one case could, and rcMy tcoitld, be exercised 
in another, where a compliance with the means 

E posed to attain the end was observed. 
He experienced much of the preseuce of God 
prayer, but no satisfactory evidence of the 
ssing which he sought. Having in all proba- 
bility remained in the same position for a great 
length of time, and having been v'arnest iu his 
pleadings, he was so affected and enfeebled when 
be roge, that he was unable to stand ei'ect, and 
was obliged, as he expi-essed himself, to" walk 
bomealmost double." On passing along one of 
±9 fields, lie heard a sudden and "mighty rush" 
Wer his head, as he termed it, the sound of which 
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CHAPTER III. 

He leeki cSurchfeliotaUp~-ailKiia with a punu clerggman, KiU 

ahom he meeti in band — aiiitei hinueff, on the ckrgyataii 
learing the neighboaThoud, to the Weilegaa lUefhodiiti—tk 
kind o/jireiuhiiig uiider vkich he prcJiled-~Societg at Starl^ 
Grange — a Teriral of reHgioK — tico roUieri rendered txtai- 
tirelf viefkt—a solitary ban the reiort oflhedecotit — Saiaaii'i 
diiireii m aixoani ofiaAcfOing tin, and hii ileHrerajice/rim 
a — lingular oecurrena — deep datreu compatible tcilh a rttde 
ofjuntifiaiiioH- 

Man, who was originally formed for society, and 
furnished with its felicities in paradise, carries 
with him into every climate, and into ail cir- 
cumstances, those elements, which when pro- 
perly improved and directed, not only fit him for 
social life, but render him restless without it, 
as well as inspire him with a solicitude for its 
blessings. A few solitary hermitical and mis- 
anthropic exceptions, or an occasional wish for 
" wings like adove," to "fly away" from its bustle, 
in order to "be at rest," are not to be adduced 
as arguments against the general principle; 
for even among those who are most partial to 
retirement, who are least in love with the worM, 
of beings around them, and who in opposition *"' 
the designs of God in helping man by man, coi 
vert themselves into misers' treasure — a kind 
moral and intellectual cash, hoarded up in the . 
of a monastery or a nunnery, useless to 
are most in need of their aid, and whos 
might beVssentially relieved by an cxpenditi 
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mself, "under deep conviction for holiness," 
■that be cuuld " neither eat, sleej), nor work." 
"e continues, " i went mourning, and pleading 
kwholeof ttmtdiiy, andof that niglit, but could 
i no rest to my soul. The next morning, 
^t eight o'clock, I knelt me down upon the 
e Sug on which God hnd pardoned my sins; 
1 while I was |ileading hi<< promises, faith 
Nmg up in my heart; I found that the blood 
fChi'ist did indeed cleanse me from all sin. I 
<iiately leaped up from my knees. I seemed 
iave gotten both a new body and a new sou!. 
B former appeared like corkwood, it was so 
I was clear in my sanctilication. It was 
I feteived by faith in Christ. All was joy, peace, 
and love. My aoul was constantly mounting in 
;i chariot of fire ; the world and the devil were 

Eler my feet." 
The martyrdom of spirit which Samuel ex- 
ienced, on the death of the depravity of his 
ire, can only be understood by those who 
Itave suffered ou the same rack ; and there are 
not a few who have suffered more because of 
indwelling sin, than under conviction of its enor- 
mity and punishment, as was evidently the case 
with the subject of this mem oir.. It is not difficult 
to explain this, except to " the natural man," to 
whom every experimental subject is mysterious. 
But to the purely enlightened it is well known, 
Ihat the discipline experienced in the school of 
repeutance, in which the " heavy-laden" sinner 
" labours" under an oppressive bunlen, prior to 
his entering into "rest" — into that^rst orprepa- 
rrttort/ state of repose, consequent on hisjustifica- 
tiou or discharge from gnilt — is occasionally lesa 
Hkvere than the discipline which is afterwarde^ 

^ M_ 
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steps; the want of another regimen .than that to 
which he had been accustomed — of other food, 
for the support of a new life. His cunnexioii 
with the Methodists, as a hearer, whether oc- 
casional or constant, seeniB to have been broken 
off with his servitude at Heaiaugh ; and no per- 
sons of that persuasion being near, a closer coii- 
nexioucould not be immediately and conveniently 
renewed. Having been accustomed to attend 
the service of the Established Church, after lii? 
residence at Micklefield, he naturally looked lo 
its members for communion. The light how- 
ever, which he had received, was suflQciently 
discriminative in iu character, to guide hira to 
the right spot. Instead of " wending his way" 
to Aberford, where he had distinguished him- 
self as a chorister, he proceeded with the infalli- 
bility of instinct to Ledsliam, and with great 
simplicity solicited aa interview with the resid- 
ent clergyman. " I asked him," he remarks, 
" what I should do ; and he told nie to call on 
him the next Lord's daymoroing, when he would 
advise with me." He accordingly repaired to the 
house at the time appointed, and was cordially 
received, as well as religiously instructed. Sam- 
uel's t£stimony of him — because the testimony 
of experience — is of more value, in an evangelical 
point of view, than the highest panegyric from 
the pen of a literary nominal professor of Chris- 
tianity. It is the lisping of childhood, as yet unac- 
customed to artifice. " He was a very good maa, 
and preached thegospel. IwcnttoLedsham some 
time ; but he was at length obliged to leave, tor hie 
salary would not keep him. Then I was at a loea 
for my band-raate." The last expression, the full 
import of which can only be known and felt b_» 
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persODs enjoying tlieKweets of Christian fellow- 
ship, shews the tenderness, the condescension, 
the solicitude, the Eympathies of Uiis eccieEiastic 
—the Village Patr(abch stoopini^ from his 
dignity, and taking, as a band-mate, " sweet 
counsel" with the Villagb BLACKSMrrfi !* 

This was a gracious providence to Samuel, 
through wliich he was enabled, in the childhood 

* Lfdatuuu U the villnge (io which standt the church) in vhicli 
tbe late Rev.M'alter Scllon, who waa vicar of the parish, lived (uid 
died ; and Ledatnne Hall, at no great distance fruni (t, n the place 
where the rennwned Lady Betly Haalings abio resided, and finallf 
resigned ber aoul inio the haads at' her God. The clergyman of 
wbauSaniuel speaks, is snpposed to have been Mr. \Tjghtninn,who 
was curate to Mr. Scllon ; the farmer a Cilvini^l, and the latter 
an Armhuan in creed ; and though sakaii might have its share of 
induence in the quetUon of removal, il it strongl; suopected thai 
do^rinai lentinaiti aided in tuming (lie scale. Mr. Sellon was n 
stardysopporter of the doctrine of General Redemption, and fought 
some kanl hattlea in early tile Bj^aiast the Calviaistic view of the 
lutgect, under the nuHpice of Mr. Wealcy ; but LonBrds Uie close 
of Mr Wesley's pilgrimage, Mr. Sellon manifested adepve of cold* 
uess towards his old friend. In a manu«:ript correspondence of 
Jfr. Wesley with Mi. Sdlao, in the possesdan of the writer, it appears 
^ftat the warmth of friendidiip began to subinde, when Mr. Sellon 
PSwnded at Anhby-de-la-Zouch. From 1773 to 1784,thereL4achasm 
*''%' the correspondence. Up to (he former ppriod, Mr. Wesley's 
" ge«s was X Dear Walter," with all the familiarity of close fiiend- 
, : but on Mr.SelIua''s residence at Ledaham, at which place he 
Vved ijuriiig the latter period, (he address was altered to "Dear 
~ le of the lettera com 




your old friend and brother, John Wesley." Among the 

■Vacript letters referred to, are some curious epistt^lary specimens 

' hy Mr. Charles Wesley (o Mr. Sellon ; also same rare ones 

' to the same person, from the Rev. Messrs. J. Fleteher, 

met, E. Perronel, Sir Bichard Hill, aud the Couutcse of 

Ion— all lending to throw light on the controvcriies and 

Its of the tiineii — which another occasion may render 

present to the public. How luug Mr. Sellon remained 

, the writer in unable at present to ascertain; but it is 

ibable,from theWesleyanMeth. Mag. for 181S, p. a3, that he 

------in the village or its immediate vicinity, in a state af 

in 1J90, and 1791. 



I 
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of hisCtir'istianity, to acquire t^ti'ength ; and but 
for whicti he might have found it difficiilt to 
walk aloae. He had not long, however, to be- 
moan his berenvcment. The Lord, on removiDg 
one stay, upeedily supplied its place with another. 
It was with Samuel, therefore, as with ihe cbild, 
a change of nurses, rather than a privation, or 
even a f^erious suspension of the kindly offices 
requisite for the support and guidance of his 
weakness and inexperience. "The Lord," tit 
observed, "sent Mr. Wiide to Sturton Grange, 
where tlieytook in the preachers, an<l had a so- 
ciety. As I felt my want of church fellowship, I 
went to ask them to take me into society. They 
offered to take me on trial; and I continued a 
member till we got a society in our o«'n place, 
which was not long, for I never let them alone." 
He had an ardent desire f<ir the salvation of sin- 
ners ; and his nol letting them alone refers as 
mucli to his conversational efforts to reclaim bis 
neighbours, as to any request that a portion of the 
privileges of the society to which he had united 
himself, which was little more than a mile dis- 
tant, should be transferred to Micklefield. Thus, 
adverting to his situation, to ppomote the reli- 
gions welfare of others, he remarks, " I had s 
good opportunity, as nearly the whole of the town 
came to my shop ; and I was always at thcra, I 
found ray share of persecution ; but this did not 
daunt me, or prevent me from calling on sinners 
to repent, believe, and be converted." 

It was not barely by reproof and exhortation 
that he sought to multiply the number of tra- 
vellers to Zion, but also by earnest and affection- 
ate invitation. The first-fruit of this description 
of labour — labour whieli has been extremely pro- 
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ductive in a variety of instances — was a wealthy 
agriculturist. " Mr. Thomas Taylor," said he, 
" came to preach at Sturton Grange, and I in- 
vited all I could, to go and hear him. One of 
these was Mr. Rhodes,* a large farmer, who lived 
in the parish ; and who said, if I would call upon 
him, he would go with me. Blessed be the Lord ! 
on the same night, the gospel proved the power 
of God to his salvation. I remember the text ; 
it referred to the tares and the wheat. The tares 
were gathered, and tied into bundles. There was 
a bundle of sabbath-breakers, a bundle of swear- 
ers, &c. These bundles were to be burnt ; and 
before the sermon was finished, the preacher got 
Mr. Rhodes bound up in one of them. From that 
time the Lord added to our number ; we got 
preaching to our place, and soon had a class- 
meeting." This, it should seem, from a reference 
to the Slinutes of Conference, was either in the 
year 1785, or 1786, when Mr. Taylor was sta- 
tioned in the Leeds circuit. Such preaching was 
as much calculated to instruct the uneducated 
mind of Samuel, as it was to arrest the attention 
of the farmer. Keach would have been a superior 
preacher in his estimation to Saurin, and he 
would have profited more by the Metaphors of 
the one, than by the Sermons of the other. He 
could fasten upon some of the more prominent 
parts of a highly figurative discourse, and turn 
them to good personal and practical account; 
but would have been in danger of running wild 



* In a letter from Mr. Dawson, dated April 3rd, 1830, referring 
to Mr. Rhodes, he observes, *^ He is still living at Micklefield. I saw 
him yesterday. He is nearly blind, and his constitution is fast 
breakiDg up. He will not survive Samuel long. The Methodists 
abrays preached, and still preach at his house." 

£2 
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with the remaiiiJcr. He knew mucli belter 
when to commence, than how to proceed, or 
where to close. 

But it was Dotincriticiiaiii that he was skilled; 
nor was it into the niceties of Christian doctrine 
that he could enter. He knew the trtith mueh 
better ill its operation on the heart, than ia its 
shinin,^s nti the understanding; and could lell 
much better liow it telt, than in what position 
and connexion it stood. He seemed to posses) 
the faculty in religion, which some blind people 
are said to possess, in a rare degree, iti reference 
to colours — a faculty of dcBcribing it by tlis 
touch; for scarcely any thing advanced iimoiintcd 
with him to truth, unless it fell with power upon 
his heart. He had received the doctrine ul 
justification as ah ex]»erimental trutli, though 
utterly tinable, in puritanic style, to enter into 
a detail of its moi-mg^ vieritonoun, remote, imme- 
diate, and instramenlftl causes I and this led t^ 
another doctrine equally momentous — a doctrine 
of experience, no less than of theory — the sohc- 
tificatitm of the heart to God. "After he ha<i 
enjoyed the blessing of conscious pardon," says 
Mr. Dawson, " lie discovered that there was a 
higher state of grace to be attained — that such 
state was purchased for him by the blood ol 
Jesus Christ — and was to be ap[jlied to liis soul by 
the Holy Ghost, through faith. This he sought 
in the way which God appointed, and found 
the promise realized, ' Every one that asl<eth 
receiveth ; and he that seekcth findeth ; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened." He 
enabled to believe for a higher cnjuynjeHi; 
divine love, and from the hour he believed, 
tiiined a richer measure of it, through whi 
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was empowered to ' Rejoice evermore ; pray 
ithout ceasing; in every thing; t^ive thaiikg,' " 
This further change was wrought iu his ^oul 
the year 179^, and the following are Eome of 
; ci re n instances connected with its attainment, 
ibout this time (1794)," he observes, "there 
great revival of the work of God at Sturton 
ingc, near Mickiefield. Tlie meetings were 
i in Rig Lair.* Some hundreds of souls were 
psverted to God, and many were sanctified. 1 
PfSFOne uf the happy number, not only convinced 
of the necessity of Christian holiness, but who, 
blessed be the Lord ! proved for myself, that the 
blood of Christ cleanseth from sin." Mr. Dawson, 
Iverting to this extraordinary «'ork of God, 
[connexion with Samuel's progress in religion, 
ites that " there was an extraordinary out- 
,ring of the Spirit upon nearly the whole oi 
'orkshire, and that it was most remarkably felt 
in the neighbourhood of Mickiefield. At a soli- 
tary barn," continues he, "which stands on a 
farm belonging to Mr. Wade, ut Sturton, near 
the Roman road leading from Castleford to Aber- 
ford, a prayer-meeting was held every Sunday 
morning and Monday evening. These meetings 
were especially owned of God. The glory of the 
Lord filled the place, and the power of God was 
^esent to wound and to heal, to kill and make 
tye. Two colliers,t men who gave thniiselveit 



• LaiT—ik BiHN, ID the west of Yorksliire. 
■ + One of these roisn was supported by llie bounty of (lie Lite 
Mr. Bruailhurst, of Swinton, for tile sole purpose of enabling h>ni 
to devote hia lime to Ihe rUitation of the sick, Sk. and died laleiy 
at MmcUatct, where he hod redded aeveral years. His brother 
William, the other person alluded to, married a person belonging 
^dPrihngton, a Tillage about three milcn from Snaith, Vorkiliire, 
^B^M tM continued useful ae an exhorted and class leadet fur a 

■^ £3 
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to prayer, were very succpssfiil instruments in 
the hand of the Lord, in the conversion of scores, 
if not hundreds of persons, in the course of ibf 
summer. Our late brother Hick took his full 
share in the work, and expcriencert a full share 
of the glory. Sabbath after sabbath the barn wii- 
filled with people; the cries of penitence wert 
heard in different places, and were frequently 
succeeded by songs of praise. The colliers wert 
invited to the neighbouring villages, whithw 
friend Hick accompanied them in their workol 
faith and labour of love. Often has he been 
beard to relate the conquests of redeeming lovf, 
as witnessed in thesu jouriiies, from which lit 
frequently returned home rejoicing — rejotcini; 
more than earthly conquerors, when they fitiri 
great spoil." 

Under the general influence referred W, 
Samuel was led, as stated above, to seek a further 
work of grace. At the midnight hour he retireil 
to this " barn," whose solitude was deepened bv 
the season, for private devotion. He bowed the 
knee in one of its most unfi-equcnted nooks ; but 
before he had proceeded to offer a petition to 
Ciod, whom alone he supposed to be |)rcsent, lif 
heard the voice of prayer in an opposite eornev- 
He paused — he listened — the sliatlows of night 
had fallen too thickly around, to ])crmit him to 
see any one. Unexpected as it was, it was the 
voice of melody to his ear : ctill he listened, anil 

CDiuidi'rabkc length of time — ended hia days in jvacr, aboni fiir 
yiiinago— and left a widow uid Ivo or three chilil rem. Tbfy 
rt-CTived thf a(ipcllBtioa of the " Praymg Co«im," The one 
will) n-odcd in Mnachestcr, nnd wtio wa* penonally kiiuvii to llit 
wrilCT, wos gei«>nilly dmignat^ by Ihc title of " Praying Ge^^c." 
Th»ir proper name, — the aox by which the y were least hnoini, 
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«t length he recognised the voice of Praying 
Gkobgk, one of the colliers, who was wrestling 
like Jacob, repeating again and again, "Lord, 
wash my heart; Jjord, wash my heart;" adding 
emphasis to each repetition — elevating liis voice 
as lie rose in fervour — bnt as little suspecting 
that he was heanlby a fellow- creature, as Samuel 
did that he should find any one in ihe piace at 
such an hour. He soon gave the response to 
George's prayer, wlio, in bis turn, was surprised 
lo find that Samuel had stolen into tbe place for 
ifie same pnrpose. They mingled their petitions 
iind spirits together, and increased each other's 
(irdour. " I thought," said Samuel, " if the Lord 
could wash George's heart, he could also wash 
mine; and I was fully convinced, that if George's 
heart wanted washing, mine required it much 
more ; for I considered him far before me in 
divine grace." He proceeded from the vei^ first 
on the principle, that " God is no respecter of 
persons," and that from the immutability of his 
nature, tbe same power and goodness exercised 
in one case could, and really «'o((/(/, be exercised 
in another, where a compliance with the means 
proposed to attain the cud was observed. 

He experienced much of tbe presence of God 
in prayer, but no satisfactory evidence of the 
blessing which he sought. Having in all proba- 
bility remained in the same position for a great 
length of time, and having been earnest in bis 
pleadings, be was so affected and enfeebled when 
he rose, that be was unable to stand ci'ect, aiul 
was obliged, as he expressed himself, to" walk 
borne almost double." On passing along one of 
^e fields, he beard & sudden and " mighty rush" 
liver bis bead, as he termed It, the sound of which 
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he compared to a large cuvey of " pigeooH 
sweeping the air with their wings. Being ptfl 
lially bent towards the ground, and tlic morm^f 
light not having iluwneii npon the earth, he nfl 
unable to perceive anything, ha<l any appearsifl 
been visible. He started — but all was gone infl 
instant. Having just eume from the spotwlt^f 
he had been hultling converse with God, |fl 
liuked as he was iu spirit to the invisible wo^| 
it was natural for him — whatever becoiiiet^H 
either the rationality or the Christianity of ^| 
act — todirect bisthoughts thither; and the soiM 
had but just passed, when it oceurred to ^H 
" This is th(> prince of the power of the aiH 
On reaching home, he named the rircimistan^ 
to his wife, who was still more struck with it, 
when, un having occasion to go into the tiel(l« 
some hours afterwards, to milk the cows, slii' 
Heard the same noise as described by Samuel, 
but saw nothing from whence it could proceed.* 
Instead of retiring to rest, be spent the wliolc 
of the morning in private prayer ; and iPuch wa» 
hifl distress — being, as he forcibly expressed 

* Tbougb no anxiety is felt by the writer, far hii credit at no 
anthor, in giFine publicity tu Ihii circumilance; nnd ihouf^h he tui> 
DoparticulBT wuti to^ivc a supernatural character to if, he woutd 
Bevertbcleas, tend bq altenlive ear to the soIuUdti of a few diffi- 
culties with which the sul^ectia Inrulred. The lOand was beanl 
by tiL'o pertoat at dUtlnct periods ; no appearance was vliiUt in 
athcrcase; — the sound was lilie that of biTdf upon the v>ing: — 
the kimr unu unieatonable, in the dni initance, (or any birda to be 
abroad, except (be owl ,' — in Ibe leconU ioiilancc, Uie nit/ht Urd 
muni have disappeared ; — and uhnt laifht liave hcon inriiibh lu 
SDmiiel, through the darkneia of tlie hour, ought to have bceu 
>een by bis wife in the moming-light ; — and on the supposition thai 
the imagiaatioD of the fonner miitht have been a. little aflccted. 
•till the case of the latter — a per»aa ot'amuchcoolerleiDperanieDl, 
and one who had not bpen pastiin^ through the tame nocturnal 
proceBB— preserves the whole in iW native force. ~ 
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liimseir, "under deep cunviction for holiness," 
—that he could " neither eat, sleep, nor work." 
He contimies, " I went mourning, and pleading 
the whole of that diiy, and of that night, but euutd 
tiud no rest to my so\il. The next morning, 
alwnt eight o'clock, I knelt me down upon llie 
saaie flag on whitih God hsul pardoned my sins; 
and while I was pleading his promises, faith 
'priing np in my heart; I found that the blood 
of Christ did indeed cleanse uie from all ain. I 
iiaiucdiately leaped up from my knees. I seemed 
to liave gotten both a new body and a new soul. 
The former appeared like corkwood, it was so 
light. I was clear in my siinctification. It was 
received by faith in Christ. All was joy, peace, 
und love. My soul was constantly mounting iu 
« chariot of fire ; the work! ami the devil were 

Eler my feet." 
The martyrdom of spirit which Samuel ex- 
ieuced, on the death of tlie depravity of his 
are, can only be understood by those who 
kave suffered on the same rack ; and there are 
not a few who have suffered more because of 
indwelling sin, than under conviction of its enor- 
jnity and punishment, as was evidently the case 
with the subject of this memoir.- It is not difficult 
to e.vplaiu this, except to " the natural man," to 
whom every e.xperimental subject is mysterious. 
But to the purely etdightened it is welt known, 
that the discipline experienced in the school of 
repentance, in which the "heavy-laden" sinner 
" 'n/ioiirs" under un oppressive burden, prior to 
entering Into "rest" — into that^^rsior^re/ja- 
Fory state of repose, consequent on hisjustifica- 
" or discharge from guilt — is occasionally leas 
Te than the discipline which is afterwards 
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exercised in tiie scboul of Ciiri^t — into wliiili 
scliuol the pouitent enters immediately on tLc 
reception of pitnion, iinil In wliicli, pi'lurtubif 
reception of what the poet styles "that secoad 
rest," he is taught to " {earn" of him who was 
" meek and lowly in heart," antl while under bi) 
tuition, has, even in tliat slate, to bend Uie nedi 
of his spirit to the "yoke'' which his divine 
teacher imposes. Human nature is not mwk 
of sufficiently tructable materialfi — has been tiw 
long accustonii'd to au imjiroper bias, tu sit com- 
posed under the restraints of i^uch a "jyo^«,"ur in- 
stantly to yiehl toils forms. Tlie workman, eailcd 
"the old man," ishostlic toall the works of'tlie 
new man;" and will not supinely give up liii 
possessions. On the justificalion of a. sinntr, 
peace, sweet peace, falls upon the soul with di{ 
softness of flakes of snow ; and to persons in aii 
imaginative mood, it is as easy — barring the 
coldness of the metaphor — to perceive the soul 
beautifully covered with it, and shining in 'm 
external whiteness: but in the sanclitication uf 
the spirit, the work goes deeper than the soul's 
surface. And, to change the metaphor, it is not 
till after a person's justiiication, that God take« 
the lid from off the tup of the sepulchre of lltf 
human heart, and unfolds to view its hiddeu fillli 
— the beholder, like an nnumiable being looking 
at himself in a mirror, being sturtletl at hjg own 
appearance. Thejuw/w experienced iu both states, 
though severe, differs in its character, t»cca;i,si 
produced by widely different causes. ^4ctiial 
transgression is the immediate cause af peniten- 
tial distress, and innate tlepraviti/ that of a Ite- 
liever's grief — the one finding relief in an act of 
piirdoning inrrri/, and the other in a work of 
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vifying grace; or in other words, both in the 
Bth of Jesus Christ, through the jnerit of 
>se blootl the giiilt of sin is cancelled, and 
I the virtue of w'liose blood the pollution of the 
iis cleansed: and the /am/, if such ancxpres- 
1 may be allowed, is as painful and odious to 
b enlightened mind, as is itf guilt to the awak- 
isrience. To the woodmanwho wishes 
Wadieate, to have the ground perfectly clear, 
i morlitying to have the roots left in the 
as to see the tree standing; and having 
: the one, he is the more solicitous to have 
t other plucked up, not only that be may not 
e what he has already wrought, but that he 
may prevent its again shooting upward, and by 
further growth producing still more pernicious 
fruit. While the misery of a penitent is to be 
found in the accusations of a guilty conscience, 
followed up by awful forebodings of "wrath to 
come," the believer's distress arises from a fear 
of falling — an inward abhorrence of every thing 
rising in the soul incompatible with unsullied 
purity — an anxions desire after a full conformity 
to the tlivinc image — an exquisitely constituted 
conscience, which is as tender to the touch as 
the apple of the eye — the consciousness of still 
possessing a heart prone to wander from the 
living God, and of a nature upon which tempta- 
tion, without great watchfulness, maystill oper- 
ate to the ruin of the soul — a keener insight into 
the spirituality of the sacreil law — a quick-slght- 
edness and frequent anticipations of danger — the 
whole working the mind into a state of earnest- 
ness and of agony to be " freed from the yoke of 
inbred sin." In the latter state there is no sense 
Bf guilt, nor consetjuently of the divine dis- 
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pleasure, ami therefore no fear of punishment; 
yet there is a continual loathing of self — " war 
in the members" — dying to live. All this ap- 
pears to have been kuoivu and felt by Samuel 
Hick, whose own stutenieiit leads to the conclu- 
sion, that he sulfered anich more as a believer, 
that! as a penitent — throu^li ttir; unioo of whicb 
two characters tiic niaa of God is made perfect. 
After he hati riaen from his favourite " flag," 
for whicb be entertained a kind of superstidou^ 
respect, and whicb was now rendered "doubly 
dear," lie walked forth some time in brightness. 
The blessing of purity, whicli he had received, 
was never lost through actual transgression; 
and although he was twice in a ^itate of deep 
distress respecting its evidence, it was soon re- 
gained by the exercise of the same means, and 
an application to the same source, through wbicb 
it was first obtained. " He experienced it," q 
Mr. Dawson, "ujiwards of thirty years — -Jii 
and died in the full potrseFsion of its eJCcellencJ __, 
O, with what warmth, affectiun, and pathos, be 
used to F^iM^ak uf his enjoying the pei'fect love of 
God in bis heai't ! — that love wbicb casts out 
tormenting fear, and strongly and sweetly con- 
strains the whole soul to engage in the whole 
will of God, as revealed in his word ! This love 
expanded his naturally aifectionate heart, and 
his bowels yearned for the salvation of his frici 
his neighbours, and the world." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

NnueTf public rheraeter — hit rail to ijieak in jmhUe—a tfreOtii 
— rqjrore* o derggma* — astitU in pTtrger-meetbigt — ti»iU 
Bowdea and other plaea — a remarkabU oul-pourhig of the 
Spirit of God — hit poicrr in pruycr — labouri tu he weful — a 
ijenfral plan laid dm™ fir tite tpread of rel'ffion fti the villaiita 
of Garforth, Biirfcick, iv. — Sannti rercit&I cu a regalar 
bical preachBT — hit ptrtoH — intellect — ivfiuBace — peatUoriliei 
^^endemesa^^angnags-^lffle of preachijig—an apology for 
kii minigtrg. 

Two things have contributed CBSontially to the 
spread of Weslcyan Methodism; first, the adapt- 
ation of its rules and regulations to every condi- 
tion of man -■ and, secondly, the provision which 
its rules have made for the encoteragemenl and 
exercise of every description of talent. Having 
risen out oi circumstances, it accommodates itself 
to that nature which is the same in every climate 
to which those circumstances belong; and it can 
famish employment for all, from the youth that 
lisps in prayer to the eloquence of the pufpit — 
from the Village Blacksmith to the man crowned 
with academical honours. The system, under 
God, brought into exercise the powers possessed 
by Samuel Hick, who has been heard to say, " I 
know that the Lord has given me one talent, 
and I am resolved to use it. He has given friend 
D. ten; but I am determined that he shall never 
run away with my one." And to his honour it 
H. may he recorded, that he made his one go much 
Kferther in real interest to the cause of Gud, 

i 1 
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than mauy M-ilh ten times the intellect ai 
iDflueiice. 

He appears to have exercised occasionally is 
public, prior to the revival of the work of Gud 
at Sturton Grange. Mr. Dawson reiuarkc, 
" he first engaged in the prayer-meetings, 
next spoke a word by way of exhortation, 
last was done like himself, and always gained lit 
attention of his hearers," Exclusive of a distinci 
impression upon his mind that it was his tlutv 
to call sinners to repentance, he U'as nut a litlk 
influenced by a dream which he had, and to 
*vhich he might be excused for payi tig the grealer 
attention, as God employed a dream for the pur- 
pose of rousing hiiu from spiritual slumber; ami 
more especially might he be excused, when re- 
velation warrants the belief, that "In a dkeasi, 
in a VISION of the night, when deep sleep falleth 
upon men, in slumbers upon the bed; then" God 
" openeth the cars of men, and skaleth tli«r 
INSTRUCTION." The substance of il was this : — 
He dreamed one night that lie set sail to Ibe 
Weal Indies in the character of a missionary, M 
preach the gospel to the poor negroes — that, on 
his landing, he saw a pulpit, the stairs of whicli 
he ascended — and, on unfolding the leaves of the 
Bible, which was laid before him, a perfect blank 
was presented to his eye. " A pretty thing this," 
said he to himself; " a Bible, and not a text in 
it !" He turned over the leaves again and again, 
and suddenly on one of the whit^ pages several 
beautiful gold letters sprung into form, and daz- 
zled his sight. The words were " Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord," &c. These he announced 
as his text, and began to preach, In the course 
of the sermon a poor woman was so afiected 
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i|e intently listening to liini, and gazing upon 
I, that she cried aloud for inercy. He instantly 
litted the pulpit, descended its step?, directed 
lis way to the penitent, prayed with her, and 
won had the unspeakable pleasure of hearing 
lier proclaim the mercy of God in the for- 
giveness of lier sins. From this pleasing dreani 
beawolce; and under its warmest impression, 
exclaimed to his wife, accosting her by name, 
"Matty, 1 believe I am called to preach the gos- 
pel." Martha, less awake to tlie subject than 
brniself, requested him to go Co sleep again, not 
alittle infidel in her principles respecting it. 

This relation was given in his own wm/, on 
a [ilatform, at the first Wesleyan Missionary 
Meeting held at Selby, November 16th, 181-1, 
hefore a crowded audience, when the writer of 
tills memoir was present, together with Mr, 
Dawson and others, and tor the first time was 
fevou red with the sight of Samuel. The descrip- 
tion of the vessel in which he made bis voyage, 
which is too Indicrous to appear among graver 
associations — his suddenly turning to the pulpit, 
and pointing to it as a model of the one in which 
he supposed himself to have preached — the fa- 
miliarity of some of his comparisons, bis views 
rising no higher, in reference to the gold cha- 
racters, from his days having been spent mostly 
ill the country, than some of the more costly sign 
boards of the tradesman — his grotesque figure, 
and still more characteristic action, for the latter 
of which he was not a little indebted to his trade, 
his arms being stretched out, with hie hands 
locked in each other, while he elevated and low- 
ered them, as though he had been engaged at 
tlic anvil ; varying in his movements as he 
F2 
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in zeal and quickened in delivery, becoming 
moi'e and lunre emphatic — 'bis tears — his etuiks 
— his tenderness — liis simplicity — the adroitnCM 
with which he turned upon tlie text, the effects 
of the sermon, &c. to strengthen his call to ilic 
work — the manner in which he brought the sub- 
ject to bear upon the object of the meeting — and 
his offering himself in the fiilncss of his spirit ur 
the close as a miesionary, telling the people Uimi 
iiis "heart was good," liia "health was good,' 
and his "appetite was good;" that lie wanted 
not their money, but would bear his own ex- 
peuses; and that sustaining bis own burilcti, he 
should consider it, provided family connexions 
wouUt admit, the highest honour that could be 
conferred upon him ; — the whole, in short, pro- 
duced both upon the platform and among ttii' 
people, an effect rarely witnessed, and a scene 
calculatedto move on with the memory, and live 
as a distinct picture in the imagination. 

That he had other and more substantial pi 
of his call to exercise in public, there is no tfi 
tion ; but the above shews the peculiar c»u 
his mind, and his attention to wliat was pass! _ 
wifhin, whether asleep or awake, together with 
his readiness to convert every thing to pious pur- 
poses — manifesting, in innumerable iniAt::nces, 
stronger evidences uf piety than of Judf^iiieitt. 

He regularly attended Mickleheld Chapel of 
Ea^e, in which service was perfurmeti about thu 
time, once a fortnight on the Lord's day, by iht 

Rev, T. of Monkfryson, a village about 

miles distant. Mr. T. hud ten shiiUngj and 
pence per day allowed him for his labour; 
neither exhibiting the morality of the gospel fil 
his life, nor preaching its doctrines in the ptU- 
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pit, — denying the inspiration of ihe Spirit in his 
iierinon after the people had been praying for 
it in the Liturgy, Samuel took tlie liberty of ad- 
dreijsing him on the subject one day, as he was 
passing bis door on his way to Fryson. " Sir," 
)ilid he, " I must tell you, ihat you do not preach 
Ac gospel. You say, that there has been no 
ich thing as inspiration since the Apostles' 
lys. Your Sermon contradicts your prayers ; 
k1 I know by experience, that there is such a 
ing as inspiration." He added, "I have been 
^ying to ray Lord either to convert you, that 
may preach the truth, or that lie would send 
i else to preach it ; and I fully believe, 
ISt he will not let you come here much longer." 
[r. T. said little in reply : and though Samuel's 
ibuke might be deemed a compound of igno- 
uce and of impudence, by those who knew him 
■St, yet such was the event, that Mr. T. only 
cached in Micklefield Church Chapel two or 
ree times afterwards, and an evangelical cler- 
iman supplied for some time his place. The 
tt is simply stated; every reader may select 
id enjoy his own inference; but place Samuel's 
prayer out of the question, his fidelity — and this 
is the chief design of the relation, is of more 
real value in the illustration of character, than 
»y conjecture as to the cause of the change. 
In the earlier part of .his public history, to 
lich it is proper to return, an extensive field 
usefulness was laid before him, in the line 
ich Providence apparently marked out for the 
'raying Colliers," with whose labours his own 
Te soon identified. Wherever he went, he 
popular and useful ; but his popularity was 
ther the result of singularity, than drawn upon 
F3 
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him bv any peculiar display of pulpit talent, wliile 
liis usefulness was chiefly among those ol lii» 
own order— though he was highly respected by 
hisBUperiorsintalentand in properly. Notbeinf 
as yet, however, a regularly accredited l»>ca 
preacher, remarks on his mental powers, and 
the character and style of his public addrcssw, 
must be reserved for the period when he was 
fairly brought upon the local preachers' plan. 

One of his earliest public excursions was 
into the Hull circuit, whither he was invited ia 
company with the " Colliers," and from the oM- 
skirts of which no less than seven horses were 
sent to carry them and their colleagues to lie 
first sceneof labour — Spaldington Outside, wheit 
they were met by the Rev. James Wood, the Mfc 
perintendcnt : — a pilgrimage this, which, whfl* 
it might have furnished Chaucer with an epwodt 
for his " Canterbury Tales," would havegreaA 
enhanced their devotional character. SbidikI 
was in the full enjoyment of the heaven whidi 
the witness of his sanctific.ition had imparted, i 
and was ready to conclude, as he observed, tbrt 
"theenemy of souls was dead, because" he him- 
self "was dead to sin;" but he found that he was 
only entering the field of battle; rejoicing mean- 
while, that he "was provided with the whole 
armour of God." «■ 

Mr. Wood, whose judgment, gravity, and C^| 
pcrience would operate as a suitable check to ^H 
ebulliency of spirit of these revivalists, accoB^ 
p«nied them to several places. Howdcn was the 
.ll^^^**^'.*'''''*' ■"* exu-aordinar* influence of 
liillv f i. -P'"* ""^ manifested; and »^s espe- 
cwily fcU m a praver-meetin*', in the awal^^ 
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(fied out like the slain iii battle." Several of 
! old members, ofleniletl with the noise, left 
le chapel. "TLey could Dut stand this," said 
laoiuel ; adding; in his peculiar turn of thought, 
" It was a mercy they went out ; for it rid the 
place of a deal ot unbelief, which tticy tuuk uway 
with theru." Previously to leaving the chapel 
himself, he had arencounterwithoneof his own 
trade, a genuine son of Vulcan, Mho might have 
bnn drawn to the spot from what he had heard 
of the Village Blacksmith. Samuel was pressing 
home, by personal appeal, the subject of experi- 
mental religion upon an old man, when the per- 
son referred to came up to him, and requested 
him to let the old man alone, declaring htm to be 
exceeded by no one in the-town for honesty, and 
affirming his belief that he would go to heaven 
' 4faeD he died. Samuel brunght him to the test 

K" sin forgiven ;" stating, if he knew not this, 
doubted of his safety. His opponent imme- 
Aately lired, telling him, if he said so again, he 
would "fell" him. This was hinguage which 
Samuel would not have brooked on the day he 
lieard Mr. Burdsall, at York, without the metal 
of his own temper being heated to the same tem- 
perature with that of the person wlio stood before 
him ; but he was now another man, and fought 
with other weapons. He replied with undaunted 
brow, " I have no fear of fhat: if you lift your 
hand up, I believe you will not get it down 
again." So saying, he dropped upon his knees, 
and began to pray for the man, wlio, apparently J 

. afraid lest the prayer should turn upon jW^Tnen^ I 

rather than merty, made a precipitate flight. I 

tthe service was closed, he went to the I 
Mr. Ward, a local preacher, where he I 
4_J 
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was invited to spend the night. The good lafiy 
of the house being of the baptist persuasion, wa- 
Iehs prepared than her husband for the fevermij 
agitation attendant on some of the prayer meet- 
ings, and agreeably to her own views, lectured 
Samuel on tlie subject, declaring that lie andbi.' 
agsociatea were destroying the work of God, ami 
that they had made tlie house of God a house of 
confusion; warmly recommending decency an<l 
order. " Confusion !" he exclaimed ; " I believe 
there was such confusion, and great coufusiou 
too, on the day of pentecost." But it was not 
for him to stand and reason the case with hi* 
hostess, however competent to the task ; he 
therefore adopted his " short and easy mcthoil" 
of settling disputes, by going to prayer; "fori 
thought," said be, " she and 1 sbuuld agree 
best upon our knees." He there poured fortb 
his petitions with great Biuiplicity and fervour 
for her and for thefamily. When he arose, she 
affectionately took him by the band, which, to 
him, was the right hand of fellowship. On timi- 
ing another spirit in her, he told her, that in 
most revivals of religion, " three sorts of work" 
might be recogniseil — "the work of God, the 
work of man, and the work of the devil ;" stat- 
ing, thai when the two latter were destroyed, the 
first would stand, and tbat we should be careful 
not to injure the one in suppressing the other. 
The good lady was so completely overcome by 
tlie sincerity and simplicity of bis intentions, bis 
spirit, and his manners, tbat she made it her 
study to render his stay as agreeable as possible, 
by heaping upon him every social comfort. Hi* 
mode of conducting a discussion, or more pro- 
perly, of terminating one, was the best adapted , 



THE VILLACK HLACKSMITH. a/ 

lo Lis own case,uDd migtit be safely re cum me tit led 
in nine iustances oiit of every ten, where the best 
sideof a question is entertained with the worst 
argument!' for itg su|i|i()rt: fur certainly a ques- 
tion is iiot to be decided by the merits of the 
person who lalies it up ; and the best of causes 
may have the feeblest advocate*!. 

The next day the parly ivent to Spaldington 
Outside, at which place a gentleman of the name 
ufBell at present resides j and such ^vas the con- 
course of people collccled together from neigb- 
boui'ing and distant parts, that no buihlin^ could 
be l(>und sufiicicnlly large lo accomodate them. 
The horses of those that rode were tied to the 
t^U-s and hedges, — giving the distant appear- 
ance of a troop of cavalry, and the company 
<llvided themselves into twu distinct bands, and 
occupied two large barns. In the ham originally 
iotended for the meeting, a. temporai7 platform 
was erected for the accommodation of the prayer- 
leaders, exhorters, and more respectable portion 
of ihc female part of the auditory. The latter, 

10 the estimaliou of Samuel WQWiui^re spectators 
of the work of God upon othere. The influence, 
however, becoming more i^eneral, one of these, 
under deep awakenings of soul, cried aloud for 
mercy ; and as though determined to be avenged 
of her besetting sin, her love of finery, she made 

11 sacritice of part of her adornings upon the spot, 
by throwing them among the poorer people be- 
low. With the exception of two or three ex- 
travagances — the absence of which had been 
more remarkable than their manifestation, and 
which Jire subjects of forbearance rather than 
approval under all such circumstances — the 
meeting was attended with great good. 



From this place they proceeded to Newi 
where, severai persous were convinced of 
and others found peace with God ; the sei 
coDtinned till midnight: Mr. Jume? Wood 
ducted the meeting, which was distiiii^iiishnl 
by ^reat decorum. Instead of going- to Hullilu 
succeeding day, as previously arraiig-ed, Sannul 
was obliged to return lioiue, Fiit it was of" 
importance where he was ; on the road, in ' 
shop, ill the field, he was ceaseless in bis atti 
to benefit those who came in his way. 

Journeying homeward, he saw a man sowing 
seed in a field, whom he accosted in his ii:BuaUj 
abrupt, yet affectionate manner j — "You seem 
in earnest. Have you had time to water yoiif 
seed ?" " No," relumed thesojcer; " we nevef 
water this kind of seed : it is wheat, not rye, thai 
we steep, and sprinkle with lime." Samuel hail 
another object in view, aud said, "That is not 
what I want to be at ; tiave you been on your 
knees Uiis morning, praying to God to give his 
blessing to the seed?" This instantly brought 
tlie charge of Methodism upon him. "O, yoo 
are aMethodist ! If you had been at our church 
yesterday, you would have heard our parson givi^ 
them their character." "You had a poor erram 
there," was the reply; "If the Methodists ;u 
wrong, you ought to pray for them to be >i ' 
right." It was in this way that he was constantly 
scattering seed — not always skilfully, yet often 
seasonably^ for there were many instances of ili 
falling into "good ground," 

Another field of labour opened to him after 
this period, more regular and permanent in it* 
character, and much more accumniodHting tu his 
circumstances. " About the year 1797)" pay* 
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Hir. Dair^on, " a plan was laid dotva to engage 
Hpe talents of uli the prayer- leader:> and exhorters 
^ubc village.': of Garforth, Barwick, Kippav, and 
^Bcklefield, toii^cther with other places in the 
^Knity; ail of whom were to be uuited, and 
^■Itinerate through the whole neighbonrhood. 
^Bther Hick very readily agreed to have his 
^Kne entered upon the plan, and having a hursc 
^Bconimand, he could go tu the most distant 
^^Kes withont difhculty. He attended promptly 
^B conscientiously to his appuintmentt>, so long 
^Hbe union existed; and it was this plan that 
^Hught him tu tlie notice of many persons who 
^Krwise would not have been acquainted with 
^B, and laid the foundatiun of his future and 
^^ke widely extended usefulness. After thi:^, 
HE name was placed upon the regular local 
^rcacliers' plan, of the Pontefract circuit, the 
places of which he supplied with pleasure to 
himself and profit tu the people, to whom he 
reconuneiided the person and salvation of Jesua 
Christ. When Micklelield Mas taken into the 
Selhy circuit, his name was inserted in the plan 
of the local preachers belonging to that circuit ; 
but residing on the borders of the Selbyand Pon- 
tefract (;ircuits,hifi name stuod on both plans.*" 
In reference to the last particular, Mr. Dawson 
Ipceeds, " I rcraeraber calling upon him one 
, when he observed, that his time was pretty 



f TliU woa cotKtidetiiijIy subsequent to the period of 1T97, 
n tbe g:FDenil plan was made, which asiiDctiiled Ibe pmyer- 
lendfrs with Ihe pxiiorlcn. One or SamUEl'v conlcmponirin 
thinks it wus not till 1X03, tlut lie was rcguliirly admitted on the 
|>lan, though he bod addreiucd public (uucmbbes from the lime 
itated aa above. Prior to the year 1807, the plans of the Fon- 
^ circuit M'tre wrjllen ; after tlinl, tliey were printed, Selby 
ic the head of a circnit in 1SI2. 
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well fiUfd Up, saying, ' You Bee I have my namt 
upon both FoiitulVact and Selby plans ;' cmpba- 
tically adding, '.there is no livitig with htlj 
work.' " It was Ids " »'eat and his rfriwA," like 
bim "who went about doing good," to do tbo 
wil) of his Falbei"; and in the execution of iki 
will he alone could live. 

The first time be ventured to take a ten. 
was in a school-ruom, in Aberford, bis nacivr 
place; and it was the one with which he tv» 
dazzled in his dream. The room was crowded; 
and it is probiible that the success of this, tuul 
a few similar attempts, might have led the fftj 
for the insertion of bis name on the plan among 
"exborters." That the attempt was prior to 
such insertion, is likely from the fact of tk 
person, belonging to the school-room, having 
joined Mr. Kilham's adherents soon after tli« 
division, on the event of which there ^vould bf 
but little (lispositiuii to grant the loan of ibe 
place, owing to the stateof party feeling, wbicli 
was then at the highest point of elevation. He 
had large cungregacions in those days ; ami 
when he had no regular appointment, be ven 
often, in company with his friend WilUaiu 
Brandfoot, travelled from ten to fifteen miles tu 
a lovefeast; — an example, by the way, whicb 
is not much to be commended, and which be- 
comes criminal — though far from the case with 
Samuel, when persons give the preference to a 
lovefeast in the country to the Sacrament of tlie 
Lord's Supper in the town, and nearly at iheir 
own door. 

Being now fairly before the public, it is de- 
sirable that a distinct image of the man shoi 
be put into the possest=ion of the reader, thai 
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may have a more correct conception of the 
personage with whom he passes aloiifj, instead 
of being in tlie presence of a kind of invisible 
agent, with whom he is permitted to converse in 
the dark, till the writer, in the usual biographical 
mode, and as though his pen had been previously 
employed on some other person, is pleased to 
unveil his subject at the close of his work, in the 
exhibition of a summary sketch of his character. 
The subject of this memoir may be considered at 
this period, as possessing that which in the ge- 
neral acceptation of the term, properly consti- 
tutes character, nnd that too, perfectly distinct in 
itself. Instead, therefore, of throwing the mind 
of the reader hack, at the close of the book, upon 
that which has groitin out of character, and not 
character fi-om it, he must carryforward with 
him B distinct recollection of the man, through 
which he will be the better prepared for all that 
mayfollow, as well as judge of the likeness given 
— the one proceeding from the other like the tree 
from tlie root, the bough from the stem, and the 
fruit from the minor branches ; just as character 
gives rise to circumstances, and circumstance! 
become the medium through which the tempem 
of the mind and dispositions of the heart are 
ibanifested,unfolding themselves to others, either 
as wholesome or pernicious _/Vf«V, 

There was but little that might be deemed 
prepossessing in his person. He was tall and 
bony, rising to the heightofuboiit six feet. Hard 
labour, and the nature of his employment — low- 
ering one arm with the iron, and raising the 
I other with the hammer, while he stooped at the 
I BDVit — gave a roundness to the upper part of his 
back, and a slight elevation to his right shoulder. 
G 
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His hnif was imlurally light — his complexion 
I'ftir — his fact- (iiU, but more inclined to tlie uvri 
thai) tho ruuiid — and hi^ general features^ smaU, 
with n !ii>U, i|uick, blue-gruy, twinkling eyt, 
niirtHkiug nl'thr ehiinictor ut'hia mind, twi tikllng 
in ihonglit utid sending out occasiunal and ii>- 
l'\|lre»^ihte nHliirHl beauties, like streaks of siiU' 
Hliiric hctwcin utlitTuiite darkly rolling cloucb, 
1 1 is mind was peculiarly constructed, anil hail 
nil the I'llVv't in preaching and in coiiversation, 
of (III intellect broken into fragments — not shin- 
ing forth a» a whole, like the sun diiTnsiag lii^ht 
nnd day ; but the scattered portions shiniri;; 
Nepuralely, like hiars in the heavens; and the^' 
too, not silently »ud slowly stealing out, one by 
>iiK'} but Huddenly breaking upon the eye in 
nuuibePH, nnd from unexpected ijuartcrti, si}m 
of llii'in Inn indistinctly viiiibte, and others a> 
luvily !!■- \ eiiii!* in all her glory. He appeared 
Utierly iiK'iirniljle of rltissifying his thongliWj* 
nnd il in doiiotcdbyilie writer, whether any nuide 

• iHlliciiinn' IcnjIlwnrJ rxtrncla given from hia jiaprt^ilK 
wrttpf hoiMrHoiuiHilly tukm the lilKrIj<iFlran!.pnH)i^BoniForth 
llli)U||l>la,l'iir lliPHtLi'iir im'KTcingiMHnvIbiDg; like unity Hndotihii 

Rltriiiliii^ III ill! Liii'i' ilnii'. uilh ibe litrictFst MrupuliHily, lollii' 

•Mill' liii' 'i.ii .; I . I M^iii-il Ut the rtttJ*r. Samui?! was n"l 

iilti>|i< il>< I i.'i "I I i!« i-lijiRicti-ruiO vxtnitoFbiB inli'llccttKil 

flutti'i<, ii'i Nil Iiii iiionil cunilltibn. Speukiiig of bim 

III Id < I <<i .ill' 11 iiti r rmiriil tlmt Stimuel liuJ viuird hbi 

III, .1.11 II..II r I'imtrr, Miildlesex, 
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mini' III I riiiiii |'i"|ii,,riii i , ii-.in iii^iruiiiriii,ae viiiilotenilil> 

niliir III iliiM |ii riiMi , In i.iti'il uiih u ilcicnc uT plcnKiDlry<— Fur 

IlitR-iiiil iiil Ill' ni'i-l iirMvntii n-lutrsQine of biBGimvcru- 

lliMK Hill Iijtiii I iriiioi'liiiii arUiR fadaliirrre — bia firat inlrr- 

flf w ittll- liiiii s I, iiilli hia iiitikl (iiiiinn^ai and iMmptiril). 

I'OVi'nil will K .kni'i'l ■jiilrkly ii|i lo Uie Dr^-Hhuik handi 

■ nil lilrii — anil alter a tvw wunli, irtlrvily priH-i-edetl lliiu: ■« Yuu 
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f' mental discipline wliicli could have been 
1, even in yuiitii, would have reduced hi* 
a cuuiparHtively chaotic uiiiii) to order; and 
*"y doubtful, whether any society, with such 
Bcutiarly cutistructcd mind, would have given 
;, and grace, and polish to his manners. Y'et 
ie, or perha|is, more properly unwieldy, as 
I were the latter, there was nothing to offend ; for 
while persons in the middle ranks of life were 
iiul at a sufficieut remove from him to form a 
eontrasl, those in the higher walks of society 
were instantly arrested by an undetiiiable some- 
tiling about him, which taught them, that t/iat 
LJfbich might not comport with good taste, was, 
Haiertheless, that which ought to be borne, and 
Hhn impression in his favour, which would in- 
JBhtly compel every high-wrought feeling, and 
an etiquette, to bow before the untutored black- 
smith — entering, before he was long in their 
presence, into the real enjoyment of his society 
and conversation, and delightfully embracing op- 
portunities for again holding converse wiili him. 
To persons in the polished circles it was a relief 
to the uiind to be with him — one of those novel 
Hicnes but occasionally met with in the landscape 
of life. Instead of the dull, monotonous plain, 
whose richest garb becomes common-plaee by 
constantly gazing upon it, in Samuel it was like 



can gri through wilh prpacfaing brUer than me : 1 canno) 
be distiirbeJ ; I have hut one Idea, yoa see : antl if 1 h 
vliy, 1 have Ihrn no mnre lo go In; bulyuu, Sir, you I in vi 
ideal 1 so (hal if you wcri^ lo lose uncr, yon coulil |iick up 
liy the way, and go on with it." Bv "one idm," he nieBtit i 
ing thought nu which he intended to dvell. While the 
aAb t in the illiulratiou of inlelleclual ebaiucler, it shews 
^^M^tion wlikh Homeliai?!! appearfd lu himself, i 
Hkof reading, when he tumtd hia eye inwurd, 

■ G2 
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broken rocks, wood and water; a piece of mi 
land, with patches of" rich soil beneath the heat^l 
witli here and there u flower ol'surprisiug beauty 
Kpritiging up iu the midst uf the wilderiuu 
scene ; llie whole contiibutiug to shew the effect 
oi grace upon nalure — and a imturetoo, which, 
without that grace, could never have been sab* 
dued into any thing like decorum or sobriety. 
This might appear tu ^uiiie, and may nut im- 
probably be subjected to the charge, as partaking 
a little too much of the pencil and colouring ^ 
the artist; as permitting, in the real cliaracter 
of romance, the imagination to be let loose npuo 
a Hubject which ought to command the graver 
exerciise of reason, The fact is — for not any 
thing shall be permitted to operate to the sup- 

Eression uf truth, and llicChrislianity of thecaw 
as nothing to fear iuthc way of consequence— 
the fact is, that such a man and such a life might 
— and it is penned with reverence — might, with- 
out the aid of imagination, without any art 
or exaggeration, form the ground-work of a 
lighter exhibition, say — a farce, to the awfully 
soieniD, and splendid representation of the Chris- 
tian religion. But then, religion had nothing 
to do in the construction of tlie man's mind 
— a min<l more nearly allied to the comic than 
the tragic in its operations, and whose effects, 
though perfectly undesigned on the part of the 
actor, laid a more powerful hold upon Ui^ 
lighter than the graver feelings. Christiai ' 
took the man as it found him, and perfon 
upon him its graixl work, which ia not to eliai 
the construction of t)ie mind so much an its tta- 
ture; to effect, in other words, its iUuminatiort 
and renovation: nor is it requisite, to compare 
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■Innporal things with spiritual, in cleansing a 
inilding, to change tiie position of either a door 
» a, window. The ijrace of Goit was observed 
blay a strong hand upon an otherwise untract- 
(ble nature — mailing light shine into darknesi, 
kwel! as out of it — straightening the crooked- 
lees of fallen humanity — planting flowers where 
Mhing but the rankest weeds would have grown 
forcing, by an irresistible power, an untaught, 
d, in some respects, though not in the strongest 
iense, an uncouth being, upon society, and com- 
pelling the wisdom, the wealth, the dignity of 
this world to bow before that being — one, who, 
without the grace of God, would have been in 
iDger of being despised, and yet the despisers, 
rough that grace, acknowledging the power of 
e Supreme in a thing of nought. 
I This is not a subject slightly to be dismissed, 
imuel Hick was untaught in the school of this 
Wid ; art would have been lost upon him ; he 
u one upon whom education and polished so- 
ciety as already hinted, could never have had 
their full effect ; he seemed formed by nature, as 
well as designed by Providence, for the forge ; 
and not any thing short of the grace of God ap- 
pears to have been capable of constructing more 
than a Blacksmith out of tlie materials of which 
e was composed. It was never intended that the 
sad of a Phidias should work upon him. Such 
_ B the peculiar vein, though excellent in itself^ 
Nit it would never have paid for the labour. 
I&o man, with greater selt-approprlation — no! 
even the apostle himself— could exclaim, "By 
the grace of God I am what I am ;" or with the 
^oet, " O, to grace how great a debtor I" 
ik Not any thing, however, that has been 

L L. 
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advanced on his mentui endowments and ci 
bilitics, and as applicable to lum as a fallen beiugv 
in common with others of the same species, V 
intended in the least to deny him the credit tt 
posseBsing great openness of disposition, and U" 
bounded getierasity. The latter was expresie 
not &\wa.ys gracefully, but /umesily, and taarmh _ 
and like the sea-anemone, which feels the first 
returning- wave upon the rock, and throws oul 
all its tendrils, his tender nature would give forth 
all its sympathies on the slightest intimation ul 
human woe. United to uncommon tenderness 
of heart, there was a sincerity and a simplicity 
which no one could resist, which linked him li> 
every spirit he came near, and which, while his 
own yearnings led him to weep over distress, to 
seek it out in all its haunts, and to relieve it to 
the leaving of himself pennyless, ever secured to 
him fellow-helpers in any projected work of 
benevolence. And yet, with his own bowels of 
compassion thus yearning over human misery — 
misery both of body and of mind — his ejes saST 
fused with tears, and his face beamiog wiM 
patriarchal benevolence, melting the hearts jp 
those thai stood before bira, who mingled tht 
tears with his, it was impossible — such weretl 
uutbreaking-s of intellect, such the sudden traBi( 
itions of thought, such his' similies for iliustr^ 
tion, such his peculiar mode of expression, I 
h&lf-solemn,half-comicorundesignedlyludicrol 
representations — it was impossible to supprt' 
the smile; and smiles would have been actual 
flickering, like patches of light, over the satq 
face down which the big gushing tears wereseti 
chasing each other in rapid (succession. Bcfoi 
a few seconds had elapsed, all smiles had suba 
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sided, and tlie listener was left almost atigry witii 
liimself for indulging in thuni, when he was aware 
that the speaker never intended them to appear 
in company with tears on such occasion and on 
!uch a subject ; and still larger tears would start 
— tlie auditor employed in wiping them away 
niih his pocket handkerchief. 

InpreachiDg,as in conversation, he was never 
al " one stay," in reference tu subject ; but ever 
and anou there were fine strokes of wit, touches 
ofkeen repartee in his addresses to sinners, and 
occasional beautiful illualrations of scripture, 
lurning often upon a single thought capable of 
furnishing hints for superior minds and better 
thinking, not only by being themselves improved 
ia the laboratory of the brain, but by leading' to 
another and still nobler train of thought, which 
might ultimately enrich the individual,and which 
—except for hnving thus been struck out by 
Samuel, like a spark from his own anvil — would 
never have been elicited by long and previoui 
■tiidy. In this way inferior minds often become 
*leps by which superior intellects attain a higher 
character of thought. To the uuinstructed and 
depressed bis preaching was especially adapted; 
and hy bringing a great deal of what was familiar 
to the lower orders of society into his addresses, 
he was extensively useful in encouraging and 
raising the minds of the humble poor, who could 
indulgcwitha relish lusuehtbodasbe bad to give, 
without satiety; when more costly and highly 
decorated dishes would have been much less 
savoury. Not a few of his strokes in the pulpit 
were as sudden as those which were manifested 
IU8 regular calling, when sparks as profusely 
med to fiy all around, warming and enlight- 
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eniug, and Uiddiiig the jirofaaely heedless 
out of the way. 

His language in tbe pulpit was the same at 
in social lilc — the bioatlext, and yet, as has been 
ah'eady intimated, most closely abbreviated Weit 
Yorkshire dialect; tlie lurinergivin^afulnessaod 
quaiDtaess tu many of his intellectual clothings; 
and the latter uperating, to employ a homely 
simile, like a pair uf scissors in the oi'gaD.« of 
speech, clipping a piece from of!' each word, and 
not uiifreiiuently from the same word at both 
ends.* This to a Yorkshireman, and particularly 

* Tbe irijter bad it once in canlcmplnlion to give the wbok tl 
SaraueCi nmarkt in Ihe diulfct in wbicb he ipcike; but tliuu|h 
this would bare giren a gifatrr |iraminencc lu bia character, 11 
iuij{lit ha*e ilimlDiihed the elfect tvliich it was otberwLse denrablt 
to produce. Nor a it necessary for purposes of accuracy, to grve 
a man's pro^imdatian in tlic u-ordu be employs. Fidelity, in 
mcb a. ease, wouid be as aiMUrd as uaneceriaary, since it wi/ald 
require erery {Mvee of biograpby, tuvary accordiag tu ita salted, 
from the p«erto the peasant. Ad ingeniuus apoiO|;y, theieCocr, 
might be TrdiiiFd fijr honest Samuel, frotn either Walker's or to; 
other Pronouncing KctJonary, in which the «^ and (he oar aif 
almoat perpetually at variance willi each otlier, in the diHeiescf 
which »iubsistB between Ibe spdling and the pranuaciation at \i« 
*amc word; nnd also in the fliictuationa in tbe suae langnap 
among tbe name people, at ditT^rent periods of lime. A Tew vardi 
from the rocabolary of the deceaaed, which tbe reader will liad is 
aGloswry, at tbe close of Ibe rolume, siexemplifinl in his paprn, 
drawn from his conversations, &e. will fumisb a correct coiiceptiui 
of bin language, and wili support a remark made in a. precediii| 
page. As the language cnnnol operate aa a reflerlioa againil 
Samoel in any other way than that in nhicb the whole of the 
lower grades in society, in the West of Yorkshire, are participatorii 
and a* tbe inhabitants of diO*erpnt portions of the island are not 
exempt from converaationai peculiarities and proTiocialiHiis, one 
county or district is as much entitled tu Ibe laugh as the otbcr, 
and also forl>earance.— Tbe following specimen of the English 
language, ia a letter of Robert Watcrton, to King Henry V. I43D, 
dated from Melhley, where the King bad bis lodge, and where 
Samuel, some centuries aflerwards, moted, conrersed, and, Id a 
fiw instances, entrenched on the very sume pronunciation with tl(e_ 
worthy letter-writer, will be a. curioiity to some readen "" 
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i one of the least educated, gave Samuel an ad- 
vantage over many of his brethren — he always 
ti appearing to such an one like an instrument in 
I tune: but to another than a Yorkshire ear, the 
instrument often gave an "uncertain sound" — 
the sense being to be gathered, not from detached 
parts, but from the whole ; and as his speech was 
rather rapid, his preaching, to persons unac- 
quainted with his provincialisms and pronuncia* 
tioo, had the effect of a broken £nglish from the 
lips of a foreigner, where attention is constantly 
kept up, in order to come at the sense of thespeak- 
er, and where the interest continues to heighten 
in proportion as we are let into the meaning of 
what is heard. To keep perfecly grave through 
one of his pulpit addresses, was extremely diffi- 
cult; yet the most grave found it impossible to be 
angry, because they saw at once there was no 
design to produce a smile on the part of the 
speaker, and that he seemed unconscious of its^ 
presence while there. It resolved itself into SLpecU" 

<< Os (as) I have concey vid by zour right honourable lettres 
wry tin at zour Cytee, — the which I have receyvid ryght late syth 
Paaky (Easter) wyth othir zour lettres undir zour Pryve Seale, 
cbarging roe to assaye by all the menese (means) that I kan to 
€X3rte and stirre sych as bene able gentilmen wythin the shjrre and 
the contree, that I dwell in, to kome (come) ovyr to zowe at zour 
Wage, armyd and wrayde as langys (belongs) to thaire astate, to 
do zowe servycc, and for to certifie als well to zowe os to zour 
Counsell of thaire answere and thaire will, the whych zour hegh 
comaundement 1 have bygune to labour apon and sail trewely 
forthe (further) dayly wyth all my myght till I have perfourmd 
zour forsayde comaundement. And upon Wedynsdaye next sail 
zour Justice sitte at Zork (York) apon the deliverance of tlie 
Gaole there and a Cession of the Pees (Peace) also, at which 
tyme I suppme to speke with many of the gentyls there, and als 
MHie aftyr as 1 maye be answered I sail certifie os zowe base lykid 
to comaunde mt^, wyth 'all the haste, &c. Writin at zour awne 
li^ge of Metheleye the xii daye of Aprill-— zour trewe leige man 
iipd sutigitie) &c.*' See ElUs^s Original Letters, vol i. p. 6. 
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llarift/Tather ttian a fault — an imperfection in t)ir 
medium ufcommuntiation, ralher than a sin, in t\\:- 
lirst instance, in llic man ; and hence the line- ul 
forbearance — fortfivfiiess being iincalled for— 
ranparallfl witii the failing or infirmity. 

To advocate, in iitiqualified terms of aproba- 
tion, tliccgtablislimentofsncli a style of preach- 
ing, would argui! as little taste, judgment, skill 
in Christianity, and knowlerlge of human nature, 
as it would, in another view of the subject, have 
been criminal to deny such a man opportunities of 
usefulness, since numbers miglit have remaineil 
unbeuefited to the same extent by more highljr 
polished instruments. The Divine Being, who 
found a place in the Old Testament church for 
the employment of one of the Ae;'(/men of Tbkoa, 
and in the New, fov a fisherman of Gai.ii.be, and 
a toi^-w/aA^'rofTARsi's,* has certainly not altered 

* Thewrilei isiitrare thai it wan cutlumary Tor the high^-Tauki 
in aociely Rinong the Jews, aa netl as the pour, to leach thdr 
childrea a trvule; it IhHd^ B maxim among them, that "hevbo 
teaches not hiH son a Iradr, tfBChe:4 him to l>p a thit'f }" and tlutf 
one of Ibe Jewish Kabbies was surnuined the Skoe-nuiker, onotbn 
Ibe Baker, Sk. : iHir a be iea< aware that it coiulituted a part el 
Ihe education of olhen of the Easternt, and wtu (ifactiv^d domta 
Ibe time of Sir Paul Hicnat; the Grand SeJBntor, to wlium he wu 
amiiaaudor, baring beta taught to nuke jto:idm i/xioni — laiighl 
not only u un amuHtneiit, but a.t Df^cmuir)' tu tupport life uiida 
adnne circumitances, oo any UDexpected change ur fortune : ant 
nia.y he luJd Trom hcnise, that the mechanical arts thu« conDcctioi 
tIifDi9clvcB, DDtonly with rank, but with the literature iirihelinw, 
□ugbt not tu be adduced a> n precedent to support Ihe uiodtH 
euBluni oTg ranting mechinicsa liri'ncp lopreach the gospel. Tttttt 
are Ivo claKsen of abjeclors ; anil those wbo an^ nut met by nB> 
example receive a check from another. Some perHons contend kt 
a syBtematic, clandcal cducatiun, and condemn the smallest intct- 
fi^retice with the artu, a.s thuuj{h Ihcy either lowered the dignity or 
contaminated Ibe purity of the prieilliood. Such are referred IB 
tbe case of St. Paul, who, after bis consecration to Ibe priest's offier, 
wu not ashamed tu labour wilb bin own hand^. The second ctaM 
lit ulyecton includes such as would tolerate a Itterary character, 
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ihe constitution of lits cliiircli ?o seriously, as to 
dtny the meehanh- an official situation in it now ? 
He u'bo divided public teacbers of old into dif- 
ferent classes, giving " some apostles ; and Rome 
prophets; andEOmc evangelists; and some pas- 
tors and teachers" — not despising tbe humbler 
office of an exhorter — does not now surely find 
human nature in such a detightfully improved 
state, as to render exhorlation iiseiess ? He who 
required the use of from one to ten talents, in tbe 

but pertiM in niiiiiituining that ttie iUifenrfeinrthanic has no right 
to Bssuniclhr oIKce ofa Chriatiali teacher. Tbene arc diretlei) to 
the case ur Peter — Peter, nhucoulil never boast of a classical edu- 
ealion, nndyel under the tuition of the Holy Ghaut, could apeak 
of "iin/enrne(i"men ttrertfnn the SrrtptUrM lo Iheir own dcstmc- 
Ijoii, eslablishing by that a claim to another kind of kaming from 
(hilt whicb i« tansht in our public M:buol« — without »hicb a man 
inay be a novice in Ihe things of God, and with which, tile uoiet- 
tcred plebeian riws, in ehiiri'h affoin, miperjor to the lomtFrudite 
t>t)o is otherwise unschooled in the experimental vrritiesof Chris- 
lianity. It is not a tittle singolar, that among some of the peisoDs 
who object to receive iitttrBCtioii from the llpa ofa poor mechanic, 
there srethoje who can see nii impropriety in a clergyman atteoi]- 
ing to bis glebe through the week. In " A Charge delivered tuthc 
Clergy of Ihe Deaneries of Ricbmuud and Qitterick, within the 
Diocese of Chester, on Thursday, July 4th, 1816, by John Uead- 
hini, A,«., Rector of WyclilTe, and Deputy ComniiMat7 uf the 
Anlideai^onry of Gicbmoud," agricatlitral jniTtidti are highly 
ictuamuriMtfil to the clergy. Since then, Mr, Headbm has been 
elevated to the dignity of an ;irchdeacon, and one of the clerical 
agricuUurixtn in the neighbourhoud died in a «late of insolvency. 
Thia casc—ahould a seconil edition of the Sermon be demanded, 
UiDuld lead Mr. Hcadlam to reconsider the pai^japb in which 
the advice i» given. Though Huch failure might be ui^ed as a 
caution against ministers already set apart for the sacred oifice 
(Dteriug into the businrsa of the world, who puHiess a cooipelency 
ofpersunal property, or are otherwise respectably supported by 
Iheir separate charges, or as by law establii^hed ; it could not be so 
luccesilully uiged against men already engaged in commercial 
pursuit!] who received their call in Ihe micUt of such pursuits — 
who, from various causes, may be prevented from devoting them- 
>el vcs excliuirely to the Kurk— who toil, like Samuel Ilicb, without 
(alary — and who have nu oilier way of supporting themselves aail 
their faiuilirs, but by manual or other labour. 
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days of his flesh, does not find the highest num* 
ber multiplying so fast, certainly, that he caniMt 
in the order of his providence, and in the govern- 
ment of his church, furnish employment to per- 
sons possessed of only one or two ? Such a 
ministry owned?of God — ^and he has deigned to 
own it— ought to be borne by the more highly 
gifted and cultivated, for the sake of the |Mior,tt 
thousands of whom the preaching of the Village 
Blacksmith, and others as unlettered as himself, 
has been of essential service. It may occasioo* 
ally produce the blush of learning ; but in Am% 
this, piety, at the same moment, is perhaps com- 
pelled to blush at the very life which some of 
the literati lead ; and thus blushes are blushed 
at in their turn ; for what in the one is criminal, 
in the other is an infirmity ; and to see such as 
in the eye of learning appear halt, and maimed, 
and infirm, rise in arms against the commois, 
enemy of man, argties, at least, as in civil aflain, 
a nobler public spirit — a higher degree of patri- 
otism — than is possessed by persons of superior 
ability, who remain inactive, and wlio ought to 
be led on by a sense of duty, to labour for the 
public good. The moment it is established asi 
truth, that " God hath" not " chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise, and 
weak things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty;" that very moment a sub- 
stantial plea is instituted against the preaching 
of Samuel Hick. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Ma dtUgaitr—ihe ligU In irhidi he beheld mankivii—ihtnbttann 
of a ermrtTiatUm held with Earl Merborough — SanauVi eir 
eunucribeil hwnrUdge (n no/urni hUtoTy—hii riewt iff Ihe 
Bible— prooft infanmr of the doiirlne of future raatTdt anrf 
puniihmenti — hit ■dril to the teat of Earl Mexboroagh — a point 
of conicieBEe — a paHilinii—fiileUtg in reproving im, at Ihe 
hasardaf being injured in hii trade- — Ihe milleaiam deitemuiln 
hilched in, (u a eheck to phaiure laieTi — three hmtlng eccleii- 
atfiti rendered the nfrject ofatniment nmoiifl the tilled laitg 
— minitlerial fruit a proof of the pou-er oftmih, not of a cult 
to preach ll-~dutg on saddled horiei viewed ai a hardship — 
Somuerir more extended labouri — jjnVntioii* — periecHtiotu — B 
poor iridou} — a amqaeil arer bigotry at Ledimm, 

Being now recognised asa regular local preacher, 
Samnel con^cientiunsly attended to Ids various 
appointment!;, though he was far from parsi- 

Imoniously confining himself to them, as if duty 
proceeded no fnrtlier than the limits prescribed 
to him by his brethren. His zeal was not to be 
bounded by the appointments of a plan. He 
observed his appointments as he did his regular 
aeaaens for private prai/er — ^as duties to be per- 
- formed — not to be neglected but with peril — and 
;ittended to with delight; hut extra work was 
like a special season for retirement — something 
out of the regular track — and was enjoyed by 
him as children revel in the enjoyment of a 
lioiiday. In the Church of Rome he would have 
had the credit of being wealthy in works of su- 
^^tere rogation. He imitated, on a miniature scale, 
^Eh« great apostle of the gentiles, and was " in 
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labours more abundant :" and wh}r ? He was m 
his Master's work, as St. John was in his Lonl'i 
sabbath — "in the Spirit;" and in the spirit of 
the thing itself too, he was always found. 

His zeal, however, as has already appeared, 
was not a mere crackling blaze in the pulpit. 
His workshop was his chapel, and many were 
the homilies which he delivered over ihe an¥jl 
and over the vice, to both rich and poor* In tfak 
he was no respecter of persons. He looked upon 
every human being as possessed of au immortal 
spirit — depraved by nature — redeemed by Christ 
— within the reach of mercy — and himself as ac- 
countable to God for the improvemeat or non- 
improvement of opportunities of usefulness to 
them : and hence, to repeat his own language, 
he ^^ was always at them," because always yearn- 
ing over them in melting compassion. Advert- 
ing to the more early part of his history, he 
observes, '^ At this time I feared no man, btit 
loved ail ; for I wanted all to enjoy what I felL 
I rciiieiiiber Lord Mexborough calling* at my 
shop one day, to get his horse shod. The horse 
was u line animal. I had to back him into the 
smithy. I told his lordship that he was more 
hij^'hly favoured than our Saviour, for he had 
only an ass to ride on, when he was upon earth." 
Th.^ Earl suspecting that Samuel was not very 
well instructed in natural history, replied, "In 
tiic country where our Saviour was born, the 
people had rarely any thing but asses to ride 
upon ; and many of them were among the finest 
animals under heaven, standing from sixteen to 
seventeen hands high.^' This information wfls 
new; and as grateful apparently for the improved 
condition of his divine Master, as for an increase 
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of knowledge, Samuel exclaimed, "Bless the 
Lord ! I am glad to hear that : I thought they 
were like the asses in our own country," Sam- 
uel's simplicity might excite a smile; but there 
were other biblical subjects which gave him a 
superiority over many of his more learned fellow- 
creatures. The Bible was better known by him 
as a revelation of God, on subjects of a spiritual 
and experimental nature, than as a historical 
record.* 

While Samuel was engaged with the horse, 
the Earl, says he, " sat down on the steady clog," 
and with great condescension and familiarity, 
entered into conversation with him. "I am 
inclined to think, my good man," said the noble 
visitant, "that you know something of futurity. 
Pray, what becomes of the soul when it leaves 
the body?" As Samuel had no doubt of the 
divine authority of the Scriptures himself, he 
took it for granted — more from the strength of 
his own faith, than presuming upon it out of 
courtesy, as St, Paul might have done in the case 
of Agrippa, when there was no evidence to the 
contrary — that the Earl was also a believer in 

* It is stated that Dr. Doddridge, while engaged with hi« 
Expositor, was in the hahit of consulting one of the old memhers 
of bis church on those texts of Scripture, which contain in them 
the heights and depths of Christian experienced-conduct equally 
connplimentary to the Dr.'s condescension and the venerable man's 
piety. The Dr., though a pious man himself, knew that experi- 
■lental religion was progressive in its character and operations, and 
beheld his hoary auditor as having many years the advapce of him 
—beheld him like mellow fruit, ready to drop off, or to be plucked 
for heaven. He was aware that he himself wanted age and sun- 
ning for several passages ; and although he brought all the ex- 
perience he possessed to bear upon them, he suspected there 
was still something beyond. To his own head^ he required the 
advantage of the old man^s heart : and united knowledge and 
experience tell upon the understandings and affections of otheiik 

H 2 
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llioir truth, and iiroceetled to state, tbat, in timet 
of old, " there was a certain rich iiiau, 
was clothed in purple arid fine liiieu, and fared 
sumptuously every day — that this man died, and 
was buried — that, though thebodyn a? couimittcit 
to the dust, the soul was ?ent to hell — that Iwtli 
would remain till the luoroing of the rei 
tiuii — and that, at that period the body and thr 
soul, which liiid shared in each other's wicked- 
ness, shouUl also share in the miseries of the 
damned, and the smoke oj' tlieir turmeiits would 
ascend for ever and ever : — that there was like- 
wise a poor man, named Lazarus, which was l^d 
at the rich man'sgate, full of sores — tbat he did 
too — that angels carried his soul to Abraham') 
bosom — that the soul would remain there til) tiir 
great archangel's trumpet should sound, wh«i 
richand poor,small and gi-eat,shouldstand before 
God — and that the soul and body which shareil 
in each other 'seuffcrings uponearth, would share 
in each other's joys in heaven." It never enU'rcd 
into Samuel's mind to enquire whether the nar- 
rative came in the shape of a history, or of a 
parable; and neither was it indeed necessary tu 
his purpose, as parable is the representation ol 
truth — truth in the spirit, though not in the let- 
ter: nor had he any thing else in view — unless 
it werethat of making the subject apeak I h rough 
the "rich man" to his noble auditor — than to 
establish, in the best way he was able, the ex- 
istence of the soul, and the doctrine of future 
rewards and punishments. If the character be- 
fore him had been such as to have admitted au 
;ipproacb to the prohationai-y character of the 
" rich man," a thorough knowledge of Samuer* 
intellectual powers would at once have destroy* 
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le supposition of any thing like design to iusti- 
ite a parallelism : ami yet, there were few siib- 
Cta — considering his own piety and station in 
iciety, and the exalted rank of the interrogator 
•mure calculated to fix attention, or that could 
stter afford ground for reflection and inference, 
he Earl remarked that be was of the same 
linionwith Samuel hims^elf on the subject of a 
inre state, and wished the whole world po&- 

' the same faith. 

Having thus received a little encouragemcnl, 

Hauel proceeded to shew that something more 

implied in faith, than a bare assent to the 

ictrines of the Bible; and to gnard the Earl 

ainst any error, gave him an account of hin 

perience, which was as artless in its deMgn 

d detail, as that of St. Paul'.': was seasonable 

the presence of Agrippa, In evidence that it 

IS taken in good feeling, "he stopped," says 

imuel, " till I related it, and gave me half-a- 

own for preachings this short sermon to him." 

Not long after this, he was planned to preach 

Methley, and had some of the servants of the 

Doe nobleman for his hearers, to one of whom 

a female — he was uncle. Partly out of respect 

to Samuel, and partly to his niece, the servants 

united in inviting him to spend the evening with 

them at the hall. But before he could comply 

with the request, he had a piece of casuistry to 

settle with his own conscience. The Earl and 

the family were in the metropolis, and he could 

not conceive how he could live at the noble 

proprietor's expense, without his consent, and 

remain guiltless. This point was soon disposed 

by the servants informing him, that during 

le absence of the family, they were " living at 

H3 
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board wages." " When I knew they couU 
keep me at their own expense," he observes, 
" I went with them, and stopped all niglit." 
This was one of those punctilious movements in 
social life, which would have escaped the notice 
of multitudes, but upon which the eye of an en- 
lightened conscience — the guardian of property 
— instantly flashed, and through which the 
Christian was connnanded to pause and enquire 
before he advanec^d. In the course of the next 
morning Sanuiel was shewn through the rooms; 
but of all thai, he saw, not any thing attracted 
His attention or made an impression equal to a 
painting of Joseph and Mary, the latter of whom 
was |>lar(Ml upon an r/.v.v, with the infant Jesus. 
He instantly recollected his conversation with 
the noble owium* of the mansion, and knowing 
little of books^ very innocently, and not unnatu- 
rally for a [)erson ol* his cultivation, considered 
this pairjliiig as the source from whence the 
liarl (lerivi'd his knowledge. " It was one of 
rh(; fni' •' creatures," says lie, "I ever saw; and 
I iii()u:V'Jl n\y lord had t!;t)t his information from 
il."' Til'!', ius!ea<l ol indulging in what was 
passing Ix A'iv the eye, \w breaks away in a tan- 
/;riit, r.;j(l >liews where* his heart is, by adding 
III tliV :.evt sentence, ''1 am informed that his 
i..r,lrliij) iias family prayer, morning and even- 
..i.. ;> ant! ! fully believe, that if Christians 
i ;ill (i ii'.Miiuatious were faithful to the grace 

II,;, , |. ,.,itii iVu'd ill Ww «<mrx; of last wintiT (1830), and 

1 . hi> lin«> ami in his ostatrs, by his son, ImtA 

,. us to r.ar! M<'\hon)uj,'h that the viUage of 

' i. . thr IxU' n<:v. John Pawsoii wjts bom and is 

mil his !vii»«bH's>i and Ik'ncvoUncc as a master 
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"" |. u is to r.ar! M<'\bonmj,'h that the viUage of 

I .' -T mil tiu' onlv rxn'lh'iuit's for which he wa« 



I .1. 



,hich hv is still had in remembrance. 
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!ii, both rich and poor would be savt^l, I 
1 privileged with gettiD^ inlo the coiupuiy ol 
^tlemen, and I never let these oppurtuniiies 
I consider it a privile^ to ^peak a word 
ay Master, whom 1 so dearly love." 
t will be easy to perceive, that his a&sucia- 
It with persons of distiuguished rank, only ex- 
'' d to transactions in busiiies?, and lliat nol 
ling: more than this is intended by himself; 
□Distance whicli tends not a little to ele- 
B piety above all earthly consiileratioDS, 
y in a similar sitiiation to himself would 
! shrunk from tbe discharge of what ap- 
1 to hio] to be a Christian duty, from a 
d of satfering in bui'iness by giving offence 
;ir employers. An instance of his fidelity, 
s respect — and by no meaus a solitary one 
F—wus exemplified in his conduct towards Mr. 
Wii — t — n,* whose horse had lost a shoe in the 
lieat of tlie chase. Having had the horse in the 
liiiudsof another Blacksmith only the day before, 
^iid being inltrrnpted in his enjoyments, he 
•wure at the man for liaving, as he supjKJsed, 
|iiit on the shoe so carelessly. Samuel turtied 
lu the Esquire, and without further ceremony, 
Hd liim, that he paid the rent of the sho|j — that 
Hiie it was in his hand he would not suffer any 
i»an to take the name of God in vain within its 
walls — and that if he persisted in swearing he 
^I'uuld not set the shoe on. He availed himself 
I'f the gentleman's anxiety to retnrn to the field, 

jwandfHmilj'of lliit gentlvnuiD reaidcdat Ahcrfnnl. 
J of the lady, " Samuel," likys Mr. DawMin, " stood rrrj' 
ji tier atiniaUoQ. He had full libprty to inform her of any 
Kof diatresa which came under bis -observation ; nud uii iilfurm 
■ being {fiven, be vas frequeatly mode her nlinoliei." 
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and the gentleman knowing that liis enjoyment 
depended suk-ly on liis attention to the prohibi- 
tion which had just been isBiiud, very prudeD(lj| 
desisted. The eumpassion of Samuel was at 
cited both tor the horije and for tliL- rider. "Tig 
poor animal," says he, " could scarcely attai 
till I set the shoe on ; ami while I was shoeiqi 
liiin, I began to preach, and suid. It is a pin^i 
Sir, that these good creatures should ever bt 
abused." Mr. W. past^ing over the rebuke In 
had received for swearing, and finding, as Ik 
believed, the ground un whicit he stood ae I 
hunter, somewhat more tenable thnii that on 
which he stood as a swearer, replied, "Tlie dop 
were made on purpose to hunt the fox, and 
the horse to follow the dogs." "Cod," saiil 
Samuel, who felt that the honour of hi$ Alaket 
was interested, — " God was never the autlioi 
of sin. He sent tliese creatures fur the use uf 
man, not to be abused by him. But the tiist 
will come. Sir, when the hounds will nut riin 
after the foxes." Mr. W., either uot appre- 
hending his meaning, or disposed to amuse hiu- 
self with the reply, asked, "Do you really think 
that such a time will ever arrive?" " Yes, Sir," 
returned Samuel : " It will come a.« sure as Goil 
made the world ; for he has prophesied that tlit 
lion shall He down with the lamb, and that ali 
flesh shall know him from the least to the greul- 
est." The shoe having been replaced, a jierioi) 
was put to the conversation, M'lien Mr. W. vert 
pleasantly tendered him some silver, which he 
refused to accept, saying, "I only charge a poor 
man twopence, and I shall charge you. Sir, no 
more." The difference which Samuel observed 
between Earl Mcxborough anil Mr. \V. — ha*' 
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ing accepted silver from the former for a si- 
milar office, anil declined receiving it from the 
latter — shews tlie acutciu-ss and discrimination 
occasionally manifested by him. " Did he," 
said Samuel to the biographer, some years after, 
ivhen relating the cireunistance in reference to 
Mr. W., " Did he think that I was going lo give 
up uiy chauce at him for half-a-crown ?" — thus 
renouncing everything, which, in his estimation, 
was calculated to deprive him of the privilege 
of freedom of remark, and rebuke — though un- 
doubtedly erroneous in the supposition, that Mr. 
W. had any need to have recourse to the gift as 
11 bribe, Mr. W. soon remounted, and set off to 
pursue the chase. On his return, he pointed 
Samuel out to the party that accompanied him, 
as he i)assed the shop, and entertained them 
with his notions of the Millenium. A few days 
after, Mr. W. on again passing the shop on his 
way to the tield, endeavoured tu divert himself at 
.Samuel's expense, by asking with some degree 
of pleasantry, " Well, do you think the dogs will 
run the foxes to-day?" "O yes. Sir," replied 
Samuel, with nnexpecled smartness, " the Jews 
are not brought in yet." Mr. W. seemed to 
have possessed as much Milletiial knowledge as 
enabled him to comprehend Samuel's meaning, 
and rode off like a person who had been shot at 
by the arcliers. 

He was pretty generally knoM'n by the sports- 
men of the neighbourhood, and few of them, 
though partly dependenttipon them for employ- 
ment, remained unreproved by him. Earl 
■C — th — t was one, amongst others, who had felt 
! force of some of his sayings, and who en- 
tvd their effects upon others. The Earl had 
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an opportunity of this kind, furnished, ulien 
veral gentlemen were waitings one morning ia 
the hounds. " They rael atietit (opposite) m 
shop," eays Samuel, "and stopped till the bouii4 
came." Among the partywere the Hon.C.C— > 
vicar of K — , the Earl's brother ; tlie Rev. W— , 
rector of G — ; the late Rev. C — , vicar of A—; 
and Dr. E — , wlio followed the medical profn- 
sionat K — . " It came into my mind," continue! 
Samuel, " that the three cler^men had h 
buBinci!s there." His movements t^eneratlj 
corresponding with the rapidity of his thunghl^ 
he instantly "threw down the hammer and lit 
longs," darted out of the shop door, like aa 
animal ft'om a thicket of underwood, and s^ 
pcared in the inidst of them with his shirt siecTft 
turiied^up, his apron on, his face and baiuh 
partaking of the hue of his employment — asfiof 
game, in the estimation of some of tlieni, tt 
occupy the lingering momenta, till other ganit 
should be started, as any that could present it«elf 
in human shape. "Most of them," says h 
" knew me. I said to them, Gentlemen, this i 
one of the Haest hunts in the district. Yon ::i 
favoured with two particular privileges ; ;iii 
they are privileges which other districts h.i 
not," This excited curiosity, which was 
quickly gratified; for the enquiry relative 
"privileges" was no sooner proposed, than '< 
answer was given — " If any of yon should hapj 
to slip the saddle, and get a fall, you have a tloi > 
to bleed you} and three parsotis to prat/ for ym' 
and what are these but privileges? Tiiiii 
PARSONS ! O yes, there they are."* The •," 
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saddle on his cart-horse on the Lord's dayj he 
immediately threw back upon his noble impli- 
"cator the mischiefs of the chase; stating, that 
there would be a greater propriety in surcharg- 
ing his lordship himself for breaking down the 
hedges of the farmer, than that he should be 
surcharged for saddling his horse, riding peace- 
ably along the king's highway, and going about 
doing good by preaching the gospel. The law 
of the case was not what occurred to Samuel : 
he looked at it with the eyes of a Christian, 
without connecting with it for the moment, the 
relation in which he stood to the British Consti- 
tution as a subject ; and although he would have 
yielded to no man in point of loyalty, and no 
man was more ready to pay the taxes imposed 
l»y govcrrmient than himself; yet this was a case, 
like many others, of which he could only see 
one bearing; and that waa a bearing of hard- 
ihip. The naked principles of good ami evil 
arranged themselves on opposite sides, and so 
completely waa bis mind absorbed with these, 
that all the reasoning that could have been 
employed, would never have made the subject 
appear otherwise than as unreasonable to him 
— that one man should be permitted to do evil, 
and that another, from the purest motives, at his 
own cost, and with his own horse, should not 
be permitted to proceed in his own way to do 
good, without an extra charge. To have sug- 
gested that his lordship had to pay for his plea- 
sure, by a tax upon both his dogs* and horses, 

• It mmld have been n little nmiiBing to bare witnessed Su- 
(nael's feelings, and heard bis renmrkit on tlic following itenii 
accaaioned by BritliX dmotion to dogb. In a patliamentarf 
pajHT, ordered U be printed, it appears that the tola) number ttT 

I 
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the presence of innocence; acliild, uuiler pecu- 
liar circuiustances, becomes a Hercules, anil 
wields li-utli — lliough in irony — like Elljah,wirb 
all the power of the imaginary deity's cluU 
Towards one of the divines Samnel experienced 
an UDUMial leaning of spirit; for he states, that 
it Wiis " under Mr. C — , of A — , that" his " dew 
mother was converted toGod,inA — b — d church, 
The word preached," he proceeds, " proved tht 
power of God to her soul's salvation. She died 
happy in God. I do nut know that she ever 
heard a Methodist sermon in her life."* 

A nobleman who occasionally courted rt- 
mark from Samuel, and who was more disposed 
to tease than to injure him, havinij told him 
that he ought to be surcharged for placing 

• To at^uc from hence, tUnt a Cbriatian iniaisteT a at libmj 
to puniu? what line of conduct be {ileaaea, becanH! the IKvine Bt 
hig nwy Touclisafe to honour liii mioUlr} witli hucccbi, a.3 tboi^ 
he [hereby tanclioncd the pmrr('<]ing!< of the man, would be sk 
lurd. Tnithy Hnd the mediant of its conveyance, are two dbliiid 
ibinga — as much to as (be vahr and the nnuhiit through 
it pagws; nor are any of the cleiin-dng rffecU or refrE^hing 
Ilea of the water to he nllribured to the inBlniment of comm 
Hon, SB any other medium of conveyance, nhelher of » ood, leid, 
or Eilver, would have equally served the purpiMC, ami the 
had been produced as ea:4ily wilhoutas with Ibe otic ettipl^y^ 
This may lie carried even a little further; for it would be no diS- 
colt maltet tu prove, that ministerial frvil is not an excludn 
pnM>r of a call to tbc mininlry. Open this door, nud the greatol 
latitude iB given to female preiiching. Fnil — independent oT 
other evidence — m only a proof of the povnr of fruf A— -not a oil 
to preocAiL Truth belongs to God, and be will honour bia cm 
truth, whoever may be the instrument employed to deliver iL 
Sbonld the instrument himvlf be unconverted, be will receive tbr 
honour which the tcaffoMing rccdvcs front the builder, when U 
ha« served his pnrpoec, in contributing its share to the couiplelioii 
of the erection — tie thrown anide as con^itituting no part of tlir 
goodly edifice. This is nut intended to apply to the clergyman in 
question, however much out of place in the Geld, but tu protect 
the simple hearteil from deiluring false inferences Ironi appnrcntlj 
tegitimale, hut, in point of fact, otberwi^? I'ulse premise*. 
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■die on Iiis cart-horK od the Lonf f dij; be 
^■iediat«ly threw back apoo Us naibtt ia^fi- 
Htr tbe ini5cbip& of tbe cbve; statii^, Am 
Hr would be a greater proprietv in am re im rt - 
^■his lordship himself for breaking down toe 
^Hres of the farmer, (baa tfast be sboaU be 
^Hiarged for saddling hishorw^ riding peace* 
^W along tbe king's highway, and goiog sboat 
^Kg good by preaching the gospel. The Jaw 
^^nie ca>ie nas not what occurred to Samuel : 
^Hooked at it with (he eyes of a CArittian, 
^■■ont connecting with it fur the inomeat, the 
^^Rion in which he stood to the British Consti- 
^Bbu as a subject ; and although he would have 
^Hded to no man iu point of loyalty, and do 
^b vras more ready to pay tbe taxes imposed 
Httovernment than himself : yet this was a cas^ 
^H many others, of which he could only see 
^■bearing; and that was a bearing of Aan^ 
^B. The naked principles of good anil evil 
^nnged themselves on opposite siiles, and go 
completely was his mind absorbed with these, 
that all the reasoning that could have been 
emp loyed, would never have made the subject 
^^^ar otherwise than as unreasonable to him 
^Kat one man should be permitted to do evil, 
^Blhat another, from the purest motives, at bh 
^ffn cost, and with his owd horse, should not 
be permitted to proceed in his own way to do 
good, without an extra charge. To have sug- 
BSted that bis lordship had to pay for his plea- 
, by a tax upon both his doys* and horses, 

I It tniuld have \Kxa a little amiiuag to have witnened Su- 

> feelings, and heard his remsTk-i on Uig folluwlng itemi 

■mied by Brithlt derotlim lo noGt. In a parlJamentaij 

'~^— ' *" "^ printed, it nppearB that Uif total nmnber tif 
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would not have rc^iuovetl the impression of hard- 
ship from the mind of Sumuei. His log-ic wn 
simple and untramelled by legal subtleties. Hi 
reply would have beeu, that his lordtihip had m. 
right to do evil, though he paid for it — that en 
ation belonged to his divine Master — that ni;iii 
was iu uiisery — that he himsehj as a servant ii 
the Most High, was commanded to do goii 
unto all men — and that, to the performance': 
acts of mercy, not only shouUl " every let " 
hindrance," be removed out of the way, hu 
every person should contribute to the furlliti 
ance of such work — forgetting that if iili « 1 1 
contributors, there would be an end to receivLi- 
— and that in forming laws for the multitude, h 
was impossible so to construct them, us not, in 
certain cases and under certain circumstance?, 
to bear hard upon a few individuals. If iiii> 
class of men had a right to institute a claim : 
exemption from such a tax, it was such men :- 
Samuel Hick; and had our legislators deouj'i 
exemption prudent, there is no doubt that tu 
such men it would have been extended. 

Many of the circuits continued very extensive 
long after Samuel was admitted on the local 
preachers' plan, and such were his " outgoings," 
occasioned by tUv ardour of his zeal, that a horse 
became absolutely necessary, in order to enable 

diiga of diflerent dencrinlioim (exclusive of pncks of bounda) upo* 
whieb duly wai |)aiil in Ihe VniUtl Kiugdom, during the year 
ending 5th April, 1B29. was 353,D5B. The amouul of daty iMid 
upon IhCDi was £t87,5Sl. The packt of bounds upon uhich dutt 
wiu paid Bmoiinlcd (o f(9 ; the iluly on eneh bcinK £36, the luru 
total oaiouiited tu £2,484, The duty paid U|iaik dug« niUiin tlir 
talU or murtality was HICi.SdT.— Tu bare given a rough calculn 
tiOD of not galj the tax upon hounda »ud hiinc!<, Imt Ihe exp^t>'M-> 
of pDTchaif, keep, heeptn, itr. Samuet wiuld iiavc pitietl llir 
mat] who ^onld spend ui macb upon so iiltlf . 
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hliii to accomplish his " labours of love/' As an 
iexeinplification of part of his toil and of his treat- 
tnent, he observes, *^ In those days there were not 
knrany noble, not many rich called. For my own 
kmrt, I have travelled many scores of miles, and 
neither tasted meat nor drink till I got home [in 
the evening], I have very often had snow-balls 
torown at me, and been abused by the enemies 
iOf the cross of Christ : I have been turned out 
{q^ places where I have been preaching, by the 
lldergy and the magistrates ; but, bless the Lord, 
~ have lived to see better days." After noticing 
e cessation of persecution, he again, by a sud- 
n transition of thought, turns to his favourite 
Ibbject — the grand millenium, which appears 
like a vision breaking upon his " gifted sight," 
^d " more golden bright than the rich morn on 
Carmel" — a vision often repeated, in which there 
iiras to him, in the language of the poet^ ^^ a 
piEiingling of all glorious forms" — of ** angels 
riding upon cloudy thrones, and saints marching 
all abroad like crowned conquerors:" nor had 
the fair poetical Jewess, so finely pourtrayed by 
Millman, in his "Fall of Jerusalem," more de- 
lig-htful visions, when "nightly visitations" pour- 
ed over her mind, " like the restless waters of 
kome pure cataract in the noontide sun," than 
had Samuel Hick of "the latter day glory," 
towards which he was constantly turning, like 
the sun-flower towards the orb of day, and in 
the splendours of which he was constantly bask- 
ing and brightening. 

Whatever might have been the length of the 
journey, and whatever the fare with which he 
was treated, the spirit of Samuel remained un- 
broken, his gratitude unabated. He had bread 

12 
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the proscnci- of iuiioccnce ; a child, under pet 
liiir circumstances, becomes a Hercules, i 
wields tiiilh — iltougU in irony — like Elijali,_w 
all tlif jiowcr of llic iinagmHry deity's ch 
Townnis one of ihe divines Samuel cxpcricn 
nil timisnnl leaning of sjiirit; fur he Btatce, 1 
it was '* under Mr. C — , of A — , that" his " i 
mother wiis converted toGod, in A — b — tlchui 
The word iircBched," he proceeds, " proved 
power of God to her soul's salvation. She t 
iiappy in Gml. I do not know that she e 
heard a Mothmlist sermon in her life."* 

A nobleman who occasionally courted, 
mark froui Samuel, and who was more dispfl 
tu tease than to injure him, having told J 
that he ougiit to be surcharged for plactn 



kiK nuy roiiclixare la honour tnn niiDHtry nitli HUCcewi, u lb 
ha thrrcUy •unclioncil the prorpciling* af the man, would Dl 
Kuril. Trvlh, hdiI Ihc medltim o( its convcyuntr, are two dl 
lUlngs— ii» mucli no us Ihi^ itattr nnil the conduit throu|;b i 
it patwi; iiur itrc nnj iif the clrHiinipg t^fcti ur rcfTt»hmg < 
lioi of the walor to t» ntlrihutpd to the itulruincntofcommi 
tioo, as any othrr nwiltmn of conBeyatiw, whether of woo^' 
oriilTer, nouM hflveei|ual1y arrved the pur|iuie, ftlid tbc t 
had brcn produced aurunily without ns with Ihe ooe empl 
Thia ntny lie carried cTrn a little TuKher \ for it vouM be ntf 
cult niBtlcr tu prove, that miniitcrial _/V>iff 1* not an esd 
proof of a call to the minliitry. Open Ihi* door, nnd tlia 
latitude ia given to female prcnching. Fruil — indepei __ 
lithe r evidence — is only a proof of the powwr of tnDt-^aat ' 
lo jirtach it. Truth helungi to God, and lie will booour U 
Imtb, whoever may be Ihe inHtrunieDt emptuyed to delh 
Should the inHtrument liimseir be unionverled, be will lecdl 
honour wliich the tcaffoldiiijj receives from the buOitr, wl 
has served his purpose, \a coiilributing it« iJinre to the GOmpI 
of Ihe erccliiiu — he thrown usidc at. conntituling no part n 
goodly edifice. This is nol intended lo npply lo the ctertiym 
question, however much out of plnce in tliq field, but to pi 
Ihe simple henrled from deiluring false inferences from appai 
'" ' , in point of fact, olherwisj fidsc premises. 
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lers, and they opt- iied their hMis«5; bul I 
; to my ohi inn at the iromaioD side. The 
lan cried for joy to see me. She Mid Ae 
sorely troubled, because the preacher* had 
lier iiuuse : but I told her not to be troubled 
it it — that she would get her rt^t^ard for her 
ir of love. I went to the ssme place about 
J years after this, and found the same whIow. 
was very happy in her sonl. We see thai 
'jord is as good as his promise, ' Them thai 
iur me I will honour' — ' With long life will 
isfy' them, ' and shew' them * my salvation.' 
was very glad to see me ; and I told her that 
mid put her into my life for a memorial of 
love to the preachers and their beasts. It 
like the widow's mite." 

le simplicity of the man is at once seen, in 
ig the aged matron tliat she should occupy 
ce in a memoir of his life ; and that he in- 
led nothing more in what he termed his 
ife," than to shew forth the goodness of God 
limself and others, will readily he credited : 
shall his innocent intentions, though border- 
upon the childishness of simplicity, in refer- 
e to the poor widow, cease to be fultiUcd to 
¥ery letter. " Ruth the Moabitess" did not 
[ve closer to " Gon" and his "people," than 
this poor woman ; nor did the young widow 
lar more interesting to Boaz among the 
ipei^," than did this gleaner in the corn- 
e to Samuel Hick. He however, in consoling 
for the loss of the preachers, seemed to be 
iware that he was furnishing a substantial 
n, in his notice of some of the farmers hav- 
opened their houses," why they should take 
their abode elsewhere ; a point upon which 
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many n-ould have fugtened, and n-i>iilil ffulfl 
thetice have argued the prupriety of relicvind 
herof ahurdi^n — ihoiig^h deemed hy heraprinfl 
tioH — which she had »o long and so nobly bornfl 
and which otherii, now made willing in thedfl 
of gospel power, were efjually ready, and tiiiifl 
more able to bear than herself. For, com rtB 
meutary as it had been for a poor widow, l^| 
her of Zarephath, wLof^e " cake" and '* crusfl 
never failed, to snpply the wants of the prophM 
of the Lord, it would have reflected little honofl 
on the more wealthy, to have looked on willj 
Mtiipid Indlfferenee, and to have permitted ■ 
continuance. Some of tlie very first expre^EJdfl 
uttered by the new-born soul are, " What aim] 
we do?" These are the mere nursery expKfr 
aions of tlie babe, in reference to the cause of 
Go<l. Some persone, it is true — nut very re- 
markable for self-denial, or turning the gowl 
things of this life aside when within their reach- 
would have availed theinselves of the opportunilj' 
of exuding a little bad feeling by insimiatiai 
that the preachers were always on the alert to 
better their contlition. But the very fact of 
their having stooped so long to lodge in llie 
hovel, of their readiness to accommodate them- 
selves to any fare, however scanty, and to an) 
situation, however humble, while labouring tu 
promote the happiness of their fellow-creatures, 
shews that they carried about with them the 
spirit of self-denial, and have it yet at hand, 
whenever Providence opens the door and bids 
them enter: and the wailings of the widow for 
their loss, is evidence of their worth ; for, having 
been cheered by their presence, their advice, and 
iheJr prayers, on the social heurth-stone, ''" 



rUK VltLACX BLACKSMITH. 91 

i and wept at their removal ; and siglied 
emorc, as she valued their society. 
Samuel took his owa way of coosoling her, 
id directed her attention to the " recompense 
of reward" for what she had done. And it was 
here, both as to subject and place, that he was 
in his element. To behold him thu5, in one of hi* 
happiest moods, the reader has only to sketch a 
thatched cottage, tottering, tike its himate, with 
a,^e; its white-washed walls and mud floor; a 
few homely pieces of furniture, impaired by long 
continued use; Samuel himself seated upon the 
remains of an old oaken chair, on the opposite 
side of the fire to the good old woman ; thert 
talking of the joys of the heaven to which 
Ihey were both hastening, throwing a beam of 
sunshine into the heart of her with whom he 
conversed, and which seemed dead within her 
till he stirred it into life. Now he crouched for- 
wards, with the crown of fais head towards the 
fire — his eyes fixed upon the ground — his elbows 
orcasionally supported by his knees — the palms 
of his hands turned upwards — his thumbs and 
fore-fingers in coni^tant motion, as though he 
were in the act of rubbing some fine powder 
between them, in order to ascertain the quality ; 
or like some of our elderly matrons at the distaff, 
twisting th$ fibres of the flax Into a thread — 
ilropping for a moment the conversation — next 
chiming in with a few notes of praise — ag^n 
taking up the theme of Christ aud future glory 
— his face meanwhile glistening through the 
rising emotions of his soul — his hands now 
gliding into quicker action — the fountains of 
the beating heart breaking up — till at length, 
Mrating his frame, and with his eyes brimming 




and the gentleiaan knowing that his ciijoymei 
depended solely on his attention tu tiie prohll) 
tion which had just been issued, very prucleni 
desisted. The compassion of iiamtiel was e 
cited both for the horse and fur the rider. " T 
jjoor animal," says he, " could scarcely sl% 
till 1 set the shoe on; and while- 1 was skoei, 
him, 1 began to preach, and said. It is a pi 
Sir, that tliesc good creatures should ever 
abused." Mr. W. passing over the rebuke 
had received for swearing, and finding, at 
believed, the ground on which he stood at, 
hunter, somewhat more tenable tliau that 
which lie stood as a swearer, replied, "Thcd 
were ma<le on purpose to hunt the fox, 
the horse to follow the dogs." " God," i 
Samuel, who felt that the honour of his Ma 
was interested, — " Gud was never (he aol 
of sin. He sent these creatures for the use 
man, not to be abused by him. But the ti 
will come, Sir, when the honiids will not i 
after the foxes." Mr. W., either not apf 
hendiog his meaning, or disposed to amuse b 
self with the reply, asked, " Do you really th 
that such a time will ever arrive?" " Yes, S: 
returned Samuel: "It will corneas sure as( 
made the world ; for lie has prophesied that 
Hon shall lie down with the lamb, and that 
Sesh shall know him from the least to the grc 
est." The shoe haviug been replaced, a per 
was put to the conversation, when Mr. W. v 
pleasantly tendered him sonic silver, which 
refused to accept, saying, " I only charge a pi 
man twopence, and I shall charge you, ^r, 
more." The difference which Samuel obser* 
between Earl Mexborough and Mr. W. — h 
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irig accepted silver from the former for a si- 
milar office, and decliiicH receiving it from the 
latter — sliew3 the aeuteness and dit^crimination 
occasionally manifested by him. " Did lie," 
said Samuel to the biographer, some years after, 
when relating ilie circumstance in reference to 
Mr. W., " Did he thinlf that I was going to give 
up my chance at him for Imlf-a-crown ?" — thus 
renouncing everything, which, in his estimation, 
was calculated to deprive him of the privilege 
of freedom of remark, and rebulce — tliough un- 
doubtedly erroneous in the supposition, that Mr. 
W. had any need to have recourse to the gift as 
ii bribe. Mr. W. soon remounted, and setoff to 
pursue the chase. On liis return, he pointed 
Samuel out to the party that accompanied him, 
as he passed the shop, and entertained them 
ivith his notions of the Millenium. A few days 
after, Mr. W. on again passing the shop on his 
way tu the field, endeavoured to divert himself at 
Samuel's expense, by aslfing with some degree 
of pleasantry, " Well, do you think the dogs will 
run the foxes to-day?" "O yes. Sir," replied 
Samuel, with unexpected smartness, " the Jews 
are not brought in yet," Mr. W. seemed to 
have possessed as much Millenial knowledge as 
enabled him to comprehend Samuel's meaning, 
and rode oft" like a person who had been shot at 
by the archers, 

He was pretty generally known by the sports- 
men of the neiglibonrliood, and few of ibem, 
ibough partly dependentupun them for employ- 
ment, remained unreproved by him. Earl 
(-' — th — t was one, amongst others, who had felt 
the force of some of his sayings, and M'ho en- 
joyed their effects upon others. The Earl had 
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with tears, he seems to throw, by a single 
glance, all the lemierneas of his soitl ioto llie 
bosom of the object of his solicitiitie, which at 
once softens, animates, and iranslixea the eye of 
the beholder in gratefiil return xipon himself fw 
the conversational benefits thus conferred. 

One of the cases to which Samuel refers, 
when he states he had "been turned out M 
places by the clergy," occurretl in his own 
neighbourhood. On the death of I^ady Belly 
Hastings, and the termipation of the Rev. Walter 
Sellon's labours at Ledsham, the living was given 
to a young clergyman, in adelicate state of heaitl? 
who came from London to take possession, and 
who, in his first sermon, made a warm attad 
upon enthusiasm, and denied the infliienceBal 
the Holy Ghost, stating, ihat there had bcea " 
such thing as inspiratiun in the world iiincet 
apostolic age. To this he might have been l 
from a persuasion that the people had been ia. 
luded into the belief of such things through d 
mistaken piety, as he stijiposed, of her lodyshij 
and the preaching of his predecessors. Bi 
white thus proclaiming his own nakedncea > 
BOul, of every hallowed induence,thepoDr peopl 

" Clatbed with Ihe Spirit of HuHdhb," 
were belter instructed, and instead of being 8 
tisfied with this collegian, sent for the " Villftj 
Blacksmith," to buifd them up in the faith 
Christ.* Samuel yielded to their entreaties; h> 
found it difficult to obtain a house to preanh 1 

JLT" ,„"'™'''™iS p. 1 86—7, of th« election of Aimanaer. «r^^" 
pX^w^^^rr* *'"■ "•* '^'"^ "-.perting the cboke . 
ih.i.i ,-i ?™! bnt rccoliwUne that Ilie nroDfaft annii 
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"as nearly every house was under clerical in- 
fluence, and those who sent for him were afraid 

■ of incurring the clergyman's displeasure. A 
' ^ood woman at length obtained the consent of 

her husband to lend their house for the occasion, 
tndifl'crent to consequences. A congregation 
was ^oon assembled, an<l Samuel commenced - 
with (dinging and prayer. During the second 
hymn, a noise was heard at the door, when Sam- 
uel left his stand, and went to enquire into the 
cause. He was met at the entrance by the clergy- 
man, iiL'coiupaiiied by another gentleman, to 
whom he announced himself as the preacher. 

Clergyman. " We want none of your preach- 
ing here, aud are resolved not to have it." 

Sanmel. "Sir, I preached the gospel here 
. before you were born, and I will live to preach 

■ U when yuu are gone." 

^BmIi BmaDg tliE luv.'cr orders of society, and to ace whether apeiaon 

HMnld not be fimnd, yoaaessed uf piety and ministerial quali<i<a- 

^AmB This was received with indignatinn by aereral of the in- 

y habilaau uf Comana, and one lofty spirited gentiemiin, whoec 

viewB as little accorded with thow of Gregory, aa they would 

have done with those of the little Christian Bock at Ledaham, 

it ID after ages, told the worthy bisho|) hy way of derision, that if 

. lie wished them lu lake a person from llie ^URi of the people, 

tbey might as well hIccI Alexander the eullier from their raniis. 

Gregory took the hint, and wnt for Alexander, who appeared 

a befoKtheni, ragged in hb apparel, and liesmeared, tike Stamuel, 

[ with the tilth uf his cinployoient, exciting the laughter of the 

less sedate among the nsKinGly. The bi'^hop soon perceived hioi 

to be man of both talent anj piety ; and after withdrawing with 

him, .-lod instructing hiio how to act, returned to the assembly 

was not long before AleKaoder, who »a« a comely looking man, 
was again preiented to the brethren, washed, and attired in tlw 
eaoonicalii of the epiicopal order, and was chosen — collier as he 
had been, bishop of Comana, with only one dissenting v*nce! 
Though there is no doubt, that Alexander was by fe,r Samuel'i 
superior in point of intellect, yet the coal, the smoke, and the soot, 
bad an amazing rnfluenre on the more elegant in both cases 
the Wesleyan body was as great a help to the latter, »a f 
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Cier. ** I tell vou, I will not suffer von lo 
preach here. This hou«e is my property." 

Sam. " Why, Sir, you do not preach ike 
gospel to the people, for yon deny InspiratioB, 
and no man can preach it bnt bv inspiration of 
the Spirit of Gwl." 

Cler. ^^ I discharge you from preaching it 
this house." 

To this authority Samuel reluctantly snb- 
mitted, as it would have been impmdeDt to 
encourage the occupants to persist in resisting 
their landlord ; the people were therefore dii- 
iijj^sed. The clerg}'man, however, mistook hii 
opponent, if he concluded that the field was hii 
own ; for though the preacher was driven froB 
the house, he was not driven from his purpose. 
On returning home, he wrote a long, faithfid 
I(fttcr to th(; reverend gentleman ; informing 
him, in connexion with the admonitions sent, 
that on th(; following Sabbath, he should again 
visit Lcdsliaiii — occupy a piece of waste land in 
th(' villair^s ^^> whicii he could lav no claim, as it 
belonged to the Lord of the Manor — and should 
there, in his own cart, preach to the people; 
giving him aii invitation at the same time to 
attend, and to correct hinj in any thing he might 
.'idvarice contrary to the Scriptures or Book of 
(yommon Prayer. As he made no secret of cither 
his letter or his intention^, the report of his visit 
U> Ledsliam, in defiance* of the newly inducted 
minister, soon s|?rea(i among the neighbouring 
villagers. Tlie day c'lrrived — the people flocked 
to the place from a circle of some miles. Samuel, 
afUT unyoking his horse, appeared in his cart, 
occnpying it as a pulpit for the occasion, accom- 
panird hy four local preachers — the air rang 
with the song of praise — and a gracious influence 
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attou<k-(l the wonl, Tlit; clergyman ami his lady 
stuud at a distance hearkening to what was said. 
Samuel, towards the close, told them tliat he 
loved the church, and hoped, that " as soon as the 
bells" gave " over tinkling," they would accom- 
pany him, and join in its service. " We all went," 
he observed, "aiid I never saw a church so full 
in my life. The aisles, the communion-place, 
aud bell-house, were all crammed full. What 
was best of all, the clerk was on our side, and 
gave out a hymn tune. Such glorious music, I 
never heard in a church before. The parson, 
poor young man ! was overfaced with us, and 
cutild not preach ; so that he had to employ ano- 
ther person." As a substitute is not so easily 
obtained, in an emergency of this kind, iu the 
Establishment as among tlie Dissenters, it is 
probable that the person was prepared for the 
(liilies of the day, independent of this circum- 
^tiince, and that Samuel attributed to the congre- 
gadon, that which originated in indiapositiou. 
Tbis is the more likely, from what Samuel adds ; 
—"The poor young man went off to London next 
morning, where he died, and was brought back 
lube buried about six months after," This fact, 
lakc'U in connexion with Samuel's declaration, "I 
preached the gospel here before you were born, 
still will live to preach it when you are gone," 
falls upon the heart with peculiar solemnity. It 
ought not to be omitted, that the clergyman 
beckoned ihe churchwarden to him after the 
Wvice, and stated that he had enquired into the 
tharacter of the old blacksmith — found that he 
*a8 a verj- good man — and wished him to be in- 
■ fe l p ed from himself, that he might preach in 
He village whenever ho judged proper. 

L 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Bit quatlflcatlom for loUdfing pmmiary aid'— an tiiMi 
appUeation to a elerg^man — retlerti fcw fiTcultJrom a 
•mtenfy poiautt — hit taxirtti to obtain a chapel at Alm^ 
a miter, and hit mataier of addretiing Aim— o cAajHt oi 
—a Titit to Rochdale — admi/iiitert itaionable relief U 
prmeher't family— hit tcriplvral i*m'» of c*orf(|F— mppBHt 1 
poor family vith coatt—rBgaUi part of a mrnpaag ofnUbn I 
on a' forced march — on anauing dontettic scene — vMtoHnf I 
the iici~^vttvp the lue of tobaeco from principle— hiiiadU- f 
position, and iruttltiiUim to the advice of hit mmlical aWmdrt 
— the good effectt of hit »taie of_ mind vpon olhcrt—rai'it > 
tubtcriptionfor a poor man — relieret a poor femaie — hit liis 
to Ike mltiimary cause — origin of nitiionari/ meeiingumml 
the Tfeileyani. 

Such was the native reslleswnesa of Snmad'i I 
Kharactcp, that, like qiiicksilver, the sligfatcrt 
impulse propelled and continued him in motioD' 
With the exception of sleep, op the utter es- 
haustion ot his ptjysical powtr?, he scarcelr 
kiiewapauseintheworkofGod. This prompti- 
tude to be serviceable to others, the general 
esteem in which he was held, together with ■ 

Eeculiar fitness for benevolent enterprize — the 
itter of which wae founded on his own g^enero- 
sity — his simplieity ot manner, a certain straight- 
tbrwardness, which knew no fear, and saw no 
difficulties, rendered him a desirable person to 
engage in any purpose of soliciting peeuniarj' 
aid. Accordingly, he was selected by a committee 
tbrmed for the occasion, and was commissione'l 
to go through the circuit in which he resided, w 
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tollect subscriptions, in order to relieve it from 
ib financial embarrasments. Clothed with pro- 
per authorityjand furnished with a book in which 
tc enter the names of his subscribers, he went 
forth with the freshness and spirit of the hus- 
bandman entering for the first time in the season 
into the harvest-field. He saw the fields white, 
anil in his view had nothing^ to do but put in the 
sickle. He found few obstructions ; and anion^ 
those few — created, by the way, by his own im- 
prudence — he records one which may be consi- 
dered more amusing than vexatious. 

" I went to Ricall,' ' says he ; " and as I pur- 
posed going to all the houses in the town, I 
tboiight there would be no harm in calling upon 
die church clergyman. I did so ; and tbund him 
in his garden. I presented my book, which he 
gave me again, and looked at me." The look 
Would have had a withering effect upon many of 
Samuel's superiors ; but the same spirit and 
views which emboldened him to make the appli- 
cation, supported him in the rebuff with which 
lit' met. " 1 am surprised," said the clergyman, 
"that you should make such a request; tbat you 
should ask me to support dissenters from the 
Church of England 1" Samuel stopped him 
short, with " No, Sir, we are not dissenters ; the 
Church has dUsented from us. The Methodists 
are good churchmen, where the gospel is 
|ircached. And as for myself, I never turned 
iny back on a brief v/\\ea I went to the church." 
Though wiser heads than his own would have 
found it difficult to charge dissenterism upon 
'he Church, he was correct in his denial of the 
application of the epithet to the Methodist body, 
||e retort was more equitablv supported when 
' K 
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he defended bimsfll', by adding, U» his reverenefllj 
" 1 think there is no more harm in you helping K^ 
to support U9, than there is in us helping to MfrC 
port you." Tlie clergyman here very prupffl^B 
took shelter under the wing of the state-^M 
only ground of defence — hy replying, " Yuu^H 
obliged to support us ; the law binds you lo^H 
it." Samuel, in return, resorted to the only owM 
of Uiws with which ht had any aC(juainlanci',aM« 
which he consulted daily — the Christian cotk^M 
saying, " Ours ia a law of love ; and if we eaowK ■ 
all think alike, we must all love alike," ^iB 
concludes, on retiring with his Wesleyan "britf, ■ 
which met with a better reception elsewhert, I 
" We parted after a long contest j and although ■ 
I did not get any money from him, I would M I 
have taken five shillings for my cause;" or.at ■ 
in all probability he meant, Uie opportunity be I 
had just ha<l of pleading and supporting it. I 

His summary of his labours, treatment, sal I 
success, during the remainder of his tour, W 1 
worthy of notice: " I had a very good time in 
going round the circuit — had very kind friend- 
— preached and prayed — and got seventy pound! 
towards the debt. While employed in this noble 
work, I got my own soul blest; 1 grew like* 
willow by the waterside.. I got many a wet slilri, 
and many a warm henrt ; and while 1 was beggius 
for money, I did not forget to pray for the a 
of my fellow creatures." 

Some money which had been lent upi 

chapel in the neighbourhood some time &ft£' 
this, being about to be called in, Samuel felt 
very uncomfortable lest the sum should not bi* 
forthcoming when required. Relief seemed to 
present itself in a moment, whil« musing in hit 
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shop. He laid aside bis tools — went into the 
liouse — washed — and attired himself in his best 
Bp[)arel. His friend, Mr. R., surprised to see 
liim thus habited, enquired, " Where are yoii 
going, Samuel ? " "I am hown (going) to Fry- 
stone to get some money for the chapel," he 
replied. " Of whom ?" it was asked. " Of Mr. 

," was rejoined. Mr. R. l<nowing the 

gentleman, ami considering him, from his pre- 
judices and habits, to be a very unlikely person 
for such an application, endeavoured to dissuade 
him from the journey. His entreaties were 
fruitless : Samuel set off — obtained an interview 
with the gentleman — was courteously received 
— and after naming the object of his mission, 
the circumstances in which the trustees would 
he placed, and the nature of the security, was 
told that the money was at his service at any 
hour. Samuel returned delighted, and it is 
doubtftil, whether any man besides himself would 
have obtained relief from the same source. Mr. 
R. had given all up indispair, 

Samuel Hick was a man who would not 
solicit charities from others, in order to save him- 
self, or even a loan, which he would not have 
cheerfully advanced, provided he had the amount 
in his possession. He gave to the extent of his 
ability, and might even he associated witli those 
of the Corinthians, who, "Beyond their power, 
were willing of themselves" to impart gifts to 
others. Many interesting inptimces of liberality 
might be selected from different periods of his 
personal history, and here concentrated. As 
specimens of others, which must henceforth 
remain curtained from earthly gaze, the follow- 
ing charities, without attendins' to any chrono- 
K 2 
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lugical arrangenieDt, nill tent! to illustrate one 
of the mo re important traits in his character. 

He had long looked upon Aberforti, hii 
birth-place, as his Redeemer had beheld Jeru- 
salem — with the compassionate emotions of a 
soul alive to the spiritual dangers and necessities 
of its iuhabitaiits. His wish to gee a Weslejran 
chapel erected in it, amounted even to anxiety, 
if not pain. In the year 1804, his tvifc had £200 
left her by a relation. This was placed by the 
side of the fruits of his own industry, and the 
union gave the appearance of wealth in humble 
life. As his property increased, so did his anvieiv 
tor a place of worship at Abertbrd ; and he at 
length declared, that if not a farthing: should be 
contributed by others, rather than the village 
should be without a chapel, he would give the 
£200 which he had lately received. He stated 
his views and feelings to Mr. Rhodes,* and 
remarked, that he thought he could procure s 
piece of ground from a gentleman, who, ihougb 
a Methodist, had not come so far under the in- 
fluence of its spirit, as to subdue tbe covctous- 
ness of his nature. f Mr. Rhodes intimated to 
him, that he doubted his success in the direction 
towards which he was looking, unless the olil 
gentleman was cither about to die, or some ex- 

• Thb venerable man, who was living when the 44lb page iil 
the fir»l edition of (bis memoir was iu the prees, has since jmnnl 
the world of spirits. "He died May I8th," says Mr. Dawsua, 
" and entered the same heaven vrilh Samuel." 

+ Samuel had some odd notiuns and expressions relative to such 
chamclrrs. Looking abroad at the line feeling of Ix^nerolencr 
which bad gone fortbi and not oflen a^uoeiating with penong of a 
iNurimoniinis digponljon, hr exclaimed to a friend one day, " Tbe 
breed of miwrs is nearly run out, and not one of tbe few that 
ure living date n't married, »o tbat in u little time we shall m 
moreofthim." 
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inary change liad taken place in the dU- 
ioQ of his heart. Samuel was not to be 
'ted irom his purpose : he could have 
red nugatory, by a single sentence — "The 
has the hearts of all men in his own keep- 
' — all the reasoning of the most skilful logi- 
could have dissipated every doubt like mist 
the rising sun. Away he proceeded to 
ite Sir Thomas Gascoigiie, Bart., the Lord 
Manor, in order, in the first instance, to 
permission to procure stone upon Hook 
■, since, without building materials, the 
'^'ould not have answered his purpose. This 
readily granted. He next proceeded to the 
lemau loaded with " thick clay," who was 
actively led to raise objections against the 
osal. Samuel, in perfect keeping with the 
f portions of his thinkings and remarks, 
tated every objection, not in the detail, but 
ane of his wkokmle sweeps — " The land is 
'i/ord's; you are only the occupier ; and the 
.wants some of his own land to build his 
house upon." Mr. T., who already had the 
le points" in law on his side, was not to be 
Bed by a single blow in the onset ; nor was 
lel to abandon himself to despair by the 
lO of possession, as he could have instantly 
tred up the argument of death to dispossess 
bcupaut. Such, however, were the irresist- 
^peals of one untutored mind upon another, 
iSamuel'g importunity, that the miser In the 
actually gave way before him, and the old 
eman told him, that he thought he should 
re much longer, and would therefore let him 
the piece of ground which he had selected 
le purpose, Samuel went homie rejoicing; 
K3 
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but his joy, alas ! was of short duration ; it viu 
like the fold of a cloud, which, by suddedf 
opening and re-closing, only veils the heavaH 
with additional darkness : the miser started into 
life again during his absence, the proprietor 
altered his resolution, and every hope was frosted. 
All, however, was not lost. '' It is but justice to 
state," Mr. Dawson observes, ^ that tboogb 
Mr. T. died before a chapel was erected in Aber* 
ford, yet he expressed a wish to his execntori 
that they should give five pounds towards sueb 
erection, should one at any future period be bii9t 
With this request, though only orally delivered, 
they cheerfully complied." 

About eight years after this^ there was a 
favourable opening for a chapel, which Samoel 
promptly embraced. He was desirous^ however, 
of associating Martha with him in this charity; 
and having more confidence in his God than in 
himself, he retired to pray, that her heart might 
be prepared for its exercise. On withdrawing 
from his privacy, and appearing before her, he 
scarcely felt satisfied respecting his success, and 
again retired without opening his mind on the 
subject. He prayed — he believed — and rising 
from his knees, descended from the chamber in 
confidence. Martha knew that a chapel was on 
the eve of being built; and the moment no\f 
arrived for ascertaining the temperature of her 
charity. Samuel opened the business ; " You 
know, we are bown to have a chapel at Aber- 
ford, Mattv, and we must give something to it; 
what do you think it should be?'\ "Well,*' 
returned Martha, whose proper character onlr 
required a fitting occasion for disclosure, " Wc 
mun gee summut haunsom." Never did music 
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mad sweeter to the liuioati ear, itiaii did this 
ntence to Samuel, who was instantly iii tears, 
ot there was still a degree of uncertainty re- 
kitiing, in reference to the standard which each 
A separately, and privately fixed upon, as 
iching the puint) which, in their eircumstancep, 
IE deemed something handsome. Samuel, there- 
re, solicitous to come to a conclusion, asked. 
And what should it be?" "Twenty pounds," 

J lied Martha. This was almoit too much for 
feelings, not only on account of the generosity 
iplayed, hut because it was the very sum upon 
hich he himself had previously determined; 
id the opportunity for noticing it is the more 
idily embraced, in order to place Martha's 
laracter in a correct light. It was intended as 

e dwelling- place of her God — it was a charity 

pwhich immortal spirits were concerned — and 
B also to be erected in the birth-place of her 
isband. A gentleman farmer undertook the 
^ork of soliciting pubscriptions for its erection, 
and Samuel had the unspeakable pleasure of 
seeing it rise in the face of the sun, vying with 
all around it for neatness and accomodation. 
Samuel had the honour of laying the first stone, 
upon wliich he devoutly knelt, and most fer- 
vently prayed for the blessing of God upon the 
^ousc which was to overshadow it : " And as he 
iered the first prayer w^uu the Jirxt stone that 
8 laid; 90," says Mr. Dawson, " in thepulpit 
jFthe same chapel, he preached his last sermon) 
Bid poured forth his last public prayer for the 
isperity of Zion." The chapel was crowded 
ii'the occasion, and a collection made by him in 
' '. evening, for the purpose of defraying the 
Ikpenseof cleaning, lighting, &c., far exceeded 
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any sum that liad been obtained for the Rame 
object before ; the auditory thus, both by their 
attendance and liberality, rendering that homage 
which they would have paid him, bad they been 
certain he was about to make his exit, and 
expected tu bear him announce for his fareweU 
:iddreiis, " Ye sihall s^ee my face no more." 

A conquest uu less complete, but much more 
rapid than the preceding, was one which he ob- 
laiiied over anotlier eon of the earth, in one of 
Ids Yorkshire tours. Having met on former 
occaBioQS, they were known tu each other, und 
as great an intimacy eiibsisted between them, oi 
was possible in the admixture of fine gold and 
the coarsest clay. Samuel addressed him on the 
behalf of Christian missions, but found every pari 
of the fortress provided with arms against any 
regular and dehberate attack. Poverty was 
pleaded — objections to tiie object urged — and 
reasons given why help should be sought in 
other quarters, Oa finding all " special plead- 
ing" ineffectual, and as though aware that a 
city, which would be proof against a regular 
siege, might nevertheless be taken by surprise, 
he dropped in bis accustomed manner upon bis 
knees, and turning from the miser, directed his 
addresses to God. Every sentence was like 
inspiration, and penetrated the soul of the miser 
like the fire of heaven — withering him with feiii 
Impressed apparently with a dread of the BcIhl 
before whom he was immediately brought in 
prayer, in whose hearing he had pleaded poverty, 
though possessed of thousands of gold and silver, 
and who could in an instant, as easily take awa* 
life as annihilate property, he exclaimed w^ith 
hurried vehemence, — " Sam, I'll give thee a 
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piinea, if thou wilt give over." Sainiiei, un- 
ruffled in Lis [ileatlitigs by the oddity of the 
circumstance, and who, in fact, had too many of 
his own to be moved by those of others, and 
encouraged withal by the symptoms which 
appeared, proceeded with earnestness in his 
ad(h-esses, and changing the subject, with the 
quickness of thought, told his Maker how in- 
adequate a guinea was to effect the conversion 
of the world, and how trifling a sum it was in 
return for the thousands which the recipient had 
received in the dispensations of Providence. The 
miser was again met in an unexpected way, and 
in the genuine " love of money," which seemed 
» excite a fear lest he should be further wrought 
upon by the prayer of the petitioner, or God 
should extort from liim in the moment of excited 
feeling, more than the selfishness of his nature 
would allow, he again roared out, — " Sam, I tell 
thee to give over, — I'll give thee two guineas, if 
tbou wilt only give it up." Anxious to maintain 
liis ground, Samuel started up with the same 
abruptness with which he had knelt — held the 
miser lo his word — secured two notes — and bore 
ihem away in triumph to a. missionary meeting 
about to be held in the neighbourhood, where he 
exhibited them on the platform, with the high- 
wrought feelings of a man who had snatched a 
living child from the clutch of an eagle. To be 
grave in the rehearsal or hearing of such facts, 
is as difficult as it U to believe in the sincerity of 
the giver; and were it not for the general art- 
lessness of conduct and disposition manifested by- 
Samuel, it would have been impossible to view 
it otherwise than as a species of dexterous act- 
Kg, practised with a view to impose. But a pre- 
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concerted plan would have spoiled it ; be bad 
not a inind to caiTv him forward in such a ihlnj 
beyond the length of his own shadow, beneatbi 
meridian sun ; he was the mere creature of im- 
pulse — knew no more of [dot than u child. 

He wai less successful in another case, when 
called upon to visit a professor of religion po»- 
sensed of from six to eight thousand pounds, and 
yet, as a proof of the hoUowness of bis profes- 
sions, would nut allow himself the common 
necessaries of life. SEimuel having heard he I 
was dying, and being^ well acquainted with him, 
entered his habitation of wretchedness. The 
furniture was poor, and appeared to have served 
two or three generations in a regular ancestral 
line ; the room was filthy, and the air foetid ; and 
yet the general survey was less repulsive than 
the scene in one of the corners of the room, 
where the wretched man was lying on a still 
more wretchedly dirty bedstead, covered with 
an old horse cloth, and scarcely an article of 
linen visible. Samuel was shocked at the sight, 
and accosted him, " Man, what art thou about: 
Thoii hast plenty, — why dost iliou not inaU 
thyself comfortable ? Thou wilt leave thy money 
to those happen, that will make none of the best 
use of it,"* Turning his dim eye and squalid 

■ A«a apcdnien of vhat be had lucxpeGf, aud or the profunw 

of iivarlci', the mau aaw bu iirphcn and heir, some time prior b> 
Ihiii, earning oul'of a puliliofaoiuc opposite to hi« own, t<t3g|;pring. 
tni tbrowiiif off the cmitcoU of akickeucd rinnitch as he cnwxd 
the slnet. " S«e Ihep," mid he to lii> brolher, wlio wu siltia| 

Uiere is a. pennj — go tlicc, nnd gpl »oine all-, «nd let u* make our. 
lelTca comfortable while we liTC." This u/o, by the way, wa> wU 
■tapcDny (wr quart, which nothing ihort of ilieer waut aad feret' 
l«h IhinI could indocc a liuman being to driiiL. Bu^^"- "~ 
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face towards Sumut-l, and ilirusting his withered 
arm from underneath the fihhy coverlet, like the 
skeleton arm of death stretching into sii^ht, he 
jiointed his finger downward, and said, " Look 
there — I do endeuvour to comfort myself." 
Samuel inclined his head, till he was enabled 
to look beneath the bed, where he beheld a small 
phial bottle, within one of his shoes, the heel of 
wJiich was high enough to support it. " That," 
added he, " is a sup giu." After dealiug faith- 
fully with hiui, Samuel knelt by his side, and 
supplicated heaven for mercy. "But," said he 
to a friend afterwards, "bless you, bam* (child), 
I could not pray ; the heavens were like braes ; 
there l^'as itu getting to the other side of them ; 
and how whs it possible to get over all yon old 
crooks, rusty iron, and hob nails, heaped up in 
the corner, which had been collecting for years, 
and which, if every body had their own, were 
happen none of his !" 

During part of the life of two of Martha'* 
sisters, who resided in Rochdale, he paid an 
annual visit to them in that town. On one of 
these occasions, in 1801 or 1802, while Mr. 
Percival was stationed on the circuit, he wetit 
as usual to tender him his respects. Mr. P. 
engaged him to preach in the country the next 
day, which was the sabbath, and a person was 
appointed to conduct him. Samuel ascended 
the pulpit, preac^hed in his accustomed way, but 
failed to secure the attention of his rustic hearers. 
He gave up preaching, andcommenceda prayer- 
meeting. It was not long before a person mani- 

" Barn ;" in Scolland, bairn, for child ; an f xpicsnon rery 
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festcd deepdistrcss of soul,oa account of personal 
guilt. Samuel's companion was alarmed l«l 
iioiiie of the irreligious jiartof llie congregation 
should become unruly; but the service passed 
off much better tlian'was anticipated. Samuel 
called upon Mr. Percival the next morning, tt 
inform bim of his sabbath's excursion ; and in 
allusion to this and similar visits, he told tht 
people, after the commencement of miBsionar; 
meetings, that be had " been a missionary muxf 
years, and had preached to white heathens in 
Lancashire." Mrs. P. was confined in child-bed, 
and Mr. P. himself— being without servant- 
was preparing breakfast for the children — eiglu 
or nine in number — such a breakfast as is com- 
monly used by the lower classes of society, in 
Lancashire and the west of Yorkshire. Samuel 
cast an alternate look at this minister of God, 
and at his poor children: his compassion im 
moved — it was more than he could support him- 
self under — he retired — walked abouttbe groimd 
adjoiningthe house — sighed — wept — prayed. He 
knew the price of provisions was high, and board 
wages low : he saw the effects. He had but two 
guineas in his pocket ; lie returned — divided tlie 
sum — and gave Mr. P. a guinea. On his arrival 
at home, he gave his wife the history of his 
journey, together with an account of the manner 
in which he had disposed of his money, stating, 
among other particulars, that he had " lent the 
Lord a guinea at Rochdale." Martha remon- 
strated with him, supposing, as others would 
liave done, that he had scarcely acted with pru- 
dence in his generosity, telling him, that in his 
circumstances, "half a guinea would have been 
vrry handsome." Samuel replied in his 
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way, with the feelings of a man (ielivcred of a 
burden, aoc] with strong anticipations of the 
future, " Bless thee, my lass, the Lord will soon 
make it up to us," which was acttmlly the case 
a few weeks afterwards, and made up, it may be 
added, four-fold. He seemed to have none of 
ihose secondaiy or intermediate setitlmetits and 
impressions, which are often fatal to better feel- 
ings — the creature interposing between the 
Creator and the soul ; and hence it is that we 
perceive the spring of most of his movements r 
he considered himself, in all liis charities, as 
acting immediately mider and far God — as re- 
reiiingfrom him, and git iw^ to Hrw;* furnishing 
a standing, a living exemplification of his faith 
in, "/whs an hungered, and ye gave me meat: 
in as mucb as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these nij^ brethren, ye have done it 
unto we." 

There was still a degree of mystery hanging 
around the benevolence of Samuel at Rochdale, 
fur which Martha was unable satisfactorily to 
account, as she hadoulyallowed what she deemed 
ilie adequate expenses of the journey. But 
Samuel supposing he was pinioned a little too 
closely for the occasion, paid a stolen visit to his 
friend Mr. Rhodes before he set off, requesting 
Ihe loan of a guinea, as he had frequently done, 
saying, " We can set it straight, you know, at 
Christmas, when we settle." When Martha 

• li wng a fine Benlimcnt of the beneroleiil ReyuDld«, of Bristol, 
In reply to a lady who a)i|)liFd to him on behulf of an orphan. 
ADer he had giren libErally, ahe i«iJ, " \Micn he U old I will leach 
him to name and thank his henefailor." "Stop," (aid Ihp good 
man, " Ibou art mistahen : we do not thank the cloiiJs for the r«in. 
Teach him to look higher, nnil thank HIN wbo giTclh both tlie 
clsuda and the min." 
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rame to a kuowle<lge of this, she remarked, ibt 
she htt(i often thuutfht that Mr. Rliodes's pay- 
ments appeared but small when compared witli 
the work which had bucn done. 

In addition to this mortgage-like source, hn 
whith he fled on special occasione, be had ■■ 
secret place in his shop, where he was »c«l» 
tomed to deposit a little cash for regular u» 
Living by the side of the great north road from 
Lominii to Edtnhurgli, he was constantly re 
cciving visits from objects of distress. On tbn 
appearance, he went to his hoard, and relieve 
them as his feelings dictated, and his (unA 
alloM-ed, 

He was an utter stranger to the feeling * 
giving "grudgingly." His was, in poetic Ian 
guage, a" burnhig charity;" like concealed fiW 
constantly enlarging, till it actually tears awl 
the surface of the earth, to let loose the impr 
soned flame. It only wanted an object wpO 
which to expend itself; and as he rarely gal 
with discretion, the first applicant general 
fared the most bountifully. He was returniti 
from the pit one day, with a load of coals i 
little girl seeing him' pass the door, ran towaH 
him, and asked him for a piece of coal, sttatii 
that her mother was confined, and the faml 
without fire. Hestopped thehorsc — ^went intot 
house — made enquiry into their circumstaw 
—found the tale of the child correct — brouf 
Ihc can to the door— and poured down the wff^ 
of the load, free of cost. Having no luon- 
npon hmi to pay for an additional load, and beii 

1t2SL fcif c *=''"'V'i' ''^ returne.! to the coalT^ 
-7 had credit for twcntv l 
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ihe quantity, re-tilled bis cart, and retumeil 
liume witli his soul bymning its way ap to 
lieaven, like tlie lark breastiiiir ttte morning 
breeze, anil gladdening tlie inhabitants below 
with its first song. 

To him it was of uu imf>ort»nce what was 
^he nature of the want ; if it were a u-aiit, it was 
■pre to be met by him with the first object cal- 
Hfiated to supply il, to which he had any legal 
ppaiin ; and met too with the freedom and sudden 
JDsh of a fountain breaking from the side of a 
Iiill, giving foi'th Its streams till its sources are 
i-xhausted by its impetuosity. Of this, his con- 
duct to some soldiers on a march, during the 
lute war, affords perhaps as fine a specimen as 
Hny that can be selected. It was what is termed 
ii"forced march," and in the height of summer. 
The regiment being on its route to the south, 
a party halted at Micklefield early in the morn- 
ing; the village in ti could accommodate hut a 
fniall portion of them, and the remainder took 
[heir seats on the heaps of stones by the side of 
the road. Samuel, as usual, was up early, and 
rallying out of the house, be had presented to 
his view these veterans in arms. A thrill of 
loyalty was felt in his bosom, as every thing 
connected with his king, to whom he was pas- 
sionately attachctl, was calculated to produce. 
He instantly returned to the house, and placed 
before the men the whole contents of the buttery, 
pantry, and cellar — bread, cheese, milk, butter, 
meat, and beer went, and he himself in the midst 
of the men, as happy as n king living in the 
hearts of his subjects. Though in the very hey- 
^K of enjoyment, he looked with teiiderncs^s 
Hlra the men, who were about to take the 
■ L 2 
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field, and dUinUsed them with his blessing. Bttt 
he had part of the reekoning still to pay wilh 
his partner. Martha came down stairs, and 
after engaging in other domestic concerns, pro- 
ceeded tu tlie buttery, to skim the milk for 
breakfast. All had disappeared. Enqniry w« 
made ; and when she found liuw the things had 
been disposed of, she chided him, saying, "You 
might have taken the cream ofif before you gave 
it to them." Samuel replied, " Bless thee, jban, 
it would do them more good with the cream upon 
it." The officers of the regiment baring heanlof 
his conduct, called upon him to reuiuucrate him 
for what he had done ; but he thanked them for I 
their intentions, stating that what he had given. 
he hoA freely given, and that the men weretrW- 
come to the whole. The tale of Samuel's bounty 
was IiHoded from company to company, and lastlf 
from regiment to regiment ; and on the plain;^ ui 
Waterloo, some of the brave fellows, when nearly 
exhausted throngh excessive toil, were heard ti> 
express a wish by some who had beard the story, 
and knew Samuel, that Ibey again had access to 
bis milk and beer. Little was he aware, that lie 
would be borne in British hearts from bis native 
ihore, and triumph in those hearts in his deed.- 
of charity, upon a liel<l and in a struggle thai 
decided the fate of Europe, — be recollected a* 
the warriors' solace, in the hour of peril ! 

Though Samuel received occasional lecture^ 
from his good wife on account of his charities, 
it was not owing to a want of generous feeling 
in her, but to a greater share of prudence; and 
it was a fortunate circumstance for him, that he 
had such a curb at Iiand ; otherwise h 
have been oflen seriously involved in his 
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I "StanceF, and through charity alone, might either 
k^ave enlarged the list of bankrupts in the ga- 
;tte, or been led to the workhouse to subsist 
1 the charity of others. In this, though In the 
Hiaracter of a drawback, she was in reality a 
'Ulpmcet; and by prudently looking foi-ward, 
Was enabled to foresee the possibility of an evil 
day of want, and to hide both herself and the 
children from its calamities, by a little timely 
provision. It was not surprising to find Samuel 
plunging occasionally, yet innocently, when tlie 
reins were drawn a little more tightly than he 
wished. An amusing scene of this kind look 
place in the domestic circle. He was going out, 
and had attired himself in his better garb for 
public appearance. Not knowing what demands 
of justice or of mercy might he niade upon him 
before his return, he asked bis daughter, then at 
home, and who frequently acted the part of purse- 
bearer, for a few shillings. Martha, whose 
hearing was unusually quick on these occasions, 
was on the look out. The two hands were 
stretched out — that of the daughter to give, and 
that of the father to receive — without either of 
them being aware that another eye was upon 
them. Martha, unperceived, glided up to them 
like an apparition — passed her arm between 
them — and, placing her hand beneath the one 
containing the silver, gave it a sudden jerk: up 
flew the contents, which suddenly descended in 
i'shower on the house floor, when Martha, out 
"t seven or eight shillings, secured a dividend 
F four. 

These little incidents shew the man, as well 
S the necessary restraints imposed} nor could 
e be seen without them : and however sensible 
L3 
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ihe biographer may be o( their want of ilignitj, 
and tiuriK-tiiiicH even of cravity, there is greattr j 
eolicituile in " hitting off the likencF'^" tbaaii| 
iccurini; fame by the chaste and classical exec 
tiun of the work. Samuel, to be known, mni 
be threaded tli rough every path of private as w 
as public life ; and into one of the former he n _ 
again be traced, and beheld with iDterest, if M 
admiration. 

He was in the habit of visiting the sick j 
an he was nu respecter of persons, he attended 1 

fieople of every persuasion, and in every rank ui I 
iff, to whom be could find access. Among 1 
others, he visited the wife of old William Henu- 
worth, who died in 1620. William, and hii I 
■ons, having united themselves to the Wealtyii 
■ocicty, were in the habit of accompaayiflg 
Sanjiiel to ditferent places in his religiooBcX- 1 
cursion^. She, being a rigid Roman CatboKc, I 
looked upon Suniiiel as a heretic, leading then 
astray from the true faith. Affliction, at length, 
overtook her, on her route to the grave : and 
what was not a little fingular, she sent for 
Samuel to pray with her, His prayers were 
effectual — her heart was smitten — the clouds of 
ignorance mid KUper.4tilion rolled off in siicces- 
■ion from her understanding, like mists from the 
face of H landscape before the morning nun. On 
the arrival of the priest, under whose guidance 
the had been for a number of years, he was shewn 
to her apartment; but instead of waiting for 
iustnietion, she upbraided him for not having 
inculcated uiion her the necessity of the " new 
birth," stating at the same time, that she derived 
" more good from Haminy Hick's prayer, tliaii 
from all that" sho " had heard before, and that 
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if" she recovered, she would " go among the 
Methodists." The daughter askcil the priest to 
pray with ber mother ; but supposing her too far 
gone in heresy for recovery, he retired, saying, 
"I have done with her." It is pleasing to add, 
ttiat the woman died in possession of " perfect 
peace." 

Another person of the same persuasion, and 
nearly at the same time, resident at Micklefield, 
was visited by Samuel. Tbe priest and Samuel 
accidentally met in the sick man's chamber at 
tiie same lime ; and in order to etfect either the 
withdrawal or expulsion of the latter, the priest 
told the family that he could " not do any thing 
while Samuel" was present. This was a point 
which required some deliberation ; and no one 
appearing forward in the business, the reverend 
gentleman took it upon himself, to order Samuel 
Id walk out of the house. Samuel supposing he 
uight be serviceable on the occasion, observed, 
"Two are better far than one:" but the prieat 
Dot according with this sentiment, and the 
mother of the poor man declaring — intoxicated 
meanwhile with liquor, that she could not saj/ 
her pruyers for Sammy Hick, he was obliged to 
leave. So mnch for bigotry and intoxication, 
linked on the occasion like a wedded pair ! 

He was more usefiil in visiting a poor aged 
widow. After encouraging and praying with 
her, he put sixpence into her hand — the sum 
total, it is believed, he hart upon his person at 
the time. She appeared overpowered with 
gratitude, and he was deeply affected with the 
manner in which it was expressed. It suddenly 
occurred to him, and he internally accosted 
himself — "Bless me, can sixpence make a poor 
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creature happy ? How inaoy sixpences I'i'^'^I^E 
spent on this moath of raioe, in feeding it wm^| 
tobacco ! I will never take anotlier pipe ^iii^^l 
I live: 1 will give to the poor whatever I sa4|^| 
firom it." From that hour he ilenied liimBelf, It ■ 
was not long, however, before he was seriousry H 
indisposed. Ht:i lUMiical attendant, being eitlxr ■ 
inclined to try liic strength of hi? resolution, or I 
supposing that he had sustained some injury b; I 
suddenly breaking off the use of the pipe, anil I 
therefore would derive advantage from its r^ I 
adoption, addressed him thus: ■ 

Phys. " You must resume the use o( the pipe, I 
Mr. Hick." I 

Sam. " Never more. Sir, while I live." I 

Phys. " It is essential to your restoration to I 
health, and I cannot be answerable for cons^ I 
quences, should you reject the advice given." I 

Sam. "Let come wLat will, I'll never tiite I 
another pipe : I've told my Lord so, and I'B I 
abide by it." i 

Phys. " You will in all probability dl6 
then." 

Sam. " Glory be to God for that ! I fihall go 
to heaven : I have made a vow, and I'll keep 
it." His medical adviser found him unflinching 
in the face of danger and of death ; atid as he 
recovered from his illness, he more readily attri- 
buted the prolongation of life to the honour 
which God had conferred upon him for his self- 
denial, than to the most efficacious medicine that 
could have been administered. 

This fearlessness, for which he was indebted 
both to nature and grace, produced on one occa- 
sion a happy effect. He had been at Askcrti 
Spaw wilh Martha, some lime in 1816; i " 
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Ills return hi>uie, took occasion to stand up in 
the cart, before lie reached Norton, to throw his 
great coat over lier, in order to prevent her 
taking cold during her exposure to the open air. 
Just at that moment the horse took flight — 
Samuel lost his balance — fell backward out of 
[he cart — and pitched upon his shoulder. He 
eustained cousidcrabie injury, and when raised 
from the ground, was unable to stand erect. He 
was conveyed with some diflliculty to the village; 
OD reaching which, a medical gentleman was 
stnt for, who deemed it advisable not to bleed 
hioi, though urged to it by him. " I am very ill. 
Sir," said Samuel, "and must be bled." The 
surgeon replied, " If you are bled at present, 
you will die." "Die — die, Sir," was returned, 
"What is death to me? 1 am not afraid of 
(lying. 1 have nothing tu do, but to make my 
H'ill ; and I can make it in two minute." ; there 
are plenty of witnesses. My money shall be 
disposed of, so and so," naming in a few brief 
stntences, the mauner: then stretching out his 
),'reat arm, as he did on a subsequent occasion, 
be said, "Live or die, I will be bled." The 
gentleman hoping the best, opened the vein, and 
took a bason of blood from him. Not satisfied, 
Samuel stretched forth the other arm, and said, 
"I will be bled in this also." His attendant 
again complied with his wish, and took from him 
a second bason full. " When he did this," ob- 
served Samuel, " the pain went away as nice as 
aught." On the bandages being properly ad- 
justed, Samuel iaid, "Now, doctor, you have 
been made a blessing to my body; I will beg of 
■iffiiod to bless your sow/." So saying, he knelt in 
U^ usual hurried way, and devoutly prayed 
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case became known, he went to Aberford— 
applied to several respectable people — slated her 
circuuiHtances — and solicited a variety of thiiig:> 
which he deemed suitable fur her relief and sup- 
port. Aware ol the honour which God puts 
upon faith, agreeably to the declaration of ouf 
Lord to the blind men — "According to your 
faith be it unto yon," he provided himself before- 
hand, in the strength of his confidence, with i 
basket; which, together with his pocket, wai 
replenished on his return, having between twenty 
and thirty shillings in one, — ninffins, breail, 
butter, sugar, and a shouhlcr of tnutton in the 
other. Careful IMartha, who was never back- 
ward in rare cases, as has been perceived, aod 
would have done more in »ach as were lew 
necessitous, had she not known that Samuel's 
benevolence was more than (sufficient for both, 
added her half-crown to the moneys collected -, 
and Samuel, with bis basket by bis side, set off 
to the cottage of this daughter of affliction, and 
was received like the angel of plenty in time of 
famine. 

"His heart always melted," says Mr. Dawsoa, 
" at the sight, or on hearing the tale of ^voe. He 
could not hear of persons in distress, but he wept 
over them ; and if they were within his reach, 
he relieved them according to hi;: ability, apply- 
ing also to others mure afllucnt than himself to 
assist in such works of mercy. If ever a person 
answered the character of the liberal man, who 
devises liberal things, Samuel Hick was that 
man. The highest luxury that he could enjo» 
was, to deal out bread to the hungry, to bring 
the poor into his house that were cast out, to 
cover the naked, and to satisfy the afflicted 



THE VILLAGE BL.\(: K«H[TH. 119 

poivcr, ami to pcrceivt; a viuilitr in thp iafluence 
tjCreligioQ upon the heart, which he ha<l neither 
Jireviously kiiown nor confessed. 

Prodigal as Samuel was in some of his chari- 
ties, towards persons in great need, and who were 
likely to make a proper use of them, there were 
reasons when he seemed to be vested with a dis- 
cretional power, beneficial to Ihe recipient. A 
poor man had lost a horse by sickness. Samuel, 
who was " a Pervaut of all work," in the begging 
liae, went round the neighbourhood, and col- 
lected money, for the purchase of aiiolher. This 
amounted to a guinea more than the value of 
die animal, — a siini of less than twenty shillings 
being suDicicnt to purchase another equally poor 
to replace him. The man himself, though a 
professor of religion, was less entitled to Samuel's 
confidence than his benevolence; and to shew 
iiow low lie stood, by the small degi^e of pros- 
[iprity he was capable of sustaining, Samuel, 
^iieaking of him to a friend, said, " I did not 
^ive him the guinea all at once; I gave it 
liim as I thought he needed it; for bless you, 
ham, you see he could not bear progperih/." 
The notion of " prosperitif" being appended 
ti) so small a sum, is worthy of being pre- 
served as a memento emanating from a mind 
ifliich was itself stamped by it as a still greater 
curiosity. 

Benevolence of heart, though connected with 
'lender personal means, is often of greater value 
10 a neighbourhood, in such a man as Samuel 
Hick, than the opulence of others. A female 
fflio resided about a mile from his house, was 
extremely poor, and hastening, through con- 
Mimption, to an invisible world, When her 
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that his soul, as though it had been in bondag 
before — for such was the change — bounded fA 
and expatiated at full liberty. Here he had ampli 
scope tor the finest, the fullest, and the deepen 
philanthropic feelings of his heart; and f 
many miles round his own homestead, it n 
rare not to sec his face turn up in the crowd 

poatiibtF, tlist this ma} have been U>e germ of the ichule. 
nswalcra bad ■ public meeting in Leeds, a Tew monthi prei 
toUic fir«t public one amnng the Wrsleyans. Tbis haTing 
held in the course of tliesummer, Messn. Scarth and Turldi 
nuted Ihc Conference, and e:tpte»ed tbeir rievs on tb? stil^ 
Ibe Rer. Georfe Mnnden, tlaling thai lomethiag ilmald be 
in a more puAHc way for the miMiooary JntereBt belonging to 
own boily. With their *ieWB Mr. M. perfectly coiacided. \ 
(he embarraised xtale of the miuionsry fund came before Ihl 
Conference, there ippearcu to be no altematiTe between redurill| 
the preacheraat home or (he miMionaiiei abroad. There wule 
much zeal nnd liberality in llie body to permit either. Ilie inl 
ject naa one of deep intercut ; and did not die at Cunfeimee. 7^ 
HDrley, the Ijeedii lopetiatendant, thought, that if the Dtw«al 
could raise a HiiBioNARY MeetiNC, tfie MelhedUU migbtal 
and accurdingly auggeited the tnlqcct to his colleagoes, Hh 
Bunting and Piller, who Eealously entered into but viewi. I 
tatislicd wilb commeucing Ibia "new Ikfng" in Methodina 
their own responalhility, tbey were deBiroua of hnnwiog ho* 
111- proposal of a pulilic meeting would meetwitb thecountena 
ofothersoftbcirbrelbrvii. Bniniley having been then but 
divided from the Leeds circui:<-.s close onion atjll aubaisting 
(ween t^iem — and being contiguoua to each other, these ^ntlci 
proceeded thither, with a. riew m deliberate with the Rev. 
Naylot and the biographer, who were then stationed dd 
Bramley circuit. No pemiasion waa requisite; the propricQ 
necestiity, and practicability of tlie measure were manifest at ODCi 
The Lecd* and the Bramley preachen thus took the first derisive 
and active alep in the work, which tiaa since been carried ontoauA 
aa extent, A corresponding chord was aooo fonnd to vibrate with 
pleasure in the brensts of the Rev. Mcsan. R. Watnon and J. 
Buckley, of the Wakefield circuit; and they were followed 1^ 
Messrs. Reece and Atmott, of the Bradford and Halifax "~ * 

who both exulted in the prospect of no ample an harvest 
Mr, Bunting nr^nized the fint plan — Mr. Watson wrote 
address— Mr. Buckley preached the first sermon on the 
at Annley,B place belonging to the Bramley circuit— «nd tbe fli 
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tol. Then it was that be felt the full trutli of 
fK BeDteDce, ' It is more blessed to give than 
pteceive.' " 

' But if one object of charity was more para- 
rant than another in his affections and exer- 
it was that of Christian missions ; — a 
rity on the broadest scale, which blends all 
the miseries of time with the glories of eternity, 
alleviating the one by the contemplation of the 
other ; — a charity which looks at the whole man, 
in all the relations of life ; — a charity whose ob- 
ject is the destruction of sin — that which, like a 
pestilential vapour, blights the whole harvest 
of human hope and comfort, and, carrying the 
seeds of destruction into every source of pros- 
perity, reduces society to the condition of a tree 
withered lo the root ; — a charity, in short, oc- 
casioned by "Paradise Lost," and which will 
never know cessation in its doings till the fact 
is ascertained of " Paradise Regained." So far 
back as the period when the late Dr. Coke com- 
menced what has been termed the " drudgery of 
begging," Samuel gave him half a guinea for 
ibe support of the missions ; and this, consider- 
ing the scanty means be had then at command, 
and the small number of missionaries employed, 
would not have disgraced the "Reports" of 
modern times. But it was not till the public 
meetings commenced at Leeds,* and elsewhere. 



eep an interrsl in Otete meet- 
or tbeit begioningt upon hti 
it Ihii diitaDcc of 



* The biographer has hod ti 
infpt, not to recollect the iutinc 
ovD iDinti. It i» difficult preciwiy to detfniuD 
time, with vboin the lirei thought nriginateii, i 
Arstwntence that led tu them, Mr. Scartb, of Leeds, repealedlf 
icinariied to Mr. Dawson, b^rre Dr. Coke took his departure for 
India, "The mitsiomiry cause must be taken -' " " ■■ - - 
hand ; it ipiut be nude a. public)— a aymmon i 
M 
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creature happy ? How many sixpences have 1 
spent on this mouth of mine, in feeding it with 
tobaccu ! 1 will never take another pipe whilst 
I live : I will give to the poor whatever 1 save 
from it." From that hour he denied himself. It 
was not long, however, before he was seriously 
indisposed. His medical attendant, being either 
inclined to try the strength of his resolution, or 
supposing that he hud sustained some injury b; 
suddenly breaking off the use of the pipe, and 
therefore would derive advantage from its re- 
adoption, addressed htm thus: 

Pkys. " You must resume the use of the pini'. 
Mr. Hick." 

Sam. " Never more. Sir, while I live." 

Phys. "It is essential to your restoration to 
health, and I cannot be answerable for conse- 
quences, should you reject the advice given." 

Sam. " Let come what will, I'll never take 
another pipe : I've told ray Lord so, and I'll 
abide by it." 

Phys. " You will in all probability die 
then," 

Sam. "Glory be to God for that! I nball go 
to heaven : I have made a vow, and I'll keep 
it." His medical adviser found him unflinching 
in the face of danger and of death ; and as he 
recoverc<l from his illness, he more readily attri- 
buted the prolongation of life to the honour 
which God had conferred upon him for his self- 
denial, than to the most efficacious medicine that , 
could have been administered. J^m 

This fearlessness, for which he was inde MWB 
both to nature and grace, produced on one oral^ 
sion a happy etfect. He had been at Askettt 
Spawwith Martha, some time in 1816; and on 
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l£ke the 'iiHage on a favourite medal, wbich is 
I'the pride and boast of the antiquary, and fixes 
Mie eye of the spectator much sooner tlian most 
i the others which adorn his cabinet. 

Jc meetiiie va> held Id the old chapel, at Lred^ — T. Tfaomit- 

I, E«q. MP. in the chair. Tbe meeliiiga were a[ fir«t beheld 

" le of tbe krethrta as tbe dutage of eatbuiiaBiD, and as tbe 

iDFT of a marriage union with tbe vorld. But they became 

H productive, and irere so idatnimrDtal in produdng good to the 

""tributura, that Ibe most sturdy oppooenls were out unfrequcDtty 

id aflcrirBnli in tbe cAoir, deliveriiig tbeir lecantatiaoi. 



J! 
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A mao like Samnel Hick, whose mind was so 
thoroughly iiubued with (livine grace, was not 
likely to be defective in what is termed nation- 
ality, and the still more scriptural principle of 
loyahy. Never did a Jew, by the rivers of Ba- 
bylon, reflect with greater tenderness uiwn 
Judea, " in a strange land," than he di<l upon 
his country, which he was iti the habit of desig- 
nating "owr island" — "our England, " always 
cunRidcring himself as having a personal interest 
at stake in all its affairs ; and never did a subjecl 
in any realm pour out with greater sincerity and 
fervour the prayer of — " God save the King." 

During one of Mr. Pawson's appointment 
W the Leeds circuit, Samuel obser\-efi, " corn 
was very dear. The poor people went rounii 
our town with a half guinea in their hands, and 
could not get a stroke* of corn for it. Mr. Paw- 

' HMke, B. Iiunlirl. In tbr west of Yurkahire, B ttrike Is (« 
fmtih; or n ha^ bunluil ,- beace tbe high price of gmhi at thp pcrioJ 
tnfurRcl to, when uoor peoplr coulJ not obtain alialfbtulieltmt 
huffgulnm. -^ 
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I came to Slurtoa Grange to preach, aod 

I while preaching, tie told his congregation that 

Itheren'otild be a tarn in e in our land, and that 

' he had seen it coming on for twenty years." 

Such a prophecy, frooi such a prophet — a man 

whom, like all other Weslej^an ministers, he con- 

lidered an apostle of God— and in reference to 

town land, " of every land the pride," conld 
but anakea in him strange emotions. With- 
aitempting to endue Mr. Pawson with the 
of prophecy, it is probable that he might 
iDiioiate to his congregation, that he had sighed 
over the extreme wickedness of the wicked — 
having been touched by it — that, from the 
poignancy of his feelings, he foreboded some 
manifestaiioQ of the divine displeasure — and by 
way of improving the subject, in order to lead 
the dissolute to repentance, prayer, and reform- 
ation, might lay hold of passing events in such 
a way as to lead Samuel, who, inapprehensiveof 
his meaning, and not taking in the whole of the 
connecting links of thought, to draw the infer- 
ence stated. 

Samuel returned home reflecting on what he 
conceived to be Mr. Pawson's view of the sub- 
ject ; and the following extract will shew the 
acutenesd of his feelings, his simplicity, and bis 
piety. " I began," says he, "to he very miser- 
able ; and as my children ^vere small, 1 thought 
it would be a sore thing for them, my wife, and 
myself to be pined to death. When I got home 
I went into my closet to enquire of the Lord, 
whether there would be a famine or no; and 
while I was pleading I got as fair an answer 
rem the Lord, that there would be no famine, 
Kwhen be pardoned my sins and cleansed my 
' M3 
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suul. I saw that tliere was plenty of cor 
supply till liiirvest. But this did not satisfy 
1 told iny wile that I could not rest till I ^ 
to inform the preacher tbat there would b 
famine in our laud. I set off for Stiirton ; 
when 1 got there, I told that dear woman of < 
Mrs. Ward, my errand." Here Mrs, W. 
properly interposed, not only on account of the 
lateness of the hour, which appears to have bceu 
on the same evening after preaching — but by de- 
licately EUggesting the impropriety there wouki 
be in his "pretending to dictate to one of tbe&ret 
preachers in the connexion." But Samuel vm 
not to be repulsed by cither first or seamd, 
whether the claim instituted referred to prioritjr 
of time or of talent. He had his one argument 
at hand — "Thussaith the Lord;" and proceed!, 
" I told her not to blame me, for it was the Lonl 
that had sent mo. With a deal to do, she let me 
into the room ; and 1 told our brother Puwsun, 
that the Lord had sent me to inform him that 
there would be no famine in the land." Mr. Paw- 
son, whose forebodings were scarcely removed, 
replied, " Well, brother, I shall be very thankful 
to the Lord, to find it not so." Samuel taking 
& little credit for the superiority of his own 
judgment and impression in the case, and still 
firm in his belief in the actual prediction of s 
famine, adds, "So we see how good men may 
miss their way, for there was no famine." To 
persons whose feelings are not immediately ii 
terested, it is sometimes amusing to hear wi' 
meaning men, without a prophetic soul, guesi ' 
against each other for their Maker. la 
present case, Samuel's conduct in going' 
" enquire of the Lord," manifested a sj 
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Worthy the most simple, the purest, the beat 
part of patriarctial times ; and as they were 
chLefiy his own fears that had to be allayed, the 
impression that effected their removal, was so 
far — all prophecy on the occasion apart — an act 
of mercy — mercy manifested in the exercise of 
prayer. 

He availed himself of this supposed prophetic 
^lure of Mr. Puwson, Feb. 28th, 1826, when he 
addressed a letter to the Rev. E. Irving, who had 
then reached the acme of liis oratorical attrac- 
tions, though not of his theological reveries, and 
who, as Saiimel had been inlbrmed, had been 
prognosticating national calamities, because of 
oational wickedness. The original, which is in 
(he writer's possession, is a curiosity, and would, 
if printed as it flowed from his pen, exemplify 
the estimate given of bis mind in the preceding 
pages. With the exception of a few transpo- 
litions, retrenchments in verbiage, andtheocca- 
■ional substitution of a word, the foUowiog may 
be considered as an allowable copy : 

"Dear Brother Irviug — the Prophet in London, 
" I am informed that you have prophesied 
that this island is bourn to come to desolation; 
but I think you should put a condition in your 
prophecy, viz. that if the people humble them- 
"TBlreg, pray, and tnrn from their wicked ways, 
' tn God will hear from heaven, will pardon 

Mr Bins, and will heal the land. When the 

' prophet Jonah went to preach at Nineveh, the 
whole of the people of the city humbled them- 
selves, and prayed to God ; and God heard their 
prayer, and saved them from destruction. If 
H^re had been ten righteous souls in the cities 

L ;_ 
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ofSodooi and Gomorrab, wlien they were de- 
stroyed, in ivhich there were so many tUou- 
sanas of men, women, and children, they would 
not have suffered : and 1 fully believe, that if 
Abraham had pleaded on, the l>ord would 
have saved the cities for his servant's sake; 
but he gave up pleading, and then they were 
consumed. 

"Bull have to inform you, Sir, that there 
are more than ten righteous men in a city; for 
the little one has become a thousand, and the 
small one a strong nation. We have our Moseses, 
and our Elijahs, and our Daniels in our island, 
who are all pleading. We have thousands of 
children training up to fear God and honour the 
king : we have Bible Societies, Missionarr 
Meetings, and Tract Societies. These four in- 
stitutions are the Ix>rd's ; and this island is the 
Lord's nursery, in which he raises up plants to 
plant the gospel in all the world, in order to be 
a witness untu all nations. Then the wicked- 
ness of the wicked shall come to an end — all 
shall know the Lord from the least to the great- 
est — nations shall learn war no more — and the 
whole earth shall be filled with the glory of 
God. 

"The Pope prophesied, in years past and 
gone,* that he should get back the inheritance 
of his forefathers, be set upon the British throne, 
and have all the churches restored: but that 
will never come to pass ; God ivill never suffer 

* Somnel met with a mam, in one or bi< Jouroien, vlio avowed 
U> belief in the Roman Catbolk creed, and hi<i failh also in llie 
rettoraUoaofour cathedrals and churche«tu tbe papal state- The 
public mind Kancunsiderablyagiljiledattbe time with IheCatht^ 
qnedion, »nd (he imprmsion produced by both, led hi— — ■ -i-- 
to introduce bis lioliueaslu Mr. Irving, 
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tlie pope to govcru his nursery or plantation. 
We shall be governed by peaceable governors. 
VVe shall have peace and plenty. The year that 
IB past has been u pteutitul year for temiwral 
food ; and 1 trust before we see the end of this 
we shall find it to have been one of the best we 
ever had for gpiritual food — that many will be 
brought to the knowledge of God — and that we 
shall see the downfall of infidelity. 

" I have known good men miss their way 
in my day, by their prophecies. The prophets 
foretold that there should he wars and rumours 
of wars in the latter days, and that nation should 
ri.ce lip against nation. These prophecies have 
been fulfilled. Nation has been up against na- 
tioD. There bus been such destniction as never 
was before. But these days were to be shortened 
for the elect's sake." Then follows his account 
mi what he denominated Mr. Pawson's prophecy, 
appending to it the case of another person, who, 
be observes, " prophesied that our island would 
be covered with war and bloodshed," and as a 
precautionary measure, " took his family to 
America, where be purchased a large estate. 
But,"contiuues SMmiiel,"thesewere foolish pro- 
phecies, and false prophets, and I firmly believe 
yours will prove to be like them. While we con- 
dtiue to lionour God, by sending the gospel to 
the poor perishing heatlien, by keeping up our 
noble Bible and Tract Societies, and Sunday 
Schools, we shall neither have pestilence nor 
tamine, nor shall the sword be permitted to go 
through the land. And although there is at 
present agreat stagnation of tradeand commerce, 
yet there is a remedy for us, on certain conditions. 
It is not a prophetj nor an archangel, but the 



130 THE VILLACK BLACKSMITH. 

God that made the n-orld, and all that therna 
is, who says, If I shut up heaven that there be 
no rain, or if I send a pestilence, if my people 
that is called by my name will humble ihem- 
relves, and turn from their wicked ways, I will 
pardon iheireins and willheal their land. Thii 
is the case. Person? are turning from their sini 
every day. Judgment is mixed with mercy. 
England is one of the first islands in the world. 
We have liberty of conscience — we have peace 
— and 1 hope trade and commerce will again 
revive, and that the suffering poor will bsn 
plenty of work, to enable them to earn bread fiir 
their families." 

There Is not the slightest intention in the 
writer to bring the "Village BJacksmith" into 
the arena of controversy, with ii view to place 
him in polemic array against Mr. Irving; nor 
need Mr. Irving be ashamed of the association, 
as a few of Samuel's positions are as tenable ai 
some of those with which he has favoured tbe 
world in his more recent publications. Proceed- 
ing on the correctness of Samuel's information, 
which is only assumed fur the occasion, hla sug- 
gestion relative to the propriety of annexing 
conditions to threatening, and the support which 
he professes to derive for this suggestion from 
the case Nineveh, is worthy of respect. His 
application of the subject to Britain, which he 
illustrates by the case of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
■hewing the superiority of the one over the 
other — Britainwith her multitude of intercessor* 
actually engaged at the throne of grace, her 
Christian philanthropy, as exhibited in her in- 
stitutions, and the probable increase of conver- 
sions tu God througii the instrumentality of 
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Sunday Schools — and the cities of the plain 
without their "ten righteous" characters—de- 
ducing from the whole the probability of our 
safety, shews that he was in {lossession of correct 
scriptural notions, though they often radiated in 
different directions, like so many scattered rays 
of light, being unable to employ them to the 
best advantage, and therefore not aln'ays falling 
with fulness on the point to be illuminated. The 
act too of pressing the late revolutionary wars 
into his service, which he considered to be no 
other than the " rumours of wars" mentioned 
in scripture, by way of shewing the difference 
between ancient and modern prophetic preten- 
sions — the one havingbcen fulfilled, and the other 
remaining unacconiplished — and his attempt to 
rescue the prevHiling commercial distress out of 
Mr. Irving's hands, that he might not avail him- 
self of it in support of his predicted judgmentR, 
intimate a quickness of intellect, though un- 
equal to that which precedes. Bui the letter is 
given chiefly with a view to shew the manner 
in which his thoughts moved, when venturing 
beyond the precincts of a few brief sentences j 
and for tliis purpose too, as well as that of honour- 
ing the feelings of his heart, his address to hia 
Majesty George III. may be introduced. 

At the time when Buonaparte threatened to 
invade England, there were great "searchings 
of heart." Samuel was among the sufferers in 
spirit. When fear was at its height, he retired 
Into the fields, like the prophet to the summit of a 
solitary mountain, to intercede M'ith his Maker ; 
and he there received what set his own mind at 
rest — an assurance that our shores would never 
Hkeither printed or polluted by the foot of the 
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enemy. From that period he went on his war 
rejoicing, and in tlic strength of his confident, 
hie patriotic and loyal feeling, lie wrote the ad- 
dress just alluded to, the substance of which ii 
as follows : 

"O King, live for ever! Let not your heart 
be troubled, nor your countenance be changed; 
for that God whose church and cause you have 
defended, will also defend you, and deliver you 
from the lion and the bear, and also from this 
uncircumcised Philistine; for he shall never ?n 
his foot upon English ground. And if yov 
Majesty the King want.s a regiment of Lii 
guards to defend your person, your property, u) 
your nation, God wilt raise them up from the 
church of Christ, and 1 will go in the forefront ; 
and like Gideon's army, with their lamps in 
pitchers, one of these will chase a thousand, and 
two will put ten thousand to flight. And if your 
Majesty the King wants any money to support 
or dctend your person, your property, or your 
nation, I um now possessed of £G0O, and your 
Majesty shall have every shilling of it. When I 
began the world, I had not a penny, nor a bitr 
of bread to put into tny month, and I will again 
begin the world as naked as at first. And that 
Gofl whom I love and serve will never suffer llie 
civawn to be taken from the head of your Ma- 
jesty, till he shall crown you with immortality 
and eternal life." 

Whether the letter ever'reached his Majesty, 
is doubtful, not only because of the ineditim 
through which it was conveyed, but from lln 
known cliaracter of that venerable monarch ; fl- 
it is more than probable, that, from the noveli) 
of the occasion, he would have condescended, 
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not to accept the offer, but to pay respect to the 
generous emotions which emanated from the 
bosom of such a subject ; and tlie more so, as the 
name of Hick was not unfamiliar to the royal ear. 
Samuel had a brother-in-law* who was groom 
in the stables at Windsor, and to whom his Ma- 
jesty paid personal attention. Having been 
absent from his post through indisposition, his 
Majesty, on perceiving it, enquired in his hasty 
manner, " Where ii Hick ? Where is Hick ?" 
When informed that he was ill, the royal enquiry 
was, " Has he had medical aid ?" instantly add- 
ing, "if not, let him have it immediately." But 
the sufferer died ; and Mr, Dawson observes, " I 
have been informed, that his widow was the object 
of his Majesty's attention and bounty," Sam- 
uel, by means of his brother-in-law had acquired 
that (cnowledge of his Majesty's private ciiarac- 
ter, which inspired him with veneration. This 
feeling led him to Windsor, during his last visit 
to the metropolis; but of all the objects presented 
to the eye of a stranger, nothing ^xed his atten- 
tion so much as the house of his God; and in 
that house, not any thing yielded such rapture, 
as the cushion upon which the royal personage 
had been accustomed regularly to perform his 
devotional exercises. On that cushion Samuel 
devoutly knelt ; and as he could throw his whole 
Mjul into that prayer, " Give the king thy judg- 
ments, O God;" so he could as heartily add,"and 
thy righteousness unto theking's son:" and hence 
it was, that when George HI. resigned his crown, 
he transferred his loyal affection to George IV. 
While the letter shews the piety, the loyalty, 
and the liberality of its writer, together with the 
• ffis wife's brother, whme maiden Dame wa; Hick, 
N 
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orca^ionailf beaulifiil adaptalioD of scripti 
Unguaee and ficriptaraliseta|)!iorlo the subji 
in baiKl, far wbich be trae sometimes so ha|^ 
and whkb, in ?ome in^'lances, coald not hi 
been more felicitmisk iairoduced by our 
divines, we are iwt les^ impressed with bis 
tracted riew», and amu^erl with bis notions 
generaUhip. Fur though Roman history 
familiarized u? with an itt.«tance of one of 
fir^t characters having been summoned from 
plough to figure in arm!-, yet we are not 
prepared to we Samuel throwing aside 
leathern apron for regimentals — to eee him bi 
dishing the .sword, beading a troop of soldi 
and cutting bis way through the ranks of tbr 
enemy. His hand was better adapted to the 
grasp of the hammer, than the musket, and Lie 
heart — which would bare sickened at cruelty W 
3 beetle — would have sooner led him to heal 
than to woand. The estimate be forrae<l of lii» 
prowess, was what would have suited his ^tate, 
when he silenced the clergyman in the presence 
of Mr. Burdsall. He would now have mocb 
sooner stripped, and turned up his shirt sleeves, 
in front of the anvil, to beat swords into ptougb- 
shares, and spears into pruning-hooks, than have 
girded himself for the fight : and it is question- 
able whether he had any intention in the case, 
besides that of appearing, like the roonks uf 
Bangor before Ethelfritb, accoutred, not with 
"carnal" weapons, but with "the whole armoor 
of God," which in his estimation, was more 
fitted for " the pulling down of strong holds," 
than any other instrument thatcould be invented, 
whether by a Congre%-e or an Archimedes, 
he had any views beyond those of combatil 
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pe assailauts with tlic weapons of fiiith and 

tat/er, we can only marvel at the (Hlfercnce 

Btween him and John Nelson, wljom lie lieanl 

ich at Abcrfoi'il cross, who, when impressed 

\ soldier, said to those who were decking 

in military attire, " You may array me as a 

lan of war, but 1 shall never fight." But wbe- 

ler Samuel had taken the field ur not, he M'ouhl 

ive given the ;6600. as cheerfully as he ever 

iwe sixpence to a destitute widow. 

Leaviug the great continental field, where 
e tlmnderbolt of war was seen turning up the 
til like a plough- share, and where the military 
mpest appeared to be gradually clearing the 
r and settling the political atmosphere — with 
^ich events it would have appeared ridiculous 
name such an insignificant being as Samuel, 
1 it not been for his loyal address — we shall 
t our attention to a slight skirmish of ano- 
pr description, nearer his own homestead, aud 
I Me how he was skilled in the military tactics 
re<]uisite for the occasion. "I remember," he 
observes, "a great out-pouring of the Lord's 
Spirit at Ledstone, near where I resided ; and 
in that town there lived a parliament man, who 
was ajustice of peace." This "parliament man" 
was no other than Michael Aiigelo Taylor, Esq., 
who has distinguished hunself in the senate on 
several measures for the amelioration of the 
metropolitan police, and diflTcrent other ques- 
tions. One evening, during the revival referred 
to, Mr. T. Avas passing the place, which was 
licensed for preaching, and in wliich the people 
were met for public worship. On hearing an 
, unusual noise he stepped up to the door; and 

Cf over and above [^killed in the science 
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of salvation, or having liis ear tuned for tlie 
music of penitential groans, he, according to ttie 
testimony of Samuel, " stamped and swore," 
declaring he would liave them " all taken up," 
calling out, meanwhile, for a "constable."* 
Mr. T. arldrcsEed a farmer who acted in that 
capacity, and tohl him he would have no such 

• Mr.T. meriti an a|iolopat, ami may W escuwd for tht piri 1 
lie looli in atUmptiag la queJI an apparent lumult, when pmoa I 
prafeMing unuauaJ naaclity, >nJ whu have been diaripKned in Ihe 
midil ufjoch assrniblies, hare taken ofTence at them, Tliey ban 
WNiiellaies raited as great a clamiiiiriM order, as tlie clamour h>> 
actually amunnled to which Uiey Lave attcmpU-d to ■alrnc 
Order, decorum, coRruBioN, Etc. very (iflen mean juM a^ Bucli 
as we are disposed to make of them. ImSjiine a magnificeiil fdi- 
Gce, in tbe couise of eMClion, riialiii^, in its ipleodour, the nobk 
minater at York, Penoas totally unacquainted with the plaraaad 
deai^a of the archileet, on aeeing a. hundred m^n employed in 
different placea,croBingand re-cro4aing eaeh other'ft path, h«vtB^ 
wood, drawing water, mixiiig, cfaneling, hammering, mouldiiif, 
with a hundred other tl cettrai, wimUt be ready to laliel tbe wbok 
aa onr immenae mau of coafiultm. But the architect hin»elf, con- 
fidenl in the harmonious morenienbt of hu own plana, and who 
can connect the whole from beginning to end, tee* that merjr ibob 
ia in his propur pbice, and that the baildiag is regularly ruing — 
proceeding with orrfer — going on towards completion, llui, 
though not a perTed, in a sufficient illustration of a pbaTH- 
nEETiRO, A hundred penons are uaodated together, with ■ 
hundred wanta, in a hundred dllTerent states, with a hundred 
otrjects in view, and wilh at many different modea of accompR-Ji- 
ing their purposes. Here ia one dumb, nod a> a beast before hii 
Maker, capable only of expresuDgbimiieif by a jij^. A second, mon 
deeply wrought upon, given utterance to hU ratrow by a heavj 
lob, A third bieaka silence with a groan, A fourth, drinking atill 
dee|ier of the wormwood and gall, actually roar* out for the div 
quietude of his soul. A tiflh ia vreilliag with Gu>l in MlgUg 
prayer for the blessing uf pardon, while a dozru more peniteaU 
1/ arc imiling on their breaiti, and each responds to tbe prayer pub- 

licly offered, "God be merciful to me a ainner" — a score ofTuim 
lifted up at the same time, and striking in, like the people of oU, 
wilh a hearty " /InwB." Two or three pcraona, in tbe midst of tbi>, 
baring obtained paice Hilh God, being very differently nffMed, 

Lire ready to commence a gang of pralte, and nothing but tbe w«4^ 
" GloTs" dweIN upon Ihelr lip*, Thuiigli Ibc prayer pabliclf H^fl 
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fteturbance in the parish. A good sister, who 
ra& presBiitj began to pray for Mr. T., repeating 
Bveral times, " Lord, bless him." Mr. T., on 
He other hand, elevating his voice to an un- 
bual pitch, told her to cease her noiae; "but 
Be," says Samuel, "like the blind man, cried 
nt the more," Mr. T., however, at length 



la God is one, jet the itate» of the people differ. It cannot 
haps reach erer^ rate, because evny case is n^ tnoim tn llie 
n who ifl the mouth oT the auilrence ; and perwns will be 
f^ in praporlion as it reaches thcmiielTes — thus passing from 
M another: and till every ciie is reached, agony itself will 
eDJIent to thniw in his Malentious and ejaculalory 
in order to hasten the blessing. If the people were 
in me ttale, had all Brrived at the same stage of Telii/ious knoic- 
Icdge, had iiie tame gtrengih of intelleet, and the ramB' cinri, they 
might then he hronght to keep tolerahle lime with each other, like 
annmlierof clocks nr watches. Until this is the case, the character 
of a meeting cotnpnseil of persons taking the kiugdoni of hearcn 
by holy violence, will vary : and to a person entering into a place 
at the period Just described, the whole might appear a Mene of 
fmfiuiim, and he might, by way of bu<iliing it inf u AtillneH^ bawl 
nut more lustily th,in any uf them, for m-ilpr and fur a coiuiable. 
But such a person shonlil recollect, that man's canfiuion is very 
often God's oriJer. The Divine Bring, who sees nut as man— man, 
nfao li unable to look beyond the veil of humanity— hehuldi the 
(ante Spirit at work, though various in his aperaf JOiu — the lame 
grand WORK going on, though in different per«iM — the work of 



ant, attheKTineinoinsntof time, but rftrf incf, in dij^ 
fereiif pertont. A few varied geshira or moremevh to the eye of 
the beholder, orafevi jnrring nouridi to the ear uf the hearer, may 
ron^nif the individual himself »ha thus louka and litlens, hut 
cannot change the difltinct character of the wnrfc, A thousand 
mgregations metat the lame moment, under the immediate eye 



separate charaeten in a. prayer-meeting, each of whom has his 
distinct work of grace upon his heart, and his distinct sentimentii, 
uttered or unexpreued, on his tongue. There is nothiug irrational 
in difl^rent men, in ditTcrcnt italiu, being differently affected, and 
manlleiting thase infernal efTecti by external signs, ConTu^on in 
the man to man, t ' ."■■-■> p-.i.-p.. . .« i . 
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»ucccc(l(!d in "brt-'akiiig up the meeting." Tliis 
was ii iteverc trial to Samuel, who says, " I hgM 
home, btit coutd get very little rest. The next 
morniag I went to unr class leader, and told Mm 
that I could not rest till I went to Mr. T. to 
inibriu him he had broken the laws of our laud." 

nnly tu be icparaltd to appear so lo tbeir TFlluwe. 
burnl clay, three incha thick, will tettle the difle 
man, hetween ron/iulon aod order i oo each lide of » b»lf dc 
i>r*bich partiliaDa, aeparalc groupi may be difierenlly cnf 
line in signing, another in eroaaiag, a third in nnging, a foUi 
mUTmuring sccenlt, hke the xanie of nuny walen, folJowin; 
miniatrr in the Litany, or in any part of the Church Senice. 
meii only be nvrd sy^temalically, with the charm of brick 
tnuiiar between them, and the work at UDce becomes Eec 
But the momeDt Ihe grotaeri blenil nitb the tigbert ue 
loacs itii character; oithuugh the ear uf the SaTiourcoi 
tiaguiah wiundE, the eye uf the Saviour could not diacovcT 
ihades uf diifereDce in the work, or the ^ITmnl aurkingi of 
heart' A worthy ^ntleman who wished to ayHtilmalue mall^ 
and have erery thing done decently and in order, (eeling, n 
lacmberoTthc £Btat>liahmeut,furUic honour of religion, diH^veKd 
bi> cunecm Tor, and iu^igbtlnli) dirioe things, in rather a angtilu 
mauner. There was a rc-rital of religion among the Weslcyaiuin 
Alancheiler, in the Buoimcr of 1816, and the grand place of ~ ~ 
Ibr thederout wan Oldham- street Chapel, As there was an 
vonal mingling of vmcen in the rhapel, and these had risen ao. 
OB to bring t£e araemblies under the imputation of " noky i 
jngs," the gentleman referred to, knowing that Dr. Ijiw, 
Bi«hop of Chester, wan about to tihI Moncuvitter, look the ii 
and went to on influential member of society, to nee «h«lbri 
work, or, in other words, Ihe mc«Uagi<, cuuld uot Ik «upel 
while, till the dignitary had left the town, that the credit of, 
place might not be iiyurcd in hia ettimatien. The manulw ' 
the town will at once ai.t;ount for the gentleman's nutlonaj 
un the auppoaition that the work of God might be managed. 
macbJoeo*iaacottoD mill, put in motion wbrn wr plcuc— 
■low or fast — or laid to it«t lietwren mi-als ! The work pi „ , 

suipended Aere, if it could be effected hereafter ; but tlTii ei 

only be shewn on popish principlea, and on the prindplei uf tlw 
Bisliup hioiseir, who herniated not to pnty for one of Ihe myal 
family after her demise, and which prayer is yet ia print, in the 
funeral sermon deliTered on the occasion. Certainly, groans in the 
living arc on justifiable as prayers for the dead, and can 
ill religion «» praiseworthy an indifferem.'e. 
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His class-leader was Mr. Rhodes, wlio, partly to 
Oeter Samuel, from an impresiion of the possi- 
liility of llie case, hinted tlial Mr, T. would 
eomniit him to the House of Correction. Samuel 
tejiUed, " I have the Lord on my side, and the 
liiw on my side, and I do not fear the face of a 
luan." His firmness gave confidence to Mr. 
Rhodes, who agreed to accom])Uiiy him. They 
both set off, and arriving at Mr. T.'s before he 
bad come down stairs in the mornincf, were 
ushered into the "servant's hall." There they 
remnincd, till summoned into the presence- 
diamber. Mr. T. on descending to breakfast, 
had been informed of their visit. On entering 
Ihe room, he had, says Samuel, " a very stormy 
countenance." The substance of the conversa- 
tion, as left on record, is as follows : 

Mr, T. " Well, Hick, what do you want >" 
Samuel. " I want, if you please, to worship 
God under my own vine and fig-tree, no man 
daring to make me afraid, ur disturb me in the 
worship of God. And, Sir, I am come to inform 
you a» one of his Majesty's peace-makers, that 
last night you broke the laws of the land, and 
that the law stands in force against you. But 
we, as a body of people, do not love law. We 
are determined, however, to have the liberty 
our king grants to us. The place which we 
were worshipping in is from the king, as it is 
licensed: and I believe there is a double penalty 
for your breaking the law." 

Mr. T, "I know you very well; you arc in 
the habit of travelling from place to place to 
preach : but I have the outline of a bill, which 
will be brought into parliament, and which will 
at once put a stop to all such fcllown, and pre- 
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be wondered that a " blackxmith," in Yorksliire, 
should apply to liiin tor a licence to autlioriie 
him to preach as a dissenting minister. When 
one of the newspapers was handed to Samuel, 
in which the fact was stated, and the allusion 
made, he was not a little elated, and in his sim- 
plicity could even connect with the circum- 
stance, in a way in which no one beside himself 
could do, the "government churches," whid 
were soon afterwards erected ; and would ha?e 
as soon — for such was his knowleilge of ibe 
politics and ecclesiastical history oi the day- 
attributed every new edifice to that, as to Mj 
other cause. Though some of these goodlj 
structures were not very well attended, hewai 
far from viewing them as useless: "They will 
be ready," said he, "for the millenium, whenlt 
comes; for we shall want them then:" notlbat 
he really wished any other religious body lo 
enjoy them ; but he was confident they were not 
erected in vain. He generally spake respect- 
fully of the Church of England, and indulged » 
pleasing hope that she would rise to be more 
holy, active, anil useful, thau she had ever been. 
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if you, inform me, ami I will defend you." Thii 
vas too much for Sauiueltubear in silence; and 
without suffei'ing Mr. 11, to reply, he permitted 
.hat chord of the heart which had just heen 
itruck, to give out its fullest and wildest tones, 
ialuting Mr, T. with, "Blcas the Lord! they 
give you a sore character in our country, but I 
think you are not so bad as they say you are." 
This, by a thousand men would have been taken, 
as it might have been given, as an insult. But 
Mr. T,, as he knew Samuel, had the good sense 
to give to it its real value, and passed it off in 
uleaaatitry. After this, proceeds Samuel, " I 
believe he would have grauted me any favour. 
He sent down to the farmer also, in whose house 
the meeting was held, and told him, if he was in 
want of any thing from his house or gardens, it 
should be at his service. So we see, when a man'^ 
ways please the Lord, he makes his enemies to 
be at peace with him." 

Samuel went too far in considering Mr, T, 
an enemy; for had he really been such, he 
M'ould have pursued a different line of conduct. 
Simple, however, as the whole of this occurrence 
was, sufficient matter arose out of it to attract 
the attention of tlie British senate ; for as the 
" two sermons" per annum, in a "chapelof ease," 
led, from the enst/ character of the labour, to an 
investigation of other instances of gross neglect, 
so it gave Mr. T. an opportunity of stating in the 
house the necessity there was for the ecclesias- 
tical authorities to enquire, whether the different 
places belonging to the Establishment were 
properly supplied with religious instructors, 
noticing the case of which he wa= informed by 

uuel, arguing from thence, that it was not to 
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a voice from witliin. " I'll pray about it," said 
he to himself. But " go" was still the languagK 
which he seemed to hear, while engaged upon 
his knce». He rose and told hiR wife he wai 
going for a load of " sleek." She, as was natural, 
opposed him, pointing to the heap in the smithy, 
09 a substantial reason why he should stop at 
home. But his argument was in his heart, and 
to this he attended, yoking the horse to the cart, 
and driving off to tlie pit, without any tiling to 
support liis conduct, except the naked impression 
specified. On reaching the spot, a person ex- 
claimed, in a state of great trepidation, " Aye, 
Sammy, you are well come ; such an one {men- 
tioning the person's name) has been nearly 
killed, and wc want you to pray with him'' 
The pom* sufferer had jiist heeu brought up from 
the pit, when he arrived; and the persons arouml 
him were about to extract a piece of wood, which 
hiul fallen upon him, penetrated his shoulder, 
and forced its way like the spear of Abner, 
through the opposite side of his body. On per- 
ceiving their intentions from their conduct, 
Samuel said, in a hurried tone, " Do not tak<' 
it out; if you do, he will die in a moment."' 
The spirit of prayer wan the elemfnt in which 
he breathed ; and for such employment he wa- 
always ready. He knelt by the side of the pour 

■ How be became poB9e«'cl ciftJiisnpuiinii, or whether be bill 
(■ntcrlaiaed it any length of time, it ditlicull to state) but it ii not 
a little aingiilnr to find, tliat it is in contoDaace wilb the noliani 
and practices of tome of our ani-'cslon, who, in toumamenti aRiI 
ancient comlats, frequently permilled the shaft of death, whicli 
had been propelled tiirough the body, to remain there for a, rtton 
time, with a view to staunch the blood to a certain extcat — wbca 
the wound trns deemed mortal, till the penon aliould be ei 
toexpienhii latt will in Ibe nettlement ofhisaflain. 



should be eittWita 

J 
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man, wrestled with God for his salvation, and 
ubtaiiied satisfactory evidence of an answer to 
the petitions he presented at the throne of grace. 
" I now saw," says he, " for what it was that I 
had to go to the pit." And yet, with this result, 
there are persons professing the Christian name, 
who would denounce the impression as en- 
thusiastic, and who would, together with the 
calamity, insert his being at the pit at that 
precise period in the chapter of accidents, which 
occupies, in their estimation, so large a share of 
[he business of human life. Only preserve re- 
ligion in the back ground, or abstract it en- 
tirely from the subject, and these persons will 
talk both seriously and poetically, of the mind 
being darkened, like the sunny landscape, by a 
sudden cloud, auguring a coming tempest ; and 
of such impulses deserving attention, as being 
the hints <k our guardian spirits, that danger is 
impending. All this is allowable in verse, and 
the poet is admired for the sentiment ; while the 
heathen pliilosopher is permitted to descant upon 
it iu prose: but the moment the manol God as- 
serts the fact — from whom the others have re- 
ceived it, either directly or remotely, and after- 
wards marred, by lowering it — he must be sent 
through the world with the brand of an enthu- 
siast upon his forehead. 

A circumstance not less remarkable occurred 
at Pontefract, — a place where Samuel was highly 
respected, and where he deeply interested him- 
self in the erection of a new chapel. It was 
agreed, in order to aid the collection at the open- 
ing, that each collectorshoul^d deposit a sovereign 
in his box, and that the collectors should be 
changed each service. Samuel entered into the 
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plan Willi hie native ardour, and promoted Id 
various insiaucos, its accomplishiufnt. Onrt- 
collectiiig the name^ of iVieads w1h> were likrfy 
to afford aid, lie immediately proceeded to tbeir 
residonceR, uiul accosted them ; " Why, tk 
friends are bown to open a new chapel in Poa- 
tefract : you iuteud to he there, don't you, and 
to be a collector?" To this exordium, be ap- 
pctided the plan, closing it with a personal af)- 
pUcation, — "You approve ofit, don't you ?" In 
cases of approval, accompauie<l with a doubt, 
whether there would be an opportunity to at- 
tend, he generally relieved theni, by observing, 
" I will tell you what you mui^t do ; you louU 
give me a sovereign, and i will get some one to 
collect for yuu." Such wjis his succeiis, by 6m 
mode of {)roeedure, that on the day of opeoing, 
he handed over to the Treasurer nearly twenty 
pounds. On the morning, he took his seat 
])revions to the commencement of the service in 
a pew near the pulpit. He had promised hiiii 
Helf much enjoyment, and was just sipping ol ii^ 
streams, while glancing upon the cullecliu. 
worshippers, when he suddenly became uo:u- 
countably discomposed. He vacated his sc^i 
and taking up his hat, directed his steps to th 
gallery, where he placed himself by the side ot j 
young lady in one of the front pews. It wti- 
iustantly suggested, "Thou liast done it now,— 
perched in the front for every body to look ai 
thee, — they will think it is nothing but pride 
that has led ihce here." The chapel was now 
exceedingly croivded ; and no sooner ^va8 U\% 
soliloquy ended, than the congregation 
thrown into u state of the utmost confiisioi 
an unfounded alarm respecting the safety 



THB VlLLAiit. BLACKSMITH. 145 

an, wrestled witli God for his salviition, and 
rtained satisfactory evidence of an answer to 
t petitions he jiresented at the throne of grace. 
; now saw," says he, " for what it was that I 
d to go to the pit." And yet, with this result. 
Ere are persons professing the Christian name, 
10 would denounce the impression as ei>- 
Dsiastic, and who would, together with the 
'umity, insert hi^ beings at the pit at that 
wise period in the chapter of accidents, which 
eupies, in their estimation, so large u share of 
t business of human life. Only preserve re- 
^on in the back ground, or abstract it en- 
biy from the subject, and these persons will 
9c both seriously and poetically, of the mind 
ing darkened, like the sunny landscape, by a 
Aden cloud, auguring a coming tempest ; atid 
finch impulses deserving^ attention, as being 
I hints of our guardian spirits, that danger is 
^lending. All this is allowable in verse, and 
E poet is admired for the sentiment ; while the 
ithen philosopher is permitted to descant upon 
n prose: but the moment the manot God iis- 
>- the fact — from whom the others have re- 
ed it, either directly or remijtely, and after- 
rds marred, by lowering it — he must be sent 
ough the world with the brand of an cnlhu- 
t upon his forehead. 

jA circumstance not less remarkable occurred 
'ontcfract, — a place where Samuel was highiy 
lected, and where he deeply interested him- 
' in the erection of a new chapel. It was 
I, in order to aid tliecollectionattheopen- 
;, that each collectorshould deposit a sovereign 
bis box, and that the collectors should be 
tngetl each service. Samuel entered into the 
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|)laii with hits native ardour, and promoted io 
various instances, its accomplisbment. Onre- 
coliectini; tlie names of friends who were likely 
to afTonl aid, he immediately proceeded to thdr 
residences, and accosted them ; " Why, the 
friends are hown to open a new chapel in Pon- 
tefract : you intend to be there, don't you, and 
to be a collector?" To this exordium, he ap- 
pended the plan, closing it with a personal ap- 
])lication, — " You approve of it, don't you ?" la 
cases of approval, accompanied with a doubt^ 
whether there would be an opportunity to at- 
tend, he generally relieved them, by observing, 
" I will tell you what you must do ; you niust;^ 
i:^ivc me a sovereign, and I will get some one to 
collect for you." Such was his success, by this 
mode of procedure, that on the day of opening*, 
he handed over to the Treasurer nearly twenty 
j)ounds. On the morning, he took his %eix 
previous to tlie commencement of the service io 
a pew near the pulpit. He had promised hiiO' 
self much enjoyment, and was just sipping of its 
streams, while glancing upon the collecting 
worshippers, when he suddenly became unac- 
countably discomposed. He vacated his seat, 
and taking up liis hat, directed his steps to the 
gallery, where he placed himself by tlie side oft 
young lady in one of the front pews. It was 
instantly suggested, "Thou hast done it now,— 
jierchcd in the front for every body to look at 
tjjee, — they will think it is nothing but pride 
that has led thee here." The chapel was now 
exceedingly crowded; and no sooner was his 
soliloquy ended, than the congregation was 
thrown into a state of the utmost confusion bv 
an unfounded alarm respecting the safety of the 



TBE VILU^r.B BL-tCSSUn 



ling. The young^ lady who sar next bim, 
ilouthctopof tbepe^r, sndira-'iD tbeactof 

pitatioghen^elf into tlie body of rhr chapel, 

I Samiipl, wtlh a promptituciee'jualled only 
is Compusurp, preveuifJ her by taking her 
|8 arms, exborting her at tbi' same rinie lo 

still," saying, " I would rather die in a 
hodist Chapel than any where eW." He 
tew, as in the case of the [>oor collier, a 
to for the feeling which induced him to 
e his first seat, and occupy another u( soeh 
Binencc. An immortal spirit was in ail 
Ubility saved in the fir^t instance, from per- 
in ; human life in the second, from a premii- 
I grave. Tlie female is still living, and a 
iber of the Wesleyan Society. 
Tn the course of a summer of excessive 
^ht, a few years back, when the grain snf- 
S greatly, and many of tlie cattle, especially 
fncolnshire, died, Samuel was much affected. 

visited Knaresho rough, at whioh place ht- 
iched on the Lord's day. Remaining in the 
nand neighbourhood over the sabbath, he 
^red extremely restless in tiie house inwhif h 
^ided, during the whole of Monday, He 
ke but little — was full of thought — now 

Elng — now walking about the room — next 
g in a croiicliing posture — then suddenly 
ing tip, and going to itie door, turning his 
towards heaven, as if looking for some 
itial phenomenon — when be would again 
in — groan in spirit — and resume his seat. 
'&mily being impressed with his movements, 
!d him whether any thing was the mutter 
I him, or whether he expected any person, 
te occasion of his going to the door bo fre- 
02 
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Tent them from going about. I will make ym 
remain in your own pui-ish, and go to your own 
church." 

Samuel. "Bless the Lord! Sir, you cannoi 
stop us. It is the work of God ; and unless you 
can prevent the sun from shining, you cannot 
stop it. Yott say you will make us go to our 
own parish church. It is more than three miles 
off. It is true, we have a chapel of case; but 
the minister comes to it only twice in the year; 
and we cannot live, Sir, with such food as this:" 
that is, with so small a portion. 

Mr. T. " What, have you only two sermom 
preached in the year f " 

Samuel. "No, Sir; and he would not coiup 
then, only he cannot get his Easter dues without 
coming." 

Here the servant in attendance, and Mr. 
Rhode.i, could support it no longer, but burst into 
a fit of laughter, and left the room. Mr. Taylor, 
who appeared not to liave known that the place 
was licensed in which he was the night before, 
and to have assumed the character of sternness 
for the purpose of drawing Samuel out inU) 
conversation, called upon Mr. Rhodes to enter 
theroomagain, asking why he went out. Mr, R, 
apologized, and stated, that he could not refrain 
from laughing, and withdrew to avoid a breach 
of good behaviour. Mr. T. accosting him, said, 
" You know, Mr. Rhodes, the old man wants a 
licence to preach. This I cannot grant in my 
individual capacity. But he and you may go to 
Bradford next Thursday ; ask for the clerk of 
the court, and tell him you want a licence for a 
dissenting minister. He will there receive tl^*a 
and if, after that, any one should disturb eitt 
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cere to practice impueitioii^) — and his knowledge 

was too circiimseribed to subject him to the 

charge of being " weather-wise." He was uii- 

a far as Columbus, who, in another 

i astouished and preserved a portion of tlie 

nbitants of the New World in awe, by being 

He to foretel, through his astronomical know- 

leteoro logical apjiearance. Samnel 

lino weather-glass upon which to look, except 

sBible, in which lie was taught to believe and 

nect tkdt for which he prayed; nothing on 

ich he could depend but God, and his faith 

m»et in God for rain. This, like some other 

noces which have been noticed, is a beautiful 

mplificatioii of the simplicity of Christianity, 

Bit exists in its effects in an uncultivated 

d; the person receiving every fact of Bcrip- 

e history as an undoubted truth of God, given 

for the encouragement, the conviction, and the 

iBBtruction of all future ages, whether it refers 

to the improvement of the mass of mankind, or 

K individual. 

B In jierfect character with the preceding re- 
inrkable fact, connected with the element of 
"Voter, is another, respecting the clement of atV, 
toth of which may yet be attested by living 
ivitnesses; and which ought not to be beyond 
|lie reach of credibility, if we believe that there 
i» a God — that he has power over the works of 
Wsown hands — and that he employs the ele- 
iieiits, not only as general sources of felicity, but 
<*ii particular occasions unbinds them in thcJr 
operations, and lets them loose upon man either 
^aspccial blessing or a special scourge, in order 
^ prevent common good from being looked 
iWnwith an eye of indiiference. Samuel was at 
03 
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KiioIlii)E;ly, a popiiloUB village in the Deigh- 
bourliootl of FiTrvbridgf , in 1817i where he look 
occasion to iiiturtu his lirarcrs, that there wodU 
l>e a lovpfrast at MicklcJield, on a certain daj, 
when he Fhuiiltl be glad to see all who were 
eiititletl to that [irivilege. He further obeerved, 
with his usual frankness and g'enerosity, that he 
had two loads* of corn, and that they sbotild be 
gronnd for the occnsion. These comprised tlie 
whole of the corn left of the previous year's pro- 
duce. When, therefore, he returned home, and 
named hU general invitation and intention, 
Martha, who had as deep an interest in it u 
himself, enquired very expressively, *' And didtt 
thou tell them, when all the corn was done, how 
we were to get through the remainder of ibe 
season, till another crop should be reaped!" 
" To-morrow" alas ! rarely entered into Samael'i 
calculations, unle!:s connected with the chnrdi. 
The day fixed for the lovefeast drew near — then 
was no flour in the house — and the wiod-iiiilIi> 
in consequence of a long calm, stretched oat 
their arms in vain to catch the rising breeie. 
In the midst of this death-like quiet, Samnd 
carried his corn to the mill nearest his own 
residence, and recinested the miller to onfiirl bi* 
sails. The miller objected, stating that there 
was " no wind." Samuel, on the other ' 
continued to urge his request, saying, " I will gD 
and pray while you spread the cloth," More 
with a view of gratifying the applicant tban<rf 
any laith he bad in Htu who holds the natoral 
winds in his fisu, and who answers the petition! 
of his creatures, the man stretched his oanvsi. 
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ineanB iailetl, he went up to him, and by his own 
BiBfVuline grasp, forced hito to the door. But 
ihiE, ala» ! was a greater expenditure of peace, 
t^an a display of strength. He felt " something 
Wrong within," he observed, and could find no 
test, on his return from worship. He made his 
Ose known to God, and wrestled — as though he 
bail been the greater criminal of the two — till he 
recovered his peace. This being obtained, he 
Rlired to sleep. The subject, however, was not 
liemissed from his mind. When lie rose in the 
Borning, he found that he could not be perfectly 
(Huposed in his spirit, till he wont to the maa, 
task pardon; for though be ha^l settled the 
[spute between God and his conscience, he 
|iew there was something due to the sinner, 
■ho might draw unfavourable inferences from 
B example. The man was ashiinied of his con- 
nct, and could not hut admire the spirit of 

nuel, who embraced the opportunity of seri- 
isly conversing with, and praying for him, 
et only were good impressions made upon the 
dnd ot the aggressor, but his wife, who waa 
pder deep conviction of sin, entered, during 
kat prayer, into the glorious liberty of the 
MIdren of God. 

When he only was concerned, and the in- 
Truption of others was out of the question, 
ftinuel could, on the other hand, sustain any 
ffdship, any insult, with exemplary meekness 
ad forbearance; and his strongest graces were 
Eien put to the test. A young lady, who had 
sen known to him from her childhood, and 
^lose palfrey had lost a shoe, called at his shop 
I have it replaced. She appeared delicate. He 
loked compassionately upon her, and asked, 
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hhnM'lf to a gla.«s of wine, he took it up, and, 
a»|ilyii)^ it lo bb lip, a* if the apparition of! 
V. had tihot qiiickir past him, he said, "Ft 
tondanod lawytTSjgocdLoni, deliver us!" ' 
U., who knew to what reflections the prof( 
was subject, avoide<l atiTubservatiou. The 
howMcr, wa« not dii!=iui$<«d : SHtnticl was c 
upon to go to prayt-r. After generalizing 
petitions, he took ti;» each case separatdy, pi 
ing that Mr. A. L. miglit be happy enough 
obtain "a pood wife," as the marriage state w 
"the Ijest," He next prayed for the convenM^ 
of Mr, v., saying, " Lord, save this tomey. Whit 
he is thou koowest, — I know not ; but when bl 
is saved, be will not charge folk so much monej 
for their job*. Tliou hast saved an attorney it 
IxKigpreaton, and he gets as good a living tf 
any of them. Lord, siave this man." After ibi 
he proceeded to pray for the feimily, uunglii 
as is too often the ca»e, rebuke, exhortation, ' 
with prayer. This is not the most " excc^l 
way :" besides, cowardg very often avail iht 
selves, under the guise of devotion, of letting 
their bad feeling against their frllow-Cbrisl' 
in this "way," by praying al them, insiei 
supplicating mercy /or them. In Samuel, 
was a weakness inseparable from his natni 
Ili-will had no place in liim ; and bis natl 
courage never failed him, as the following ci 
cumstance goes to prove : 

A person of bis own trade, who resided a 
miles from Howden, entered the place where 
was preaching, in a state of inebriation, 
made some disturbance. Samuel, and some 
the people, expostulate*! with him, but with) 
effecting any good end. Finding that gentl 
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man, wrestled with God for liif salvation, and 
ubtiiined saiiffacbM^ evIdMice uf an answer to 
the petitions h« t'^^csciUcd at tbe llimne of grace. 
"1 now saw," says be, " for wbat it was itiat I 
liad to go to the pit." And yet, with this result, 
lliere ore persons profe^ng Ihe Christian name, 
who would denounce the impre^eiun as en- 
thusiastic, and who would, together iiith the 
caliiniity, insert hU being at Ihe jtit at that 
precise period in the chapter of aoc id en tp, which 
IKcupies, in their e^imation, »> large a fharc of 
le bui^iness of human life. Only preserve re- 
l^on in the back ground, or abi'tract it en- 
wly frt>m the subject, and these personii will 
Ik both seriously and pi>elically, of the mind 
Sng darkened, like the ^unny landscape, by s 
dden cloud, augurinir a coming tempest ; uud 
uch impuUes denening attenfion, as being 
bints of our guardian spirits, that danger is 
{lending. All this is allowable in verse, and 
i poet ii> aduiired fur the sentiment ; while the 
uhen philosopher i*^ permitted to descant U[M)[i 
In prose: but the moment ibe manol God a^- 
t» the fact — from whom the others have re- 
ived it, either directly or reni< teiy, and aftcr- 
\rd8 marred, by lowering it — be iiiun he pent 
rough the world M'ith the brand of an enthu- 
St upon his forehead. 

A circumstance not less remarkable occurred 
Pontefract, — a place where Samuel was highly 
lected, and where he deeply interested hlKi- 
in the erection of a new chapel. It wan 
ed, iu order to aid the cullection at the open- 
[, that each coilectorsboul^d deposit a sovereitrn 
his box, and that the collectors should ' 
loged each service. Samuel entered into I 
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()laik with Iiig native ardour, and )>ronioted Id 
various instances, its accomplisbmeut. Onri^ 
collecting the DHUes of Criends wlio were like^ 
to aSbrd aid, he imtuediiitely proceeded to th»r 
■■esidenceR, and accosted ihem ; " Wliy, the 
friends are /joitm to o|ien a new chapel in Pon- 
tefract : you intend to be there, don't you, and 
to be a collector?" To this exordium, be itji- 
pended the plan, closing it with a pcrsoaal ap- 
pticatioQ, — "You approve of it, dun't you ?" lu 
cases of approval, accompanied with a doubv 
whether there wonid be an opportunity to at- 
tend, he generally relieved them, by observing, 
" 1 will tell you what you must do ; you luusK- 
give me a sovereign, and I will get some one to 
collect fur you." Such was his success, by tlii*^ 
mode of procedure, that on the day of openiii^c 
he handed over to the Treasurer nearly tweni> 
pounds. On the morning, he took his stii 
previous to the commenceiuent of the service in 
n pew near the pulpit. He had promised hiui' 
self much enjoyment, and was just sipping of ita 
streams, while glancing upon the collecting 
worshippers, when he suddenly became unac- 
countably discomposed. He vacated his seat, 
and taking up his hat, directed his steps to tk- 
gallery, where he placed himself by the side of i 
young lady in one of the front pews. It wa.- 
instantly suggested, "Thou hast dune it now,— 
perched in the front for every body to look ai 
thee, — they wilt think it is nothing but pride 
that has led thee here." The chapel was now 
exceedingly crowded ; and no sooner wbb bh 
soliloquy ended, than the congregation wa- 
thrown into a state of the utmost confusion li' 
an unfounded alarm respecting the safety of tti< 
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building. The young lady who sat next him, 
leaped on the top of the pew, and was in the act of 
precipitatiny herself into the body of the chapel, 
wlien Samuel, with a promptitude eijualled only 
by his cynipo9ui"e, prevented her by taking lier 
ill his arms, exhorting her at the aame time to. 
"be still," e^aying, "I would rather die in n 
Weihodist Chapel than any where else," He 
now saw, as in the case of the poor collier, a 
reason for the feeling which induced him to 
leave liis first seat, and occupy another of such 
prominence. An immortal spirit was in all 
probability saved in the first instance, from per- 
dition ; human life in the second, from a prema- 
ttre grave. The female is still living, aud a 
BHnber of the Wesleyau Society. 

In the course of a summer of excessive 
dronglit, a few years back, when the grain suf- 
fcttd greatly, and many of the cattle, especially 
" Lincolnshire, died, Samuel was much affected, 
visited Knaresborough, at which place he 
lehed on the lord's day. Remaining in the 
n and neighbourhood over the sabbath, he 
appeared extremely restless in the house inwhiCh 
lie resided, during the whole of Monday. He 
IWlce but little — was full of thought — now 
pnying— now walking about ttie room — next 
•itlmg in a crouching posture — then suddenly 
Hsniug up, and going to the door, turning his 
*yes towards heaven, as if looking for some 
celestial phenomenon — when he would again 
return — groan in spirit — and rci^uiue his seat. 
The &mily being impressed with his movements, 
.isltcd him whether any thing was the matter 
uitli him, or wliethcr he expected any person, 
:-; the occasion of his going to the door so fre- 
02 
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quentlj'. "Bless you, bums," was his rcplj',"di) 
yoii not recollect that 1 was praying for vaia lul 
niglit in tlic ptiijiit? and what will the itifideli 
of Kiiaresboroiigh think, if it do not comer if 
my Lord should fail me, and not stand by me! 
But it must have time ; il cannot be here yet; il 
has to come from the sea. NeilhtT can it be sctb 
at first ; the prophet only saw a bit of cloud, like 
a man's hand ; by and by it $|>read along tiK 
sky. I am looking for an answer to iny prayer 
— but it must have time." He continued in ibe 
same unsettled state — occasionally going oul, 
and Uioking with intensity on the pure azuft 
over his head, fur a more unclouded heaven vm 
rarely ever seen. Contrary to all externa! sign) 
of rain, and contrary to the expectations of all, 
rxcept himself, the sky became overcast toward) 
evening, and the clouds dropped the fatness <' 
a shower upon the earth. His very soul seeniiii 
to drink in the falling drops. The familf 
grouped around him, like children round tlieii 
father, while he gave out his favourite hymn- 
" I'll praise my Maker while I've breath j" anil 
after singing it, with a couutenance all a-glo» 
through the sunslirne of heaven upon his soul, 
he knelt down and prayed. All were overpow- 
ered : it was a season of refreshing from llif 
presence of the Lord. 

If this relation had concerned another man 
than tlie subject of the memoir, the hiograpbft 
would have been incredulous enough to haT» 
suspended his judgment, — possibly to bavr 
doubled, — and would have been led to enquire, 
whether, by some particular signs, tlie pcr<^on 
might not have prognosticated a change. Bui 
Samuel was too artless to be suspected — toosio- 
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cere to practice impoekioiis — and his knowledtjc 
was too circumscribed to subject him to the 
charge of being *' weather-wise." He was iiii- 
I able to see so tar as Columbus, who, in nnothci- 
oaae, astonished and preserved a portion of tlie 
inhabitants of the New World in awe, by bein^ 
able to foretcl, through his astronomical know- 
ledge, a meteorological appearance, Samuel 
had no weather-glass upon which to look, except 
the Bible, in which he was taught to believe and 
expect that for which he prayed; nothing on 
which he could depend but God, and his faith 
was set in God for rain. This, like some other 
instances which have been noticed, is a beautiful 
exemplification of the simplicity of Christianity, 
HB it exists in its effects in an uncultivated 
mind ; the person receiving every fact of scrip- 
ture history as an undoubted truth of God, given 
for the encouragement, the conviction, and the 
instniction of all future ages, whether it refers 
to the improvement of the mass of mankind, or 
the individual, 

In perfect character with the preceding re- 
markable fact, connected with the element of 
water, is another, respecting the element of ah; 
both of which may yet be attested by living 
witnesses; and which ought not to be beyond 
the reach of credibility, if we believe that there 
is a God — that he has power over the works ot 
his own hands — and that he employs the ele- 
ments, not only as general sources of felicity, bul 
on particular occasions unbinds them in their 
operations, and lets them loose upon man either 
as a special blessing or a special scourge, in order 

t prevent common good from being looked 
>n with an eye of indifference. Samuel was at 
03 
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longer. He considered himsplf implicated in 
the general charge, and his spirit rose indig- 
nantly at it : " Sir," said he, " 1 am a Methoditl 
I am going to the place where I was born, and 
where I am well known; and I will malfe yon 
prove your words, Sir." The clergyman was* 
little confounded by this sudden burst of cxprw- 
sion, and had no expectation of being Rosuddenlf 
and unceremoniously subpcened to appear at t 
witness in his own defence. It was in vain to 
attempt the hackneyed method of parrying off 
the reflection byeivnapling the present compan]'. 
The character of the body was as dear to Samuel 
as his own ; and lie continued to bore the rerfr 
rend gentleman, till the coach stopped at the 
door of the inn at Aberford, The innkeeperwa 
in immediate attendance, when Samuel and the 
clergyman alighted, the latter being little aware ' 
— as under a contrary impression he would have 
probably retained his inside birth — that the sub- 
ject would be again agitated. Samuel accosted 
the master of the house, with no common[earnesl- 

tlumble and Tali — where is the Chriitian that can hedlatc n 
initant, belweco the gratification of an hour, and the riak of incnr 
riog anji oneoftheK awful possibilities? II ii always dangeniiu 
to be confonncd to this world — always sale to dcn]r oureelres, (D 
lake op OUT cross and follow our RedeeuiEr. It would be lo 
inconriitcnt for the philowpber to eovetthe toys of infancy, thu 
itkfarthe member of Chcist, the child ofGod, and the inheriln 
of the kingdom of be»ren, anxiou'^ly to deinte even the moil 
elegant ana refined of the plensnres of sense. He should ever 
rememlier that be i^ not his own. His fortune, bis lime, bis talents, 
hi* influence, his example, must all bedeTOted to tlie glory of Cod. 
Hetnemhering lUe exbortatiiHi of our Lord, ' Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation,' he desires not to widen the narrow path 
vhich leadelh onto life eternal, but to obtain grace to punue it 
with patientperaeTe^nce;knawiag that so only si"" " "~ 
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No sooner Iiad he done this, than, to his utter 
astoiiisLment, a line breeze sprung up — the 
fans whirled round — the corn was converted into 
meal — and Samuel returned with his burthen, 
rejoicing, and had every thing in readiness tor 
the festival. A neighbour who had seen the fans 
in vigorous motion, took also some corn to he 
^ound; but thewind had dropped,and the miller 
remarked to hiin, "You must send for Sammy 
Hick to pray for the wind to blow again." 

His prayers were not restricted to man. He 
iow as great propriety in praying for the restora- 
tion of cattle that might be afQicted with any 
particular distempar, as in soliciting the divine 
blessing npon the fruits of the lield, and the 
seasons of the year. Thus it was, on a particular 
occasion, that he associated his own horse with 
the cow of a triend, in his devotions, both of 
which were unwell j — in evety thing, in suppli- 
cation and prayer, making his requests known 
to the Lord. 

There were instances, however, of familiarity 
of expression, which, though not criminal in 
him, ought to be avoided; and also something 
ID his manner, which was calculated to disturb 
the solemnities of domestic worship. He was 
in a friend's house, where he was introduced to 
the company of a minister, the Rev. A. L., who, 
he had heard, was paying his addresses to a young 
lady, and to Mr. U., a solicitor. On Mr. U.'s 
name and profession being announced, he looked 
askance at him, as upon an object for which he 
might be charged for the bestowment of a pass- 
ing glance, quickly turning away his head, and 
muttering, "Hem, a torney !" He was soon 
absorbed in thought; and when urged to help 
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himself toai^tassof wiue, he took it up, and,' 
applying it to his lip, a^ if the apparition of Mr. 
U. had ?hot quickly past him, he said, "FriMi 
(omiesaud lawyers, gocd Lord, fU'Iiver us!" Mr, 
U., who knew txj what reflections the professioii 
was subject, avoided any observation, Thetwe, 
however, was not disiitiscetl ; S»muel was calleil 
upon lo go to prayer. After g-eneraliziot^ hu 
petitions, be took u;i eaeb case separately, prav- 
ing that Mr. A. L. might be happy enough n 
obtain "a good wife," as the oiarriiigv state wa< 
"the best." He next prayed for the convenK" 
of Mr. U., saying, " Lord, save this tometj. Wiiai 
he is thou knowest, — I know not ; but when Ik 
is saved, he will not charge folk so intich monej 
for their jobs. Thou hast saved an attorney « 
Longprestoii, and be gets as good a iiving a 
any of them. Lord, save this man." After thi^ 
he proceeded to pray for the tamtly, mingling 
as is too often the case, rebuke, exhortation, &C. 
with prayer. This is not the most " excelknl 
way;" besides, cou'irrdi very often avail them- 
selves, under the guise of devotion, of letting ofi 
their bad feeling against their ftHow-Chrisliaoi 
in this "way," by praying at them, instead of 
supplicating mercy for them. In Samuel, ii 
was a weakness inseparable from his naturr. 
Ill-will had no place in him ; and his nali" 
courage never failed him, as tbe following ti: 
cumatance goes to prove : 

A person of his own trade, who resided a !c' 
miles from Howden, entered the place where In 
was preaching, in a state of inebriation, umi 
made some disturbance. Samuel, and some ol 
the people, expostulated %vitb him, but witlioiii 
efFecting any good end. Finding that genllf 
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JneaQs failed, he went up to liim, and by hiii own 
ausculinc grasp, forced him to the door. But 
^, alasl was a greater expenditure of peace, 
^an a display of strength. He felt " something 
rrong within," he observed, and could find no 
Sst, on his return from worship. He made his 
|Be known to God, and wrestled — as though he 
i\ been the greater criminal of the two — till he 
Bcovered his peace. This being obtained, he 
etired to sleep. The subject, however, was not 
kmisi^ed from his mind. When he rose in the 
arning, he found that he could not be perfectly 
Omposed in his spirit, till he went to the man, 
ask pardon; for though he had settled the 
tpnte between God anti his conscience, he 
new there was something due to the sinner, 
lio might draw unfavourable inferences from 
nexample. The man was ashamed of his con- 
,nd could not but admire the spirit of 
muel, Avho embraced the opportunity of seri- 
tely conversing with, and praying for him, 
let only were good impressions made upon tlie 
^d of the aggressor, but his wife, who was 
: deep conviction of sin, entered, during^ 
t prayer, into the glorious liberty of the 
lildren of God. 
When he only was concerned, and the in- 
niption of others was out of the question, 
amel could, on the other hand, sustain auy 
Irdship, auy insult, with exemplary meekness 
d forbearance ; and his !«trongest graces were 
ten put to the test. A young lady, who had 
fen known to him from her childhood, and 
liose palfrey had lost a shoe, called at his shop 
► have it replaced. She appeared delicate. He 
Wked compassionately upon her, and asked. 
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"Dost tlion know, ham, whether thou hajla 
soul ?" Startled with the question, she looked 
in return ; but before she was permitted to rejily, 
he said, "Tliou hast one, whether thou knowest 
it or not; anrl it will live in liappiness ormistrj 
for ever." These, and olher remarks, produced 
Herioua reflections. Her father perceived from 
her manner, on her return liome — her residence 
being not far from Samuel's dwelling — tbat 
HORlutltiniif was preying upon her spirits. Slie 
told him the cause: "What," he exclaiiiiiiil, 
"has that old blaekHmlth been at Ihee, to turn 
thy head? but I will whack (beat) him." Su 
sayinif, he took up a large stick, similar to a 
iicdfje-Btakc — left the house — posted off to Sa- 
tnuel'a residence — found him at the anvil — anil 
without the least intimation, fetched hiai » 
heavy blow on the wde, which, said Samurl, 
when relating the circumstance, " nearly fellwl 
mo to the ground," adding, " and it was notu 
little that wouhl hav« done it in those days." 
On receiving the blow, he turned round, a.rA 
said, " What art thou about man ? what is timt 
for>" Supposing it (o be out of revenge, ainl 
that religion was the cause of it, he made a sml- 
den wheel, and liftini^ uj> his arm, inclined tin' 
other Hide to his enraged assailant, saying, "Here, 
man, hit that too." But either his courage 
tbilt'd him, or ho was softened by the nmnner in 
which the blow was received; beholding in 
Sumtittl a real discifde of him, who said, " Wlio- 
Ruever i>haU smile thee on the right cheek, turn 
to him the other nbo." He then left him ; and 
Sumiir) had the Imppinessof witm-ssing the pro- 
jfrews of religion in the daughter. Some tliii'' 
MtttT tliii*, the person himself was taken ill, and 
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I was sent for. He was shewa into the 
mber, and looking oa the sick man, he 
I, " What is the matter with thee ? art thoti 
i to rtie?" He stretched out his arm to 
lei, ami said, " Will you forgive me ?" Not 
ollecting the circumstance for the moment, 
muel asked, " What for ? I have nothing 
igainst thee, burn, nor any man living." The 
case being noticed, l)ie question was again asked, 
"Will you forgive me ?" " Forgive thee, bam ? 
ltd! thee I have nothing against thee ! But if 
ibou art about to die, we will pray a bit, and see 
if Ihe Lord will forgive thee." Samuel knelt by 
the side of the couch, and tlie dying man united 
with him : and from the penitence, fervour, and 
gratitude which he maiiit'ested, there was hope 
■in his death. The daughter continued an object 
of his solicitude; she grew up to womanhood, — 
beciime a mother, — and he afterwards exulted to 
see her and two of her daughters members of the 
Wesleyan Siieiety, Four conversions are here 
to be traced, in regular succeseion, and attri- 
liutahle apparently to a word fitly and seasonably 
'pokcu, by one of the veak things of this world, 
becoming mighty through God, 

Samuel appeared, in many cases, to have the 
power of accommodating his vondurt to the cha- 
racters and occasions which demanded his atten- 
tion, and that too, in a way which his mental 
(acuities would scarcely warrant; for while he 
Would employ muscular force in a case where 
^'e intellect was impaired by the abuse of intoxi- 
''ating liquors, and bear with meekness the arm 
"f flesh upon himself, for righteousness' sake, he 
"^uld at the same time defend himself against 
■toDgue of slander, and subd'ue, by Christian 
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neukf, an* uupruptfr ftcliDg be oiigbt percuiM 
in the proies«ur5 of ChrWiwnity ihemselvi-s. ^^ 
singulsr io^tAnce i>f6«lf-defL'uceuccurre<l,iiill^ 
e*wncofoncof hi* joiiniies. He was returnins 1 
bvmebjr way of Aberford, lu a stage coach. 
clcrgTinan, auil wtnie ladies of fashion, were hU 
conipauious. Tliey -H-crc on their way to the ' 
grand Musical Feilival held io York Minster. ^ 
The clergyman expatiated on the dclighuofthe 
occasion, the innocence* of such enjoymenW, 
aud the benevolence of the object. He observed, 

• Anarlicle in Uk Chrirtiui Ubwtiftof 1821, p. 250.of ubitb 
lb* rulluHin; i> an extract, demanil^ aKeDtioa i HHil tite aton •'. 
aa, from Ibe oitiliuni of publicslion, it Am Ihe view wtidi Ibt 
cTang<'lii:Bl part uThis brrtbren lake of '>.e •ul^jtcl! 

■■ It apppan to me Ibat it Is not bwftil fur Cbn9tiai» loatltoJ 
a cuacert of Sacrri Muuc in a Cburch fur charilabk purpiWi, 
either as n^prds the prrformances, the pcriuimcn, or ihe oha- 
Mutiic 1^ HHrlfy iptaking, ' wcred' oiiij, when employed in llw 
wuniiip of God, of wLieb Ihe suug of pruiwiind IhankigiTingfanni 
one of tbe moiit Jelightful p^rli. Its animating uad elenlidf 
iulluencea man J Chiialians can ubundanlly Ifslify, wliu hareiODW- 
limei, when joining a large cQngfcgatiiin in one united cboi^ 
bein alnioal reacly to imagine tliat Ibey caught the &int echo rf 
thoK inimiirlal ulraiiw, wfaicb chetulrim and trrsphim pout ""^ 
b boDUur at the cclo-lial King. But i>f the pctfonncn of 
putilic ondniag it leemB ulmost imponsible, even for lliat cl 
which hcipetb all Ihin^i, not lu fear, that with ibrm Ihe praretol 
penitence, nr the gluw of gntlitude, the rapture of hope, « lU 
triumph uf fojtfa, arc nothing more than idle worda — a w'-^ 
mocker; uf him who ilemandi the bnmagc of tbe heart, 
deelarei Ihat he ' will nul hulil him guillteM that tafceth hi> k'"-' 
in *ulii.* TheiT oltject i> gain, and that of their audilurs amu* 

•■ 'Hie warship uf God ia nol for a tnumFDl in the tboiighu "i 
the aiitembly : yet fur thii ex}>re«purpwie, aiidtbif alone, was thi 
■uiute ufGud pRjun-d. It >■ written lu tlii' Old TrsIiinicDl, >«<! 
thv uliligaliun iif the }>rrcept la confirmed h\ the auUmrily of urn 
S»*kiur in tbe New, • My buuie *hall he railed of all niiliu» ' 
bvMc of prayer 1* and diil he who once divve tbe buyer* anil 
Klt*tt out «r llic JcH tall trui^plc now dutll aiHung iia ia a humaa 
rami, n ran, I (hiuk, m«itH] imagine that liir tainHcs of plewrnv 
*""" ' ■ 4 by lilm oilh a mow ieoienl eye itur. Ihehrt.n 
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at he knew of no class of persons who would 
mure to liazard an objection against such 
ruscmentK, except a few "cantingMethodists." 
Mhentookoccasion to launch out some violent 
■ectives against the body, insisting: on their 
opacity to form a judgment in such cases, 
m the circumstance of the members belonging 
belowestclassesof society, finally denouncing 
m as a set of hypocrites and vagabonds, 
nucl, who had hitherto avoided obtruding his 
larks upon the party, could brook it no 

Sn, To buy and sell i<i lawrul, and so niay mu-'ic be ^ but it 
t bwful to dewi^rale Uie sanctUitiy of God by applying it to 
■ecntnr purpose whBlerer. 

' To the enquiiy, 'IvitUnful for Cbrittians to attend a. per 
luce ofmuHC ora moral tendency, miKed with sacred, or of 
donly, nilhin the trnJIs of a tlieatre?' I again answer. No. 
Ilhetormer instance the performance be a proranalioa of the 
I, in lids the performance a polluted hy the place. And the 
.rtcennous adToeatea for theatrical exhibitiom cannot deny 
Ihey are inseparably attended by a fearful train of iacidental 
■11 of wbicb remain in equally active and equally destructii'e 
Itkni, wlielher the audience be attracted by Oie genius of 
kl W SfaskeqieBr. 

TUe natural tendency of rouEtic is, to cheer the spirits ivhen 
ined by study or fatigue, and to soothe the temper irritated 
e little venUiuas of life. It supplies a never-failing source 
jocent recreation, and generally proves an additional bond of 
^ily attacbment. Eicry advantage:, however, which music ha* 
to beitoiF, may be obtained in private. Should it tliereforc he 
conceded, thai it is lawful for Christians to attend the concerts uf 
miscellaneuUB music performed in the Hanover-Square Rooms or 
i^lBewhere, 1 think it must be maintained that it it by no means 
txpeitient to do so. 

"If it be possible that these muucal entertainments rank among 
Chow 'pomps and vanities^ which WQ pledged uur»elvea hy our 
liaptifflnal covenant to ivnounce — if they have any tendency to 
mike the eTery-day duties and occupations of life Comparatively 
msipid — if liy Ibis indulgence we tread upon thefrontier line, which 
separates the lawfnl enjoyment from the unlawful compliance — if 
hy |biu advancing to the brink of a precipice, »e become liable to 

E long in some unguarded moment — or (hough wG can tread 
I hdebt in rafety, should others, following our example 



^ 



158 THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITH. 

longer. Hv considered himself implicated ia 
the general charge, and his spirit ro!ie indig- 
nantly at it : " Sir," said he, " I am a Methodist, 
I am going to the place where 1 was born, and 
where I am welt known; and I will make yon 
prove your words, Sir." The clergyman wasa 
little confounded by this sudden bnrst of expres- 
sion, and had no expectation of being so suddenly 
and unceremoniously subpcened to appear ai a 
witness in his own defence. It was invaiuW 
attempt the hackneyed method of parrying off 
the reflection byexempting the present companj. 
The character of the body was as dear to Samuel 
as his own ; and lie continued to bore the reve- 
rend gentleman, till the coach stopped at the 
door of the inn at Aberford. The innkeeperwaa 
in imtnediate attendance, when Samuel and the 
clergyman alighted, the latter being little aware 
— as under a contrary impression he would have 
probably retained his inside birth — that the sub- 
ject would be again agitated. Samuel accoste4 
the master of the house, with no common|earaest- 

ttumble and fall— Khrre h the Chriitian that con beailate ■ 
instant, bcl Veen the gratification nf nn hour, and the rok of iocw 
ring any oneofth«e awfal pomibililrea ! It i« alvaya dai^naM 
to he ronfarmed to th» world — altrejrn rafc to dcnji oufbcIto, la 
Uke up our cron and follow our Redeemer. It would be ka 
inconriatrnl for the philotopber to coret the toji» or inrancf , thaa 
itiaforthe memtier orChrist, Ibe child of God, and the iDbeiitat 
of the kingdom of hraveo, anxiouslj to deaiie even the ni(4t 
elegant and refined of the pleosares of «enM. He should eirr 
' rr that be »no(hi9own. Hb fortune, his time, hit talent^ 
■ '« example, muat all bederoted to tlie glory of God. 
lie evhortaticHi of our Lord, 'Watch and pray, lest 
yeraler into temptation,' he desirei not to widen the narrow patb 
which tcodetb unto life eternal, but to obtain grace to purine H 
with patient perteret^nce ; knowing tbat so only shall an entiaiMf 
be adminislered unto him abundantly of bis Lord and S« 
Itinu Chriiit." 



and S>fl^H 



THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITH. 159 

(sand gesticulation, saying, " You know me, 
Bo't you ?" and before he had time to receive a 
'tCinci reply iu the affirmative, pressed nearly 
D the same breath, the grand (|iiestiun, of 
^h the other was only tlie precursor, — " Am 
Kliypocrite or a vagabond ?" " No, Samuel," 
pthe reply : " you are known all around here, 
UB honest, hard-workiug man." To this 
■uel responded, — " I work for all I have, pay 
y body their own, and get nothing for preach- 
" He then pointed to the clergyman, and 
recapitulated what he bad said. The innkeeper 
iiot knowing the cause of Samuel's interroga- 
tories before, and seeing a probable customer in 
the clergyman, was not very anxious to proceed 
with his answers ; and the clergyman, unwilUng 
to confirm his deJinqueucy by retiring, stood a 
Siidrc iime. Samuel's earnest appeals In tlie 
mean time attracted attention ; the people thick- 
ened around them, in front of the inn ; he pro- 
ceeded to dwell on the charges, and to point to 
the clergyman, as going to spend his time and 
his money at the concert. The clergyman found 
himself so much annoyed by the looks, the jokes, 
and remarks of the crowd, who encouraged 
Samuel in his zeal for character, that he was 
glad when the horses were changed, and he 
found himself safely seated by the side of the 
ladies, reaping instruction, no doubt, ti'om the 
event, though not much enamoured with the 
tmcourteous manner in which his fellow-tra- 

Ead defended himself, 
ugh the clergyman's opinion of the low- 
aracter of the Mettiodists was not likely 
ich improved bythe specimen with which 
juBt been favoured, vet it was only the 
P2 ■ 



rougher side of Samuel's integrity of whicb be 
had a view, and which his own rasping bad 
raigcil. Snmiiel was much better qualified lo 
repress and correct improper feeling, than W 
combat erroneous no/ions. He attended a love- 
feast in the Wakefield circuit, when Mr. Brad- 
burn was stationed there. Several of the good 
people were !□ the habit of giving out a verseofa 
hymn before they narrated their Christian ex|K- 
ricnce,by way of tuning: their spirits for the work. 
This was prohibited by Mr. Bradburn, not only 
as a reflection upon himself, being both author- 
ized and competent to conduct the service, bot 
as an improper appropriation of the time which 
was set apart for speaking. Samuel, either for- 
getting the prohibition, or being too warm td 
be restrained within its limits, gave out a verw. 
Mr. Bradburn was instantly ill his majesty, and 
with one of bis severest aud worst faces, looked 
ut Samuel, who stood up in the congregation 
and sung alone, ho one daring to join him — pre- 
facing his rebuke with one of his singuliirl' 
extravagant remarks, — " Where is the per^n: 
that would not come out of a red hot oven, w 
hear such a man as you sing }" then proceeding 
to make such observations as he thought proper. 
Samuel siippoiiing the rebuke to have been 
given in an improper spirit, went into the vestry 
after service to settle matters. Offering to shaVi' 
hand^ with Mr. B., who was not in one of Iti^ 
most complacent moods, he was saluted with— 
" What, are yon the man that persisted in sint;- 
ing, after I peremptorily forbid it ?" " Ye — ye 
— yes, Sir," said Samuel ; " but 1 hope you will 
forgive me, Mr. Bradburn :" and without wail- 
ing to see how the request was taken, he was in 
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an instant upon his knees among the people. 
Those around followed his evainpte, and last of 
all, Mr. B. knelt by his side, who found that it 
would scarcely look decorous to stand alone. 
Every heart was touched with Samuel's simpli- 
city and fervour ; and when he concluded prayer, 
Mr. B., with a Aill heart, and with all the mag- 
nanimity and generous flow of spirit he pos- 
sessed, stretched out his hsnd, lamiliarly saying, 
"There, my brother; this is the way — to keep 
paying off as we go on." 

Thougti he often overcame opposing feelings 
by prayer, for M'bich he was better qualified, 
than for holding a long parley on opinion; yet 
on subjects proposed by a querist, he would 
change two or three sharp rounds on a contro- 
verted point, " I have been struck," says 
Mr. Dawson, " at the promptness and propriety 
of his replies, to persons who have proposed 
objections and questions to him upon particular 
subjects, and in peculiar cases. He manifested 
come astonishing gleams of sanctified satire, 
when directed to a person or a subject, which 
penetrated deep into the heart; while sparkles 
of holy wit would touch the risible faculties, and 
thrill a delight through the sou! of the hearer, 
which neither debased his understanding nor his 
affections. A ray of light would sometimes dart 
from him in a moment, which would instantly 
scatter the shades and remove the scruples from 
an enquiring mind. Of this peculiarity of talent 
he himself was insensible; all was spontaneous 
and natural." While this citation conies in as 
evidence of what has been stated, it may be 

_fi)rther illustrated by other striking instances of 

■£ P3 
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quickness of" perception, discrimiiiatioD, 
point. 

Having; business to transact which bore ban) 
upon liid patience, and seeing the person wbu 
was agent for )iim in tiie transaction going about 
with the utmoiit deliberation, wit)i countenaoa- 
and temper as serene as the unruffled lake, be 
seemed uncomfortable in the pregcnce of such 
■uperiority; and yet unwilling to unchristianizc 
liimscif, as well as sensible of the kiudly feeliog 
he poa^essed towards the persons who were tbe 
occasion of his exercises, he said, "We arebolb 
perfect ; you are perfect in patience, and I bio 
perfect in love." Though the theology of tliis 
16 questionable, as a general position, yet in ii> 
particular application to Samuel, there is mut' 
truth in it than at first might appear; for if Ijl 
excelled in any one brauch of " the fruit of liiv 
Spirit," it was in love. 

To a gentleman labouring under great nerr- 
OU9 depression, whom he had visited, and who 
was moving along the streets as though he wai 
apprehensive that every step would shake hii 
system in pieces, he was rendered singularly 
useful. They met j and Samuel having a deeper 
interest in the soul than the body, asked, " Wi II 
how are you getting on your way to heaven : 
The poor invalid, In a dejected, half-despond ini: 
tone, replied, "But slowly, I fear ;" intimating 
that he was creeping alongonlyata snail's pace. 
" Why, bless you, bam," returned Samuel, 
" there were snails in the ark," The reply was 
■o earnest, so unexpected, and met the dispirited 
man so immediately on his own ground, that the 
Mmptatioa broke away, and he rose out of bit 
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depregsion. It was a resurrection tuhisfeelingB; 
ioferriDg, tbat if the snail reached the ark, tie 
too, "faint, yel pursuing," tniglit gain admission 
into heaven. 

Perhaps oneof liis liappiest conquests inoral 

controversy was obtained over ttie Rev, K., 

of Leeds, a gentleman uf great shrewdness and 
learning. They were both on board a Selby 
steam -packet, going down the river towardi 
Hull. Samuel was walking the deck, and hum- 
ming over a hymn-tune, which appeared to 
attract the attention of Mr. K,, who abruptly 
opened out upon him on the evils of Methodism, 
suspecting him to belong to that body, from the 
character of the music. He insisted on the mis- 
chief it had done by the tenets it propagated, 
particularly instancing the doctrine of sanctifi- 
talion, for which, he contended, there was no 
foundation. Though Samuel did not appear to 
be personally known to Mr. K., yet Mr. K. was 
nut unknown to him ; to whom he instantly 
returned, " See that you never read the Church 
Prayers again, for I am sure there is full .lancfi- 
JicatioH in them." " No such thing," was tlie 
reply. " What," said Samuel, " do you not pray 
that the Lord would c/e«Mse the thoughts of the 
heart by tlie inspiration of the Holy Spirit ? — 
See that you do not read that, Sir, next Sunday." 
Mr, K. finding himself pressed from this high 
ijtiarter, aixt partly conceding the principle, by 
flying to (fhat he deemed its efi'ects, asked^ 
" What good has the doctrine done ?" gliding, 
iw a diversion of the subject into the general 
topic of Methodism again; demanding, "What 
have the Methodists effected ? Bad women are 
on the increase; Leeds is swarming with them." 
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"Dost thoii know, barn, whethci' tbou liasU 
soul ?" Startled with the question, she looked 
in return ; but before she was permitted to reply, 
he said, " Thoii hast one, whether thou knowest 
it or not; and It will live in happiness ormlserj 
for ever." These, and other remarks, proiluced 
serious reflections. Her fatlier perceived from 
her manner, on her return home — her residence 
being not far from Samuel's dwelling — that 
something was preying; upon her spirits. She 
told liim the cause: " What," he exclaimeil, 
" has that old blacksmith been at thee, to turn 
thy head? but I will whnck (beat) him," So 
saying, he took up a large stick, similar to a 
hedge-stake — left the house — posted off to Sa- 
muel's residence — found him at the anvil — and 
without the least intimation, fetched him u 
heavy blow on the side, which, said Samuel, 
when relating the circumstance, "nearly felled 
me to the ground," adding, " and it was not a 
little that would have done it in those days." 
On receiving tlie blow, he turned round, and 
said, " What art thou about man ? what is that 
for?" Supposing it to be ont of revenge, and 
that religion was the cause of it, he made a sud- 
den wheel, and lifting up bis arm, inclined the 
other side to his enraged assailant,saying,"Here, 
man, hit that too." But either his courage 
failed him, or he was softened by the manner in 
which the blow was received; beholding in 
Samuel a real disciple of him, who said, " Who- 
soever shidl smite thee on the right clieek, turn 
to him the other also." He then left him ; and 
Samuel had the happiness of witnessing the pro< 
gress of religion in the daughter. Some tim 
after this, the person himself was taken ill, •■ 
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** *r*^'^' ''^'"' pxclaimin^, " Bless the l/ord for 

f^ "^ne sIiowcp!" One of liia companions, as 

l_ ^^ii annoyed with the tune as by the rain, ob- 

^K^*^*^' '** '^ "^ ^" indifferent one. " Sing a better, 

f-wj^^," said Samuel, turning his head as suddenly 

^^^Ui him as he had directed it towardi:hini, still 

HV^iog and keeping time to the amble of the 

^^Vfrie, lacing the weather, and praising the Lord 

^^P^^r^tering the earth. The friend again com- 

^r™iHed of the tune, and again solicited another. 

Sing yourself," said Samuel. " I have no voice 

'orriie work," was the reply. "Don'tcomplain," 

'^2^joiiied Samuel, "of what you cannot mend," 

"bin directing his face to the shower, and hie 

Jbd to theGiver of it, absent every now and then 

^dll companionship, and us happy, though 

"torated with the tfcming contents of the 

nidti, a? if he had been sheltered under his 

vra roof. 

Though he posse.'ised the power of occasion- 
|Iy accommodating himself to existing cir- 
■imstances, ami particular companies, isolated 
Ktanccs occurred, when he was perfectly lost 
> the respect due to the habits and feelings of 
ikhers. He wa» led by intrlination to a public 
' leeting of the Society of Friends, and took bi« 
tax in the midst of them. This was an ordin- 
inee, and an assembly, for which he was the 
Bast fitted, either by nature or by habit; aad i 
litfaougb he had often sung, 

" A TOlemn reverence chrctii our aonfpi. 

And pruke ^U »ileiit un uur toiigup^," 

r till now knew what it was to live under j 

iie restraints of praise. " The songs of Zion" 

were in his heart, iu which he was singing, and 

iiaking melody to the Lord, as many Qf the^ 
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worshippers aiuuiid liim might have beenEii-' 
ployed: but having read of Paul and Silas, uuik 
Icijs agreeahle circumstauces, addingtotliemuu 
of the /teart, the variations of the voiVeandlti 
motion of the tips— ~rising in their stmas liU 
" the prisoners lieard them," and embracing Ai 
notion that praise only receives its pcrfcciiuaii 
utterance, he either so far forgot hiinsi'lf, ur nii 
otherwise glowing with such an iiittu-itv "! 
feeling while musing, that the Iulji: ~il([ia 
observed in the cuiumencement became [m 
portable. He took bis hymu-book fromi 
pocket, and starting on bis feel — bis hi 
figure receiving elevation from the seated! 
lowering position of those around him, s 
"Come, let us sing a verse or two," Nell 
the voice nor the language belonged to tliepli 
& number of eyes were insianiiy nxcti uponS 
and strange feelings were stirring till a venei 
man arose, who knew him, and accosted 
saying, " Samuel, sit thee down, and wait." 
mandate was obeyed, without reply or uiuri 
and all was suddenly as stilt as before. A 
watting some time in silence, during al9 
every minute of which Samuel expected! 
one to rise and address the assembly, but iw 
tempt being made, be again bounded from 
seat, under an impression that prayer might 
more acceptable than praise, and said, "L0 
kneel down, friends, and pray a bit." Ji 
he was in the attitude of kneeling, the 
venerablemanstoodup, and with great solei 
again addressed him, — " Samuel, Kit theei 
— and wait till the Spikit moves thee." 
docile than before, Samuel returned, " We! 
thodisis think it very well, if we can have 
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Spirit for as/nng ;" referring with great readi- 
ness to that passage of Scripture, " If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children : how much more shall your Hea- 
venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him ?" Though Samuel was correct in doc- 
trine, he was here erroneous in conduct, and had 
forgotten his own dislike of interruptions in di- 
vine service, when worshipping God agreeably 
to the dictates of his conscience, under his own 
"vine, and under his fig-tree," 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Aw mif^intai-^nrmpaik^ Jar the pooT'-pndiiMde for mertkf 
^^rif rf#fa4i — **maMlar bamd-^meetmq-^kt bed wmf cfhtff^ 
MMSii f k da9—hU lomdmct m the famOies he ritUed-BtUm 
—k:.t'.f^tft' Clo^t-'-oftem abrmpt'ut his woMer*— a ffeaim 
ll'fMoi! — ua aiiempi to purchase ten — hU ekanderaih 
Ltti^ ^/' c: f\zm*lf — gire* up bmsmees — preaehimg exewrnou" 
r\*trt Ht*^Km — prurideutiai euppfy — kU public addreua^ 
^Uiat liii 4j:« uurh-^E. Brook, Eitq^Deubff DaU-frm- 
pir^- ry './ tMte Ki/rk of God—^ ueur chapei — Sammd ruHt Rori- 
'£a.'t — rxftc $ nptrior to his exercises — tahe$ a tour imio d'ffeni 
vr.r** . f ijuemrasktre — ^reat commercial distret§ — libefaUt§tj 
F E TMH^iru, Esq.^-meetimgfir the relief of the poor-Sf 
ir«urr# ''^%r% kL^me^risits differemt parts of the York arcA 
— 'rr^rt* \f rthwrn-^persecutiom. 

\^ >..v -.rt 1 hiui •.♦btained tlie grace which enabled 
* .: :. •* r'-;-':i.-t' ^.-vtrniore," he seemed to create 
7 ■....>; ::. tvtry circle in which he moved 
"'^ . . : X ; r : : vt :i> «.»j)pre>>ed — wliich was rarely 
. . -: — :: wa> either on account of the wants 
. : -:•::> v'l" ^'thers, or occasioned bv an 

- »::»»: : ..: :: c >cii>e k*\ his own mercies. Thus, 

- . > ■ jC *.:r^r\: Tv» take more food at table, he 
: .^' :»:*-.:: : tarvi to sav, in seasons of commercial 
-■- .: A^::.".:'r.:ra*t liistrefs, "O no: I cannot take 
;:>. rt\ m^:11>: I think of so many around me 
Lx-atN sTxr^inc tor want of bread.'* 

So* al$o« on beinir entertained out of the 

harv Hue, in the liouse of a friend, his gra- 

^> fike the thermometer, rose to the highest 

^* He was at Pontelract during the bustle 

^ eJeciion, and was lodged in the house 
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Ir. M. a member of the Society of Friends, 
se family was strongly attached to Samuel. 
Fas honoured with the best fare, the best 
I, and the best bed, the last of which was 
ually high. On being asked thene.'rt day, 
■he liked his lodgings, he said, " Why, bam, 
re been crying half the niglit ; I never wai 
icb a bed before; I liad to take a chair to 
Dto it. O how I wept ; for I thought my 
\ never had such a bed as that." This wat 
erly "the joy of grief." Samuel dwelt much 
I his Saviour; the "servant" and the "Lord" 
^ed him some amazing contrasts, and drew 

the finest feelings of hts soul. 
tat he had his " songs in the night," and hii 
ling carols, as well as his tears. " He was in 
labit," Mr. Dawson observes, "of rising very 
' in the morning (about four o'clock), and of 
ally dressing himself, when he bowed hii 
B before his divine Father, praying first for 
burcb in genera), next for particular char ac- 
aud lastly for special cases. He then sung a 
[ of a hymn — retii'cd to bed again — and after 
irt time arose, and begun the day with praise 
prayer." The occasion of this systematic 
^ of proceeding is known to few. Samuel 
^band-mate, with whom he met for some 
^and to whom he was much endeared. Four 
ck in the morning was the hour of meeting; 
this was selected, not only because of iti 
^uility, but because it prevented self-in- 
euce. His companion died, and he mourned 
k>ss like the stock-dove, whose mate had 
^t by his side on the same bough, and had 
^ed off through the hand of the fowler, Th* 

and the ordinance were held sacred by th« 

a 
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^*>»"ne away in transport for redeeming mercy. 
^•><»ie time after he rose from bis knees, his lan- 
S'Oagc n-as, 'Glory! glory!'" He has been 
^ «» *:» wn oil some of these occasions, to indulge in 
■■ s»_, idimity of thought of which at other times he 
^s iurajiable, and which — taken in connexion 
!^'*-li the whole man — would have fixed upon 
*■■*!, by some gifted beings, had Ihey overheard 
**»*, much more appropriately than ever was 
JJ^l>IiedU)Goldsmith, the epithet of "an inspired 
|^*ot," and he would have stood a fair ciianceof 
^>»g deified among the Mahomedaus. 

Such a beginning was an excellent prepara- 

ti for the duties, the exercises, and the mercies 

Dtfae day ; and it will generally be found, that 

*close will correspond with its commencement. 

lie man who permits God to bear his voice in 

e morning, will not himself be silent, nor yet 

OorD an absent God in the evening. These 

■jBMwning communings" secured attention to 

tted times" for retirement through the day, 

Bbe entered into his closet before his Father, 

sees in secret, and rewards openly; and this 

Ae secret of that charm which was thrown 

ud his spirit and demeanour iu social life. 

) came forth in the uiorning, like the sun 

I his chambers in the east — refreshed and 

sshing, Happy in himself, he chased uway 

lancholy from the soni, and lit up a sunshine 

litbe countenances of tlio^e with whom hecoo- 

^■sed. "No family," said a friend, in whose 

lonse he had been resident some weeks,— 

7iNo family could be miserable with whom he 

[red, because he laboured to make every person 

round him happy." Mrs. Bcaley, of Ratcliffe 

lose, near Bury, in Lancashire, a lady well 

Q2 



it first uncomfortable ; arnl h* wa? t<jnalK 
9bs to know, wbal to lio with. ir< wbsi to 
of, his new and unexpecteii ^~i. A -L-jti 
ide assisted in relieving the fint itxiiaf. 
tting-rooin door was opened, mnd a pera o a 
^ in, with n-hom the master af the fcomc 
t transact a little business. Saauiert prr- 
added to the poignancy of bt« more deli- 
feeling*. However, he was t&ere, aud the 
n was at liberty to snppo«e, if be judged 
!r, that Samuel was on bii5iae^ as well as 
tlf. He sat in silence, and appeared to take 
nice of either party. When the iransac- 
iras closed, and the person rose to retire, 
lel started on his feet, as though he had 
Awakened from a trance, " Stop, Sir, let ns 
la hit before you go: you seem ftill of the 
I, and we'll try to get it out of your heart." 
rendered the occasion of his visit desperate ; 
lotbing but violence could be done to the 
ig:8 of his host, to render such conduct sup- 
ble. But there was no time for excuse or 
QsCrance ; Samuel's voice was the warning- 
I — no sooner heard, than on his knees, 
'ffect of this may he as readily conceived 
[pressed. Yet uotwithstanding the coy 
~ing, on the part of the gentleman, he was 
id to place the highest value on Samuel's 
Lnd presence, and continued to entertain 
lan and horse for some time ; and so much 
^ did his homely visitor gain from himself 
"s family, that they parted with sincere 

p"en in families where religion was not 
fcsed, his simplicity of munner, and general 
character, gained him utihesitnting access. 
Q3 
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firm foppovtcr of mdiscipllne:^ 

.rieod oi its iniDt?(er*. Of UkC 

-T Spoke trith respect and aSertion ; 

tboly indignatioQ was at anv (irae 
K was when persons endeaToured to 
Vcbaracter, by cold oblique bints, in 
of tbe world, and wben an apparent 
Was taken in Mjwing discord auiong 
Q. Satisfied with hi$ privileges, be 
such as were given lo change. He was 

W road : Kdffkbmrr. " Wiwrr are jmi f wd;, Sunniy?" 
I pnaching." ?ieighh. " More ne^ joa got fonr liar 
tt God is giifing jrou finpuMlluT-" Sam. " Ht dow not 
'rather fur u!. to bcHtkthfSabluilh" Hvighb. "Why, 
hera inaking hay while Ihesan «hiaea: they will get their 
ilay, and youn, if yoa let it lie lill to-morrow, and it 
wrl, will lie spoiled." Son. " I hurv none to Hpoil, 
'eigUi. "Is not yon, lying down (poiiitia);to it) youn!" 
." A'tagUi. "What,Uiiotyooyour(;li»er Sun. "No, 
nd't: he has a right to do with il whathc lilteR; and if 
mind to apuil il, he nay: it a his own, and no one hat 
a i|uarrel with him for it. It is the Lord'i day too, 
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together, — I know we shall." This figurative 
mode of expreasion was rendered very popular 
in a sermon preached hy the late Rev. Joseph 
Benson, on Sehi^ni, about the time of Mr. KiU 
bam's defect ion from the body ;and il was one of 
those fij^res which Samuel cuuldwork withoDt 
muchdangerufbeingwreckedinititinanagement. 
The religion which he carried into tht 
families of others, and recumniended iu bit 
public walks, was not without itn influence at 
home. Though Martha and he could not alwayi 
lee eye to eye, in money affairs — and it wai 
fortunate fur him tliat they could not — yet h« 
was an affectionate hunhund, as well as a tender 
fulker. He moved before liis family more, per- 
lia[ts,in thecharacterofa/>Wes/, tojorayfor them, 
than a prophet und a king, tu instruct and govern. 
He was fitted for the one rather than the other; 
and such was his attention to the family altab, 
«ich his prevalent intercession before it, that 
bis incapacity for the two latter appeared to he 
greatly counterbalanced by the hallowed cha- 
racter of the former. He bore his partner and 
his children constantly before God, in the arm! 
of faith and prayer, and lived in full confidence 
that the whole would he saved. If any of his 
opinions, more than others, bordered upon ex- 
travagance, it was upon the certain salvation of 
the children of praying parents. The possibility 
of perdition, in the case of any of them, was 
beyond endurance, 

Though he took excursions to different plac 
from the period of his becoming a local preacb 
yet it was not till the latter part of 1825, or 
beginning of 1826, when he gave up busim 
i took a more extensive range, and coi 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Hi. laf-ibniial—nfmpathi, for the poor—graHtade /"" "^ 
iw'lp rithifi—tlngulaT hand-nieetina—the belt y.^jV^ 
ninff llu dag — hit timduci itt tbe fanilie 
—llaMlffle riwe— fl/Tnt abrupt in hi' ^ . - „, 

W-!,lq,a„~an alicmpt lo purdttue bim—hi' cAarocter « 
imit of a fiimilff — pirtt vp barlneii — preaching «?«"■"■ 
vIMi'm^on—proriilential tupply—kiM pubUc i 
MiiiM la hii Kori—F.. Brook, Eiq—Benbg Dat» 
jierilf of thr irork of Ood—a nair chapel — Samvel ^^'f^ 
dal—ritiiiuptrlorloliliiinTciser—takera ioitr info iP** 
partt of Ijtaauhlre—grMt comBKreial dUlren — Uh 
>. a. ZbmwlH, B™.— »wrimqybr Ike relief of Ike p 

■mnVt rriimi bim«— ctii'i diffcrenl '" "*■ "- ^" 

—nrlrnl tffraUtHon—prTuctilioii- 

As Sanmcl hurl ublaiiicd the grace which enabled 
hhn to " ri'joice evermore," he seemed to create 
a rmvAdUe in every cirele in which he moven. 
Whenever he was oppressed — wliich was rarely 
llie rase — It was either on account of the wants 
Mil miseries of others, or occasioned by an 
overwhfhiintsf sense of lii$ own mercies. Tbns, 
on hein^ urj^nl to take utore food at table, lie 
him hwn tiennl lo say, in seasons of commercial 
«»»! aKrieulhiral <lisln>s5. "O no : I cannot t 
more, whiki I think of so many around 
wrurly oittrvin); li>r want of bread." 

So , abo, iMi bvi«s entertained out of 

in tlvr iuiuse of a friend, his jrrs- 
p ihectHvHHcier, rvis.e to the highefl 
M «»l Voutelraei during the busil" 
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of Mr. M. a member of the Society of Friends, 
whose family was strongly attaclicil to Samuel. 
He was honoured with the best fare, llie best 
roQui, and the best bed, the last of which wai 
UQU^uaUy high. On being asked the next day, 
bow he liked his lodgings, he said, " Why, bam, 
I have been crying half the night ; I never wai 
Id such a bed before; I had to lake a cliair to 
i'etintoit. O how I wept ; fori thonght my 
Lord never hud such a bed as thut." This wai 
properly "the joy of grief." Saumcl dwelt much 
upon his Saviour; the "servant" and the "Lord" 
Afforded him some amazing contrasts, and drew 
furtb the finest feelings of his soul. 

But he had his " song^ in the night," and hit 
morning carols, as well as his tears. " He was in 
the habit," Mr. Dawson observes, "of rising very 
early in the morning (about four o'clock), and of 
partially dressing himself, when he bowed hit 
knees before his divine Father, praying first for 
tbechurcbingeneral, next for particular charac- 
ters, and lastly for special cases. He then sung a 
*erse of a hynin — retired to bed again — and after 
Bsiiort time arose, and begun the day with praise 
and prayer." The occasion of this systematic 
mode of proceeding is known to few. Samuel 
had a band-mate, with whom he met for some 
time, and to whom he was much endeared. Four 
o'clock in the morning was the hourof meeting; 
«ud this was selected, not only because of its 
tranquility, but because it prevented self-in- 
dulgence. Hiscompanion died, and he mourned 
his loss like tlie stock-dove, whose mate bad 
just sat by his side on the same bough, and had 
dropped off through the hand of the fowler. Th« 
hour and the ordinance were held sacred by th* 
Q 
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•urvivor. He rose at ihe appoiutcd time — Buog 
— prayed — unfolded the secrets of his heart lo 
God, as lie was wont to do with hia Christian 
friend — thus going regularly through the ser- 
vice, as though the dead were $till alive, and by 
his side, holding con verse with him. This isom' 
of those mementos of Christian friendship, whtcli 
rarely occurs in the same form; but while i>< 
singularity excites the surprise of some, its pin. 
will secure the admiration of others, and anipiv 
atone for any peculiarity in its manner. Those 
only, perhaps, will indulge the laugh, who, 
nevertfieless, liave their annivfr»aries, &c., bat 
support them in another way, by toasting each 
other over the maddening bowl, and cheerins 
each other with the speech and the song, till 
they become objects of pity, rather (hau eubjecl* 
for imitation. 

This summary account of his matins, as given 
byMr. Dawson,i3exemplifiedbya particulareaM, 
I as recorded by the family of P. Rothwell, Esq., 

of Sunning Hill, Bolton, in whose house Samuel 
at one time resided for the space of nearly three 
weeks. " He frequently rose," it is remarked, 

■ " in the night to pray. On one of those occa- 

■ lions he was heard singing a hymn, after whicli 
I he pleaded with God, that he might enjoy a 
H closer walk with Jesus, and his prayer was soon 
B turned into praise. He repeated several times, 
B ' O that I could praise thee ! O that I coulil 
B praise thee, as I would ! — but I shall praise tbcc 
B again, when 1 pass over Jordan 1 Glory ! glory! 
B glory!' He then prayed for his family, the 
B &mily he was visiting, the church of God, and 
B for the world at large. He appeared to feel 
E much while pleading for sinners, and thea w&i 
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terne away in transport for redeeming merer. 
Some time after he rose from bis koees, his Un- 
cage wa*, 'Gior>'! glory I'" He has beeo 
ou some of these occasions, to Indolge id 
mity of thought of which at other limes be 
s iDca|iable, anci which — taken \a conoexioD 
'i the whole man — would hare fixed upoD 
!, by Eonie gifted beings, had ihey overheard 
J much more appropriately than ever was 
Mied to Goldsmith, the epithet of "an iu^pired 
/' and he would bare stood a fair chanceof 
ing deified among the Mahomedans. 
f Such a beginning was an excellent prepara- 
D for the duties, the exercise?, and the mercies 
the day ; and il will generally he found, that 
close will correspoud with its commencement. 
e man who periDiLti Gotl to hear his loice in 
e morning, will not himself be silent, nor yet 
nro an absent God in the evening. These 
iBorning communings" secured attention to 
' (Bted times" for retirement through the day, 
a he entered into his closet before his Father, 
o sees in secret, and rewards openly; and this 
he secret of that charm which was thrown 
rtlnd his spirit and demeanour in social life. 
He came forth in the morning, like the sun 
Irom his chambers in the east — refreshed and 
refreshing. Happy in himself, he chased away 
melancholy from the soul, and lit up a stinshine 
in the countenances of tho«e witli whom he con- 
versed. "No lamily," said a friend, in whose 
house he had been resident some weeks,— 
"No family could he miserable with whom he 
lived, because he laboured to make every person 
wound him happy." Mrs. Bealey, of RatcliSe 

tnear Biirv, in Lancashire, a lady well 
' Q2 
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qualified to appreciate real worth, whether 
religious, moral, or Intellectual, and under whose 
hospitable roof Samuel was entertained nearly 
Iwu months, observed to Mr. Dawson, "That he 
interested himself in the welfare of the whole 
family, as though he hud been united to them 
by the tender ties of nature. He participated Id 
all their pleasures, as well as inerease<l them, 
and was rendered truly useful to the men and 
children employed in the works. He sympa- 
thized also with persons with whom he wa» 
acquainted, in their losses in cattle or trade, m 
though he had been the loser himself." Itwai 
the love and joy within, which, as is remarked 
elsewhere by Mr. Dawson, "Gave a beam to Ml 
eye, a smile to hi< countenance, a tone to fail 
voice, and an energy to his language^ whirt 
melted and attracted every heart that camewithin 
the sphere of his influence." 

This attractive influence was not alwayi 
■udden, but it was rarely otherwise than ceri^D. 
On his fir^t visit to the residence of a gentlemu 
in Lancashire, to whom till then he was person- 
ally unlcnown, he was directeil to the boDM 
accidentally. He rode up to the door of that 
gentleman, and after having seen his horse jnii 
under the care of the servant, he entered die 
house, where he was introduced into the parlour. 
Without either letter or person to introduce him, 
and with no other passport than the connexion 
of the family with the Wesleyan body, he took 
his seat in the domestic circle, where he sal, 
unconscious as innocence or infancy, of any 
other prerequisite for social enjoyment, thauthe 
religion of hiij Saviour. The habits of the gentle^ 
man, and the society in which he moved, 
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~bim at first uncomfortable ; and lie was equally 
at a loss to know, what to do with, and what to 
make of, his new and unexpected guest. A short 
interlude assisted in relieving the first feeling. 
The sitting-rooin door was opened, and a person 
itepped in, with whom the master of the house 

I bad to transact a little business. Samuel's pre- 
lence added to the poignancy of his more deli- 
■te feelings. However, he was there, aud the 
iTion was at liberty to suppose, if he judged 
TOper, that Samuel was on business as well as 
Ehuself. He sat in silence, and appeared to take 
BO notice of either party. When the transac- 
tion was closed, and the person rose to 'retire, 
Samuel started on his feet, as though lie had 
been awakened from a trance, " Stop, Sir, let us 
pray a bit before you go: you seem full of the 
world, and we'll try to get it out of your heart." 
This rendered the occasion of his visit desperate j 
and nothing but violence could be done to the 
feelings of his iiost, to render such conduct sup- 
portable. But there was no time for excuse or 
remonstrance; Samuel's voice was the warning- 
clock, — no sooner heard, than on his knees. 
The effect of this may be as readily conceived 
as expressed. Yet notwithstanding the coy 
beginning, on the pari of the gentleman, he was 
soon led to place the highest value on Samuel's 
piety aud presence, and continued to entertain 
both man and horse for some time ; and so much 
regard did his homely visitor gain from himself 
and his family, that they parted with sincere 
regret. 

Even in families where religion was not 
professed, his simplicity of manner, and general 
imod character, gained him unhesitating access. 
Q3 
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for yoii," was the rt-joinder. Samuel replied, 
"Though I have been deprived of this, ilhsi 
never deprived rae of an Iiuur's sle<?p. 1 never 
bad a worse tot forit. I have nutwaiited for an; 
good thing, and could always say with Job, 'The 
Lord gave, and tiie Lord taketh away : blessed 
be the name of the I^ord.' Though he took Job't, i 
he has not taken the whole of my property: 1st' 
have all my children." The gcntlemao askf^ 
"Can yon read?" " Yes," returned Samoi 
"if I bad my spectacles ont of my pocket 
" There," replied the gentleman, holding a pi*), 
of paper In his hand, which was rendered visil^ 
by the glimmering; light of the stars, — "Th«f 
is a live pound note fur you. You love Gd 
and his cause ; and I believe you will nevff 1 
want." Samuel's eyes were instantly filled wiA I 
tears, and his heart with gr.ititude. "Her^" I 
said he, " I saw the Bulvatiun of God. I crie4 I 
for joy all the wayaa I went down the lonesome I 
lanes ; and when I got to a public house, I asked I 
the landlord if he could change me a five pound 1 
bill; for I told him 1 could not. have any thinf 1 
for myself or my horse, unless he could change ] 
it. He said he could, if it were a good one. SO 
I got olTmy horse, and ordered him a good feed 
of corn, and had sonae refreshment for myself. 
This was a fair salvation from the Lord. When ' 
I got home, I told my wife, she brnsi (buTEt] 
into tears; and we praised the Lord together." 
This was viewed by Samuel somewhat in the 
light of a triumph over Martha, who had ehided 
him in the morning for taking so much monejr 
from home Avitb biiu, to a missionary meeting, 
to which he gave his time, his labours and ex- 
penses. He therefore added, by way of makig 
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path more open to the purse in future, " You 
, we never give to the Lord, but he gives in 
Bturn." 

His addresses in tlie pulpit rarely extended 
lyond half an hour. Tins adurded time to 
in the work which was his favourite 
iployment — ajtrayer-meefing; and these meet- 
js fiirni^hed him very often with a Itnowledge 
I the progress of the word of life, as tlie benefits 
jceived under preaching were more ftilty deve- 
iped in them, as well as cherished by the inter- 
ssory prayers of the faithful. Having the 
iction of the Holy One — an anointing which 
■received from him that abode in liini — he wai 
irahled to proceed in the work with cheerful- 
*s, and very often carried wiih him a com- 

rnding authority over the feelings and conduct 
others. He was frecjuently under high ex- 

tatioD ; so much so indeed, as sometimes to 
rerpower his physical ener:,Mes. " O," Faid he, 
his friend Mr. D, once, after a missionary 
leeting at Howden, in which he had pleaded 
le cause of the heathen on the platform, till he 
as nearly exhausted — " O," said he, " I am so 
ippy. I- shall surely die some of these times!" 
n another occasion, when at Pontcfract, he 
;marked to a friend, after the meeting, with 
rtatic feeling, and in his own peculiarly exprea- 
ve language, "I felt its though I should have 
lelted (melted) away to heaven." This is no 
mnion thought — not even to be exceeded by 
ppe's " Dying Christian," whom he repre- 
^ts as langtiisfiing into life. It is only in cases 
;e this, that we fee! the force of Coleridge'a 
ouarks in the motto selected for the Memoir ; 
lipd feel too a disposition to subscribe to the 
R 
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accustomed to say, "I am determined to remain 
in the old ship. She has carried thous^ndii 
across llie ocean, and landed them safe inglonr; 
and if I stay in her, she will carry me there too."* 
Speaking oucc to a person who had acted in the 
capacity of a local preacher, but had afterwards 
united himself to another society, he rciiortedto 
his favourite figure of " the old ship," and en- 
quired why he had left heT, atler she bad borne 
htm so long in safety ? Thesintile was taken up 
by the other, who intimated that she was io 
danger of foundering. Samued returned, "Von 
ahould not have been such a coward as to lea*e 
her, but should have remained on board either 
to help to mend her, or prevent her from going 
to the bottum. But you have forsaken an oU 
friend; I know she is !iound at heart, and as stit 
as ever." "My wife and I," said he to another 
person, "are sailing together in her. Some 
of our children are with us; we are gcttiDg 
ftrouger;" and then with a fine glow of feeling, 
would exclaim, " We shall all sail to heaven 

iaducCDieDtB to Ware Ihe IkmIt 

b a pninliDpnt part in tbe lair 

le DiTended Id 1803, and ronnrU a Miull 

ID a room wbicli was taken for Uic pur- 
^ad or tbis HDall party vag known b]> • 
^D^ to the Poaicfraci circuil, anmnft 
whom two exfaorler^i and two accredited local prffachprs, e^poufnl 
bb cause, the latter of whom were never Tcry remarhable A* 
nibmittlng to rule. Tlieiw took with them about thirty mcmbm 
of the Bodetf , add occupied a School-room in Kootlingly, emMil 
about ifD yards frooi tbe Methodiat Cbapel, by u penon, who, 
tbuugh nul in Hudety, look unipeakable pleasure in promoting' tbr 
diriiion. Saiimel wai earnestly importuned to unite biinielf tothe 
Knotlingly diswntjeatx, and was luld, as an inducement, that he 
iJionld have a certain sum presented to liini a« a compensation la( 
hii labours, wlierever be preacbed. It argued an i^omi * 

Samucl't ciaraeter, to UiinL Ibat be h'bb tu lie bought b' 
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accompanied Mr. R. to the different places of 
preaching — coniiueiiced the service with sing- 
ing and prayer — spokt; iVopj ten to twenty 
Diinutcs — and then gave place to Mr. R. to con- 
elude the service. On one of these occasions, 
lie broke off his address rather abruptly, and 
uiddenly stepping back in the pulpit, s^d, 
jBrother R, will now preach to you, for two 
are better than one." A good feeling 
(ving been excited, Mr. R. commenced his 
ss, by an allusion to the words of the Jewish 
march, "Whatshall the man do, whocometh 
r the King f " Samuel, before any apptica- 
a could be made, exclninied, " Do ! you will do 
■11 enough, only go on." Theserviccterminated 
ichbetter than this unexpected interlude at first 
'. Two persons were deeply affected 
I this public address ; and at another place 
me persons were brought to a state of penitence. 
I The great commercial depression which dis- 
Iguished the close of this year, was just be- 
bning to be experienced. Many of the poor 
bple in Addingham and its neighbourhood, 
"1 part of their furniture, and whatever they 
could spare of other things, in order to procure 
(ood. Samuel visited them ; and after having 
S^iven all the money away which he had deemed 
sufficient for his journey, a poor boy entered the 
door-way of a house where he was sitting. The 
weather was cold, and the boy was without 
neck-kerchief. Samuel pitied him — asked for a 
pair of scissors — took his handkerchief from his 
own pocket — cut it into halves — and tied one 
of them round the neck of the poor little fellow 
^prejoiciugintheopporiunily afforded of clothing 
Kb naked. 

L_ 
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dered himself as duing the work, and therefoR 
entitled to the name and honours of a Hou 
MjSi^ioNAttr. He was then possessed of what 
he deemed sufficient for the support of himself 
tnd ot liis aged partner, during the evening •>'' 
life. Being nuw at lihertyfroui the trainineU ut 
husiness, he was invited into SE^veral circuit? in 
Yorkshire and Lancashire, allof which he visited, 
preaching in the different towns and villager, 
and in many of which he was not only usefbl 
io the conversion of sinners, but in raising 
pecuniary supplies for the support of foreign 
missions, the erection and relief of places of 
worship, 

While gratifying the benevolent feelings of 
Ilis heart, in obeying the calls of the people 
he not uufrequently suffered various incot^ 
veniences, notwithstanding the kindness of 
friends. An instance which occurred a short 
time prior to this part of his history, but which 
it would not be well to omit, betokening great 
absence of mind on the part of the persons on 
the spot, presents hitn under very unpleasant 
circumstances. He attended a missionary mee^ 
tng at Rigtoi) in the Forest, a place belonging; 
to the Otiey circuit, about three or four milcc 
from Harrowgate. "We had a blessed meeting, " 
said Samuel: "I was very happy, and gave all 
the money I had in my pocket." Alter the 
meeting was concluded, he mounted his lior«e 
to return home. And in what aspect is he to br 
viewed ? Without any one offering to pay hit 
expenses, — not the value of a farthing in hi* 
pocket, — Btlvaticed in life, — a slow rider, and not 
B very sprightly horse, — near the end of October, 
when the season was breaking up, — in the night 
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^-alooe, — and about twenty miles from his own 

house. He became the subject of temptation. 

It was siig-gested — " No money to procure a feed 

of corn for thy horse, or refreshment for tliyself, 

^>«nd friends who might receive thee, are gone 

tb bed!" The struggle was short; and the 

ictory was obtained in his own way. Satan 

and no place in him for either repining or 

Strust. " 1 shaped him his answer," observed 

amuel, "and said, 'Devil, I never stack fast 

W."' With his confidence invigorated by a 

tcoIlectioD of past mercy, his happiness re- 

irned, and he remained the only nightingale 

f Christianity on the road, till he reached the 

fllage of Harewood, when a gentleman who 

idew him took his horse by the bridle, and asked 

hn where he had been. He gave him in reply, 

Baccoont of the meeCingj from which thegen- 

Cman glided into the subject of his temporal 

tacerns, in order to ascertain apparently how 

IT a report was correct, which he had heard 

Poeeting some property out of which Samuel 
I been wronged. Samuel told him that be had 
id two thousand pounds left" to him, but had 
een deprived of it."* " I am very sorry 



' ; * The report h«anl by the one. Hud the lanziu^e pmployeil by 
iat other, wuuld scarcely comport with the subject, if applied to a. 
particular event which look place. Martba'ii brother, wtio bad a 
considerable aum ol' money, on interedl, in Rpfda' Iroa Workn, 
near Lee^, etpreased a wiab I0 Live aod die with Samiicl j propo#- 
lue to allow the iiilerent for hi« ninintainance during lire, anU the 
pnacipal at bia death, l^e propofial van accepted — her brother 
resided wilb Ihem — the Company at the Iron Works failed — the 
iriiale of llie property was sHepl away — Samiiera btpts were 
blirbted, yet he generously kept iiim in his own house till the day 
of hb death, and lhu<i prevented what mnat olberwiae iaeTilably 
klTC ensued — hit going to I lie wurkhuuie. 
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for you," was the rejoiiitJer. Samuel replied, 
" Tlioiigh I liave been deprived of this, ithai 
never deprived aie of an Iioht'b slet-p. I never 
bad a worse lot for it. 1 have not wanted foraiqr 
g;oud thing, and could always say witli Job, 'Tti£ 
Lord gave, aud the Lord taketh away : blessed 
be the name of the Lord.' Though he took Job'i, 
he has nut taken the whole uf my pro|)erty: Islill 
tave all my children." The gentleman asked, 
"Can you read?" " Yes," returned Samuel, 
"if I hud my spectacles out of my pocket.'' 
" There," replied the gentleman, holding a pi 
of paper in his hand, which was rendered visi 
by the glimmeriag light of the stars, — " Thi 
is a five pound note for you. You love 
and his cause ; and I believe you will i 
want." Samuel's eyes were instantly filled with 
tears, and his heart with gratitude. "Here," 
said he, " I saw the salvation of God. I cried 
for juy all the way as I went down the lonesotne 
lanes ; and when I got to a public house, I asked 
the landlord if he could change me a five pound 
bill ; for 1 told him 1 could not have any thing 
for myself or my horse, unless he could changi^ 
it. He said he could, if it were a good one. So 
I got off my horse, and ordered hnn a good feed 
of corn, ami had some refreshment for myself. 
This was u fair salvation from the Lord. When 
I got home, I told my wife, she brmt (burst) 
into tears; and we praised the Ivord together." 
This was viewed by Samuel somewhat in the 
light of a triumph over Martha, who had chided 
him in the morning for taking so much m< "^ 
from home with him, to a missionary meet 
to which he gave his time, his labours and 
pensea. He therefore added, by way of mi ' 
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his path more open to the purse in future, " You 
see, we never give to the Lord, but he gives in 
return." 

His addresses in the putpit rarely extended 
beyond half an hour. This afforded time to 
engage in the work which was his favourite 
employment — a prayer -meeting; and these meet- 
ings iiirni^hed him very often with a knowledge 
of the progress of the word of life, as the benefits 
received imder preaehing were more fully deve- 
loped in them, as well as eherished by the inter- 
cessory prayers of the fsithful. Having the 
unction of the Holy One — an anointing which 
he received from him that abode in him — he wat 
enabled to proceed in the work with cheerful- 
ness, and very often carried with him a com- 
manding authority over the feelings and conduct 
of others. He was fretjuently under high ex- 
citation; so much so indeed, as sometimes to 
OTcrpower his physical enertfies. "O," said he, 
to his friend Mr. D. once, after a missionary 
meeting at Howden, in which be had pleaded 
the cause of the heathen nn the platform, till he 
was nearly exhausted — " O," said he, " I am so 
happy. I- shall surely die some of these times!'' 
On another occasion, when at Pontefract, he 
remarked to a friend, after the meeting, with 
extatic feeling, and in his own peculiarly expre 
sive language, "I felt as though I should have 
swelled (melted) away to heaven." This is no 
common thought — not even to be exceeded by 
Pope's "Dying Chhistian," whom he repre- 
sents as langmabing into life. It is only In cases 
like this, that we feel the force of Coleridge'* 
remarks in the motto selected for the Memoir; 
and feel too a disposition to subscribe to the 
R 
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»entinieiits of u critic, in a number of BlacI; 
wood's Magazine, where he obsenes, " Thai til 
knowledge that «lioiie but by (its and tlimly upoi 
the eyes of Socrates and Plato, whose eyes rolli 
ia vain lo titid the light, has descended in 
various lands as well as our own — even into tl 
huts where poor men lie; and thoughts a 
tamiliar there, bcneatlt the low and smoky rod 
higher and more sublime than ever flowed froi 
the lij>s of a Grecian sage, meditating aiuongtbt 
magnificence of his pillared temples." Though 
the expression, " pleading the cause of the he&i 
then," may be a little too argumentative in ill 
character, when applied to the speeches ani 
addresses of the " Village Blacksmith," and tD(f 
exeitc the laugh in those who employ the heoK 
to the exclusion of the heart, in such work ; ycf 
Samuel's honest and pathetic appeuh very ou^ 
touched the feelings and raised the " cash ac* 
counts" — raised perhaps with a smile — wbei' 
the dull spirits, sapless speeches, and tedioii 
readings of those who could see a greater euri 
in a little incoherence and hilarity than in laM 
warraness, produced only liatlessness and a yawl 
The Hev. J. Roadhouse having heard eitbl 
that he had actually cleelincd businesn, orwj 
on the eve of it, invited him, in the beginning" 
Oct. 1825, to pay the friends a visit at Cro 
Hills, a place in the Addingham circuit. A fe 
weeks passed over, and not having heard fro 
Samuel, the invitation began to wear away fro 
recollection. About the middle of November, S 
muel one day unexpectedly made his appearauct 
mounted on " Jackey." The latter was chee 
fully provided for by a triend, and Samuel lo< 
up his abode with Mr. Koudhouse. He general! 




^AecompaDicd Mr. R. to the diiferent places of 
jfareachiiig — com me need the service with sing- 
mg and prayer — spoke frooi ten to twenty 
■ainutej^! — and then gave place to Mr. R. to con- 
Hude the service. On one of these occasions, 
Pk broke off his address rather abruptly, and 
baddenly stepping back in the pnlpit, said, 
Brother R. will now preach to yon, for two 
Krioons are better than one." A good feeling 
teviiig bt'en excited, Mr, R. commenced his 
address, by an allusion to the words of the Jewish 
ttanarch, " What shall the man do, who conieth 
after the King ?" Samuel, before any applica- 
tk>u could be made, exclaimed, "Do ! yuu will do 
■Iwll enough, onlyiro on." The service terminated 
KHichbetterthanttiis unexpected interlude at first 
promised. Two persons were deeply affected 
*itb this public address ; and at another place 
Eve persons were brought to a slate of" penitence. 
The great commercial depression which dis- 
tinguished the close of this year, was just be- 
diming to be experienced. Many of the poor 
people in Addinghani and its neighbourhood, 
«old part of their furniture, and whatever they 
eould spare of other things, in order to procure 
jbod, Samuel visited them ; and after having 
, gfiven all the money away which he had deemed 
I sufficient for his journey, a poor boy entered the 
(,(|oor-way of a house wtiere he was sitting. The 
Weather was cold, and the boy was without 
ftccb- kerchief. Samuel pitied him — asked for a i 
ifaair of scissors — took his handkerchief from his | 
iiwn pocket — cut it into halves — and tied one i 
ibf them round the neck of the poor little fellow ' 
[fc— rejoicing in theopportiinity afforded of clothing ' 
ttie naked. 
' R2 
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Hf nmained liere nearly three weeks ; ami 
just ashe was leaving Mr. Roadlioiise, Ut proceed 
h> hbh-idHbatGrassuiglun, he thanked liim for 
bis kiiiiim-s- tuwanb him, and then with tears, 
nid. -'■You Diu.«t Ut niehavc sooie money to pay 
the twU burs, AfMl ^t Jjickcy a feed of com." 
T»U now. Mr. R. was not aware that he was 
ftnasivi^x and yrt in tlic mi<ist of it, he seemeil 
MWrc mtmit'ulut'his horse than of himself. AAer 
kawioK spent a short time at Grassingtoii, be 
viMtett SkiptoD, where he remained three week*, 
VHi was reiMiered very useful in different part* 
•f thr cirviiii. Miss Lister of Colnc, (now Mrs. 

•* '^ of CUiliero,) having heard much of tiit 

i power with God in prayer, sent auin- 
"a him, to spend a few days at her hoii.*e. 
» be Carried nearly three weeks, taking 
-*, ruoibles into the Burrdcy circuit. 
b« persons who were hrought to Owl 
, )us labours during this visit, have 
dt^j^oaUatulothcrs are pressing tuwaidt. 
ikv Mutrk, iu onU'r to obtain the prize. Fr^ ' 
Vi>lue be procet^'tWd hi>tue, where he reatai 
t sti,.tt i;nt.\ y'uhUtig' to other invitatioid 
'lie neiiciibourhood of Hui 
Oiile. in the latter part of 
K. Brook, Esq, as his cora- 
llis attention to others le<) 
; and the latter, tintlinf 
ivinter covering, jinreha-ied 
kto preserve him from iht 
■ thus equipped, anil 
t' eoaU" and " good 
rtliicb howled arounil 
, kindled , 
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whom he had left at home, and whom be ad- 
dressed ill his letters, as his "Dear bosom friend." 
in a letter dated J-dnuary24th,fi-om Deiiby-Dale, 
hecxhortedhisdaiighter todoallin her "power" 
to " make" her " dear mother comfortable" — to 
" keep her well happed up by day and by night" 
— to " give her a little wioe to nourish her" — 
assuring her that she should " be recompensed" 
— requesting her to write immediately, should 
any thing untoward takeplaee — and telling her, 
that he bore them all up, " both in public and 
private, ut a throne of grace." He solicited a 
"long letter" in return, informing him how 
they were " going (m in the best things ;" 
whether or not "Mrs. Porter" was dead; and 
then, with the fondness of a grandfather — the 
cherub forms twining round his heart, and 
romping about in his imagination — he adds, 
"Let me know how my dear grandchild does," 
imd say whether she can yet "run," holding out 
"her bonny little hand," This it a stroke of 
|iure nature. The autumn of life turns away 
from the gloom of its winter, and seems to be 
[lerpetnally reverting to the freshness,and bloom, 
and loveliness of its spring, as though anxious 
to live it over again in the innocent child, or by 
feeling after it, and catching hold of some of its 
, it experienced a kind of resuscitation, and 
cforth with renewed vigour. 

Iiile 111 this quarter he spoke of having 
tbty of work, and good wages" — the wages 
"peace, joy, and love," — of sinners being 
Wed," — of " backsliders" being healed, — of 
I placing " the ring" on the finger, and "the 
■ on the feet" of the retnrning " prodigal." 
R 3 




im 



VII.LAr.B BLACKSMITH. 



H'lK iiiiml, hi: observeil, wa« " kept in perfect! 
pvutc ( and BUch wan the joy In' expcrifiieeiV 
■liL'li hiK " jiroupcft of K'ofyi" ^*'''^" hi- arose onir 
iiiiiriiiiiK. tlial hi* coiicliidcd, that the Lani wrt 
i-ilhi T Bbi>iU ti) " fil" him " for sunie trial," o 
to ffriitit hltii InHtant prc()nrutioii for liic ' _ 
riiiii" liilu'rllniifc." lie hm\ bi't-n engagpd In 
ll.f cmrsf of thp WM-k in wliich he wrote, ifi 
hcKK'iiK f-'r » chiipi'I, " tho ffround" of whicital 
\iv ohiicrvi'i!, «■«« tflven to him by "Mr. D., «'■ 
lllLThHaU," u iiipmbpr of the Society of Fnenrfsi'f 
«ml the wvi'k nfti'r hi- imi-]ioPi'<l going to " Feni- \ 
iloni'," lo n«»\*t in bi'gging for unothir cliapcl 
III lliiti iihii't'. 

Ill hit" |H'i'iinilmlulioiis nmong the sick am 
titt' |>oiii'. Ill' fiili'ivil the housf ut a woman with 
wvcii .hililroo. who hail only had one poiiiiilof I 
titttiiiiil I^xmI Ii>i [hi- raiiiily, tor the $paee of about ' 
fimr \vv'ck>.. Hi-r mlt of ilislress required W 
«iiilit'lltHhiiu-ut, M liixl ttirxess lo the ear and 
bv-^M of Snmiifh A« s»»in as ho heard it, i* 
(E»w \wv *\.\nw iHoiK-y to prociiiv *' a meat din- 
wr" ^i^' lw*i-«'U' ami eliiWrvu the lollowini,' ^at. 

AlW " tiiiUhiiMC hi* »vrk," as he term«-«l ii, 
M itMl (lvt!ttlt^>u^llt^^), ho nturiit-d houu-. where 
ln' «ui«4u ir»'«M»uH^l h*it a *hi>rt liwH-. He set off 
t^^' Ktte-^Ule in K\-^iruanr or Marvh. lakii^ 
H»*lh^\l •'!■ N" M^^. w"w»»ioh pU*«- be WW 

y^h ' ' > : ■■ ' 'r«w* a«Ml Law Unwj mH 

Uv .«^ o»i . i ii T ii t» i a |i 

K*. »i>r lie irMrrns* of hh 
•dVKt olTa 
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to themselves the wearing apparel anti other 
property, which was left to bis wife by her aister, 
Mrs, L., denying at the same time such appro- 
pricition. His want of confidence in the gentls- 
luen of the law, made bim decline all legal mea- 
sures; and his faith in God led him to believv 
that things would work round to a proper point, 
in the order of divine providence ; and though 
tried at first, he soon lost all sense of wrong, in 
the means of grace in which he was constantly 
engaged, the prospect of a visit to Manchester, 
and the services connected with the opening of 
s Dew chapel at Rochdale, stating the amount of 
^e collections and subscriptions " to be nearly 
Bnthousand pounds," and exhorting Martha to 
Hike progress in piety, and to solace herself 
Pni the thought, that though she was deprived 
•f her right in her sister's wardrobe here, she 
siiunid hereafti'r receive " a white garment," 
one that would " never grow threadbare," 
Kith what kind of grace Martha received the 
"tortutiun and encouragement, is not for the 
'ter to litate ; but she must have viewed it as 

apology for indifference in his own cause, 

u well as an inadequate protection from the 
cold of winter. Muffled up in his " new top- 
coat," and forgetting bis advice to his daughter, 
to "hap" her " mother by nigbt and by day," he 
ijow, with the opportunity before him, of adding 
to her attire, seemed to act on the comfortless 
principle of "be ye warmed," or as though she 
liad been all spirit, and the b;ire mention of a 
hiture state was sufficient to kindle a fire that 
wuuld warm the whole system. But Martha 

Eld she had a bodv as well as a soul : however, 
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cane among many, in which she had to bc:ir 
with him, and to louk for " treasure in heaven, 
us a substitute tor ii little more upon earth. 

Though he rose superior to the trials of tdi 
case, when immediately engaged in preacliiin 
and visiting, yet tliere were moments when ii 
hBrdshijia returned upon him, 9-0 as to lead liiii 
to dwell upon them in conversation with lii' 
Cricndc. Mrs. L., one of Martha's sisters, wa. 
possessed of iltXK). on her marriage. The inlerfi 
uf this, should she die fir^t, was to be enjoyeil by 
her husband, and then the principal was to revert 
to her own family on his demise. Contrary to 
tlie original agreement, £5CI). uf thiii was mad* 
over by the husband to a member of his own 
family, and Martha was cut off with the re- 
mainder. To secure this, slie was obliged to 
visit Rochdale, in order to sign the writing; 
and being extremely infirm, the expense, added 
to the ditliculty of conveyance, rendered the 
Journey painful and tedious. Samuel thought, 
on coming to tlie whole of this property, that be 
would be able to devote more of )iis time to tbt 
public service of his Saviour. Looking back 
upon the expense, trouble, and disappointment, 
he observed to Mr. Dawson once, " I have prayed 
to the Lord, that lie would send me no more 
_ miser-money." Mr. D. very significantly re- 

L turned, "I dare say your prayer will beanswend) 

I Samuel." 

B Having received invitations to difTereiil 

H places, and being generally mounted on hi 

H blind, but favourite horse, " Jackey," whom li 

H esteemed for his works' sake — having carried ih 

H heralds of peace for some years round the Y» 

H circuit — he was enabled to extend hit cii 
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It was ID the course of this" journey that be left, 
as previously prumi^ed, liis MS. life with the 
writer at Manchester. He extended his circuit 
toBolton.Clithero, Coluc,Aclditiglmm,Grassinj^- 
tun,Bnniley,Pitdiham, Baciip, Rossendale, Bury, 
Katclltfe Close, aii<l many of the adjacent and 
intermediate places. The absence of the Rev. 
W. M'Kitrick from the Burnley circuit, who 
liad been called to Leeds to attend to some tawilv 
arrangemeDts, led Samuel to remain longer in 
Burnley and its neighbourhood, than in some 
other places, being requested to attend to Mr. 
M'K.'s appointmeuts. The effects of the "general 
unic," so called, were still experienced, both by 
p. manufacturers and their men; and few dis- 
pts suffered more tbau the one from fifteen to 
fenty miles round the circle in which he 
iboured. The sick and tlie poor were the ob- 
jects of his constant solicitude ; and many wer« 
the scenes of distress he witnessed, as well as the 
cases he relieved. Writing to a friend, he re- 
marks, " I have seen much suffering and many 
privation.s since I saw you. The sufferings of 
the people have been neither few nor small. I 
Lave been in the midst of them for three months; 
and 1 believe my dear Ijord and Master has sent 
me here. What with praying with the people, 
and what with begging for them, I have had 
fiill employment. I was so affected one night 
that I could nut take my rest." Though he took 
a fair sum of his own money into the neighbour- 
hood with him, it was soon exhausted. The 
friends were kind to him in granting him sup- 
plies ; but he was always poor ; for no sooner 
jgfire his resources recruited, than he flew to the 
Enints of wretchedness, prayed with the people, 

L 
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conversed with tlieni, ami wppt over tlicm. One 
circumstance which affected him more ihati al- 
iiiust any uther which cuiuc under his observH- 
ttoii was, the case of a poor child whom lie sav 
sittiu)^ and satisfying the craving;^ of hunger, 
by devouring some grains wliich had becu 
brought from a brew-house. 

On finding the demands made upon his bene- 
volenceprest-inghini beyond what liewaaableM 
endure, he asked some friends whether somethiog 
could not he done by way of puhlic subscriptioB. 
He was answered that the bulk of the people 
were poor, and that the manufacturers wett 
equally distressed with the persons they hiil 
employed, and were obliged to dismiss, becauie 
of a want of trade and public confidence. He 
was informed, however, that there was oire 
gentleman in the neighbourhood of great ojid- 
ience, who was capable of imparting seasonable 
and adequate relief — only, the informants iuU- 
mated, that he was a member of the Roman 1 
Catholic church, and might not be quite acces- 
sible to persons making protestant appeal- 
"No matter what he is," returned Samutl. 
"the people are not to starve." Addressing il)i 
tame friend, in the letter just referred to, be 
'observes, " I asked them to go with me, but 
they refused, becanse of his religion. I iM 
them, that the Lord had the hearts of all men 
in bis keeping, and that he kept the hearts »l' 
the Roman Catholics also. I went to the Lord 
and asked him to go with me." It was too luii 
in the evening for him to present the case; bui 
he was up betimes the next morning, when, 
mounted on his favourite horse, he proceeduJ 
to Towneley Hall, near Burnley, the residence 
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Peregrine Edward Tawiieley, Esq. He 
locked at the door, and the knock beiug 
hwered by a servant not in livery, whom he 
m^ht sufficiently gentlemanly in his appear- 
be to be the master of the domain, he asked 
Vonce, "Are you Mr-Towneley, Sir, !" Being 
wercd in the negative, he enquired, " Can 
e him, Sir!" The servant replied he could, 
\ shewed hiui into a room. Mr. Towneley 
ft appeared, and with his usual promptitude, 
fakness, and cundeHcension, enquired the er- 
q of his visitor. Mr, T,, though perfectly 
jtlemsnly in his manners — which the biogra- 
r knows from personal interview — yet liap- 
e to be one of those characters who prefer 
r real worth to be brought to the test of the 
ferstanding and tlie hcjirt, rather than in the 
V of fashion and finery to the eye ; his attire, 
efore, being somewhat less prepossessing 
L that of the person who opened the hall 
»", Samuel had recourse to bis old question, 
Icertain the fact — "Arc you Mr. Towneley, 
iiis point being settled, lie proceeded 
"talc of woe" — stating what he had 
Men, heard, and done, finally bringing the sub- 
ject home to the bosom and to the coffers of his 
auditor. " I am come. Sir," said he, " to relate 
to you the suffering state of the poor in Burnley. 
I have been a month in the neighbourhood ; and 
my employment has been to visit them. Many 
ofthem are without religion. It affects my mind 
that I cannot help them, I have given away all 
the money I had ; I am now 94 miles from my 
own home ; and if I liad a turnpike gate to go 

tugh, I have not a penny to pay it with. If 
ething is not done for the poor, they will be 
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pined to death, and it will bring a judgmeol 
upon our ishind," "Tbe poor," returned Mr, 
Towiifley must be nlieved ; but how is it to bf 
dooef" Samuel replied, "The best way will 
be to call a meeting of the respectable inliab 
itants of the town, and to form a cominititT 
and then present relief will be given." Mr. I 
was affected wilh bis simplicity, and being eon 
vinced of Iiis integrity, observed, that if mi- 
measure could be devised to promote the public 
good, he would with great pleasure accede to it, 
and would set the example of a public subscrip- 
tion. He further added, that he would be glid 
to meet a committee of gentlemen, at tlie earlieM 
period, and at any hour of the day. Samuel 
proceeded, "This noble man sent the next morn- 
ing, by his steward, £)50. for the sutferers." 
A public meeting immediately followed for tlif 
purpose of taking into coneideralion the distrai 
of the poor; and if the "Village Blacksmith" 
had not the credit of entirely originating — cf 
which perhaps few will be disposed to rob liim 
— he was, at least, the cause of hastening it. 

Suffering in this ease, as in many others, 1< < 
to violence. But, said Samuel, "My soul iva- 
kept in perfect peace in the midst of all. Our 
friends would not let me leave them till the riiv 
turbances ceased. I prayed for the people, an' 
warned them of their danger. I told them, ili; 
if they did not drop it, they would be cut uli 
and the Lord stayed the wrath of man. Whin 
the Lord works, he works like a God,* Hf 
stopped the way of the wicked." 

• A poor, but pioiu iwfro-woman, being addrmtd by brr 
Incbrr on the piwlncM of God, wn* aiked, whctticr *hc wai mil 
•Moninhcd st bis mercy in gi^ioE '''' '""• ^"^ '''' ni"<Ic>cenuDu in 
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The writer attendpd a missionary meeting at 
Clitliero, in the course of the spring, at which 
Samuel was present, and at which he spoke. 
Saaiuel preached on the occasion, early iu the 
morning, and improved the case of the gaoler at 
Philippi, recorded in the Acts uf the Apostles, 
taking for his text the 31st verse. Many of the 
thoughts were original — some of them touching 
— not a few pertinent — but, as a whole, without 
connexion. 

Though his addresses, from a want of classi- 
fication, might be brought under the general 
appellation of Truth at random, still it was 
TRUTU ; and as such, God, in the aboundings of 
his mercy to the sinner, and in condescension to 
the instrument, lionoured it with the stamp of 
his own signet. A person but indifferently 
skilled in incentives to vanity, asked Samuel one 
(lay, how it could be accounted for, that while 
some of the most polished and systematic dis- 
courses of some preachers fell pointless upon 
the hearts of the hearers, Ms homely addresses 
took such effect. " Why," returned Samuel, 
" their preaching is like a line ; they go straight 

^PID^ UiatSon for her. She replied, she waa not. Supposing nhe 
was not suJTicieDtiy impresieil with the subject, auil dtfecti'e id 
Ibe 6ac feeling of gratitu'le, he conliaued to expatiate on the 
vastoeas and freedom of his love, giviufr odditioniil emphasil to 
hit langunge, and colourinj to his sulyect, clotdnjc npiiii with 
the question, " Wliat, are yoa not astonished at this?" "ifo, 
MossB," was still the reply. Turnin|f npon her witli a defcrrc of 
impatieDCe, "And why arc you nol aKtonidied!" he enquired. 
" Why, Mnasa, mc no a^itoniibed, becauw it be just like him T 
The si mplieily and sublimity of thtnnentimrnt, wliieh borders upon 
Ihat of Samuel Hick, biit leaving bim still in thp tbit both for 
nrigioalily and beauty, is rarely to lie equalled by the Jiayiaga of 
perHins in educated lociety, and fills us with regret to think that 
the Iwily of a mind so fit for frcecloin, should be in bondage to 
*nr probably many degrees her inferior in intellect, 

s 
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forward, anil onk hit oue: but mine goes out 
wid in — to the right and to the left, nud runnJii^- 
this wiky and ibat wav among a crowd, it is sure 
to strike some. He employed the same nit 
phorical language on unutfier occasion, to 
Rev. James Wood, only varying it in ilsappi 
tioa. "I cannot," said he, "go straight 
ward in preaching ; but when I miss my marl 
goiag, I often fell them in coming back agai 
It appears, that during this tour to " 
west," the " laburlous work," as he expres 
himself, through which he had to pass, was sucli 
as to reduce his physical strength. But in the 
midst of it he could sing, "Labour is rest, and 
pain is sweet;" and then would exultingly ex- 
claim, " God has been with me ; if I have loM 
weight in body, I have gained it in soul. He 
has given me strength according to my day." 
Horton,Wakeficld, and other places, werevisito! 
on his return. At one of them he took forlili 
text, I John i. /., and was rather pleased than 
otherwise, to find that a gentleman had taken 
his sermon in short-hand, anil still more so, tO 
know that he had been benehted by it, tliongli 
not a little surprised to be presented by him 
with half a sovereign at the close of the service. 
While in the Pately-Bridge circuit, which WM 
another of the scenes of his labour, in the course 1 
of this excursion, he wrote from Mr. Braraley'c, 
Brown Bank, and ia his letter, observes, "lam 
where my soul and body rest in peace — peacf 
that the world can neither give nor take away — 
a peace that is constant." The body and soul 
resting in peace, has all the quiet about it of a 
saint silently waiting in the grave for the morn- 
ing of the resurrection ; and It was this feeling. 
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that rendered the " laborious work" just refer- 
red to — easy, like St, Paul's " light affliclioii." 
Home had still its attractions, but his zeal 
permitted it to become only a partial resting- 
place. Passing over some other tieliis of labour, 
we find him towards the close of July, as appears 
from his letters, exercising his talents at Stam- 
ford-Bridge, Copmanthorjie, Acombe, and other 
places in the York circiut, and pressed to pay 
another visit to Bolton. One part of his busi- 
ness was, to beg for a chapel ; and " for every 
sovereign" received, be observed, "God gave 
Lis brethren and himself a soul." But thongh 
"plenty of money" was obtained, "no small 
stir" was made by the enemies of religion, when 
lliey witnessed the grace of God in the new 
converts. In the neighbourhood of Stamford- 
Bridge especially, persecution shewed its odi- 
ous front, in the steward of a gentleman of 
landeil proj)erty, who threatened to turn the 
farmers off their farms, if they persisted in at- 
tending the ministry of tlie Methodist preachers, 
Samuel " thought this a very hard ca.«e," and 
proceeded at once to the fountain head for re- 
dress — to the landed proprietor himself. He 
told the gentleman, that he came to " beg a fa- 
vour." On being asked the purport of his re- 
quest, he replied, " To ask you to let your tenants 
have the same liberty the king grants his sub- 
jects." Though partly alive to the subject, the 
replydemanded further explanation; and Samuel 
added, " To let your tenants go to the Metho- 
dist chapel," The gentleman, with considera- 
ble M'armth, interposed his interdict, Ktating, 
*tat they should not. Samuel continued to urge 
pplea, bv affirming that the tenants objected to 
S 2 
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were the btst "church-goers" in the neigh- 
hQurhoo((--that there was service in the Estab- 
lished Church uuly in the torenoon — and thai 
they wished to hear the Methodists in the after- 
noon. The threatening of the steward, which 
now appeared was only the echo of the roaster's 
voice, was repeated and confirmed ; and one of 
the reasons assigned was, that " the Methodi?u" 
were "a disaffected Deoole." This was a ten- 
der point. " , .iiiuel, "you do uol 
know them so well _ I have known them 
fifty years. They i most loyal body uf 
people living, am. e doing more guod 
than any other pet i earth : and, Sir, 1 
think it is very haru, )u should attempt to 
prevent your tenants iraying to God, who 
is sending his ju broad in our island, 
when prayer is tnc omj < ea^ion that can turn 
them aside." Samuel, alas, was dismissed wilh- 
out obtaining the object of his petition : but he 
still exulted in the firmness and perseverance 
manifested by the persons against whom the 
threatening was directed, and over whom it 
hung like an angry cloud; rejoicing especiallj 
in one whom he claimed as a " 7tame-sake." 

He paid another visit to York, and Stam- 
ford-Bridge, in March, 18*27; ^"^1 iii ^ letter, 
like a song of triumph, observed that lie was in 
his "t'lcDifut" — had "lived to sec good days" 
— never "saw such a revival before" — that if 
the Lord would only grant him the desire of bis 
heart, a "general revival," he would then "say, 
with old Simeon, Now, Lord, let thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation" — thai he had been "assisting to hold 
a lovclVast," and though he had been " a Me- 
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idist for so many years," he never experienced 

:h a lovefpast in all" his life — Ihat the sum of 
eleven pounds had been collectc<l in it for the 
"or" — that the "family increased" so rapidly, 
lother chapel would be necessary — that the 
friends in York liked" his "doctrine of sancti- 

ition" — that several had obtained "liberty," 
ttile he was preaching in St. George's chapel 

ind that some had been sanctified:" then 
irniag u|»>n Martha, whom he M'as addressing, 

proceeded, " I hope you are getting hold of 
le hem of onr Lord's garment, Yoii shall be 
8de whole. I know you once enjoyed sancti- 
^tion.* The fouut^in is still open. Tlie Spirit 
id the Bride say, Come." 

lu the course of this visit, ayounjjman heard 
Bi preach, who stood rebuked before God under 

* Martlia deprived hnwlfof an occnsicinul blesiing, llirough 
natural H-nmidi of her temper: and Ihc great difference in 
lucl, between his ciiiivertcd and unconrcrled ^lale, U percepti- 
Id the cffeet lie permitled it lu have upon hii mind. In the 
t JDatancp, be eitber rebelled or fled rroni it ; in tile w'l'iind, be 
Udl meekaess, exhortalioD, and onxlely to iiee ber enjrijring 
^rirtliUD of the dlspensiliuD under whirb slie lifed, Oa uQC 
kOori, prior to his conversion, he left the boo«, wilh an inteo- 
IMverto retorn. A friend aabini; him why be relented, Sa- 
fl replied, *■ Wby, bam, as I woa crouing the field, 1 aav Uw 

rv white' Iambi playing; they lo-oked «> innocent and happy, 
I Uioiight I could not learc tbem, and so went back ngain?' 

ibo1S| laid a lirnier bold of his lienrt, than the recollecticm of 
TOWS before the marriage allar. But now, an Martha bad 
s to bear with him, so, uncomplaining, he beari with ber; 
1 mutual good is the object of both. Siimud'a iinot the fint 
learl, that ban been amitten with lendemesa at tlie aght of a 
lamb; and timn tbe lint glance at the first lamb of thcseaion, 
there i» «rarcely any thing more calculated to awaken the aensi- 
tnlitiea of our tialiire. The aiaociatiant are too obvious to be 
lan ; and a heart so HUKceplilile of the lender and the 
iM ca)>alile uf being U'A in any direction, and wound up 
f^Dj pilch. 
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the woni. Nature and grace had a powerful 
struffgle ill the onset: he was so exasperated at 
Samuel, as to avow, if he ever went again to 
hear him, he would "take a rope and hang bim 
with it." Still the subject of conflicting feeliDgs, 
he went once more; butthelion no longershook 
bis mane for the contest: a little child might have 
led him. The same voice which roused his fui7, 
allayed it : he became calm — heard with atten- 
tion — mixed faith with aring — believed — and 
was saved. 
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CHAPTER X. 

rf vini fo London — ^laiogveai an inn on the road — fVat- 
■ Mbrloiiarg Meeting— pnachet at SoutlnraTk—eiaJtt 
w irvlh at the arpeme ofhuautn kmnsUdge — jiernnM bma- 
mfied by Mil public addreaten— his mitioiu of nerrmui complaiiitt 
^—hit leanut uisil to the metropolii — Mm, n'TOlhall ,- her tha- 
WraeleTt experience, and affliction — Samuera general i-ieiM and 
""WlnijH, Qf eoantcted ipltkhit seamdrMt — fiaada rlTenHOUtly 
trthe doctritaqftaactijieatiaa — iibothopposedandtupport^ 
' t b}f pernoni of the Bapiiit permaiion — rscetn» a genlh 
wnitiim fiwn Martha — a tpeeimen of one of hit public ad- 
ttei, vhen in dim of hit matt feltcitoui Moeda. 

His visit to the metropolis, which has only been 
incidentally noticed, deserves to be introduced 
tlistinctly and at large. He was there twice ; and 
though a period of eight yeare occupied the 
Space between, they are here classed together, 
Hot only because of the affinitj- of subject and 
place, as has been observed in other cases; but 
because of the non-importance of the one com- 
pared with the other, rendering a distinct notice 
less necessary. 

It appears in a communication from Mr. 
Wrathall to the writer, that Samuel's "first 
visit to London was in May, 1819," on which 
occasion " he remained somewhat more than a 
month." Though he had a daughter in Loo- 
don, then housekeeper to Mr. W., and other 
relations in the neighbourhood, a more powerful 
spring was found in the General Annual Wes- 
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lejiin Miii^ionary Meeting, to givpan impetus to 
hip moveraeuls towards the inetropolis, ihan 
either in frieiid^liip or relationship. Oil ihii 
trip, he rtmarksj " I Iiad a very pleasant journej, 
as I had the Lord with me; and the weatler 
being fine, made my way very comfortable. 1 
snug hymns in the'night to keep me awake." 
On the coach arriving at Retford, time was al- 
lowed for the passengers to take refreshmenV 
when Samuel and the other persons on the out- 
side alighted, together with four gentlemen (iron 
within. Samuel having as usnal beat "(jiiick 
time," suddenly dii^appeared. One of the inside 
passengers enquired pleasantly of the coachmsii) 
where the man was who " had been so merryoD 
the top," and was answered, that he had "go« 
into the kitchen." A request was immediatclj 
icnt, inviting him into the dining-room, ' 
which he complied. The room, the table, 
the provision, at first surprised him. To tl 
occasional and alternate interrogatories of eac 
he replied ; the substance of part of which is 
follows, and for the brevity of which every coacl^ 
traveller will be able to furnish an answer, bar 
ing been repeatedly saluted with the horn, whe 
bii appetite has urged him to stay. 

GenlleTtien. " We have sent for yoii, to M 
you to sit down at table with us." 

Samuel. " I am obliged : but I have ordert 
the waiter to draw me a pint of ale, and I ha« 
Pleiity of beef and bread will, me." 

Gent. " Vou have been such good compaw 

oir'".i'*'''''r'' ^'^ '■''^■"* y"" ^'*'' yo">" "ipper. 

hoiD^tai.'."' , ^ ^"^ *'«*". ""'I partook of the 
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Gent. "How far may you be going this 
road r' 

Sam. "To London." 

Gent. *' How far have you travelled ?" 

Sam. " FromMicklefield, near Ferrybridge.*' 

Gent. " What business calls you up to 
town?" 

Sam. "I am going to a noble missionary 
meeting." 

Gent. "Don't you think you have a poor 
errand?" 

Here an armistice was instantly proclaimed 
between Samuel and his supper, and looking 
expressively at the speaker, he said, 

"Sir, I would not turn back, if you were to 
give me five pounds for doing it." 

Gent. " Perhaps not. Who pays your ex- 
penses ?" 

Sam. " I pay my own. Sir. I have plenty of 
money; and if you dispute it,I will let you see it." 

Such a confession, in some societies — as he 
had upwards of £170 upon him — would have 
been prized, and his ignorance of the world 
might have been improved upon; but he was 
in honourable company. On his offer being 
declined, another of the gentlemen struck in — 

"There is a great deal of money spent upon 
the heathen. If we are to suppose that the 
Lord will never send them to a place of punish- 
ment for not believing in a Saviour of whom 
they have never heard, would it not be much 
better to let thfem alone ?" 

Sam. " The Lord has declared, that he will 
give his Son the heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion, — that the gospel of the kingdom shall be 
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preached in all the world, — ^and that then will 
come the end, when all sliall know him from the 
least to the greatest." 

He could not enter into the subtleties in 
which the question was involved, and with which 
it has often been perplexed by the selfish, the 
unbelicvinic, and the designing ; but be cast 
anchor in God's designs, commands, and pro- 
mises, which were the general notions be wished 
to express — ^his design to save, his promise to 
give, and his command to preach to the heathen; 
and there he remained riding in safety : what 
God commanded he considered himself bound to 
perform, and what he had promised, he knew 
he was faithful to fulfil. 

Gent, *' Do you intend to deliver a speech 
on the occasion ?*' 

Sam. " O no : I expect there will be a 
number of gentlemen at the meeting, from all 
parts of the world, and I hope to have the 
pleasure of hearing them make their noble 
speeches." 

Gent, "If you will promise to make a speech, 
we will come and hear you." 

The conversation was interrupted by the 
announcement of the horses being ready to start. 
Samuel resumed his seat and his song, and 
arrived in safety the next day in London. At the 
public meeting he found his way to the plat- 
form ; and to his great surprise, one of the gen- 
tlemen who had regaled him with his supper at 
Retford, took a seat next him, and presented 
him with an orange ; but he was still more 
astonished, wlicn the gentleman's name \va» 
announced as R.F.,Esq., of Bradford, Yorkshire, 
who was called upon to second a resolution. 
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The first chapel lie preached in was that of 
outhwark, aud the secoud Hind-street. On 
le first occasion iie look one of his favourite 
Kts, James i. 27- A gentleman uccosted him 
ter the service, in a frank way, — "My good 
i Yorkshiremati, though I could not under- 
wd the whole of your language, part of which 
ight have been i)anish for any thing I know 
the contrary ; yt-t 1 have had my soul hlessed 
liier your sermon." Samuel replied, " It 
fkes no matter, Sir, what the language is, if 
B soul only gets hlessed,"* The gentleman 
Tited him to spenda day at his house, stating, 

* Tbia ciTcumittance was attcrwards related and improved by 
BDcl in a miwdonaTy meelinj;, ina way equally expieasive of tiii 
oixnceanil his piety. Some olnierTaliuni hod beeu injile on tbe 
our rel)ui^ole to aequire the langiiagei, before a mii^iuDary 
lid be able to addrew bhnseirtollie lieathen, so aa to be uoder- 
Kl. Samuel, wbu was always impresKed with the hoUdd that 
was tailed to be a miaHiunaTy, aniJ look bi^ rUioaarjf v-oyage to 
iWefit IndieSf noticed m a preceding page, as an iatimatioQ of 

Heredlleperceived a much shorter cut acrosHlbelield ofla'baur 
■ad Irafel for others. Tbe Suuthwark geallemau was produced 
by him as ao exanapic of Ibe powec of truth to bless, without a 
knowledge of the language in which it was conveyed. This case 
wemed to impart new light — removed every Impediment — set a 
nissiunBry immediately upon his work ; and in its novelty, Samuel 
appeared tu have lost sight of the apntle's observaliona on an 
■■ unknown tongue." His error lay, not in a distUicUoa — had he 
liem able to cuuipreheDd it — between truth in the «pirtt and truth 
lU tlie letter, — lietween human language as addressed to tbe ear, 
■nd the poner of God as felt in the heart, — between rauad and 
sense, — tietween what a man may hear and what he may feel; 
— but in taking it for granted, tfaut it was that purtioa of tbe 
address which the gentleman did not uadrrEtand, rather than that 
which be did, which koi so beneficial to biro, — in taking it for 
granted that a special caw might be applied as a geueral rule, — 
and in supposing that the use of tile undentauding would be sus- 
pended rather than that the word should return vmd, and tbe 
work of grace should not go on. He now, in libs simplicity, added 

•^a coil, bis qvoli/lnifion,— the latter founded ( 

' V ctf tbe overwhelming power of God. 
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on Samael ob>er\-ing that, a^ a stranger, he 
woukl mit bt-ablt- to fiod hifi way, tliat he would 
oemi hi^ -unant lu omduct him thiihi-r. WliUc 
he M'a» yet in the vv:iin-, takiiii; a bitcuit audi 
g\a»» of trine — a treat with which h<- had been 
but rardy iadiilgMl in small countrv places— ■ 
ladj- cnUTMl, enquiring, under ttruatj fcclinf^ 
whether tihe could §ee the minister. Samuel rop- 
po^ing the enquiry to be for ODC of tlie [ireaofaen 
on the circuit, who was present, kept bis seal. 
The pFt-acher went up to the Udy, and requested 
to know whether it was the person that had been 
preaching she wished to see. Casting- a glaoot 
round the place, and fceeiug Samuel, she ei- 
claimed, " O ycg : that is the person." Saimtd 
sprang from his seat, with bi» wine ami biectiit 
in his hand, saying, "What do you please lo 
want with me, madam ? " " 0, 1 wish to t4>ll yoUf 
Sir," was the reply, " what I felt while you were 

f reaching. A trembling came all over i»e, and 
could not hold a limb Blill." Samuel who had 
but one cattse for all these'things, and happened 
to be correct in this instance, as well as in manr 
others, .said, " It is the work of the Spirit of God, 
and we will return the Lijrd thiinks for it." The 
proposition was accepted ; and he observed, 
"Tliongh she was dressed in fine silks, which 
crackled again,shekneltdownon the vestry floor, 
and while pleading, the Lord blessed her soul." 
Another case came under his observation, 
which was more obstinate than that of the lady, 
and axsumcd to him an air of novelty. He wat 
sent to pray with a gentleman, whose affliction 
was stilted to him to be a " nervous complaint." 
His own nerves beingof awiry make — living ina 
neighbourhood of health' — and moving generally 
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among that class of people whose nervous system 
is kept contuiuully braced by labour and by the 
breeze, he had to take both his head and his 
heart lo school on the subject. The malady 
assumed an awful appearance to him ; for when 
he entered the room, he remarked, that the 
person *'waB sunk ho low, that he lay on the 
!>ofA like a dead man." As he had but one cause 
for the stirrings of the human spirit, so he had 
hut one cure tor most of our maladies. Faith 
in Christ was his heul-nil, and was his grand 
specific here. He spent nearly a whole day 
with the gentleman, either praying with him, OP 
sitting by his side, blnging hymns, relating lua 
experience, and exhorting him to the exercise 
of faith. Iq his addresses he told him, tbat it 
wasonly'Mioly medicine" that "conld cure" him, 
and that "all the doctors in London could not 
cure a nervous complaint, for it was a soul com- 
plaint." On parting, the gentleman entreated 
nun to repeat his visit, and added, " I would 
freely give all I possess, to be as happy as you 
are." This case made a deep impression on 
Samuel's mind, and in his reflections afterwards, 
he remarked, " I pity any one who is troubled 
with this dreadful complaint; but I believa 
many fall into it for want of faith. They reason 
with themselves, and with the enemy, instead of 
reasoning with God, who say.x, 'Uonie and let 
us reason together.' " Little as honest Samuel 
icnew of the subject, he might have been further 
'iTong, than in supposing tbat mental agony 
will induce physical debility. While we cease 
lo u'under that the gentleman should look upon 
•"'l state as enviable, we are convinced that no 
, except a child in spirit, could have sat 
T 
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and Sling hymns by tlif side of so miicli misen 
— of one M-ho«- cpiril was tuned only for " 
"dark-woven lay." 

The principnl part uf liis time wax occiipird 
in visiting the sick, niul iii attending the imii- 
nancos of God; and thus engaged, he mlL''^ 
well say, "I was very happy all tlie time I u:i 
ill London." Business requiring his prcicin' 
at home, he remained only a tuunth in tin 
metropolis. 

His second visit was in 1837, hut (he dayan'l 
the month when he set off are uncertain ; a cor- 
respondent connected with the family stating ii 
to have been in May, while a letter written'bv 
himself hears testimony of his having been iii 
Yorkshire in the montli of July, The memnn 
might have possibly been depended upon in tin 
first instance; and the first visit liaving been ii 
May, might have been the occasion of the errui. 
His daughter Rosamond had entered the mar- 
riage state with Mr. Wrathail, in the interval 
of his visits. This took place in 1824 ; and tl 
was on account of her long and severe indispo- 
sition, that he took the present journey, Th* 
following brief narrative of this excellent'woman 
whom it may be proper here to introfliicc, wai 
published in the obituary of the Wesleyan Me- 
thodist Magazine, by the Rev. Richard Reecc:' 

"Mrs, Rosamond Wrathail was daughter of 

■ 182S, p. V>9. A curioiit '•PrusprrtUii for publiibiiir Ibf 
Life of the iatc SamuH Hick, of MicklcGeld," iiaued frum the prf* 
in the iiuinnicr ciT 1S30, which prutnisrd to ■■ contain (he eipni, 
enrr and happy dpalh of Mm. RiTHitLL, of London, daupbtfrd 
thr decpasFd, vho died whiltt he was in London." It ia pmomi 
that Ihc laic Mn. Wsath>,i.i. va« intended by the author, W' 
that, through hin ignorance of the suhject, he adoptfd ainllMf 
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"Mr. Samuel Hick, of MickSefieW, Yorkshire; a 
man generalty knowu, and highly esteemed for 
his usefulness among tlic Methodists tor uearly 
half a century; and who, with his pious wife, 
L'unsidered it their duty to impress u[)on the 
minds of their children the great trutks of the 
^'ospel. Early indications were given, that the 
lieart of Mrs. Wrathall was under the influence 
of divine grace. At the age of seven years her 
mind was enlightened to see the evil nature and 
ilreadful consequences of sin. Although she 
was humble and teachable, and wvy diUiful and 
•iffectionate to her parents, yet she felt the need 
uf pardon, and of the purification of her nature. 
Tbe period at which she receive*! the hlessiug of 
justification through faith in the merits of Christ, 
is unknown ; but it must have been at an early 
ige. During the whole of her Christian course 
)iie was an ornament to her profession, and was 
greatly attached to the Methodist conttexion. 
S[ic refrained from evil-speaking, and used her 
influence to restrain the practice of it in others. 
She put on the ornament of a meek and (juiet 
spirit, which is in the sight uf God of great price. 
Her disposition was naturally generous; and 
after her conversion, she was constantly devising 
liberal things. She spared uo labour nor ex- 
jiense to alleviate the necessities of the poor, 
aud lead them to Christ, She was a pattern of 
integrity and piety. At the commencement of 
her long affliction, she was deeply convinced of 
ihe need of a further work of gnice upon her 
Iieart ; and desired that her excellent father 
might be sent for, that she might enjoy the 

Cf his counsel and faithful prayers." 
lel, after a safe journey, alighted at the 
__ 
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Nor did he forget bis " oW servant Jackey," 
whuin lie wislicd tu be ntten<le<l tu, and pr^ 
■erved in liis blindness from fulling into tbe 
"bogs."* His desire to be useful led him torer 
quest Manila to enlarge hi» " furlough;" iiiti- 
mating at the same time his readinei^s to return 
on the first notice of his being- "wanted lit 
home." 

The only perwnal indisposition of whicb be 
had to complain, was a slight attack of cholen 
morbus, which he believed he had caught from 
one of the yoting men resident in the houKc, and 
which he therefore characterized as "smi/tle."f 
One of the most relieving considerations to hi* 
mind under it was — and this shows his anxiety 
to be useful — that it had not been permitted IV 
"take" him from his "work." The fiuddes 
death of a female — the affliction of bis daughtir 
— and the daily funeral processions along tin 
■treets of the city, produced a quickening inflih 
ence upon his soul, and furnished him witk 

• His parilaUty to thi? aDimal arose chiefly from tiij circuiu- 
■limv of it bsTing carrird tfac Rct. David Sloner around Ibt 
York circuit, to whom he was warmly attached, bolh ai- an nui- 
uenl Ktrrant of Gud, anil as faaviag litcn born war hia own boiH. 
And yrt, fur tbi« very attachment, 8ainuel might have nlood n- 
bahf d by bii own worda. Being at Aberford fair onre, and walk- 
In| with hit rrinul Mr. Dawaon among the crowd, he waji met b< 
■D anjuiilntBDcr. " Vnu look raal down," aaid Samuel, ■' what '» 
the matter wllh you ?" " I have lost a fine hor»e," was the re|i1j, 
naming Ha raloe. " Why, ble«* yon, man, yon made a god of 
it, und wonhipped it; Iworahippedafioe eive once, and God Inok 
bcr away rmni me." Such triM Samurl'a rooAolation uuder !«■> 
knd iiuch h)« occonoaal views orimproperatlarhoieiitit. 

t A prorindalrHn, denoting any thing rontai/imLi. llcwos iral 
K little delighted wiih what he considered a triumpb over the ipw 

' '"- 'tans, who bad conaulled the EngM 

~'~~ '-" "- — "Q the course of hii 
keep It Jl 
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'fining' and praying oh board some uf the 
vessels un the Tbamea — and, in tlie midst of all 
Itiis, olliaving" plenty of friends," and of being 
" bearty and happy." One of tlic vessels having 
lo pertbrm only a short voyage, and having 
reached her destination before he left town, 
nturning with fruit and spice, he took care 
Kvoutly to connect with his notice of her safety, 
■e prayer-meeting which he himself and some 
piends held " in the cabin," before her depar- 
bre; and also to exhort Martha, who was not 
kkely to be benefited by any part of the cargo, 
b make progress in piety, and both he and she 
prould hereafter be indulged with a taste of the 
Vgrapes" of the kingdom, and with " wine on 
Ute lees, well refined." It was here that he not 
pnly atteaipted to moralize, but to philosophize ; 
Bating it to be his opinion, that if the Lord had 
iKt "sent the tide through the city, to sweeten 
ne air, a plagH«" would have been the result ; 
k though the tide had followed rather than pre- 
peded the foundation of its walls. But Samuel 
has a Christian, not a philosopher ; his head was 
R8S the receptacle of knowledge than his heart 
l^s of grace. While he laboured As though the 
kimortal interests of the whole of the inhabit- 
intsof the city rested upon him, he cast a glance 
if solicitude towards hotne, telling Martha, that 
u was "not out of sight, out of miud:" and 
■equesting to be informed how she was " in. 
pedy and soul ;" repeatedly forwarding her not 
gOnly " parcels," but what he kneM' she " liked " 
w — a "cheap letter," His letters indicate also 
pOkep anxiety for the prosperity of the work of 
|Cod at Micklefield ; and, among others, an ardeut 
iriesire for the salvation of a " Mr. Coulsou." 
T a 



J 
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Nor did be forget his " old servant Jackey," 
whom lie wished to be attended tu, and pre- 
icrvcd in lii» blindness from tailing into tlie 
"bogs."* HiB desire to be useful led him lo re- 
quest Martha to enlarge his " furlough ;" inti- 
mating at the same lime his readiness to return 
on the first notice of his being "wanttd at 
home," 

Tlte only jiersonai indisposition of which lie 
hid to complain, wan a slight attack of cholera 
morbus, which he believed he htid caught from 
one of the young men resident in the house, and 
wliich lie therefore characterized as "smiftle."^ 
One of the most relieving considerations to lii> 
mind under it was — and this shows his anxiety 
to be useful — that it had not been permitted tu 
"take" him from his "work." The Eaiddes 
death of a female — the alHiction of his daughter 
— and the daily funeral processions along th( 
■treets of the city, produced a quickening influ- 
ence upon his soul, and hirnished him witli 

■ Hia partiality to this animal arose chiefly frorn the circLnr. 
(tatice of it baTing carried tbe Rcr. David Sloner nroum) lb- 
Vorli circuit, lo whom he vas *rarnily ntlached, l»th uit ui en . 
neat H:rTaiit of God, an J as huving licen born ncHr h'n own huii' 
And fel, fur tbii very attBchnu-nt, Samuel might haie >Howi •- 
baVed by hit nirn words. Being at AberTord fair onre, and "M 
Ing vllb Lb frienil Mr. Dawiiaa antong the crtnrd, be wn* mel <■• 
■a acqiHJatance. " Vuu louk raal down," mid ^mucl, " wbal k 
the matter wilh you ?" "I liare loit a fine hone," wan ibe rep'ji I 
namioK iti value. " Why, bleu yoo, man, you made a f^od of j 
n, and woraiiipped it; 1 Kondiipped a fine ewe once, and God Udt I 
ber away from me." Such was Samuel's coniiolation uuder twh I 
Bod auch hia oceanional views oriinproperatfaehmcnls. ] 

+ A provincialism, denoting any thing amtaipoiu. lie wa* iik' 
k little delighted with what be considered a triumph over tbe Ieik 
nnceoTsoiue of the oietropulilans, who bud consulted the Encliii 
DidJonarv Tor the term, he having told them in tb« course of li> 
■eimon, that " nin vrtm niu'f/e,"^.exhorting them to keep at liu 
ntnoat diitnnce from it. 
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iooaable preaching and conversational topics, 
BUiuiing on the whole the necessity of a con- 
int preparation for another state of being*. 

His peculiarities in manner and dialect at- 
icted attention; iind among others with whom 
I conversed, and who were induced to hear 
m preach, were some persons of the Baptist 
^rauagion. While a few of these contested the 
letriiie of " entire sanctificatioii" with him, 
hers of them admitted its necessity and attain- 
ent. One of the latter addressed a letter to 
m on the subject, whicli he intended to insert 

his " Life." Treating on it in a letter to 
urtha, he observed, " I have preached ever 
Bce I came to London, a full, free, and pre- 
Dt salvation ; and 1 will continue to preach It 
hile I have life and strength. Thousands have 
iard me. I have told them, that if the king 
ere to make a decree, that the man preaching 
is doctrine should have his head taken off, I 
buld at once go to the block, proclaiming as I 
>nt, with a loud voice, that Hounkss belong- 
a unto the honee of the Lord for ever, and 
>uld there die for it like a martyr." 

Preachingin one of the chapels, on "Blessed 
e the pure in heart, for they shall see God," a 
male who had heard him, professed to have re- 
ived the blessing, after havingsoughtitforthr 
ticeofseventeeuyears. Ayoungman also bore 
e same testimony, in one of the lovefeasts. Some 
these cases were entered into his homeepisto- 
?y correspondence, adding to the narrations. 
Yon see what u poor instrument the Lord can 
ork with ! — either by a ram's horn, or by the 

)wingof a cock. But he shall have the glory; 

will not give it to another; he has purchased 
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it witli hU bluod." These intimatious led Mar- 
tha to luuk upon his stute with a little jealuusv; 
and oti I'urnishing him with a portion uf ballatl 
— a Ikbonr ot love for which she was well quali- 
fied and ahvaysi ready — !ie replied to her, "I » 
thankful fur yuur advice ; and J hope God w 
keep me iu the dui-t. 1 ai^sure you, 1 have ofb 
to cry out, ' Lord, enlarge uiy heart, and fill i 
I sometimes think 1 shall sink under the weig 
of love: and if ! should be called away in sui 
a fitate, O how sweet it will be to fall asleep 
the anus of Jesus !" 

While urging his hearers to seek hoiiues 
he broke out on one occasion, somewhat in tl 
following strain : " If any of you had a sum 
money left to you by a friend, you would put. 
your claim and prove the will. Jesus Cbri 
han made his will ; and his will is your sancti 
cation. You may put in your claim for t 
blessing by simple fallh. The property helon 
to every believer. Our Lord made a just w 
He left all his children share and share aUki 
the youngest the same blessing as the oUIe 
' The weakest believer that hangs upon hij 
may have it. It is faith that lays claim to 
Faith says, ' It is my property.' Faith has 
hands. It takes hold of the blessing with t 
one, and contiimes to hold it fast by the othi 
Stretch out the hand of faith then, Take t: 
property your dear Lord has purchased for^t 
and for all believers." This is truth in puai 
costume : and yet, honoely though it be, it is t 
only more dignified in its character, but t 
imagery is better selected, as well as more co 
sistentjy supported than that which has be 
sometimes employed by doctors and dignitariea 

• « B Seraion preftchcil a> coarl, the velcbralcd Dr. SiH 
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What gave him peculiar pleasure, in refer- 
ence to his favourite theme of sanctification^ 
was, the circumstance of receiving an invitation 
to take tea with two of the preachers, at the 
house of a lady who had travelled the path of 
holiness upwards of half a century, and who had 
entertained the venerableFounderof Methodism. 
With this Christian matron he compared notes; 
and remarked, ^^ She has enjoyed pure religion 
ever since Mr. Wesley's day ; and the best of all 
is, she enjoys it now. It is natural for us to 
taJk about that which we love. Her experience 
is just the same as mine. I am glad when I find 
anyone that enjoys the blessing." 



irks, in speaking of the delights of a soul ^ darified*^ by grace, 
*No man, at the years and vigour of thirty, is either find of sugar 
pbtmlts or rattles. ^^ Another observation is, << No man would pre- 
9&rre the itch on himself, only for the pleasure of scratching ^^'-^ 
SimBfOMs, Serm. I. Prov. iii. 17. 

• A rchbishop Tillotson, in his Thanksgiving Sermon before the 
King and Queen, Oct. 27tb, 1692, on Jer. ix. 23, 24, speaking of 
bH Majesty V preservation in. the field of battle, says, << I do not be- 
lieve, that from the first use of great guns to that day, any mortal 
ever had his shoulder so kindly kissed by a cannon bullet,^* 
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CHAPTER XI. 

fonlinuu >n London — on epitome of a veek'i labour — Mri 
tVrathaWt religiout eajoifnualf — Samuel jHftti iDtlk one ok- 
verttd Jew, and attemjiU the Chrinluin improtemenl of anolhtr 
— preochei out of doort — i'iii(» Michael A Hgslo T^lor, Eiq.— 
,furttter aCCOHtd of Mrt. WTatball—SamatCt atefalaeit—tJi 
Une of Torkthire — enjtqit a Tide into ikt coantrg — goa ah 
Kenl—teyit-preuching — ii reprorndfiir limd pragitig—liu rleiu 
of death — Kpirilaaliset a fhviiilETitorm — nn African — Mri, 
Wrathairt death—Samuel rttilt W'tndmr— h rendered a blat- 
ing to Ihe people — returnt to London — u called into YoTtthin 
tojiTeaeh a funeral lermon. 

Iti following Samuel during his residence inllic 
metropolis, it wilt furnish some variety, if spe- 
cial cognizance be taken of the more iiicidenwl 
part of his history. His life was one of Inci- 
dent: every motion, like scenic representation, 
told on the eye and the ear of the by-stauder, 
unfolding his habiliideir and feelings. Thou^ 
no regular journal was kept, the following 11 
be considered as nearly in the order, with tfl 
or three exceptions, in which the occu 
and conversations took place: 

July. Persons visiting the metropolis, liH 
those who cross the line for the first tim 
obliged to conform to certain ceremoiiieo, 
not of dipping, at least in dressing. Samuel's 
raiment was generally plain, both in cut and 
quality ; and when not employed in the smithy, 
extremely clean. His coat was rarely permitte ~ 
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who come to see ber in her affliction. She en- 
joys perfect love — that which casts out aU fear 
— and is fit either for living or dying. I often 
tliiuk, if you were to i^ec her in this happy state, 
it would rejoice your heart. It is above all riches 
to see a dear child ot ours so happy. Her dear 
if hush a lid outstrips all the men I ever saw for af- 
(Jlion. She wants for nothing that the world 
a bestow : and your dear Ann waits upon her 
||th tenderness. They are like a three-fold 
, twisted together in love. We have no- 
|ting bnt peace, joy, and love." These endear- 
lents, together with the kindness of friends, 
1 extensive field of uscfiiluess, led him 
^ther to observe to Martha, "I find a noble 
/ of Methodists in this city, and I am very 
i I am one of the members of this noble fa- 
pily. If I had you with me, we would end our 
_H here." 

As nearly all classes of persons attached 
jemselves to him in the Hue in which he moved, 
^he found himself comfortable everywhere; 
Bid hence, spoke of having "many homes" — not 
)emg "able to supply all" his friends with his 
■ Society, Among others who clung to him was 
a Jew ; but whether on account of his piety or 
i^ingularity, is unknown. A Jew, to Samuel, 
was as great a phenomenon in society, as he also 
was an extraordinary specimen of an adherent of 
the Christian Faith. Of this singular people he 
knew very little, except what he had collected 
from the Bible. Impressions of distance, both 
as to ^inieand place, with him were always con- 
nected with their history ; and through his as- 
sociating the holy city and the personal manifes- 
^fitionof Christ anion^ them in all his reflections, 
' U 
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to preaefa nt Albion-sirei-t; and to-day he hat 
been at Chelsea Mi^donary Meeting-. I( is dor 
ten o'clock, and he has just arrived by coach. I 
UBUre jrou uiy d«-ar father is in liigli glee. Hf 
telln u» Ibnt lie liat had a good time ; aud ibt, 
while be was speaking, the persons u|)od ibr 
pUdbriD almost stamped it down.* They all 
ahook bunds with him, told him they wcro 
obliged to liim for his services, and paid hii 
coMsb-five. Wherever he g'oea, the pcuplcb 
»ite him back aifaiii. You see how your bu*- 
band i» beluved." 

Tboagh Mrs, W.was pleased wiili ihe respMl 
paid to her father — and it woiihl have beei 
Mraageif a little n.-:tural feelini^ had not c!=capcii 
— she re>naine<l the (?aine humble Christian u 
before; nor was it with Samuel any thing ebt 
but the mere ebullition of the moment. Persoul 
piety eeeiued to 'include every thing beskin, 
both in hiiufielf and in others ; and the progm 
of it was particnlarly watched in his dauglitt-r. 
"I believe," said he, iu writing of her to bis 
partneV, " the Lord has sent me to London to 
learn gratitude from the heart of your own fleili 
and hlood. 1 nevpr saw stich a happy creature, 
or one more thankful, in all my life. She hv 
often been made a blessing to my sou! sii 
came hither ; and not only to me, but to otiien, 



Dthen vere speaking, I 

tene loijk ]iluee wnnic Umepnono tun, aaa rpiirer liu 
AddrCKsiDg an auilirnre at a public meetiDg, and brina; very on 
matt^i hi* pomJcruun marements shook the wbote pljiltonn. JM 
at tlip moment of Applying a milijpct, and rayinfCi " Tbiia ' 
that the prupbets wpnl," Uir part on wbich he stood guTc 
and be iiutantly liiuippcnred. Fnrluaatcly do iiyury wa 
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tradesiuaa, hoping to benefit by the ignorance 
of an inexjierienced coimtryiuan. But his soul 
possessed supenur attraction to Samuel thau 
'[her his shop or his window; and lie ivas not 
^bouthope, that he might be of service tohitu. 
Kth unusual caution and deliberation, he paee<l 
ickward and forward bolbre the old gentlc- 
' I door. The morning was pleasant, in 
Kichhe rejoiced. He had not been there long 
f)re the object of his desire made his appear- 
Tliey exchanged looks, when Samuel 
wtcd him ; " Bless the Lor<l ! here is a fine 
■ning," " It jsb, it ish fery fine," replied the 
j immediately enquiring — as he was old, 
d could not go into the city to seek it — " Vat 
Ete besht news in te city f " " Tlie best news 
I can hear," replied Siiiuutl, "is, that 
tsus Christ is pardoning sinners and sanctifying 
believers." " Poh, poh," rejoined the old man, 
turning up his face, " tuff and nonsliensh ! it ish 
alt telnshiou." Samuel wa.< as ill prepared for 
this, as the Jew had been for what he had ad- 
vanced, and observed, with a view to produce 
instantaneous conviction — as he concluded the 
testimony of his own experience would be ever? 
way demonstrative to both Jew and Gentile, — 
"Ifit he ii delusion, it is a 6/essf f/ delusion ; for 
I am very happy in it. No, no, Sir: 1 know 
better, I have known for the last forty years, 
that Jesus Christ has power upon earth to for- 
give sins, and also, to cleanse from all unrighte- 
ousness," Alas, for Samuel, he ploughed only 
on ttic rock : the old man turned Ids back upoii 
him in a rage, as though Samuel had intended 
to insult liini — entered lirs shop — and shut the 
door in his face. Samuel looked after him ^^■ith 
V2 
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Nor (lid he forget his " o!<i servant Jackcy," 
whom lie wished to be attendixl to, and prc- 
«ertx-d in his blindness tVom t'allini; into fia 
"boffs."* His desire to be useful led him to re- 
quest Martha to enlarge his " furlough;" inti- 
niuting at the same time his reactinots lo retnri 
on the first notice of his being "wanted iK 
home." 

The only personal indisposition of which lie 
had to complain, was a slight attack of cholen 
aiorhus, which he believed he had caught froB 
one of the young men resident in the house, and 
which he iheretorecharacterizedas "smittte."i 
One of the most relieving considerationfl 10 M» 
mind under it was — and this shows his anxiel)' 
to be useful — that it had not been permitted tu 
"take" him from his "work." The sudden 
death of a female — the alHiction of his daughter 
— and the daily funeral processions along tlif 
■treets of the city, produced a quickening influ- 
ence upon his soul, and furnished him with 



a thi» 



e chiefly from the ci 



inly aUocbnl, twlh an ui Mni- 
n burn ncHr his uwn tiocM- 
i might have Hloudic 



Yorfc circuit, W 

OEDt wrruit of Guil, nnil as hav 

And yet, for thi4 lety aftaihuii , 

huk^d by hit uwn words. Being at Aberford Mr onre, and nlk- 

ing with hia friend Air. Daitiinn amnng the crowd, hr wiw mrt ij 

an acquaintodcc. " You Jouk ca^t down," tiaid Samuel, ■' wbal i> 

(he matter wilh yon ?" " 1 have lust a line horoe," was the rcpl}. 

naminn; Hi value. " Why, bleu yon, man, you mndp a pxl d 

It, unci worabip[ied it : I wonhippedafine ewe once, and God look 

ber away from me." Such was 9ainuel'i cotuuilatiun under lo*. 

and such bis occasional vietra ofimproperatlachmenls. 

t A provinHalism, denoting any thing ronfar/iOm. lie wan DOl 
• lillle delighted wilh what he con^dered alriompb orertlie igno- 
"nee of wine of the metropolitans ^^o hud conBiilted the Engbb 
^^it^onary for the term, he having told them in the courw of hit 
*"'non, that " sin wait mfMb,"— exhortiag them to keep at tfct 
■"mort dirtance from rt. ''^ 
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seasonable preaching and conversational topics, 
grounding on iliu whole the necessity of a con- 
stant preparation for anotlier state of being'. 

His peculiarities in manner and dialect at- 
tracted attention; and among other^i witli whom 
be conversed, and who were induced to liear 
him preach, were some persons of the Baptist 
persuasion. While a few of these contested the 
doctrine of " entire sanctification" with him, 
others of them admitted its necesf^ity and attain- 
ment. One of the latter addressed a letter to 
liim tiu the subject, which he intended to insert 
in his "Life." Treating on it in a letter to 
Martha, lie observed, " I have preached ever 
since I came to London, a full, free, and pre- 
sent salvation ; and 1 will continue to preach it 
while 1 have life and strength. Thousands have 
heard me. I have told them, that if the king 
were to make n decree, that the man preaching 
this doctrine should have his head taken off, I 
would at once go to the block, proclaiming as I 
went, with a loud voice, that Holiness belong- 
cth unto the bouse of the Lord for ever, and 
would there die tor it like a martyr." 

Freachingjn one of the chapels, on "Blessed 
arc the pure in heart, for they shall see God," a 
female who had heard hi m, professed to have re- 
ceived the blessing, after havingsought it for the 
Sace of seventeen years. A young man also bore 
e same testimony, iuoneofthelovefeasts. Sonis 
of these cases were entered into his home episto- 
lary correspondence, adding to the narrations, 
"You see what a poor instrument the Lord can 
work with ! — either by a ram's horn, or by the 
crowing of a cock. But he shall have the gloryj 
, be will not give it to another; he has purchased 
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the disappointment ofafon-Ier, who, having lib' 
charged his piece, and expecting the game to 
drop at a wbort distance, sees it on the wing, aid 
untouched; yet expressed his gratitude, in "no! 
beitig numbered with unbelievers." It is notu 
little amusing to find hira in the cliair of Lavalir 
after this, pronouncing his opinion witli llic 
precision of a physiognomist. " I can tell a 
Jew," said he, " as I pass him on the street ; for 
iiis countenance is gloomy and dark ; not like 
that of the Christian, which is cheerful and 
pleasant : and who has such a right to be cheer- 
ful as the man that has Christ formed in him 
the hope of glory?"* 

On finding that he could make but little 
impression upon the Jew, he again turned to 
the gentile. The " morning meetings," at fire 
and six o'clock, which were well attended, wwe 
among the most salutary he enjoyed. On one 
occasion, a foreigner, who had attended ontrf 
curiosity, was deeply affected, and three pertioiu 
professed to have received the blessing of purity- 
After the nieetiTigs he was often taken away to 
visit the siek, anfl pray with the penitent. One i 

■ Tbit iraa not bis lint attempt ut phjuiugaomy ; nuc wubc | 
peculiar in hu vicm DUtbe «ubjt:ct. He had rrod I«iah, <r)iq, b 
speaking of crrtain dmracten, tij<, "Tlip iJiew of Iheir roalb' I 
nance dotb wUiicss againsl theia ■" nnJ he had a notiun lint 
religion would iniiicove tile txteriOT, ai well as tiie inieriar, tl 
eiery hDman being. Tlieae riewB recaped in piuyer once, while 
he wan impluring lUe hieing uf Ood upon a ftiuale irlio acted i" 
therapatilf of cook in a family vliicfa lie riiited. Ilnving hmd 
a little uf the penuiD in qiitstian, anil hiiviiig inferml frooi Ibt 
prculiar curr;iture and expceuion of the fiice, tbnt tihe was aol 
filcused with a rediindancir of the mildct qnalilics which grace the 
■uftrr pi.H of cri'ntion, he piajed for the lulgugatiun of eict] 
impruprr trmprr ; and aa an indurctient (o her to arek atttr ftt- 
Hjnal piety, he said he waisuce, "if her bduI were converted tott ' 
lilt wimid look five pounds better Iban she did then." 
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f)f the persons who came befure him he suspected 

Kbe affected with worldly sorrow; and this is 
e more remarkable, as he had more charit)' 
bati judgment in all cases of distress : another 
« was called to visit — a Btationer — was in deep 
espair. With a view to attract persons who 
ipver attended a place of worship, he tnrned 
iDtinto the street, and stood up, accompanied 
y a local preacher, in a large square. The 
ouseholders threw open their windows to listen 
[I him, and the people continued to crowd 
round him, till the congregation might be 
enotninated large. A person, in a state ol" 
Intoxication, threw a bunch of flowers at him. 
|jd was otherwise turbulent. Some of the 
iends were about to rcniovc him by violence, 
rhen Samuel said, " Let liini alone .- he cannoi 
urt me, and I am sure 1 shall not harm him." 
lie man was subdued by the mildness of the 
ddress. " The lion's mouth," said Samuel, 
[was stopped." While preaching he felt great 
MKterneKs of spirit. This was soon manifested 
ythe people; for, in the language of Creech, 
|The melted is the melting heart." He ex- 
erted — he beseeched — he reproved — he wept 
-the people wept in concert with him — and , 
Bving forgotten his pocket-handkerchief, he 
(B-rowed one of a friend, to wipe aivay the 
!ars which rolled down his face. The bunch 
f flowers was hailed by him as a slight expres- , 
on of " persecution," in the honours pro- 
DUQced on which he "rejoiced." I 

Samuel was one who could more readily • 
Ecollect a kindness than an injury; and con- A 
wdering himself indebted to Michael Angelo I 
uaylor, Esq., for his licence, who then resided J 

L J 
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ill London, ami viewing him witlial, in liis 
own wonts, as an " old neighbour," he went 
to White Hall to pay his respects to him. The 
statesman expressed himself as glad to see him, 
enquiring the occasion which had brought him 
to town. On being informed that it was llic 
affliction of his daughter, Mr. T. signified his 
regret. Samuel on the contrary, told him tie 
felt no sorrow on her account, for she was " vprv 
happy, and ready for her paas^age to gloiy." 
Mr. T. ordered the butter to give tiim some re- 
freshment; the apparent kindness prompting 
which, was of greater value to Samuel, tlian 
the most costly viands. 

Samuel remarked towards the ctoss of the 
month, as Mrs. Wrathall's health still declined, 
" Our dear child will be safe landed on Canaan's 
happy shore in a short time. I never saw such 
a patient creature as she is. She has not 
pain, and will have nothing to do but fall ash 
She began to change last week, and groi 
weaker and weaker," Two or three days aftei", 
lie observed, "I have just been giving your dear 
child her breakfast. If you only saw her in her 
affliction — so thankful, so happy, 1 am sure it 
would rejoice your heart. If she is spared a 
little longer, it will be for the glory of God ami 
the good of those that come to see her. She has 
many friends ; I can scarcely go any where but 
I find tlieni. Your dear Ann is a miracle. She 
is not afraid of going out to hear me preach, I 
hope, both you and me, and all our children, 
and even our cliildren's children, to the third 
and fourtti generation, will meet at God's right 
hand." On the 30th of the month, he added, 
" Your dear child is very happy ;" then proci 
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iag to generalize, " we are all peace : Ann and 
1 have been taking »omc refreshment together, 
aad have just been at ths family altar. I hope 
you do not forget this duty ; and be sure you do 
not fAnch yourself for comforts. I often think 
of you when 1 sit down to a good dnnier, and 
wish I had you, my dear, to share it with me. 
But if we do not sit down at one table now, we 
ghall eat at our Father's table together here- 
after. My lot is cast in a pleasant place. When 
1 want to retire to read or write, I have a room 
to go into. I would not swap (exchange) place 
with the best nobleman in this citj-." 

Adgdst. This month presents but little 
ifariety, besides the regular work of preaching, 
praying, and visiting, with the exception of a 
^ickening influence in one of the prayer- 
meetings, which was held after he had preached, 
in which a person of the Roman Catholic per- 
luasion was awakened. Having to go a con- 
liilerable distance to his lodgings, he departed 
from the place about ten o'clock at night, leav- 
ing, as he expressed himself, "the friends plead- 
ing for the slain." Before the close of the month, 
Ws Yorkshire phrases, his zeal, and the influence 
attending his homely addresses, rendered him 
father conspicuous among his fellows. To this 
9ie was not altogether blind; and remarked in 
•the confidence of a man to his wife, "lam well 
known in London ; the more work I do, the 
more I have to do, and when it will all be done, 
i cannot tell. I have great pleasure in it. The 
Lord is saving souls." Then, as before, he urged 
Martha not to pinch herself; "for," he added, 
" I am sure we have as much as Mill keep you; 
and as for me, my Master, whom 1 love and 
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thing like fairplav, and witli whom resi)iratiOB 
(teemed to bt aided. Mr. Knight drove him 
fifteen Diiles into tlie country in a gig. He felt 
like a child lei loose iVom the unrsery. Absence 
had given additional richness u> the verdur& 
"I was glad," said lie, "to see the fields lookw 
greeu. The Lord is sendinf; us a MicljaelmM 
summer, and a fine seed-time. He is makiug 
up for the loss of last year. Bless his dear 
name ! lie is very kiinl to us. After taVing llir 
rod t« lis, he then shows us his salvation. Ht 
never does wrons; : lie does all in love ; ami it 
is well done. Whai we know not now, we shall 
know hereafter." 

He was fiivoured wiih a still further treat, 
ill heing taken into Kent, by Mr. Cooper, who 
marriefl his niece, and with whom he reiuaioed 
ft fortnight. On his return he made a collect 
for a Sunday School; and such was the 
course of people, that he was obliged to pr< 
out of doors. The collection amounted lo al 
double the Rum to what it had been on 
former occasion. 

Mr. I'ocock's plan of leut-preaching, wbt« 

had reached the metropolis, presented a novel 

scene lo Samuel ; and in one of these he liHJ 

forth the word of life. But in no meeting, ola 

purely religious character, did he appear so 

1 much' in his element, as in those he held tiher 

I preaching,to which there has been such repealed 

I reference. In one of these, in the course of lliis 

I month, after he had made a collection fur * 

I chapel, which had undergone some repairs, he 

I gave the people an account of a plan adopted in 

I the York circuit, duriiiga revival. He toldthciu 

■ that the friends "set lliree hen/13" {bencdies}, 
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for penitents — another for backsliders — and 
tfaird for those tliatwuntcil full salvation; and 
t wliile they sung a verse or two of a hymn, 
: people filled the benks, Tliey then went u> 
Iyer, and the Lord poured ont his Spirit upon 
tn. Whether this systeiiiatie plan was adopted 
the metropolitans on the occasion, is not 
led ; but it is affirmed, thai ten persons were 
Bsed, — sonic with pardon, and others with tb« 
IctificatiDii of the Spirit. He closed the month 
Sttending one of the Quarterly Meetings, and 
^preaching at St. George's Chapel. His ex- 
lent daughter continued to approach nearer 
1 nearer the grand boundary tine which 
Mes lime and eternity — her fairest prospects 
*be one side, and her infirinitiee only on tlte 
er. 

'October. While some of the preachers and 
fndswerechanicterized by Samuel as ''Aames 
rore others who were less favonr- 
e to his mode of proceeding, and of course 
uired mure zeal. But having onlyone straight 
vard course, admonitory iuterpositiouB were 
lierally fruitless. A female having been cou- 
^nced of sin while he was preaching on Rom. 
viii. 13, was in deep distress in one of the prayer- 
meetings. He knelt down to pray for her ; and 
experiencing unnsual freedom, he elevated his 
voice to an extraordinary height. " One of the 
London preachers," said he, " came lo me, ami 
pulled iiic by the coat. I asked him what was 
the matter; and he told me not to pray so loud, 
as another person was in distress in the chapel, 
and it produced confusion. But I took no notice 
f his discharge: I prayed on till the Lord set 
r soul at liberty; and she declared it in the 
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thing like fair play, and witli whom rcsplrationl 
•weuietl tu be aiiled. Mr. Knight drove hiial 
fifteen miles into the country in a gig. He fell 
like a child let loose Iruin the nursery. Absene 
had given additional richness to the verdwrt 
" I was glad," said he, " to see the fields look q 
^een. The Lord is sending us a Micliaelm _ 
summer, and a fine seed-time. He is makia| 
up for the loss of liisl year. Bless his tie* 
mime ! he is very kin<l tu us. After taking tl 
rod to us, he then shews us his salvation. ' 
never does wron^ : he lioen all in love ; andA 
is well done. What we know not now, we ti)f 
know hereafter." 

He was favoured with a still further treii 
in being taken into Kent, by Mr. Coopei 
married his niece, anri wilh whom he reniaiiM 
X fortnight. On his return he made a collection 
for a Sunday School ; and such was iho coa- ^ 
course of people, that he was obliged to preacb I 
out of duors. The collection amounted to about I 
double the num to what it had been on apT ] 
former occasion. 

Mr. Pocock's plan uf Imt-preacliing, wfaich 
had reached the metropolis, presented a nov^ 
scene to Samuel ; and in one of these lie 1 ' 
forth the word of life. But in no meeting, i 
purely religious character, did he appear ( _ 
raucli in bis element, us in those he held alter 
preaching,to which there has been such rcpcateil 
reference. In one of these, in the course of ihi* 
month, after he had made a ciillectioii for h 
chapel, which had undergoue some repairs, hi- 
gave the people an account of a plan adopted in 
theYorkcircuit, during a revival. He tohllhno 
that the friends "set tliree hcnks" (benches),— 
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■is Spirit, to ealig;bteii evcrj' sinner's con^c't- 
KDce ; and tliat he would, by the precious bltK>d 
■if Christ, cleanse the hearts of all true be- 
jpever^, as be has washed the tiles and the street) 
[■•f thiicity." 

1 He had laboured and prayed much for ibe 
neatbeu; and though divided from tbc-m by seas 
hnd coiitinenu, a circuiu5laDce occurred, which 
l^ipeared to bring them to his own door, in the 
llwrson uf a black, who ^at as bis hearer in one 
Mfthecbapels. His hue awakened all Samuel's 
mmpathies for the negroes of the West India 
nnlands. So much was his mind absorbed in the 
nibject, that the whole congregation of whitee 
bpeared to be concentrated in this swarthy son 
mat Ham. He told them that God was no reit- 
becter of persons, — that persons of all nations, 
■rorkiug righteousness, were accepted of him, 
I— and that colour, size, and age made no diffe- 
Ifence to him, provided ihcy came as penitents 
|to his footstool. Such were the eflFects produced 
ray his pointed and personal appeals, that the 
»]ack got up in the midst of the people, and at- 
jtested the goodness of God personally tobiniself. 
Hi the forgiveness of all bis sins. Samuel went 
pome with bim — he being in comfortable cir- 
pbmstances — and took mipper with bim ; and 
mas pleased to find, that " he had as clear i 
witness of the Spirit as a white man," The last 
expression would seem to indicate as though he 
bad been infected with the slave-holder's cant, i 
that negroes are an inferior race of beings, and I 
incapable of improvement ; and for the weakest I 
and must innocent minds to receive a taint from J 
ihe opinion, in its progress through European ' 
society, only shews the necessity of mooting it, 
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he could scarcely have been more interested, if 
the fable of the wandering Jew had been rea- 
lized in his presence, or if a Hebrew had stolen 
out of the sejiulciirc of his lathers at Jeriis.-.leni, 
and, in his travels, had reached England, than 
the concern he felt in looking upon the [)ersoti 
in question. "I was planned," said he, "lo 
preach in City- Road Vestry; and I got into com- 
pany with a converted Jew. He is a fine youii^ 
man, &nd ia as ck'itr in his experience as i am. 
I was delighted with his company. A pious lady 
has sent him over to London to be instructed io 
divine things. His parents have turned him oat 
of doors for becoming a Christian; but the Lord 
has taken him into his family. He isgoingto 
College, and he asked me to go with him." The 
young man must eillicr have been extrenielj 
ignorant of humau character, or disposed W 
amuse himself with the weaker part of Samiiel'i 
nature, in making lo him snch a proposal. How- 
erer, Samuel told htm that he had been 8l 
"Jesus Christ's College," where he had "taken 
up" his "degrees," He took breakfast and 
dinner with this young convert, and a found 
difficulty in parting with him. 

The interest this case excited, led him W 
think more than usual on the Btale of the Jewt; 
and turning his attention to them, they seemed 
to multiply in his sight as he passed along llif 
streets. This gave rise to hts expression, thai 
the city appeared to be filled "with Jews, Turks, 
and Infidels." A geimine son of Abrahum 
kept a jeweller and silversmith's shop opposite 
his daughter's house. He often looked at Sainml 
while passing his door, with the characleristte 
keenness and expectation of a London Israelitish 
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I Spirit, to enlighten every sinner's consci- 
mce ; au() that he would, by the precious blood 
"of Christ, cleanse the hearts of all true be- 
liever?, as he has washed the tiles and the streets 
of thijcity." 

He had laboured atid prayed much for the 
heathen; and though divided from them by seas 
and continents, a circumstance occurred, which 
appeared to bring them to his own door, in the 
person of a black, who sat as his hearer in one 
of tlie chapels. His hue awakened all Samuel's 
syni|>athies for the negroes of the West India 
Islands. So much was his mind absorbed in the 
subject, that the whole congregation of whitea 
ppeared to be concentrated in this swarthy son 
iC Ham. He told them that God was no res- 
pecter of persons, — that persons of all nations, 
working righteousness, were accepted of him, 
—and that colour, size, and age made no diffe- 
rence to hira, provided they came as penitents 
to hilt footstool. Such were the effects produced 
hy his pointed and personal appeals, that the 
I nitck got up in the midst of the people, and al- 
iened the goodness of God personally to himself, 
Bthe forgiveness of all his sins. Samuel went 
me with him — he being in comfortable cir- 
JDmstances — and took supper with him ; and 
|as pleased to find, that " he had as clear a 
Vitness of the Spirit as a white man." The last 
_spression would seem to indicate as though lie 
r^m been infected with the slave-holder's cant, 
Ihot negroes are an inferior race of beings, and 
Incapable of improvement ; and for the weakest 
and most innocent minds to receive a taint from 
tlie opinion, in its progress through European 
society, only shews the necessity of mooting it, 
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by opposing to it the stubbornness of taet, in 
instances of religions and intellectual improve- 
ment. 

Mp. Wrathall received a letter from Gra^s- 
ington about tliis time, requesting bis presence, 
on account of the indisposition of his uncle, to 
whom he was left executor, and wlio was in fact 
at the point of death. Mrs. Wralhall's increas- 
ing debility rendered the prospect of absence tlic 
more painful. However, the certainty of her 
father's society was an agreeable compensatiou 
for tlie temporary loss proposed. In writing 
home on the 11th, he remarked, "Your dear 
daughter Rosamond is much better this morniog 
than she has been for some days past. Wc 
thought a few days ago she was about to enter 
her eternal rest. But the Lord does all thing? 
well. She has been made a blessing to many. 
She expressed her thankfulness for her fooilthis 
morning, and gave out that verse, 'We thank 
thee, Lord, for this our food.' I believe 1 shall 
have cause to bless God to all eternity for her." 
Her bodily improvement, alas ! was but of short 
duration ; for she died on the 17th of the month, 
a blessed witness of the power of God to save to 
the uttermost. 

Samuel coutinued in London after the de- 
cease of his daughter, till January, 1828, in the 
early part of which month he paid a visit to 
Windsor, partly out of respect to it as the seat 
of royalty, and partly in compliance with an in- 
vitation from some friends; and was escorted 
thither by a person from town, A pious soldier 
of the name of Wm. Emmott, a corporal in the 
Royal Horse Guards, was the only person witb^ 
whom he had any acquaintance. He preac&tS 
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uii the eveuingofliis arrival, iind Leld a prayer- 
meeting afterwards. So much were the people 
pleased and profited, that they requested him to 
remain with them a few days, Mr. Pollard, the 
superintendent, wrote to Miss Hick, bi^ daugh- 
ter, who was at Mr. Wrathall's, January /th, 
stating his intention. Part of the note h, "Your 
father is going to stay with us at Windsor over 
the next sabbath. He is very happy and useful." 
Samuel added on the same page, " My dear child, 
tbis morning I am in my glory. The Lord poured 
out bis Spirit at tlie prayer-meeting last night. 
Four souls obtained liberty; and many were 
blessed. If spared till to-morrow, I am bowti 
^see Dr. Clarke. He has sent word, that he 
1 give me a week's hoard. There is a great 
iprk to do in this place ; and you know I love 
e Lord with all my heart. I have been at the 
ing's stables, where my brother-in-law con- 
ffsed with his Majesty, Our brother Jeb is 
^th me, who will return to-day. God bless 
You must take me in when I come." 
. He was shewn over the grounds and Castle 
( Windsor. The road leading up to the pa- 
Bce, the flight of steps, the rooms, the paint- 
iugs, and the extensive prospect from the sum- 
mit — presenting, he observed, " a view of 
twelve counties" — were what appeared to have 
fixed attention, and left his mind, like a "cham- 
ber of imagery," imbued with their various 
Ibrms. And yet, much as he was impressed 
■fith these, they did not excite the emotions of 
^ch he was the subject, when he cunld con- 
}ct any thing celestial or devotional with what 
^sed in review. Thus the representation of 
pe late lumentod Princess Charlotte, with her 
X2 
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iiif«nt, ascending to heaven, fired bis fancy, nod I 
nielled his heart. "It was." in liis own lan- 
giiag^e, " as nnhirahU (natural) as life." But 
fa!>einatcil h.i lie waswiththi>:, a stronger feeling 
was prodiioed^-oiily not so periimncnt — by tlic 
sight of the old cushion — to which alhtsion has 
been already made — upon which bis Majesty 
George III. knelt during bia morning devotions. 
"Tbecushion," saidSamued," was worn through 
with constant kneeliuij^. I kneeled me down upon 
it, and prayed that the time might come when all 
his Majesty's subjects would wear out their 
cushions with praying." This "divine breath- 
ing," though oddly expressed, was sincere; and 
few, perhaps, have been the persons that have 
npprooclieil bis prayei't'nl e\'umple on visiting the 
royal domain. 

The following selections from a letter written 
juit before be left Windsor, will sliew the spirit 
in which he continued: "Thursday was spent 
to the glory of God. I preiiclied at Chertsey. 
about two miles from Windsor, at nigbt, and 
hehl u prayer- meeting, Many were blessed. 
Friday was spent in singing and in prayer. We 
had a prayer-meeting at night. Bless the Lord! 
after a good night's rest, 1 arose happy in nir 
soul. I bad a good preparation for the seeuad 
sahbath of the new year. Praise the Lord, 
my soul, and forget not all bis benefits, I 
preached on the Sunday forenoon, ami held a 
lovofcast in the afternoon. It was a (irecioui 
time to my soiil ; anil the friends lold ine iher 
never had such alovefeast before. After preach- 
ing at night, we liad a great out-pouring of the 
Spirit of God, This is truly a wicked plaea. 
There are many soldiers in it. Methodism is 
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very low; but I hope the time will come wlicii 
it shall blostiom like the rose. Most of the people 
in the town appear to bcjjoing the church-way, 
blindfold, to hell. The King has his residence 
at this place; and the people, like the Romans, 
must worship like their King. But I pray that 
Ihe churches may be supplied with gospel- 
preachers; and then they will be filled with 
gospel- hearers. May the Lord ha^jten that 
iiappy day !" 

On his return to London, where it is probable 
!iis stay would have been still protracted, he 
found a summons from Yorkshire, requesting 
his presence, to discharge a debt of friendship. 
Mrs, Pullein, of Follifoot, had exacted a promise 
from him, that in the event of his surviving her, 
he should preach her funeral sermon. On her 
ilemiae, the family wrote to Samuel. His friends 
told him it was not necessary he should go then, 
— that he should go on purpose, — or even take 
a journey at all of such a distance, at his age, 
and (luring such a season, to preach a single 
sermon, particularly as there were preachers in 
Yorkshire who could supply his lack of service. 
But though they knew the nature of a promise, 
they felt nothing of its responsibility pressing 
upon their consciences, and could therefore 
satisfy themselves with what they were not per- 
sonally called Upon to discharge. Samuel felt 
it in all its weight, and connected with it all the 
solemnities of the occasion, and said, " When I 
meet Mrs. Pullein in the morning of the resiir- 
rection, and she asks * Sammy, did not you 
promise to preach my funeral sermon ?' what 
ahall I say? I have promised, and must go." 
s obeyed the call. He took for his text Nuni- 
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bcrH xxiii. 10., " Let me die the tleathoftiit 
righteous ;" on reading which he closed lit 
Bible, and said to the people, " Noh', if jouri 
live the life, you shall die the death of the rigiiti^ 
uus ; and much more than this J csnnot tdl ^ 
if 1 were to preach to you ever so long." Tliuii(l 
he Iiad travelled upwai-ds of two hundred milp 
t9 preach this occasional sermuu, he only spab 
about ten minutes. 

His warm and kindly feehngn, sud fk 
utter intractability of bis nature to heud toib 
becoming graviliee, whether real or assumri 
of fuueral occasions, would sometimes ili^Hi 
the serious aspect of a whole company. Asb 
knew no feelings, except those which he onf" 
arily carried about with him, so lie had buCi 
face, one attitude, one mode of expressing ' 
sclt^ whatever might be the event or the cir 
stances in which persons might be placed. lik 
sincerity, and his ignorance uf all etiqiKOt 
would admit of nothing else. Thus, sertd 
years prior to this, he was invited to attend tk 
funeral of Mrs. W., of Garforth, on the ocaaix 
of whose death, a sermon was preached, anJ 
afterwards published, by the Rev, J. Wood, i 
cold collation was provided for the friends on tin 
day of interment, which, as the company w» 
large, was served up in a malt kiln, when' ui^ 
party succeeded another, returning-, when n- 
freshed, to a large room. Samuel, with other> 
had made preparations for a funeral seriouiL 
His text, he told the friends, was given to liia 
in sleep ; on which occasion, he had rou^^ 
Martha, as he had done In reference to the dresu 
which sealed his call to the ministi-y, 
which she paid equal attention, wheu 
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jrm&tiUD was communicated. The text was, 
I was an huugred, and ye gave me meat," 
lut honest Samuel, not being favoured with a 
pncordance, was nnable to advert to the book, 
he chapter, and the verse, where it was to be 
!>uad, and therefore had to institute an enquiry 
EQong hie friends tor his further satisfaction, 
|e had a heart to receive the impression which 
mth made upon it, and memory sufficient to 
Btain the sentiment, and often the form of ex- 
ression; but, like many others, of much more 
ending, the common-place book of his recollec- 
, could not in every instance carry the pen- 
I's title and his page. The mind being set 
t rest, as it regarded the text, and ttie excel- 
incies of the deceased being the subject of 
Dnversation, Samuel wept, and in the midst of 
is tears, sent forth the smile of joy at the 
bought of another soul having weathered the 
torin of life, and obtained firm footing on the 
pposite shore, where the heaving surges arc 
Rioothed down to a " sea of glass." He 
itimated his intention to preach a sermon on 
be occasion of her death, in one of the chapels; 
fid stated further, with his usual artlessness — 
iDtaware that the disclosure wouldsuhject him to 
;little concealed pleasantry, that he had penned 
jj^ thoughts on the subject, placing his hand to 
^^ jiocket, with a still further intimation, that 
B had the MS. with him. Some of the friends, 
rho were less the subjects of sorrow than the 
Dmediate relations of the deceased, perceiving 
lat he only required an invitation to bring the 
iroduction to light, and knowing the singular 
baracter which his thoughts assumed in the 
ress in which they were generally arrayed, 
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requpsk'd him to read what lie tiad penned to 
the company, — hoping withal, that &onie genu 
might turn up that would interest the bearers. 
SnmucI took hold of hiii pocket with one hani^ 
Bnd the MS. with the other, and drew it forth, 
a good deal sullied, and cramped, as though 
it had been forged in the smithy, and lain in his 
pocket with other things since it had beeu 
written. He sprung from his chair — procecdcil 
acroBs the room — placed hia glasses in order- 
turned liis shoulder to the window, and the MS. 
to the light — looked and looked again — occa- 
sionally contracting his eye!:, and adding to the 
adjustment of his spectacles. Not succeeding 
to his wishes, he turned the other alioulder u 
the window — permitting as much of the light w 
fall upon the paper as po.'^sible, — hemming, aiul 
stammering, and shuffling — till lit length in a 
fit of impatience and disappointment, and with- 
out being able to work his way through a single 
sentence, he threw it down on a table before 
the Rev. J. Wood, saying, "There, Mr. Wowl, 
— I cannot read it — take it, and try what ye can 
do with it," smacking his glasses into their 
ease, and stalking across the room again to his 
seat. When it is remarked, that this was too 
much for the gravity of Mr. Wood, the reader 
is left to conjecture the effect produced upon 
others. Yet, with all this, Samuel was left the 
subject of weeping, .«miling, unsuspecting sim- 
plicity. 
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ct a tour through different parfi of Yarkskfre — loK itale q^ 

'e uMri of Ood al Warier — ffivei ike prefereiice to coeat 

iit a place of icorshib — goes info tlii: Snailh circitii— 

with old fricad„-^t affetled vfllK early reeoUettima, on 

F' wanting the leest af /Uarlha^ jurrnife diiyjf — retarm to forft- 

f-wUre — labouri £n Ihe Eatint/ieoid drrull — it again (Aeerod 

■ fiDith the light of old anociatei — hit increasing pupularilji — 

Law'* vUh a terioHs acadeni by a fatt from hh boTtt^-tit 

t when under medial/ attendance — ii vinifed bf JUr. 

-hli partial reilaratlrin ta health— rHili the Wett 

proceed! into Lancatkire — it aitacied bg an infidtl 

addng mil of doors at Bolton — It mmmoned bg bAttr 

Ington — becomes aeriovsly indiiposcd — ififneiMi the 

_ . y death of hit niece — rrfunw home—declinei ropidls *>!■ 

^ltk — attends in tome faaerol arran/ienienli — hit liatt of 

IS irl«nj>hai\t death — the general tgmpathg exciiad on 

\e occation — nrnctution. 



On his return home, he continued with the same 
diligence wliich hail previously distinguished hi^ 
conduct, to benefit his fellow-creatures. The 
great religious institutions of the nineteenth 
century, were styled by bini " the seeds of the 
Millenium; " and every act of his own was 
viewed as an effort to force the shoots ; — a tree 
this, which will throw its mighty shadow over 
every nation under heaven. 

The year (1828) was begun lu the spirit in 
which its predecessor had closed — a spirit purely 
devotional. Having been at home a short time, 
lie again left it, and went into the Pocklington 
circuit, tarrying a night on the road, at the house 
of hii old friend, Mr. Peart. One of the travel- 
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ling preachers being indigposed, he was requested 
to supply K few places. At Warier, in theDeigh* 
bourhouil of the Wolds, which was the pUee 
where be opened his cumuilssioti, he fuuiid buf 
little of that fermented feeling wbicb he hi ' 
seen manifested in the neighbourhood of Yoril. 
He found preaching liere, he remarked, 
bard work as labouring at the anvil," TM 
word seemed to rebound upon himself, and 
to " return void." " There was as great a difier* 
ence in the climate, for religion," continued h^ 
between the district be had left, and that upun 
which he had entered, "as between siiinmer and 
winter." But be "claimed," as he stated, hk 
" privilege of having a prayer-meeting aftef 
preaching," and requested tiiose who were de* 
sirous of pardon, " to come up to the benk." Tlrf 
wife of a blacksmith was one who acceded 10 
the proposal ; and having been some time under 
religious awakenings, was prepared for the con- 
solations of the Spirit of God, which she ohtajsed 
through the exercise of faith in Christ. M 
Pocklington, Elvington, and Sutton-upon-DcTf 
went, be was exceedingly happy in his work. 

From hence he proceeded to Sclby, and aU 
tended the March Quarterly Meeting. HereM 
was hospitably entertained by Mr. B. Clarkcu^ 
His congregations were large, and the ble* 
sing of God attended bis labours. He w 
especially delighted with the singing. " I ne*^ 
heard such singing before," he remarked : " thi 
have no inslrninents — no fiddles— no orgam.; 
They sing with the spirit, and with the Dadefr 
standing also, I thought, when I beard thed^ 
if our friends at Leeds would only use tbeta 
voices to praise the Lord, it would not onlv be 
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more jileasiug to him, but they would be more 
blessed in their souls ; for singing is worshipping 
God." Tliis is the common sense view of the 
subject ; and the last sentence fdlls with the 
weight of a destructive hammer upon every 
instrument of music in a place of Christian 
worship. He ipoke of peace and prosperity in 
the Selby circuit, and hoped that the time would 
5oon come, when, in otlier places, " party zeal 
would be driven to its own hell." 

The port of Goole, a place in the Snaith cir- 
cuit, had, in the space of six years, increased in 
its population from two hundred to nearly one 
fhonsand inhabitants. A Weslcyan Society had 
been established for a number of years, and the 
place in which they worshipped latterly, was a 
temporary erection, raised at the expense of the 
Aire and Caldcr Canal Company, and in which 
a number of Sunday scholars were taught. The 
place being small and uncomfortable, the friends 
agreed to build a chapel, towards which Mr. 
Hamer, who was the first to enter his name, 
subscribed £50. On the same day, and in the 
course of a few hours, upwards of :£100 was 
promised. One of the Snaith friends having 
heard of Samuel's success in difierent instancei;:, 
requested that he should be invited to aid them. 
He was accordingly written to, but the letter not 
reaching him immediately, if at all, he did not 
proceed thither, till one of the circuit preachers 
had personally expressed to him their wish. 

He proceeded, therefore,from Selby toSnaith, 
and its adjacencies. In the earlier stage of the 
visit, April I3th, he observes, "I am now at 
iflki ole. I have to preach every night ; and on 
■ft Eabbatb-day I shall have to preach three 

L L 
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tiine!>. YoD see, the Lord finds me workj and 
tts I love it, I liavc plenty of it. He gives me 
favour ill tiiesii;litoI"tlic[)ti>ple. Ttie places for 
preaching are too siiiiill for them : they floek like 
floves to their windoHc." He was here visit«l 
by u rcniiilc, an old acquaintance, who once, 
with her husband, walked in the light of God'i 
eoiintenunce, but had also, with him, retraced 
ber steps to tlie world. Through his preaching 
and conversation, tliey were again roused from 
the torpor of spirit which had seized them; an.' 
to render iheir return to the church of God nwr- 
secure, he entered the name of the female iiiiu 
bis memorandum-book, in order that he migli' 
be able to give the superintendent of the circuit 
proper directions, to find out sucii stray sheep. 
Tlie woman, said he, " Kprang from a good stock. 
Her grandmother, Ruth Naylor, was a good 
luotliep, a good wife, and a. good Christian. My 
creed is, that God will save to the third and 
fourth generation. This has been the case in 
my family, and in many a family : yes, and li^ 
will bless to a thousand generations." 

While going from place to place, several 
other friendships were revived. At Swineflet'i 
he entered among the friends of Mr. Knight; m 
another place he met with a ship-captain, a 
religious character, in wliosc vessel he hal 
preached a sermon during his last visit to Lon- 
don; and at a third place, out of the Snaitli 
circuit, he had an iuterivcw with his friend 
Mrs. Thompson. Amidst many pleasing remem- 
brances, however, there was one connected wilij 
the early history of Martha, which was the occa- 
sion of much painful feeling. " Yesterday," hr 
observes, on writing home to her, " 1 preachd 
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lat Gartliopp, in Maryland, near the place where 
fyou lived when you were with J. H. The house 
you lived in is now pulled down, and a new one 
built. The chapel which I preached In is built 
over against it. The congregation was large; 
and I took tea with the blacksmith. He knew 
you well ; but he is now going off: he has been 
in a dying state for the last twelve years, I 
assure you, I thought of your journey out of 
Lincolnshire: I could scarcely ever get you out 
of my head ; — to think of your usage with that 
ungodly man ! But he has gone to his reward. 
I thought of your journey, when you could not 
keep your shoes on your feet; but the roads are 
atoned and very good now. I wish you were here, 
to see your old friends. I have heard you ?ay, 
that the blacksmith's wife was very good to you, 
when yon were ill, I saw the flag that parts the 
counties. But I will tell you more, if I am spared 
to get home." In addition to this, he had been 
informed of some misunderstanding among some 
of the friends at Micklefield, which had warped 
their better feelings towards each other. On 
this he remarks, " I hope you have got peace 
proclaimed, and all jarring buried, I will say 
the funeral service over it, — ' Earth to earth, dust 
to dust, ashes to ashes.' The sooner it is buried, 
the better. Love cannot dwell where there is 
prejudice and party spirit. — Give my love to all 
my neighbours and friends; tell them I am 
bappy, and in a good state of health." 
I He here solicited subscriptions for the pro- - 
I posed chapel at Goole — preached to every society 
■ In the circuit — assisted in holding four mission- 
I iiry meetings — and was ft-cquently entertained by 
T respectable families, who were not in member- 
*■ Y 



3bip with the Wesleyan body. The latter presH 
him to repeat his visits. 

Samuel took a particular interetft, as will 
have been perceived, in the welfare of persom 
of his own trade ; and au instance of ui>efulne^^ 
may here be recorded, as given by a blacksniiili 
in a religious ac'senibly, when Samuel was remoti' 
from the sound of his voice. " 1 thanii Gotl," 
said he, " for what he has done for my soul, i 
lived long in open rebellion against him — sinnini; 
in the face of light and knowledge — and trainiriL; 
up my children for the devil. My father, wlm 
was piouf^ repruved me, but 1 regarded him nut 
He entered my house once, while I was playini: 
at cards with my children, and spoke to nieuii 
its impropriety. My passion rose, — I swore,— 
took hold of him, and turned him to the dour. 
Samuel Hick came the next day to our pla(.-c tu . 
preach ; and going round to invite the people, he ■ 
came and pressed me to attend. He saw I wu I 
throng ; but to accomplish his purpose, said, 'If ■ 
you are fast, I will help you ;' nor would he leave 
me till I promised to attend preaching. Accord- 
ingly, Iwent; and the Lord met mo. All ni) 
sins were placed before me, and pressed n)i' 
heavily. I cried aloud fur mercy; Samuel caJin 
and prayed with me ; 1 i)rayefi tor myself; and ii 
was not long before the Lord blessed me witli 
Christian liberty. He filled nie with peace ami 
joy through believing, ami has preserved me in 
his ways to the present time." 

He left Snaith and its neighbourhood, abonl 
the end of April ; and after paying one of his 
" augel visits" at home, visited the York, Pock- 
lington, and Tadcaster circuits; and three of the 
places in which he was tinusually favoured witl* 
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"the divine blessing were Hessay, Acomb, ami 
Moormonktoii, at the latter of which, he ob- 
served, " They sung like angels," When ut 
Hessay, in the month of November, having been 
from home some time, he fonnd himself, as usual, 
nearly drained of cash by iiis charities, one of tlie 
last of which consisted in contributing towards 
the purchase of a pig, for a poor woman, who 
had lost one by some accident or distemper. 
"She was sorely distressed," said he; for she had 
fed and brought it up, and could not buy another 
without the help of her friends. She was a good 
Christian; and f gave her the mobt of what 1 
had in my pocket." But his purse was soon 
replenished. His son-in-Iuw, Mr. W., had oc- 
casion to be in the country ; and on finding that 
he was in tiie neighbourhood of York, sought 
him, and found him in conversation with a friend 
in the street. Laying his band on his shoulder, 
Samuel turned round, and was surprised to find 
the face of a relation peering in his own. As 
Mr. W. was just passing through the city by 
coach to London, he could only propose a few 
brief questions, one of which was, " How does 
your pocket stand affected }" to which Samuel 
replied, " It is very low." Mr. W. knew the 
generosity of his nature ; and dipping deep into 
his own pocket, gave him a handful of silver. 
Samuel considered this a providential supply, 
saying, " When I was nearly done with my 
money, the Lord sent my son to York, who gave 
me more. I want for neither meat, money, nor 
clothes; and my peace flows like a river." At 
this period he often preached once a day iu the 
course of the week, and two or three times on 

EAe sabbath. 

W Y2 
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He had been employed in the course of tb!i 
Tcai- too, in soliciting subscriptious for Ritl« 
Chapel, a village near Cawood, forming part 
of (he Selby circuit. The summer, the autumn, 
and the beginning of 1829, were speiit in dif- 
ferent directions; and wherever he was followed, 
the people bore a lively recollection of his visiti. 
Traces of him were invariably found in the con- 
versations of the friends ; liis works and hif 
walk left as distinct an impression upon the 
mind, as the print of tlie human foot tu the eye, 
after a person has crossed the sand of the «• li 
■bore. V 

Samuel was in York in the latter end of i 
March 1829; and the friends in Easiugwold I 
wishing hhn to pay litem a visit, a farmer and I 
his good wife, both of whom had been brought I 
to God some years before through liis instni- I 
mentality, when residing in the York circuit, 
were deputed to give him the meeting in tbe 
city, am] to convey him tolheplace. Hearrivcd 
at Easingwoid on the 4th of April, and was en- 
tertained chiefly at the house of Mr. WilliunJ 
■ M^ Mary Dixon. Being well acqainied 
with Mrs. Roadhouse, he deposited with her two 
^AA- ' ^"y'^'^S, that he was afraid of losing it; 
■fimng With a smile, " I have cheated Matty 
out ot this. Mr. R. had been his banker in the 
dnaiih circuit, but having dealt the separate por- 
pre 'ion ih" ''I*" ^^'''* Par.imony, frSm an'im- 
E » I "* '■'^ ^'''' imliseriuiinately, he thu* 
Ct un^l'""'^- "'-'* '''berality.boweverfwasagain 
romlT-'" "'■'■^^'i ^'"1 'vhen he was prevented 
lore .J. V^ ^'"^ ^'.'"'^ ^"""^y' ''«went among the 
iefp "''"lent and I'egged that he might be inade 
' lustantc uf mmecessai 




» 



^^™ THB VILLAOK BLACKSMITH. 246 

though not i»coii<;iderate bounty, occurred while 
here. He stepped into the house of a barber, 
and requested to be shaved. Enquiring of the 
man whether he had any other means of sup- 
porting his family, and being answered in the 
negative, Samuel put a shilling into his band. 
This produced a grateful feeling, and the man, 
in Samuel'ii estimation, was prepared for any 
thing that might follow. He talked to him on 
the subject of religion, and then proposed prayer. 
Thedifferentmembersof the family were speedily 
on their knees, and the worshipping group were 
open for the inspection of the next customer that 
might turn in for the same operation that had 
been performed upon the oflliciating priest. A 
thousand persons might be found to part with 
tbeir money in the same way, but a thousand 
persons of the same piety might be found, who, 
is the same place, and under the same circum- 
stances, could not have brought tliemselves to 
act thuB, and might he jusdiied in such conduct, 
without being dispt^ed to enter a sentence of 
ooademnation against Samuel. 

Of the atFection and attention of the Rev. 
iMessrs. Roadhousc and Garbutt, he spoke in 
grateful terms ; and besides preaching, attended 
ib connexion with them, several missionary 
'Meetings. Descanting on a part of his labours, 
lie remarked, in his own peculiar way, " I 
preached last night (April 24th) on the other 
side of Hambleton Hills ; and the Lord, and Mr. 
Roadhouse, and me, held a mii^sionary meeting ;" 
denoting that the divine Being was as signally 
present in the influence uf his Spirit on the 
Jiearts of the people — and without whose pre- 
tence all missionary meetings are vain to the 
Y 3 
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personx asgeiiible<l, as tlioui^h )ie had been rea- 
dercd vUible to the eye. "It is a mouatainoui 
•oiintry," contiiiueil he, " but very pleasant. 
The people came from all quarters — from bill 
and dale : the chapel wu^ crowded, and we liail 
a good time. I never saw friends more kind," 
Here too, ai: at Sitaith, in the bosom of tbe 
mountains, he realized the truth of the proverb 
of the Wiseman, "As iron sharpeneth iron; soa 
man sharpeiieth the countenance of his friend." 
£arly recollections — audi as extended to the dayi 
of childhood — were revived. One person, io 
particular, he noticed; and his joy was fulfilled, 
because of his meeting her on Christian ground. 
" I have found some of my own country frieadt 
here j one of them, a woman, born at Aberford. 
Her maiden name was Barker ; she married 
Mr. Wilkinson's steward, who is now dead. 
Her eldest son and daughter have died venr 
happy; and if 1 live till next week, 1 shall have 
to preach her funeral sermon." He then spoke 
of the joy he experienced ; further stating bi« 
belief, that the Lord had "as surely sent" hini 
" into the circuit, as lie sent Jonah to preach lo 
the NinevitcB. He waters my soul with tiift-^ 
dews of heaven." 

Hawniey was another of the places wbl 
Samuel visited, where he renilcrcd 
amusingly popular, by waiting upon the clergy- 
man of tlie parish, requesting him to " give 
them a speech at the missionary meeting." The 
reverend gentleman declining, Samuel tried hi 
on another point. 

Sam. " Will you please then, Sir, to give 
a pound for the minsions ?" 

Clerg. "That is too much, and I have 
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Bilfer upon me; but if you will give me silver 
for a note, I will give yoii half a crowd." 

Sam. "Nay, give ttie note, Sirj it is a noble 
cause." 

Samuel's companion having a little mure de- 
licacy of feeling about hiiu than himself, and 
perceiving that the pound was more than it 
was prudent to urge, oflTeredj in order to relieve 
the clergj'man from his importunity, to give 
him twenty shillings of silver. Samuel imme- 
diately, in an altered tone, said, 

" Give the gentleman five shillings." 

Clerg. "That will not do." 

Sam. "Ten then, Sir," 

Clerg. "I will give you half-a-crown." 

Sam. "Not less than five shillings, if you 
please, Sir." 

The full change was given, and an apology 
was offered for Samuel, for whom it was fortu- 
nate an apologist was at hand. Samuel, on the 
other hand, dropped upun his knees in the room 
to improve the occasion, and prayed devoutly 
and fervently for the divine blessing upon the 
clergyman. Whether as a rebuke, by way of in- 
timating that instruction was necessary, or as a 
token of respect — wliicli at least was singular, 
the reverend gentleman sent one of his written 
•ermons in the evening, accompanied with hie 
regards, to Samuel's companion. 

Without placing the least riependance upon 
works, he toiled aa though heaven were alone 
to be won by them. " If I had ten thousand 
bodies and souls," said he, " they should all be 
•pent in the service of God." At Carlton, She- 
riff Button, and several other places, the word 
•f exhortation was made a blessing to the people. 
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His usefulness and popularity appeared to ad- 
vance with hi-i age. Persons who had heard uf 
him, were pruniplcd by curiosity to attend his 
public addresses ; and those who had benefited 
by them followed him from place to place: so 
that with tlie carious, the profited, and the 
itated hearer-", the chapels were genenllj 
crowded. Id iiddition to evening preaching, 
travelling, and visiting the nick, he attended 
three missionary meeting» i n one week — movni; 
ahout ill the 70th year of his age, with the ap^ 
parent vigour of youth, and with the lire of a 
new convert. At one of those meetings lie 
met with the Rev. G. Marsden, from Bolton, 
who pressed him to take another journey iott 
Lancashire, which he resolved to perfuriu io 
the course of the year, should lie he favoured 
with health and opportunity. He exulted toe 
in the prospect of meeting with his friend Mr. 
Dawson, at a missionai7 meeting in the month 
of May. 

That month arrived ; but the 14tli was a da* 
to be remembered by Samuel and \th frieuils. 
Hcwasou hi.t wayfrom b^asingwold to Heinslcv 
Black Moor, to attend a missionary meetini;. 
When about three miles from Hemslcy, his 
horse took fright at a chaise, upon which some 
white bags were suspended, enclosing some 
fighting cocks — wheeled round — and be felloif- 
" Though no bones," says Mr. Dawson, " were 
either broken or dislocated, yet the shook wai 
felt througlt bis whole frame. He nevertheless 
attended the meeting; but soon found it neces- 
sary to leave, when he was taken to the house 
of a friend." The scene which followed wouW 
formasubjectas suitable for the pencttof Wilkie, 
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'as for the pen of a divine. Bleeding being 
deemed necessary, a medical gentleman was sent 
for; but in consequence of absence, his place 
was supplied by one of his pupils, Ou his ap- 
pearance, Samuel threw off his coat, and turned 
up his shirt sleeve, as if about to enter on the 
business of the smith)'. Ha<i the arm been com- 
posed of wood, or belonged to some other per- 
son, he could not have manifested greater self- 
possession, promptitude, and apparent want of 
feeling. Stretching it out, — bis liand meanwhile 
grasping the handle of a long brush, and point- 
ing to the vein, " There, my lad," said he, "strik« 
tlierej" having the phleme and the quadruped 
present in the mind, rather than the lancet and 
tlie human being. The youth, under the irapres- 
aion of fear, pricked the vein, but no blood 
appeared. " Try again," said Samuel. The 
experiment was again fruitlessly made. He In- 
■tantly turned up the sleeve of the other arm, at 
if going to another job, or as if be intended to 
give additional strength to one at which he had 
just failed, and determinately pointing to the 
Fpot, said, " Try here, lad ; strike here, and see 
if thou canst get any thing," This experiment, 
with the exception of a few drops, was as inef- 
fectual as those that preceded. The youth wai 
overcome with fear, and withdrew. Fortunately 
for Samuel, the surgeon himself came, about an 
hour afterwards, and bled him copiously, after 
which he was placed in a bed. While bleeding, 
be said, " Glory bo to God, if I die I'll get tlie 
(ooner to heaven." In the course of the same 
evening, while Mr. Dawson was preaching, th* 
vein was opened by some accident, when Mrs. 
Bentley, who was at chapel, and at whose house 
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lie lodged, was st^iit for, am] thruugli whose kjiiil 
at ten dm ID aid was procured, and the arm agaiu 
bandaged. Saiiiuul thought his work was dune, 
and said tu the Irieiids around him, in a tone ol 
holy triumph, " 1 am liman home; — glory beio 
God ! I am boini home." He expressed a with 1 
to see Mr. Dawsou again, who hud called upon | 
him before, and who no sooner eloped the servia 
ill the evening, than he made all {Kissible siicii! 
to his lodging. On entering the room, Samm : 
accoeted him, with a full flow of spirit and ul 
tears, " J am botcn home, barn ! Glory be tu 
God, 1 am very happy ! I should have bled h> 
death, barn, hut 1 happened to awaken." He 
next proceeded, " I want my will made, and you 
must make it." Mr. D. not deeming him so near 
hia exit as he imagined, and adapting his lan- 
guage and imagery to Samuel's thinkings and 
knowledge of words, answered, "Well, Sammy, 
if it is to be so, you are a brown shelter;" refer- 
ring by that, as Samuel well knew, to the ript 
fruil — brawn, and rearly to drop from the tree, 
and which, when taken into the hand, falls oiii 
of the husk. He was accjuainted with Samuel'i 
character, and beheld him as ripe and ready for 
a blessed immortality, " Yes," replied Samuel, 
" 1 am bourn to glory." The will was drawn uji 
according to the best directions he was able to 
give; but as Martha was both cashier and ac- 
couiptant, he knew very little of his own atfairs, 
and of course found it necessary afterwards to 
have it altered. 

He met with his accident on the Thursday, 
and on the Saturday was so far restored as to lie 
able to return to Easingwold in a gig. Tbc 
friends at Easingwold knowing that the begin- 
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Ijii^ of ibe week Mas tlie period fixed for hi> 
Iretiirn tu Micklefield, proposed that he should 
preach to them on the Sunday, — accompanying 
jUie proposal with a. hope that it would not 
"^riously injure him, while employing every 
hr^ment to accomplish their wishes, at the risk 
fc)f his healtli and life.* He received the propo- 

• TliUjto 3«y the I^Hst, wm inconsiderate, being only the day 
irbe had bern tibakeo a good deal by bb removal rroia Henuley) 
]wereil nutfurutben tliBntbe rriendsulEasiagwuld — to wbom 
rr fill low mg remarbsure not iutended to apply beyond the pinnt 
if incoiurideiatiuii ju<>t nuliced, further obaervationti would hare 
'~~n witlibeld. Wtiikt brtwefii coatcienai oa Ibe part of (he 
acbera, and thoughtlatneii on tbe part oT the people, — a uiill- 
~ evpriid Ibe ulmoitt of tbtir strength in (lie cause of God 
, aiid ovxirtj/fOT them to be uarful, founded on the value 
df.namorlal >ou]s,intlieo(iier, the men veryofteo become marlyn 
" B work. The peiiple are pspedally culpable in ui^ng a 
g aervant of Gcid lo work, in casos of great delrility ; and 
SI have hetu known, when, inilcad of preventing meu from 
J Ibe mOT't imminent danger of relapse or something wocse, 
le *ery men liai'e been torlurf d in every possible way by n-aaons, 
"*hy the pulpit nboulj be sopplied ; — the tormentors themselves 
4t1mg like philomipben' all the time, as if coolly making experi- 
inenlH upon human nature, to see the utmost point to which it 
Woiilil go, then retiiming with the languishing iuficrer, ad- 
ntiniiitering their kopea, like cordials, that — after they have wrung 
frooi him (he Invt mite of physical strength, he will be no worse, 
but improied — by thus throwing the ferer into hi'i Hjsleni, with a. 
night's jDund rcpote. Such conduct, if practised in civil lif^, 
would lie viewed in no other light, than as the result of mere 
bralal feeling. The only diRerence between on ungodly man 
ocernwrfiin^ his wrvunla, like n set of West Indian slaves, and 
pK«ons who are criminal in the case in hand, — audto^no other the 
subject can be applied, i«, that the tiinner are dricen, and the 
latter are dojiged to it, through indiscreet zeal — incorrect nolicnu 
cf dutji — sympathy for the multitude, with a kind of callous feel' 
kV towards the individual. Persons should he exceedingly (areful 
not eten ti> lay lewptatiaiu in the way of ssaiuui, but afflicted 
aMn,tatake tuoearly Ibe exercise of the pulpil. A man of God 
Ip* thnt williln him, Hhich will not allow him to remain inactive 
I bnger than what U nKesHiry. In )>ucb cases, tiie people should 
I itand between the eimch and the pulpit, and employ the theck 
1 nlber than the incenffvc. It ts a bard case, when a man i« 
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silion with his wonted cheerfulness — preacVd 
on the sabbath evening — assisted in conductinu 
a prayer- meeting un the Munday evening — nii'l 
proceeded to York in a gig on the Tue'-ilii; 
morning. Rcdnccd as he was in his bodil' 
strength, such was the unconquerable naturii 
the spirit he possessed, aided by the prospects n: 
a better world, that he appeared more like i 
person who had jnst risen from flight indispoei- 1 
tion, rather than as having walked a fewpacct ^ 
hack into life again from the verge of the grave 

He complained of great internal pain ut tim; 
and although it pleaxcd the Lord to raise him 
again from his couch, und permit him to engagi' 
in his usual labour of love, he was more sus- 
ceptihle of cold, while his friends perceived ;iti 
evident decay, both of memory and of corporeal 
strength. 

Having preached in his own neighbourhood 
ashort time, he left home for Lancashire in tlic 
early part of July. His route appears to havr 
been the following. He remained two daysm 
Swillington Bridge, in consequence of the raio, 
and spoke of the kindness of Mr. Gilgras. From 
thence he proceeded to Wakefiejd, where h^ 
preached, and at which place he had often ex- 
perienced the kindness of S, Stocks, Esq., anJ 

under tlie nccemit]! or killing Linueir to prove Ui at he is poorlj 
■nil the wont ii, tlial there ia neilher any coiudenre nude ol 
(he matter, aa the p»rt of iheec overvorkeri, nor any trihuml 
«t which Id try them for their conduct. Tliey 50 free, though tb> 
nan of God may lose hia life. He is afraid of their uncuiili' 
Ttflt^bm, if he ilu ust work; though without reaionable and 
■criuus reflection Uienuelve*; and to cruwn tiie whole, as it it Aaot 
under tlie guinr, so it it Inld la the ehargc of Chrirtiauily, A obi 
nay, |iercbitnce, siirvlre it, hut no thanks to the laak-niu<ten (01 
the pain iiii|iaHed, any mure than for Ihc life nest to aiiiaCDlniBl^ 
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other friendB. Barnsley was Iiis next place; 

prior to reaching which be spent two days with 

Mr. Myers, who quaintly told him he was not 

Bl think of "making a road over his house." 

^Vben he arrived at Barnsley, the friends pre- 

^nled upon him to remain until their missionary 

fleeting. While in that neighbourhood, he 

preached at Burton and Cudworth. This was 

no new ground of labour to him ; and at the 

latter place particularly, he was rendered ex- 

"^ mely serviceable to Mr. G., who afterwards 

a useful local preacher, but was in a 

; of mind verging towards despair, when 

t by Samuel. They slept in the same room, 

i every groan fetched up from the soul of the 

ke, was the signal for prayer to the other : nor 

s it an ejaculation with Samuel, uttered in a 

Me of repose upon the pillow, which costhim 

pthing; for be arose again and again, and 

Nestled with God, like Jacob, both in the dark 

"hd at day-break. He gave himself no rest, till 

rest was found by him who sought it. He had 

here an excellent coadjutor in the general work, 

i n William Smith, — a man of a very differently 

instructed mind, but in no respect his inferior 

r simplicity, zeal, and disinterestedness. 

' He remained some time also, at the house of 

hn Thorneley, Esq., Dodworth Green, near 

irnsley, and was the minister of mercy to a 

_imber of poor families in the village of Dod- 

liorth. Here, as in other places, in seasons of 

distress, his funds — though often replenished by 

Mr. T. and others, were a? often drained of the 

last mite. Cases of distress multiplying upon 

s usual with those who take the trouble 

I seek after them, and having received supplies 

Z 
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from bis own friends, he enquiredy as he kii 
done at Burnley on a former occanon, whether 
there were not some opulent characters in Ac 
neighbourhood, who might be willing to con- 
tribute of their abundance towards the relief flf 

•ItA w*.^*.^^ ^ ¥J^ ._^ A.^1^ ^^ *^^^ II ■!■■■■■■ \m 



me poor i He was tola ot one genueman, wj 
his friend, William Rhodes, but reeme Ao^ 
snch hopes of success as unbelief could afiini 

Pftith. in .QovnnAl Atf«n1tfl ««jm^m»iv» nA iiIibItItI' 



resldeiicM*' 
ircamlutiiliff 

himself 



rectiy upon the case. Ifr. C, ^dier to cet lU 
of him, or being touched in a way whidi ws 
as rare to himself as it was astonishing to odwn^ 
took 



from his pocket a handful of silver^ and 
it, — ^feeling like a person, cm Saorad^ 

rHl*i|A «Mlm^ S 1 ■ ^ ^^M. L^J 



mguarded 
^uutfrea Dimself to be imposed upon, and woo- 
aering at his folly for having been so fiur Ofer- 
seen on the occasion. But the truth is, there 
was so much of God, of justice^ of humanitr, 
ami ot mercy, in all Samuel's appUcations, that 
tiiey earned with them the authoriti' of a com- 
mami, and became unaccountabiv irresistible to 

wf^*^^ «o whom thev were iade. 
Di-or^i .* - b^ ^ ^^ Dodworth Green, his res- 
CI^. ^^'''*' ^*^«"* Brooke, Esq.. of HoTland 

S aiil n^^^^'^'^'^^T^ '^^ tearWrted into hit 
ejt, and tumin^c, ,o Mr.. ThomelT,* he felter- 
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igiy observed, "He ivill kill nie." The zeal of 
Ir. B. was too much for Samuel's years; and 
ucb ao expression, from such a man — one who 
itiDted not his life dear to him in the eanse nf 
Soil, must have been wrung from him in the 
gonizing reflection of past suffering. Of tliis, 
lowever, Mr. B. was not aware j and with his 
mated kindness, furnished liim with a new suit 
if clothes. After labouring here a few weeks, 
le proceeded to Bolton, where he was on the 
Otfa of August; and had it not been for tliie 
aticashire tour, he would have proceeded into 
lerbyshire, for which Mr, Tliorneley had made 
^ery preparation, in order that he might be 
endercd beneficial to the men employed -ia 
rorking his coal mines. 

Not content with preaching in the chapels, 
i took his stand in the streets, and proclaimed 
le Saviour of sinners (o the multitude. Taylor 
id Carlile had just been there, and had engaged 
le attention of a few of " the baser sort," who 
id become venders of their blasphemy. One 
' these attacked Samuel, while he was address- 
g the people in the street; and Samuel pos- 
•ssing greater confidence in the truth of God, 
tan ability to defend it, imprudently committed 
(nisclf, by telling the man, that if he would 
iCFer him to proceed without interruption to 
le close of the service, he would go into any 
rirate house with him, or with any number of 
le same persuasion, if there were a hundred of 
lem, and he would take them one by one, and 



lUc order anil 1m|i[>incs9, wi1li<iut bustle — a greiit siifTrrGr, but 
1 the inTincible palicnce aoil rurtiluile of a martyr — crownlnj; 
wbole wilh thp must exBlted Chrialiao spirit Hiid deincanuiir. 
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rotiquor them. But the man was desirotui 
public conquest ; anri in the lowest slang of i 
two inlidel missionaries, so famous for stoopl 
Hud raking up from the very depths of the com- 
mon Bewcrs of infidelity, all the filth of which ji 
depraved heart la capable of conceiving, lolii 
Samuel that the Saviour he preached was a 
thief, — that he could prove fi*um the Bible itself 
he stole nu ass from one person, and corn outoi 
the field of another. Samuel immediately rebut- 
ted the charge, by insisting, that, as the Creator 
of all thing*, the earth, the corn, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills wei-e his ; that he onl^ 
laid claim to his own property. This was ai 
good a reply as the low, ignorant attack meritui 
The man was prevented from making farthtr 
disturbance, and Samuel was dissuaded from 
giving him the meeting. It was a heavyjafflicdoB, 
however, to his mind. He returned repeatedlj 
to the subject, and felt all his sensibilities in 
operation for the honour of his Saviour. " I 
have heard of ray dear Lord," said he to some 
of the friends, in bis conversation afterwards, 
"being called a wine-bibber, a glutt<inous man, 
and a friend to publican)^ and sinners ; btit I 
never heard him calleil a thief und a robber 
before, though crucified between two." Then 
liewouldsobandweepover the charge,as though, 
he wished to sympathize with his Divine Master, 
while lying, as he supposed, under this odium.* 

* Mfa»n Tagloraad Carllle were itiDerating the kingiloiu al 
(Ills timr, uni) in llie Imp npirit of infidtl phttayiikTOfn/, aittr hav- 
ing chnrgeU tlie minuteni of Chriatiaoity itith making a gain of 
jfwWnesj', isaued tlieir tickeU and their rirculan to try wliat tbrj 
(heniBelieg could aecnmiilate in the way of Aiufiun, 11ieor^D|' 
which are to the writer'ii punseuion, are cuiiouties. Tbc (t^ 
sppcilies, that, "The Reverend Robert Taylor, B^., will i ~ 
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While at Bolton, he received a letter from 
kaGMDgtoii, iit^ar Skipton, stating; that a niecp 
I his was very ill — nut likely to recover — aiid 
'' ihed to see him. He no sooner was informed 
is, than he took the coach for Skipton. The 
f was exceedingly wetj and he heing on the 
' le, his clothes were drenched with rain, 
rrived a few days before his niece died, but 
:eived his own death-stroke by the journey; 
e caught cold, which settled upon his lungs, 

ntim this evening, July Bth, M 1ialf-pa*t wven, at the Manor 
rt Room, Brown-alieet. Adiitiitum to the Boxes, 3«. — la IIk 
■ Bf tke Hoopi, In." 8u ranch far Ibe modest iHarkef-prlte of 

el comiDoditieB lo monied charact*™ ; and a^ there were no 

fitt leata, their system of beaevoUnte does nut, of cuunie, reach 
the ca«e of the pom. irCbriatinD ministen were to admit their 
uiditon into their place* of public instruction, at 3a. and 3ti. per 
bead, some of them would make an excellent concern or their 

^Lprior to the tickets htiog offered fur sale, the diSerent minii- 
^^h^of religion were fumi^ed wkJi the circular reterred to, of 
^Pih the following U a copy . 

^r«Tbe RcT. Robert Taylor, A.B., of Carey-street, Linculn'n Inn, 
and Mr, Richard Carlile, of neetitreet, London, present their 
cumplimenls, as inAdel missionaries!, lo Bnd most respect- 
fully and pBrnestly invite discussion on the mcriU of the Christian 
religion, which they argumenlatively challenge, in confidence of 
their competency to prave, that such a person a<i Jesus Christ, 
alleged to have been uf Naxarelh, never existed ; and that the 
Christian religion had no snch origin us has been pretended; ncitticr 
is it in any way beneficbl lo mankind: but Ibat it is nuthingmore 
than an emanation from the ancient pagan religion. I'be researches 
of the Rev. Robert Taylor on this subject are embodied in his 
newly-published work, 'Tlw Dicgesis,' in which may be liiundthe 
routine of their argument. — They also impugn the honesty of a 
cootinued preaching, while discussioa is challenged On the whole 
uerili of the Cbrisliau religion." 

II is difficult to cotnmanil sufficient muscle fur gravity, in tbe 
■lual oToDcb a document, 

■ J^ff.- Robert Taylor cornea forward as the avowed enemy of 

•tianily ; and yet, without even a vestige of that Christian^, 

tDDGB to cKng with the tenacity of life to its honours., by still 

' 'i^ the title of lUasrend, which is one of the distinguishing 

n of its ministers, and which be himself would never have 

Z3 
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atul from which he never fully recovered. In a 
letter to his partner^ dated September lOtb, be 
remarked, " I have been very ill since I came 
here. I was taken with a stoppage in my breath- 
ing about midnight. If I had not got bled, I 
believe I should not have been writing to you 
just now ; but as soon as the doctor bled me, I 
found instant relief. I was very happy, and 
found that God was the God of my salvation,'' 
In speaking of his niece, he said, " We are 

thought of assuming, bad it not been for bis ori|pnal connexiua 
with the church that ooniVrred it, as is evident from its being with- 
held from his compeer, Richard Carlile, who is honoured with the \tm 
dignified title of Master ; — thus contemning that by which be ii 
fftill anxious to be exalted *,— furnishing another exemplification of 
the fable of the proud jackdaw, which, not being satisfied with the 
plumage with which nature had favoured it, decorated itself witk 
a few peacock^s feathers ; — slipping off with a pair of stilts— «i 
confident of his own littleness, and mounting them on every coo- 
vcnient occasion. 

Secondly : HLs title of A.B., still connected with his once Oirit- 
tian profession, is one to which no one will dispute his right^- 
fihewing his progress in learning, — ^having reached the two first 
letters of the English alphabet ; — halting without being able to 
arrive at D. This may be deemed sheer puerility. It is^ «oris 
any thing else intended : but then the writer is led to it from a 
perusal of the '^Circular,^^ which speaks of the astonisbiog 
** researches*^ of the Reverend gentleman. And to what do they 
amount ? To the amazing vastness of — Nothing. For, 

Thirdly: He undertakes "to prove*^ and that too, ^^argU' 
mentativelyy^ that " such a person as Jesus Christ never existed ;" 
— that is, in plain language, to prove a negative. This is beating 
the air with a vengeance ; and to say the least, he will certainly 
have something to do, in prosecuting the task of proving no- 
thing. 

To take the gentleman, however, on his own ground of nothing' 
ness, we ask — and ask seriously, if Christianity has not been "any 
way l)cnericial to niankind,^Mn what solitary instance has infidelity 
been of service to the human species ? Robert Taylor may be told 
of one " way'* — and one will be as good as a thousand for tbe 
writer's purpose — in which Christianity, in its effects upon the 
human heart, has benefited man by man ; and in that " way" 
infidelity has something not only to cto, but to learn ; — ^it is in the 
way of MERCY. This is one grand objection which every feeling 
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litinef for a convoy of angels, and are expect- 
'5 tlieiu every (iay, to carry lier soul to tlie 
fions of eternal glory, where there is day 
thout nigbt, pleasure wklioiit pain, anil where 
irnity shall seem as a day. She has obtained 
it\e and a preparation fur her heavenly inhe- 
Eance, She has oil in her vessel, and has on 
B wedding garment. The Lord has taken a 
^t deal of pains with her, bnt he has proved 
'b conqueror. She can give up all ; and when 
"b is the case, we receive all. It takes a yreat 

st have to infiJelily, — mil. ill its prqfestioiu, fur in these 

ent, but in ib cold-lilooded reatilies. As inSilel miraion- 

D prove ntgatitea, thej' cnnnot wilh anj gmce ohjecl to 

" 1: unci there i(t onelbing; wbicli may he aTerred — 



[! IKgTITi;TIOF< eiNCE GOD WADE THE WOni.D, OR 

» HU STEADFABTNEis. No : tliej orc ChrMiam 
H'hopiunic the wings of genuine: CHARITY. Among iilfitfcb, 
lit their boasted benevolencej tbe sacred form of charity 
rsdctly and inactive — Itie [luUeat her heart boat* tauguidly, 

ExpreiSHion flashes fraiii Uer eye, — and her pale lip alteitit 

that no Berujih ban ever toncheil it with a live coal from off the 
altar. When, in putsuiitife of Mr. Rose's Bill, autheolic informa- 
tinn wgf fur the tint lime in any country laid before the public, 
uf tbe number of paupers, and uf the aniuunt of Ihe poor ruto, it 
appeared that upwards uf 700,000 peTsooa were enrolled in Benefit 
Sodeliei. The advantage of even these MM-ielie* niig^ht be fairly 
iaferred from their anliquity. They are known to have existed m 
Mjme of the ancient Greek republics; traces uf them ars found 
amone our Anglo-Saxon anwston ; and what in still more remnrk- 
■bl^ inetittilioDii have b?en discnvered ofa'jmiliir purport in loine 
uf the Soutli Sea blinds, among a people Btili barbarous enough to 
delight in devouring tbe flesh of their enemies. But arc IheM 
inslltution!! alioots from the stocli of infidelity 1 Or, if tbry were, 
ilutbey dewrvctheepitbet BENETO[.ENTntlaehed to them! By 
no means; for no one receives help from i/ietr, but Ihe perxm, 
vho, by his suhscr-plians,y!r<f helps Ihera. It has lieen, therefore, 
jnd may still be afiinned — That CiiniBTiANiTV alone is a tyHlem 
of BtiMANiTV, whicii Uadi to arti of kindneii nnd bateKobmrt. 
is b one " <ra.y'' in which it has been useful to the indigent part 
~ ^nkind ; and in thii " way" infidelity ban been worse than a 
'.□ God'* creation. 
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(leal of j^race to say, 'Tliy will be done.' M( 
>un-in-lHw, Wratlia)!, wislics me U) mf <(ill 
bcr (ill «lio finii'be!: her course. Mr, Kiii^hl' 
tiiniily being il), he is obliged to rctiiro It 
LontloD." 

Hcprcacbed (wicc during liie Sabbath, niiik 
ben-, M Gntssingtoii and Ht-bdeii. HaiiDj 
wrilUMi (u bis dmightcr Aan in London, arf 
Itonir to Martha, but receiving no answer, to 
w-a> rather anxious. "Whether," said heloih 
laUer, "you do not think it worth yourwbilj 
10 write, or whether you are too busy, I caiirf 
leli : but 1 am sure, if J had i^eot wuvii lliali^ 
bad K iegaey of a hundred pounds left yoii|( 
fbould have iiad a few lines before now, tpVMI 
where and wlieti you were lo receivf! it." H 
he strove to excuse her because of the liarv* 
" Many a time," continued he, " 1 have s« , 
face orcr the brown mountains towards Mitkh 
field. I have seen you in mind in the liarrd 
field, cnttinj: lioiva the corn. It' I bail 
like a dove 1 would fly to you, uud look at fU 
We have had a great deal of rain here, ' "^ 
every day, except last week. When I i 
clouds burst against the mountains, 1 tbou|bl> 
would etop the rain from reaching you. If J" 
have had as much rain as us, you havehafll 
very wet harvest. Bui I hope yuu have gotW 
inojtuf it in, and arc shouting' Harvest home- I 

Samuel soonaddett, "Ten minutes pastG<tii 
our uicee departed this iif«. She died ia tlv 
KjOIhI: Hud blessed are the dead that dieint}' 
Lunl. May you ai:d 1 be found ready, \ 
messA^ eo«w< !" Mr. W., who appears tohi 
remained at Grassington till the solema t\-i 
took ptocc, — having been more suddcD it* 
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tected — observed in tlie same letter, "Father 
11 be st home, if all is u'ell, about Monday." 
On his return home, " he was only able," 
B Mr. DawBon, "to prciich a few times, and 
tend two missionary meetings, one at East 
BBwick, in the Tudeaster, and another at Gar- 
Hh, ID the LeedsEast cireuit. He now began 
sink fast, though not contiued to bed till a 
>rt lime before he died." Aboiita month be- 
e he quitted this transitory state, he said to 
k friends, "I am going home;" and then in- 
fmed them of some arrangements tie had made 
( the improvement of his death. In these he 
1 only the good of his fellow-creatures in 
; and through the whole of tliem the same 
Minctivenessof character, the same simplicity, 
ne benevolence, the same peenliarities, 
bich marked his previous life, were conspicu- 
B, — some of them, to those who knew him 
;, bearing the stamp of ostentation, yet per- 
Etly remote from it, — an increasingly sweet, 
■ek, hallowed feeling pervaded every word, 
pk, and act, alike expressive of the mellowing 
Buence^ of tlie Holy Ghost upon his soul, thus 
tcking the lighter feelings of the visitant, who 
fht betempti'd tooblrudc, — the visitant him- 
'feeliug that the being before whombe stood 
1 the consecrating hand of God upon him, — 
it death was hoveriug over the ground which 
Ipported him, — and that through that same 
ing, he was brought to the iiumediate confines 
m eternal world, ready to open and receive 
i in any moment of time. 
With the exception of a desire to have his 
Ul altered, he appeared to have no other wish 
f importance to gratify; and even in this 1 
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wan prcfcrvcd i[i"pi'rli'cl peace." Mr. I><iwwi) 
visited hitn on the Wednesday before hUileAth, 
anrl uttended to some of hi« last requests rclalin: 
to his will, and oilier adairs. Martha occupied 
tieraccuMtunied chair, when he entered the liuuic, 
fast a|j|iruuc'hing to her 80th year, with btf 
glasses on, and a voice less feminine thaa ttml 
of most of the softer sex. She received him a* 
the friend of lier liuahand, who was in an upprr 
chamber; and although he was so ill the iiiglii 
before, that it was uiiecrtain whether he wuulil 
flee the returning day, he no sooner heard tk 
voice of Mr, D., than his spirit revived within 
him, like that of old Jacob; and gathering up 
hii feet, he in effect said, " I will go and see him 
before I die." He was qnicikly on the grouuii 
floor, and took his chair in the corner by the side 
of Martha. He told Mr. D. that he wished to 
have his will altered. This was soon done, at 
his effects were not large, owing to his charitiw, 
his gifts to hj>> children, and the property ot 
which he hn<l been deprived. He further ob- 
Bvrved, that lie wished to be buried at Aberforil, 
— that his friend Simpson was to bake a tiack of 
meal into bread, — and that two cheeses were to 
be purchased. Mr, D., who was scarcely pre- 
pared for the reception of the two last iteniK. 
M'iished to know the reason of such preparatio] 
when Samuel replied, "There will be athoui 
people at my funeral. As soon as I am gi 
you must advertise it in the Leeds paper*, 
oiy friends will all come." Mr. D. very proper!] 
but (ilfcetioiiately remonstrated with him, 
yesting lo hiiii tlie probable copt, the propriety 
of persons not specially invited providing ' 
Iheniselvch, and tlie serious effect it would 
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upon the little lie had to leave. " That's raiglit," 
responded Martha, who heard what was said; 
"persuade him off it." Samuel, who still re- 
tained liis ancient spirit, exclaimed, with ttie 
tear starting in his eye, " Expense, ham ! 1 never 
was a miser while I lived, and I should not like 
Id die one." Being again pressed to dismiss the 
subject from his mind, he said, "When the 
multitudes came to our Lord, he could not think 
of them fainting by the way." He reminded 
Mr. Dawsonofthetext (Isaiah xlviii. 18,} wliich 
he had previously told him to select, from which 
to improve the occasion of his death. On Mr. 
D. leaving thehonse, Martha being too iufirra to 
accompany him, sent her voice across the room, 
and said, in allusion to the funeral sermon, just 
as he stood in the door-way, " See that de'nt set 
him te heigh." This was in true character. 
She knew Mr. D.'s high opinion of Samuel; 
and although she dearly loved her husband, yet 
her stern sense of justice, and lier jealousy for 
the honour of God, led her to give what sli« 
deemed a timely caution. 

His thoughts were now solely directed to his 
"departure," and he gave directions to one of 
the persons that attended him to take the dimen- 
sions of a closet on the ground floor, in order 
to ascertain whether it was sufficiently large to 
admit the full length of his body after his de- 
cease. This being done, he said, "As soon as 
I die, you must take the body down and lay it 
out ; for you will not be able to get the coffin 
cither down stairs, or out at the window." 

Two young men, mcmhersof the Pontefract 
■ Wesleyan Society, watched with him during the 
"nt night of his life; and from one of these,— 



ttntnii 



THK VILLAfiK BLACKSMITH. 

Mr. James Fuster, foiue interesting particulan 
have been commn nicated. "White I was id 
London," sai<l he. to them, " Dr. C. eneoara^ 
me to preach full sanctiftcnttoii, smdlwilliosB. 
It shall be doue : failh laughs at imposHibilitin, 
and eric? — It shall be t/onc. Sing, joys, sing." Id 
compliance with his request, they sung the well- 
known doxology, composed by Bishop Keua, 

" Prai« God from "boro all lilessings flow;" 

ft hymn which wili never cease to be heard ia 
heaven by warbling millions of redeemed inUl- 
ligencea from earth — its strains no sooner drop- 
ping by one uidividual, or one part of the militaal 
church, than resumed by another — the continu- 
ous song Sowing on, till the la^t saint of God 
rfiall wing his way from time to eternity, 
one of the young men asking him whether 
had any wish to be restored so far as 
to preach again, he replied, " No;" then added, 
"If it would glorify Gud, and do good to sonlf, 
I should be willing." 

In the course of the night, he repeatedly ex- 
claimed "Glory, glory, glory!" then inauextacy 
broke out, — " I shall see him for myself, and not 
for another. The Lord has wrought a miracle for 
me. He can — I know he can-^I cannot dispute 
it. Christ in me the hope of glory. I am like 
the miser, the more I have, the more I want." 
His ear, like his heart, seemed only tuned for 
heavenly sounds, " Sing the hymn," said he, 

" Who are these arrayed in white. 
Brighter than the noon-day 9un, 

FoTcmtj^t <jf the Hini ol' ligbt ; 
Nearest the eternal throne ?" 
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during the whole of which, he coiitintiefl to 
wave his haml in triumph. Then Hgain, wit!i 
untiring perseverance in the exercise of praise, 



I 



iie iiyiun being finished, he said, " Blessed 
Jesus! this cheers my spirits." It was said to 
him, "You will soon be aDioiiy; the dead, Sa- 
muel." "No doubt about that," he replied; 
" but I am ready to be offered up — glory be to 
the Lamb ! Some of the friends in London told 
me, tbiit I did nut know how to pray; but 
I kuow better tlian that — glory — glory — glory ! 
Mercy of inereies ! Lord, save me!" He was 
again asked, " What must we say to your friends, 
who enquire after you ?" "Tell them, joy, that 
I have all packed u[i — Ihnt 1 am still in the old 
ship, with my anchor cast within the veil — and 
that my sails are up, filled with a heavenly breeze. 
In it short time, I shall be launched into the 
heavenly ocean," A mariner, anil even some 
landsmen, might he able to discover a confusion 
of metaphor here; but the Christian can look 
through all this, and can perceive a soul in rea- 
diness for a state of endless felicity. 

A heavenly smile ])layed upon his counte- 
nance, and the joy he experienced gave a viva- 
city to his eye, which scarcely comported with 
the general debility of his system. Prayer occu- 
pied some of the short intervals between hymns; 



nnd such was the influence of God i 



ipon every 



exercise, thai it seemed as though other tones 
were heard than those from mortal lips, and ths 
room itself was " the gate of heaven." One of 



■HHi 



lite persons who attended lilm, observed, "1 
have spent whole nights in reading and pra;rer; 
but the night spent by the bed side of Samiiel 
Hick, exceeded thcni all." 

In the afternoon of the day on which he died, 
some of his friends came from Sherburn to set 
him. Unable audibly to pray ivith them himt^elf, 
he requested them to pray, and with great !ec- 
blcness gave ont the first verse of one of hi* 
favourite hymns, 



1 



If Mokrr while 



■* I'll pisise D 



Praiie Bhall ci 



I'rc brealh ; 

I death, 

nubler |iuwen." 



To a neighbour, he observed with unusual 9 
Icmnity, " I have hs much religion as will t 
me to heaven;" then paiisiog a few seconi^ 
"but I have none for Matty;" adding, 
another pause, "and none for the childrc 
This is the kty which unlocks the secret of \ 
real feelings, and shews that there was i 
thought of funeral parade in what he had pd 
vionsly observed, — nothing beyond a wish t^ 
hiti remains might admoni^li the living o 
subject of mortality. He found that he hod 
nothing of which to boast — no more religion 
than was barely necessary — anri wished to im- 
press upon those around, the importance of per- 
sonal piety. Some of his last words were, 
" Ppiice, joy, and love." As evening drew on, 
his speech began to falter; yet every sentence 
utterc(i by those around appeared to be undcr- 
itood; and when that hymn was sung, 

"Te virgin tuulK, uri"<',"' it. 
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Ttered into the spirit uf il j espocialiy when 
e friends came to, 

"Tii(> evEHnsting dvon 

Shall loan the saints receive 

Above yon nngpl powers 
to|.lon.ii.jo,..li„, 

Far from a world of grief and sin, 

With God pUrnallj shut in ;— 

It the enunciation of the first line of which 
J he lifted his dying hand, and waved it 
iund till it fell by his side ; still feebly raising 
i turning round his forefinger, as the arm was 
■■etched on the bed, betokening his triiiniph 
frer the " last enemy," and shewing to those 
; with him, that he was — to use lan- 
»ge previously employed by him — going "full 
_^1 towards the harbour," and had an entranee 
ininister»l to him "abundantly into the ever- 
tasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." Just at the moment that the vital spark, 
which had been sometime twinkling in its 
socket, was emitting its last ray, he opened his 
eyes, and feebly articulated, " I am going; get 
_me sheets ready;" and died. This was about 
^ven o'clock, on Monday night, November 9th, 

J in the 71st year of his age.* 
' On the day of interment, which wms the 
BCceeding sabbath, such was the sympathy 
excited in the neighbourhood, that the people 
lor some miles round, uninvited, attended the 
mineral. " Some hundreds," says Mr. Dawson, 

* The age here specified, is that which was ott the bretut- 
_teo( the cifffhi. His brollier, it may be proper to notice, i»i of 
faioo that be o-a-s two years older than there •itnlcd. The wrilrr 
BhtTing hud an opportunity to cunKult the Register, ii unable 
' 1* between the doles. 

Aa2 
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" went to Micklefi«l(], which is at>oat two miW 
from Abcrfiird. Tin; funeral (iroccssion swelW 
as it proceeded-, ami when all met at AbtrlV'l, 
it wa» eoiiipiited,oii a niwlerate ealcuiatiun, iIim 
not lews tlian a tliou^uiid persons were asseiublo: 
togetlii-r." Tliis reiwlered Samuel's "lliousaiu; 
almust prophetic, unt) in tlie ilark ages »'uui< 
have won for him the character of a sccf 
Without any pretension to tiuch gifts', the fiti: 
itself of snch an extnumlinary euucotn-fe of [m 
pie in a comparativclv Lliinly |)optiluIed distric , 
sflurds an eminent instance ot public opinion u. 
lavour of intet;rity, usefulness, and tin assu mini: 
worth. Mr. JD. adde, " Had uot the day btci. 
rather wet, and the ruads very dirty iu cohh'- 
quence of it, it is probable many more wuiilil 
have been there. Tlie church was crowded, and 
scores could nut obtain admission. Theworllij 
vicar would not permit his curate to read ibie 
service, but went through it himself, as a mark 
of the respect he bore to the deceased, and ww 
much pleased with the excellency of the singiog. 
It was truly affeetiug to fee the crowd press to 
the grave, to take their last look of the cullin 
that enclosed his mortal remains. They gaz«d 
awhile ; — they turned aside, and wept, exclaim- 
ing, 'Ifevcrthere wasagoodinan, Sammy Hick 
was one.'" Mr. D. might have added, that tlii' 
inUrm and aged, who were unable to follow llie 
corpse, appeared in the door-stead of their 
houses, wiping away the tears as the procession 

■ ; and tliat, pleased as the clergyman ^a. 
e ringing, the tear was seen glisteniiiL." 

prlo the course of the service, 

leatb was improved the sabbath fulluw. 
" ■_ Dawson, who took the text, which, 
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as noticed, Samuel bad selected. The cbupel 
was incapable of contuitiing one half of the 
people that assembled; and though there had 
been a coa<-iderable fall of snow in the course 
of the forenoon, the preacher and congregation 
were under the necessity of worsbipping in the 
open air. Such wan the anxious solicitude of ' 
the people to pay respect f, his memory, that 
no less than nine additional Juneral sermons 
were preached, indifft-rent parts of the Tadras- 
tcr circuit, besides others in those of Selby and 
Pontefract; and some of the simple.- hearted 
were heard to say, " I love heaven the better, 
Jiecause of Sammy Hick being th'.re," 



CONCLUSION OF THE MEMOIR. 



I 

^b 1. In Samuel Hick we are presented with 

^B additional exemjilificatiDn of the numerous 

^Bets which go to support an argument pur- 

^Bed in a small, but interesting tract, entitled, 

*' Great Effects from LrrrLB Causes." It 

is thei-e shewn, that every man, woman, and 

child can do something — can do much ; that we 

Ueannot stir, without touching some string that 

Hwill vibrate after our heads are laid in the dustj 

Vbat one word of pious counsel, uttered in the 

' -hearing of a child, may produce an effect upon 

children's children whose influence may be felt 

on the other side of the globe, and may extend 

to eternity; and that it is not improbable that 

eternity will disclose to us, how the astonishing 

events of this age sprung at first from the closet 

of some obscure saint, like Simeon and Hannah 

of old, "praying to God alway, and waiting for 

tbe consolation of Israel." What hati resulted 

Aa3 
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from (be labours of Samuel Hick, emphatlcallr 
one of " the weak things of tlie world," is 
bevoitd tfae power of any uue, except an Infinite 
lotelli^encr, to calculate. He M:t many a ho- 
man beiiii^ in motion fur heaven, and accelerated j 
the (uarcli of ot)ieri<. I 

2. The admirable economy of Metbodiinn b 1 
unfolded, in accouimodatingitself to thebestnw- 
ments of God to his creatures, whether lie 
confers upon the individual the lesser ur tbc 
more exalted intellectual enciowmcntii, — and the 
tlesi^DS of that God in holding every talent in 
requisition for the general good of wanlfiiiil. 
No diiipara^ment i» intended toother Christian , 
communities, by stating, that the Kstablislied . 
Church, the Calvinisf, Uie Baptists^the Society 
CFf Friends, could not, agreeably to their econo- | 
my. have found employment for such a man as 
was Samuel Hick. Tbey would have been atH 
loss to know what to do with him, ; and would 
have been ashamed of him as a preacher, how- 
ever they might have borne with him as a 
Christian. But Methodism, while she lays tier 
band upon the pounds, has never disdained to 
aU>op to the pence ; and it is in the pence — Uie 
pence, in more senses than the metaphorical ope 
intended — that she finds her strength. " Gather 
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be 
lost," will apply in a thousand cases, besides the 
one which called forth the remark from the Son 
of God. 
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NOTE. 

in the moiitli of January, of the present year, 
1833), just as some of the last sheets of tlie third 
lition of the Memoir of her departed husband 
■ere passing through thu press, Martha was 
immoned into the presence of her Lord. With 
1 the prudence and care ^vhich characterized 
[T proceedings, a proper occasion, as will hav« 
ten perceived, was all that was necessary to 
aw out the truly noble and independent spirit 
hich she possessed, and of the credit of which 
te bad been deprived from the heedless exiiber- 
ice of her husband's givings. The jirt^fits of 
le first edition of this volume were sacredly set 
«rt for her benefit; and when Mr. Dawson 
resented her with the first-fruits, he was ac- 
)sted by her, with, — " I cannot think of taking 

ay thing, till I know that Mr. shall 

bffer no loss by it ;" and it was not till she was 
itisfied on this point, that she could be in- 
iced to accept the offering. Her faculties were 
'eatly impaired before she died; but she left 
le world, if not with Samuel's triumph, in 
Ihristian peace. 
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iter's intention, as the reaJer will 
rocuiringtopaffi; 68oftlie preceding 
to have presented Lis subject in the 
■of his oHii peculiar dialect; Imt as there 
|r much even in the man's gravity — para- 
J as it may seem, to arrest and retain in 
ihe snushinc of the human spirit, there 
peared a danger of overstepping the boundary 
le, which lay — in his case, between the pfeamut 
d the ludicrous, and hence its abamlonnicnt. 
ic prnpricty of the plan adopted, has hern 
iply confirmed, by the perusal of a roii^h copy 
^hefollowingAddress, pnblisliedhyMr.Georjje 
irrison, Barnsley, to which are appended twu 
mns, professing to be the composition of the 
ceased. The person who could ascribe the 
ter to the pen uf Samuel, mnst — independent 
all other considerations, have hern ill ac- 
ainted with him, as well an possessed of little 
Ileal acnmen, not to reject such ascription, 
■rely on the ground of internal evhlence: and 
ceference to the former, it must be a source 
sincere regret to all who revere the memory 
Samuel Hick, to hnd him tricked out in the 
trsest and most ridiculous attire, for the pur- 
se of amusing the vulgar, like a mercenary 
libation at a Tillage festival. The first Hymn is 
" e found in "The Young Man> Calling ; or, 
pWbole Duty of Youth. Tenth Edition, 
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17-5.*' There are six stanzas in the original, 
and only five in the copy given by Mr. Harrison. 
The wliole Hymn is given at the close, in the 
originally cunstructed stanza. The language 
of Mr. J)awson, in a letter to the writer, is not 
too strong on the occasion, and his feelings far 
from solitary, when he says, "I am deeply 
grieved, that the printer should have made 
Samuel appear so ridiculous, as he has done. 
One might suppose ^an enemy' had done it, 
with a view to hold Samuel, his preaching, bis 
doctrine, and his admirers, to the scorn of the 
enemies of Methodism. There are sentiments 
in the Address, if properly expressed, deserving 
of attention ; but they are rendered worse than 
foolish, by the manner in which they have been 
printed. As for the Hymns, they were never 
composed by Samuel." Mr. Dawson is correct, 
as will have been perceived, in stating, that the 
Hymns were not composed by Samuel. This 
is the opinion of one who was intimately ac- 
quainted with the subject of the Memoir up- 
wards of thirty years — who is well skilled in 
the dialect of the neighbourhood — and who, 
after going through the whole Address, has 
placed, in interlinear order, the proper pro- 
nunciation above the false typography, shew- 
ing, in one page alone — the others bearing a 
crowded proportion, no less than One Hun- 
dred and Sixty-four departures from Samuel's 
regular mode of pronunciation. However the 
publisher, therefore, may have toiled after per- 
fection, stating, that " great care has been 
taken to copy His peculiar and original style of 
phraseology and strong provincial dialect," it 
is any thing but the*language of Samuel Hick, 
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^pi it is aity t))iii£^ but a compliment to his me- 
^nury. One professtfl design, in reference l" 
^ne reailtrs — " that something' might be pub- 
^mfaetl wliich would remind them of bini, who 
Mbough 'being dead yet speHkelli,' " will remain 
BppacL'omnlished. Persons, wcH acquainted with 
^bmiiel, will be as readily reminded ol the patri- 
Hrch's address to his son, as of him. — " The 
^Bice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the 
^■infls of £sHU." But admitting the voice to be 
^pard, still it recurs again and again— it is nol 
^Be iangiiage ; and one of the evils y, its pro- 
^^B£fr^ to be what, in reality, it is not. 
^f The Address, which is in the expository 
Hhnn, and which ought to be designated only 
^Kn substance of what was advanced, was de- 
Hpered in the Wesleyau Methodist Chapel, 
■brket Weightoo, Sunday, May 23d, 1S24, 
Hm was taken down by Mr. William B. P. — a 
|H^a<ly writer," from whose MS. it has been 
VHnted. Sucli wa< the effect it produced upon 
nonest Samuel himself, partly from the unex- 
pected nature of the circumstance, and partly 
from the novel feeling excited by the <uddea 
n.*petition of the thoughts, through the mediuto 
of another, upon his own ear, whctt lie wa> 
converted from the preacher to tlie hearer, 
after service in the parlottr of Miw P. — that he 
burst into Cears — returned thanks to God — 
and hoped, thai, if prinu-d, it would prove a 
blessing to thousands, when his bones ware 
moulilering in the dust. The hope of appear- 
ing in print, cherished by a wish to be useful, 
moved like a .spirit with him through the whole 

Cliri^tian pilgrimage — de»irou» that iu 
ia life, the warniiiK voice alight aevtr 
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cease lo be heard. Its jxibWcatioa requires a 
apology ; aii<t knowing this, it was purposely 
witlihcid from the first edition ; and liad ibf 
biugragiher consulted either his taste or bit 
judgment, it wuuid have been withheld from 
the prcBent. But as an imperfect copy has goot i 
forth in harlequin habiliments fur the laugh (rfj 
the muUitudc, it seemed due to the body ^^ 
which the deceased bclongetl, as well as 1 
own character, that it should appear in I 
homely, yet general costume of his native ii 
iind not as a stranger and foreigner — scare 
to he recognised in his own neighbourhot 
for even there, few will be found to say, in refl 
renee to the publication in question, 
speech bewrayeth thee." It is painful when 
man's friends — merely from tlie itianner \ 
serving him, should be mistaken for hie enemies' 
Though there is not anything in the Ait- 
dress, which a reader of the Memoir has nui 
been prepared to expect, with the exceptional 
Homething like arrangement — forwhich Samuel, 
it is suspected, is partly indebted to Mr. P., anil 
though a? a composition, it takes an extremelj 
humble eitand, if not utterly beneath t ' ' ' 
notice, yet now, that it is before the publi^ 
becomes the duty of those who cannot r 
regret its publication, in tlie form referred] 
to make, as the friends of the deceased, the L 
use of its contents. There are two or thteej 
ferenccs to his own personal history, which I 
not without interest. His knowledge m»ft 
generally traced np to two sources — the saci 
urxl, and bis own experience. His first apH 
was mijdc to the Bible; and trying its tri^ 
upon bis own feelings iuid practice, he imq 
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<tiately proceeded — bein^ siitislied of their ac- 
curdaiifc with each ullicr, to offer his views to 
his feilinp-creatHres, conoliidiiiEr that, on the 
testimony of two such witncssps, there ought, 
to be no gainsaying, no rcsi^tiince, but an im- 
mediate adoption of what was advanced, with- 
out making due allowance, or perhaps cVeH 
thinking of cither tlie rationality or free-agency 
of the j)crsoiis whom he was addressing. He 
tlius often bccan>e the textnist and expositor of 
his own experience : he saw, tie felt, lie be- 
lieved; and bis assertion was deemed sufficient 
to convince others. 

In speaking of the Supreme Being " soon 
making a job of it," he was employing the 
language of his trade, and drawing from his 
own resources, in a reference to his sudden 
conversion, and also to that of others, as in tlie 
case of the inn-keeper's wife, whose change wae 
as rapid as his own. Tlie generality of hi« 
auditors were in the humbleit walks of life; and 
the manner in which he adverts to the trials and 
mercies of the poor, brings the subject home to 
diPir business and tn their bosoms, in a way in 
which some of our men of refined taste, and of 
wwring genius, would neither have discovered 
nor stooped to — some hovering always some- 
wliere beyond mid-heaven, and others relishing 
only the beauty and elegancy of language and 
sentiiuenl. 

While some of the distinctions, ns in the 
ease of "epirit and soul" — in which he appears 
to be aided a tittle by his short-hand friend, are 
too nice for the discrimi native faculties he pos- 
sessed, there are others in which he appears to 
advantage; as in the different uses he makes of 
B b 2 
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rejoicing and thanksgiving, — referring the oiic 
lo the Christian's feelings, and the otlier to the 
mercies tlirout^li which those feelini^s are ex- 
cited. His observations on " quench not tlie 
Spirit/' are natural, and the points touched 
upon, if attended to, such as are calculated to 
improve the heart. The simile of the "trees," 
wliich, by the way, has been partly employed in 
the Memoir, without the writer being aware at 
the time, that it liad been used by Samuel, ifi 
one of those modes of illustration calculated to 
produce similar effects upon others ; and the 
use of it is no more derogatory to the dignity of 
the subject — though rather homely withal, tbau 
the use of a barren fig tree, dug about and 
dunged, for the instruction of the multitude. 
Perhaps not quite so much can be said in favour 
of his comparison of different degrees of grace 
with the coinage of the realm ; yet laughable 
though it be, it contains in it a trutli, which 
every judicious reader will at once perceive, 
without being disposed to push it beyond the 
meaning intended to be conveyed — that each 
succeeding blessing from God, rises in real 
value, in the same proportion as it brings ui 
into conformity with his own divine image : nor 
will the biblical student be much offended, when 
he recollects that Samuel might be led to the 
association of religion with the produce of the 
mint, through his mind hovering, like a bird, 
over the servant, that " digged in the earth, and 
hid his lord's money ;" and over that other pas- 
sage, " The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hid in a field ;" or the female, who, 
*' having ten pieces of silver," lost one of them — 
j»wept the house — found it — and rejoiced. 
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OF AN 



ADDRESS 



** He^ouM emermwe. Pray wUhoui ceasing. In every thing giv 
thanki : for ihig U the wiU of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
j^ou. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesying^. 
* prove all things: holdfast that which is good. Abstain from 
att appearance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly : and I pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and 
body^ be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesut Christ:' 

1 Thess. v. 16 — 23. 



I have to tell you, that you have only an old 
blacksmith in the pulpit to-night, and that you 
may look for very plain truths. When I firs^t 
began to preach, I was sadly afraid, lest I should 
not he able to recollect my text, for I could 
neither read nor write. But now, blessed be 
the Lord, I can do both. The Lord is a wonder- 
ftil teacher ; and when he undertakes any work, 
he can soon make a job of it. I caimot preach 
a learned sermon ; but I can give you the worct 
of God just as I have it before me. 

*• Rbjoick kvermore." — ^The text says 
^^ evermore.'* What! rejoice in tribulation^ in 

Bb 3 
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fumiiiP ami iiafceiliiPSf, — wlien there- is no momji 
in the puck et, anri no nii-Rt in the ciijibuard? 
WHS there ever a man, think you, that could du 
•o ! O ye?, my friends I eaii find you a man 
that did. What says Habakkuk ? " yJ/tfiough 
the fig free thiill not blossom, neither shall fruil 
be in the vines ; the laliour of the olive shall /nil. 
ami /he fle/tls shiill yield no meat ; thejloek thuU 
he rut ojf from the fold, and there shall be tw 
herd in the stalls ; t/et I will rejnice in the Lorti. 
I will foi/ in the God of my salvation." Do yini 
think 1 cannot find yon another iu the word of 
God ? O yes, I can. What says Job after all 
his losses and sufferings? "Naked came I out of 
wy mother's wonih, and naked nhntl I return 
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath trtlien 
away:" and wliitt then? Why, "■Blesseil he the 
name of the Lord.'" Who would have cx|iecte(l 
this? Not the infidel, I atn sure. He wouM 
rather have thought that Job ought to Iiave said, 
"And cursed be the name of the Lord !" Anil 
do you think, friends, that we are going to b» 
beat by these Old Testament saints — those llml 
lived in the dark ages! No, no. St. Paul ii{)esl[l 
about being "Joyful m trihtlation." 
text, he says, "rejoice ei^emiores" — "and o_ 
I say rejoice." You may do as you like, frIenV 
but for my part, 1 am determined to enjoy ti' 
privilege — to " rejoice evermore," as here com- 
manded. 

*' Pbav without ckasing." That is, life 
lu the spiritot prayer j and pray with youri'OM' 
as often as you have opportunity. Yuu mat 
praywhenyouareat your work, as well aHWhfii 
you are upon your knees. Many a time have I 
prayed, while shoeing a horse; and I know tbui 
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;'£od has butli beard and answered inp. Were it 
not for this inwnrd prayvr, how could we "pray 
■oDithout ceasing f" St. Paul did not mean, that 
were to leave our business, or our t'arnili£i, 
id be always u|>on our knees. No, no. 1 have 
\y bufiinesa to iiiind, and my family to provid* 
; and, glory be to God ! while we " proi-id^ 
tkitigs honest in the sight of all men," we nidj 
I'work out" our "salvation" by praying secretly 
loHim. But this i? not all. ' We 'should have 
■mt times for prayer, both public and private ; we 
'Ithuuld pray with our families, and also in the 
Ibntsr of Gild. It would be a sad thing, if, in 
l&e day of judgment, any of our children were 
No rise up, and say, " I never heard tny parent! 
^ray; I may have heard them curse and Hvear, 
ftod tell lies, but not pray." Olher children 
■lay say, " We have heard our parentK pray, — 
fat they said tlie Lonl'f; prayer; the very firel 
pord of which was a lie in their mouths. They 
inew that God was not tlieir 'Father;' th«y 
ieitber loved nor served him, but wereo/VieVr 
bMer the devil." O, luy friends, this outside, 
bis formal i-eligion, will not do; we must get 
t into our hearts. Then our prayers will be 
btfceptable to God, and useful to ourselves. 

b. "In JiVKEY THING GIVE THANKS." Whslt 

tar a bad debt, or a broken leg ? for parish pay ? 
^r a diuner of herbs ? for a tliatched cottage ? 
Aye, praise God for all things. He linows what 
ts best for \i». We have more than ivc deserve; 
And we should neither lake a bite of bread, nor 
% drink of water, without giving thanks fpr 
|bem. If we were more thankful for our mer- 
Wefl, God would give us more: but we are by 
inture so very ungrateful — either murmuring 
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agiiin^t providence, or ixiwctlng- so mncb mort 
than common foml aiK) raiment, ttiat wc Ti«ed> 
puflitive command, before wc will give thank) 
for H'hut God rives tt> iis «at ut l)is tree btmiity. 
— Yoii iiiiiKl pivc, tiKmka, tfiftn ; "for (kii in tk 
vitl of God in Vhrkt Jisiu inttvtnting you!' 
Now, llio i(>j7/ot'Cr»i>!ihtTiitd be the laui tuuA^; 
and you bear, that it " is the ivil! of God in Ctirisi 
JffiUB," that ClirUtian men should " rejoice over- 
m<ire ; [iniy witlioiit Censing ; and in nvery thing 
gfive thatikH." Another [lart of the text is, 

" Quench not tiik SamiT," You that have 
tliu Spirit of God, fee thsit you do not qiii-iKli 
it. Grace is a very tender jtiant, and may easily 
be dtf!<lroycd. You need not go to bed drunk, 
to quench the Spirit. Il may be c)uenched tiy 
nef^k'ting m&yev, hiyg^iving yourminde to fool- 
ish and trifling objtcttij liy attending to earlhlj' 
things, by refusing to do good, by not praying 
with yon r l^milies. — The nia«ter witli whom I 
was un apprentice, never used fjiniiiy pniyer: I 
have often tliought of it since: and it was no 
wonder, that we grew up co very wiclted. When 
I got converted, it was as natural (or me to pray 
with my family, as il was to live. I should be 
like a fish out of water without prayer. — But we 
may also grieve or (jueneh the Sjiirit, by refusinij 
to da our duty, and by speaking rashly with our 
moutha. I remember quenching the Spirit of 
God in this way once. A mun came into m; 
shop, and asked me to ilo a job for him. Being 
afraid he would never pay, I felt vexed that he 
should ask nie, and hastily told him, that I wouM 
not'tlo it. But I soon felt that I had done wrong, 
atid would have given almost any thing to bav^' 
bad my words back again. Besides, 1 though* 
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Ithe refusal might lose the man a half day's 
B*ork. But I was offiuy giianl ; the devil gHuicd 

■lis point; and pride hindered me from confess- 
ing my sin. Well, what was to he dune? Satan 
load gotten me down ; hut 1 wa^ nut to lie there, 
^And give all up. No. 1 .^aid to my wife, "I hav« 
lust my evidenee of Ihe favour of God ; I will go 
to Mr. Bramweil, — he is a man of [jrajcr, and 
will help nie to obtain it again." He did so, anii 
I found it, — glory he to God ! 

"DkspisK NOT PROPHBSYING8." Do not turn 
your baeks iijion the word of God ; for "faith 
ttimefh III/ hearing, and hraring hif the word of 
God." I told you, that you have only an old 
blacksmith fur your preacher. But yuu must 
uot think, that, because of that, you have no 
need to repent, and turn to God, What I say, 
is true ; and if I speak according to the will of 
God, you have as much right to attend to what 
I say, as though the greatest preacher in the 
world were in the pulpit. Yuu may not think 
me a veryiofse preacher, but I am n very 4n/« 
one for you; for if I preach at all, Jt must be 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I know nothing 
else; and if I were to lose my religion, I shuulil 
not olfer to preach another sermon, — But i must 
gQt on, or J shall preach too long, — and long 
sermons do no good. In the first age of Chris- 
tianity, some were for Paul, some tor Apollos, 
and some for Cephas. Some said one thing, and 
lume said another; but we are to " /ri/ the spi- 

1 rits whether they are of God." And St. Paul 
•ays, 

■" Prove all things," Do not be content 

^irithany religion that coiuestohand, but examine 

\\tf and see if it be right — according to Scripture. 
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Some folk bou^t ubout nut changing tli«r ^^ 
liirion,iiti<] that — however tlicymay live — reckon 
tlicy will iKit )mvt' to xct-k their I'digion attaffi. 
Altt«, for thf-'in 1 They arc t-alleil Chrititians on 
ua better f<:ruun(l thnn Turks nre calkd Mahom- 
eilunx, — iiKTfly bt-fiiust.' their futhers and ihdr 
frrnmlfMhvrH were called so. When I first 
bvcimit- ri'ligioUK, I tliought 1 wuuhl join llit 
brst jicople, uiul be right if possible. I knev 
ivhat the clnii'ch was ; so that I did not need lo 
try it. I went to a Cutholie chapel, as the Cb- 
tliolici* i^ay llioy ui'o the oldest Christians in ibe 
world, mid make great jireiensions to be the trae 
Church. Hut 1 did nut understand tbeir Latin 
pruyiTD and inimkifh ceremonies, and found 1 
could got noi;(iu<t to my soul (here. I thenwem 
ton Quaker-Meeting j but tliere was never a 
WMrd«|)iikrii; and I wniited to know how [might 
love and srrn' (Jod. After that, I went to llit! 
Baptisis {iiiil the Calviiii-its ; but the Methodists 
BUited me l)e>.t. Still 1 am not -.lavisldy bouiiii 
to any pcirty ; and if 1 could find a gainer, > 
better, or a cheaper way of getting to heaven, 1 
would williiiifly go that way. — " Hold fast that 
wltuh is f(Ood." Having found religion, don't 
be so ready to part with it. Hold it fast. The 
world, the flesh, and the devil, will strive to get 
it from yoii; hut be determined sooner to part 
with your life, than make shipwreck of faith an^ 
a good conscience. 

"AnslAIN KBOM ALL APPKAHANCE OF EVtL," 

TUh is a capital direction. How many people 
get wrong through self- conceit, and proud con- 
Hdenc<' ! " O," say tliey, " there is no harm in 
hueh a tiling, and such a thing; it is not clearly 
forbidden in Scripture." They are not sure 
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[hetlier it la rii^htor nroa^; so tbev will even 
live the venlure, although tfae Scriptore ^'j', 
Efe that doubtcth is Jamnaf' — that i&, cou- 
Bined iu his couscienoe. If there be aa 
^pearance o/evU," do not venture. When I 
lapy where on business, I aliiays sitrive to get 
t of the way of wieked men. I am like a fii^h 
t of water here ai^in ; I c<iiinut live out of luy 
lent; I am always afraid of being corrupieil 
them. " Can a man take fire into hh bosom, 
I his clothes not be burnt?" Now, I am 
fiing to the very best part of the subject : I 
, sure I can ^ay something about i-anctilica- 
n, for I love it best. 
"And the very God of peack sAXcrrFy 

[ WHOLLY, TllHOUGHOlT SPIRIT, SOCL, AND 

IBY." It seems to me that man is made up of 
ree parts, — a spirit, «bieh is immortal, — a soul, 
^■Lich he has as an animal, — and a body, which 
is the dwelling- place of the soul and spirit. 
The body Mill soon die; and of each it may 
soon be said, " Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
•lust to dust." But when that part of us which 
is taken from the earth, shall join again its 
" kindred dust," it will then have passed into 
iinuthtT state, and will either be " numbered 
with the blest," or " with tlie damned cast out." 
Should it have been made holy during the time 
it was united to the body, it will go to a place of 
happiness. If unsancti^ed, it will be driven tu 
a place of misery. Some men have thought, that 
the terms " spirit and soul," in the text, refer to 
the powers and dispositions of the mind ; but 
which ever way it is, and whether yon divide 
mfin into three parts, or thirty parts, St. Paul 
^teans to include them all iu this entire saucti- 

m m 1 
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iicatioii. Wc are first to be sanctified, and ihea 
to be ^^ preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus (hrlsf** Tlie justification of a 
f inner is a great work, wbicli none but God can 
perlorin ; but to sanctify tbat sinner wholly, is 
almost more than the mind can understand. 
There are many wlio stagger at the doctrine of 
entire sanctification, and cannot think that it 
refers to any state of grace upon earth. But St. 
Paul prays, that tlic Thessalonians may be tliw 
tanetified, and often speaks of it in his other 
Epi-iles. He dechires, that " this is the will of 
(wod, even your smictification.'* I liad doubli 
about this doctrine once : but I was convinced 
of the truth of it one day, while going through 
a wood. I saw two trees which had been felled. 
One of them had been cut away to make a ship, 
or a coffin, or something else : but the stumpwdB 
left in the ground, and young trees were again 
growing out of the old one. Ah, thought I, 
this is like a man who is justified. The stump 
of his evil nature remains, ami fresh evils spring 
up and trouble him. Well Sirs, I came to the 
other tree. It was laid upon the ground, but the 
roots were stubbed uj), so that it could not grow 
again. I said to niyself, this tree is like a man 
in a sanctified state; the strings are cut which 
tied him to the world ; and the earth is no longer 
about his roots ; " the world iscnicified" to him, 
and he '* unto the world.'' I got a fair view of 
the (loctrifu; of sanctification that day; and it 
was the Lord himself, that made use of these 
two trc es to teach me what I desired to know. 
I sometimes eom[)are religion to the best coin of 
the realm. First, there is repentance : this may 
be compared to a seven shilling piece; though 
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there is but little of it, still it is good. Theu 
cuDics panlun: this is like liaU'a guinea. Next 
jcom essaiiclification; this is like aguinea. Now, 
would be content nith seven shilliug»i, or 
fen with Iiulf a guinea, when he might jut^t as 
ill have a whole guinea, by applying for it ? 
k What a blessed world this will be, when the 
trifitiiin church zealously contends for the 
ttrine of Christian holiness ! Nearly the 
Bole *>i our natural disortlers are owing to our 
If people were mure religious, there 
tild nut be si) much need of doctors ; and 
len the luiltenium comes, they may get a fresh 
tide j for as there will then be no more sin in 
the world, so there wrll be no more pain or 
sickuess. This state of holiness is not without 
its triak. As you got into it by faith, you may 
get out of it by unbelief. You must nut think, 
that the battle is ended, or the work is done, 
n'lien you have stepped into this liberty uf the 
gospel. No : you are to be 

"Prksi;hvkd slamhless," When persecu- 
tion or tribulation arises, whether from the devil 
or uiati, do not part with your sanctificaiion. It 
will abide a storm. Do not slip into a state 
which U mot^' dangerous, though not so much 
exposed ; and if you should lose your hold, strive 
to get it again. It sometimes happens, in a 
great battle, that a particular house or barn it 
taken urid retaken many times in a day. I have 
lost thi? sanctification different times, but I 
always got it again. I have suffered a good deal 
for sanctiheation. The devil once got hold of 
uic tbuB- — A cunning man came iiiio my shop 
one day, and asked me what good I got by going 
lo lovcfeasts andothir meetings, and whether it 
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wa$ not possible to live to God nithont so inuA 
troiiblf, nud so much praying? Wliat hesaid,Bet 
me a reasunlng. 1 Uioui^it I could, uiid began to 
try ; but 1 soon lost my evideuci.- of sane ti 6 cation, 
ami as soon frtt my loss. I wns like old Pilgrim, 
who had loi't bis roll, and went back to find It. 
There are people who bclievf, that sin will 
never be destroyed, l>iil by death ; and thus ^ 
make deatli a mightier eonqti^ror tliau JejUi 
Christ, The founders of our Church had other 
views, for they taught lis to pray, that tlie 
" tbouirlits of our hearts may be cleansed by die 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit." If the thonglit> 
are cleansed, we are sure that the words will be 
holy and the life good ; for it is out of the hear!, 
«s the fountain, that all evils flow. The luu- 
ipiage is nothing hut the bell, and the hands the 
index, to shew what is within. If there wasim 
clock-work in the inside, we should never know 
the hour of the day. The promise of the Saviour 
is, that the gospel shall be preaclied as a witiie» 
among all nations, and that then the end shall 
come. The end of what ? — the end of the woH'l ' 
"No, no; the wickedness of the wit'ked shall t'tJiuc 
to an cud, and the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of God. This doctrine I w!ll preadi to 
the end of my life. If the King were to make » 
decree, that if any man dared to preach the 
doctrine of sanctification, he shuiiUl have !ii» 
head cnt off, I would willingly go and hiy my 
head upon the block, and would shout wiili my 
last breath, " if/oj/ the verj/ God o/jjenre siiii' hfy 
yoH w/iollff, throughout boili/, soul, ami .\j.ini. 
and preserve you blameless unto the tainhn "f 
our Lord Jems Christ." O, friends, get ibi? 
vanctification of the heart — pray to God for il 
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Irnet^tty — believe that it is yoiir privile_^e to 
'if>y it — autl claim titp bles.iirig by failli in 

418 Clirist. 
'he pajjisls ta)k of a purgatory after death.; 

i I have been in one in this iife ; — 



Ifiever mean to be in this purgatory oi^a^ij. 
liiie I live in the enjoyment of this religion, 
>iit invite others to partake of it. Yes, 1 will 
iSch this sancCitication 



Praise aliall employ my nobler pawera." 

t hashed many a man to destruction, but 1 

firer beard that holiness ever iajnred any man. 

p atl a wan that lived with me ; he was a very 

goo6 workman, but deterniintd to live in sin. 

He would never come In to family prayer, and it 

grieved mc sadly, that auy man should live ijpi 

my hoiise, ivUoi was sucti an enemy to godlipes^. 

He wa^ such a spendthrift, and reprobate, that 

he ha«iL hardly any clothes to his back, an,d;w»« 

alyci^'t^ in debt at tb^ alehouses and slipeoiakcr's. 

Well, 1 thought, " this must come ty an end j" 

and 1 determined to pa^t with higi. Whtl? 

reasoning one ilay upon it, I thought again, 

f bow many years has God had patience with 

X, Sammy? Why, five and twenty yearei !" 

^ I said to myself, "1 must have a bit more 

Uience with this poor fellow, and try soiw 

^er means to bring about liis conversion." 

Fell, Sirs, I set a trap for him, and baited it 

nth faith and prayer. I got him persuaded to 

Mo a lovefeast. The people wondered to see 

I there. He went ont of curl 

Cc2 
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what iho frieml" had to wiy, iinfl, U maybe, lo 
make i>port of them. Bill Got) fouiirl him out, 
iinH brought him into ^eat distress of will. 
Tliis ended in his conversion, God mai\eahraii 
nnr man of biui ; and iu- now finds thai godli- 
ness ha* the prumis^c of ihis life. He look" » 
hundred pound better than he did. He soou 
began to pay off his uld debts, and now liv» 
n-iihuut making fresli ones. Did sin ever do a 
man any good like this r No. It proini^^ 
much, but ii never perforiu» what it proniisw. 
The truth is, it has nothing to give; for " ll" 
tea^s of sin i* death." Everv sinner will shrink i 
from the payment of those wages which he ha* 
eurnetl by a life of sin. 

It is religion that makes good husbandf, 
g(x>d %rives, good children, good masters, aiwl 
goo<) servants. It is the best thing a man can 
have in this world, and it is what will fit him 
for heaven. May God save yon ! 1 hope 1 shall 
meet you all in heaven. I feel such love to you, 
that I could take you all in my arms, and carry 
you into Abraham's bosom. O, that every per- 
fon, in this congregation, may turn from Ills 
evil ways, and become a new creature! May 
" the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, 
and preserve you blameless in body, soul, and 
•pirit!" Amen! 




HYMNS 



DTBD BY THE SUBJECT OF THE MEMOIR, TO BE fVN« 

▲T HIS FUNERAL. 



HYMN I. 
I. 

Itf y life's a shade j my days 

Apace to death decline : 
My Lord is life ; he'll raise 
My dust again, even mine. 
Sweet truth to me ! I shall arise, 
And with these eyes my Saviour sae. 

11. 
My peaceful grave shall keep 
My bones to that sweet day, 
I wake from my long sleep 
And leave my bed of clay. 
Sweet truth to me ! I shall arise, ' 
And with these eyes my Saviour see. 

III. 
My Lord his angels shall 

Their golden trumpets sound ; 
At whose most welcome call 
My grave shall be unbound. 
Sweet ti^ith to me ! I shall arise, 
And with these eyes my Saviour see. 

IV. 
I said sometimes with tears, 

« Ah me ! Vm loath to die :" 
Lord, silence thou these fears ; 
My life's with thee on high. 
Sweet truth to me ! I shall arise. 
And with these eyes my Saviour see. 

V. 
What means my trembling heart, 

To be thus shy of death ? 
My life and I sha'nt part, 
Though I resign my breath. 
Sweet truth to me ! I shall arise, 
And with these eyes my Saviour see. 

VI. 
Then welcome, harmless grave j 

By thee to heaven I go. 
My Lord his death shall save 
Me from the flames below. 
Sweet truth to me ! I shall arise. 
And with these eyes my Saviour see. 

Cc3 
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ficalKHi. We art- first to be sanctified, ami tliM 
10 bf "jireMTtril hianielfss unto tin- roming if 
our LurtUftMn Vhrht" Tlic jiisflfii-alioii o( » 
■inner is a (freal work, wliicli nitiie but Goil can 
pcrlorni ; but to bHiictify ihiit sinner wlicilly,it 
■liiio^it more limn (Ik- mind can iindfMawl. 
There are many wlio staj^ger nl tlie ilocirineuf 
riilire ^Huoti fiction, and cannut tliiiik liiiit il 
rpfrrs tu any wtatc nfsrncvHi)on eartli. BiitSl. 
Paul pruys, that iliu Tlii-snalunians may be tlim 
■uiictirii'<l, nnd tifleti spoaks of it in Wk oihtr 
EpUtles. He deelai-es, tliat " this u tUe wilt of 
t.'utl, eren ynur aanctificnimi." I ln"l (loiibit 
abunt iliis doctrine onee : but I was toiiviiicrf 
of ibe tiutti of it one day, wliile going tfifougk 
a wood. I saw two trees wbicii had been fellwl. 
One ut them imd been cut away to malie a ship, 
or )i colfin, or something else : bnt the */Knj//wai 
left In the ij^runnd, and young trees were again 
growing out uf tlie oli! one. Ah, thuui^lii !, 
this i^ like a miin wlio is jnstified. Tlie slimii 
vf liis evil nature remains, anil Crcsh evils spring 
ui> and trouble him. Well Sirs, I came to t\it 
otiicr tree. It was laid ujion tbeij'round, but tlie 
roots were siubbfd uj), so tliat it could not grow 
again. I said to myself, this tree is like a niM 
ill a sanctified state; the ftrings are cut which 
tied liim to the world ; and tlie earth is no longer 
about his roots ; " Ihe world ismicified" to him, 
and he " unto tlie world." \ got a fair view of 
the doctrine uf sauctifieation that day; and it 
was the Lord himself, that made use of these 
two trees to teach me what I desired to know. 
I sometimes compare religion to the best coin of 
the realm. First, there is repentance ; this may 
"^ compared to a seven shilling piece; tbougli 
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.Aere is but little of it, still it is good. Tbeu 
■ conu's pardun ; tlils is like hall' a guinea. Nexl 
.^conies Ruiictification: this is like a guinea. Now, 
^ho would be content with seven t:hilliiig.s, or 
kveu with half a guinea, when he might just as 
well Lave a whole guinea, by applying for it ? 
rt What a blessed world this will be, when the 
y^ristian chureh zealously contends for the 
^ctrine of Chri^iau huUne^f^ ! Nearly the 
iVhole of our natural disorders are owing to our 
:PD». If people were more religious, there 
grould not be so mneh need of doctors; and 
iprhen the luilleniiim comes, they may get a fresh 
^de ; for as there will then be no mure sin in 
jBle world, so there wrll be no mure pain or 
lijckuess. This state of bolinesa is not without 
^ trials. As yuu got into it by faith, yuu maj 
wgt out uf it by unbelief. Yuu must nut think, 
^iat the battle i^ ended, or the work is clone, 
l^hen you have stepped into this liberty of the 
^^peL No : you are to be 

" Prksebvku BtAMULKss." WlieM persccu- 
tioii or tribulation arises, whether from the devil 
or uian, do nut part with yuur MinctiAcalioii. Il 
will abide a sturui. Do oot slip iutu a state 
wliich is luott: dangerous, though nut to iitucb 
exposed ; and if yuu should lot^e your hold, strive 
to get it again. It sumetiiues happen*, in ft 
great battle, tbat a ji;trticular liuine or barn i» 
taken and retiikcii many liint-s in a day. J have 
lost lliis iiuiuetification different tiinet>, but I 
i«lw-ays gut it aj^aiu. 1 have Muflered a good deal 
fur »aiicU6catiuD. The devil ooee got hold of 
luc thuft' — A cunning luao catiie into lu)' abop 
uue day, aod asked me whul good 1 got by km(W 
lo lorefeakts sad other niectinK*, and whewer H 
Cc 
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trith Four I..r*.'i> to Mr. Bultenrorth ^BeDst>ii), bv wet of re- 
nvirk*. Ir >: •.■m> t!i!ir, uotwithstantlin": the art with which tliii 
■••i» i- f.ininil. .iml tin* mn-hinrry for r'rorurinerproselvtfs adoptcs! 
•> .. •:■_•-• :':.■ -ii. tin- ui.\v\-\ 11.'- iM<?'./.l away, and rlic enrhu^wsi 
:. :- ■■ .- 1. llviK'v -r.i: ^ .;•.-!..<< i> vvl:ir.;-a oil t><n :tit-.';. 
;.ri'i- ■•: - ■ ;.•• iM<l ■.!• o"l. ■;• aj>; .in'i'J ti» u'ivcit an a!i>^v.•c^!" "Tit 
Thir.i L • <t i- cliii'^y on j»ariu-u::ir i>ni\idonee. a most intricaw 
«u})j'':t, .III I «Mic that hMiiId luf irsMteil with the .'greatest caulh-. 
T'f.i-* '■> Mr. K\cr»'U"» i |/;ijii:u of it;'' — ..rul "to thirs .iiV-iuu". 
|K.'rh ij ^ jh» <»}»jt'rfi{iii c.iu he made." See a Review of WaL-ir- 
vrrij-Kr.- ( H'MTvatioris. 

Antijacouin Revikv.', .Sent. 1819. 

• h i> worthy of o})scrvation, that the tone of these wriun 

,.\nlija(*..l)ii» Reviewers) is, on the pre.sent oceasinn, e:jnsidcrablT 

'owered, nunjtared with wliat it has been on the .siibieet of 

Methodism. It is true, they are not yet very sparint; in the U5t 

of siieh staU' terms as sr/iism, heresy, and en'f huttiattm ; and haTi 

u..t torir<»tten their aeeusiomed practiee of liazardin«»' asscri.'Li 

without j)r')of. They have evidently, however, received Mr. 

F^erett's I><-tters under the feeling, that he \a a writer not to U 

.-cAted with thit low vulg.'.rity and eontempt which they iw« 

. r.c b^ situated to emph)y. ITiesc gentlemen at bit a n- 

.4e, Methodiat* hare some * able /wridtt' to employ 



PUBLMIIKD BY TUB flAMK AUTHOR. 

» di«iT dehnce. — Mr. Waicewright hinuelf, frDmliissulisei|U«Dt 
" ice, teems afraid to enter Uie field with Mr. ETrrett ; and h[| 
,_in «dmirei8, the Antijacobin Reviewers, endcaYOur to make tut 
ipnonrabie a retreat for hiia as existing ciroumbtancBa will admit. 
fkllie Letter on Frovideow, in wliich he (Mr. E.> leeniB to luiTe 
It his energies, and borne down upun his opponent lilte • 

t tDrrent, deYanUting and sweeping away hia nhole ajntcin. 

to TtMj t«i abort ; and we riae from it with a wisli tJiBt he hod en- 
' d further into the Bubject. Bia obaervationi on tliat abslruif 
ject are sams of them new, and not fntqnentl)' to be wet with] 
all of Ihera are striking and inlnreatiog.— To aaj nothing of 
(he excellent light in which he has placed several other eutgecU, 
jonniag a most eicallent defence of Scriptural Christianity, tb« 
i*Uer on Providence alone, justifies a publiention of Ihe work." 
Bte Oemirka on an Article in the Antijacobin Review. 
■^ Weslevan Metu. Mao. for Juljr, 1820. 

Historical Sketches of Wesleyan Method- 
i?ni, in Shcffielil and its Vicinity. Vol. I. 
Price 7s- 

" Sketcliea like Ihe present are quite new in Methodism. No 

^bIbt work of the kind, — so limited in the scene, jet so varied 

a extended in Ihe topics of its history ; so circomslantial and 

•■nte, yet combining so much of what is truly spiritual aai 

■ential with what is lecular and eitrinKool, — is perhaps to be 

land in the records of any religious body. — The preaeol volume 

Dmprises seventeen chaplerd, which give the History uf Method- 

Itn, chronologically, from its cnmmonccmcnt io 1740 to 1771. 

B the Preface is contained n very ingenious summary, and easj 

^ %iethod of compiling similar f^ketcbes, for the instruction of those 

who msy be inclined to engage in such undertakiugs. Among 

other private papers on the subject of religious experience, is a 

number of original letters from the pen of Mr. Wesley. The 

whole, we think, is executed in a spirited and pleasing manner, 

,juid with a talent and an industry which must obtain for the 

.Author the gratitude and commendation of his readers. To his 

■eniible and zealous writings the caui<e of Methodism has been 

treqaealiy indebted ; and we trust he will mret with cncouroge- 

,aient to hasten the ajmcarance of Lis second volume." 

Wesley AM Meth. Mag. Vol. i. T»iri Srna. 

" It does not appear to me that you could have pursued ■ 
'teore jndiciuus and effective plan. It is by such means alone, 
Hi«t the perishing arigioals uf Methodism can l>e recnvered and 
preserved. — With all my honri, I wish yon hajd a ireitlUttg earn- 
wntli'ii over Ihe whole cunnexion,, that you might glean up, on 
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1 » . •* I - . • r . 

r>. Wi-lt'vaii M«iho<lisiiii hi Mauciifiter a:.i.> 
\ iciiiilv. I 'art I. Ociavu. Price 5-. 

m 

.•'. "'H- I'll HUT \m|ii!hi' of" thi- kiiMl. • ^Ietb'»ii-:iii ::. >ir*i-.- '' 

• • '.'i li I't.i >u!I "I iitiiiu'nt> «»ii i'* j»riii«"ij']r«. f-.r. i u^rs. T. •.I.'- 
'-i.mI" »w MfiT thf rradrr. .•t--ur!ri2 him thi: !:.vt ^::.'~.' 

r , . li I.. Ill- !•• llir pn**!*!!! |'llbJir;i»i.^n. — With hi" cl:«ir-0'-'>" 

•■.". • \ .iinl |'llln^ y.viii »•! inijifivt- an«l rx'eiid the h!*:- r '■' 
^ti :i>.ii II. tin* aiitliiir hfi* airaiii jrititit-.l the rtrliii^":> ". -'-■ 
•« ■ . :ii .!i\ ilri iiN I'liul il'iruiiU'ni>, i!'»T it>> nri::rinjil than valiv.* 
*• j'.ii iiiii,« iij" \\\v w«irk. iiuli r:!. v.iil l^c toiaiid feculiarlv. ::; ' 

• \ .i.s\il\, iiitrrr>tiii:; l«i thnii wlm rf.>ii!e «iii the scene oi "-* 
■ I ! iJivi ; hut ui.iuy util-* ;u'riiuiifs will a* jirolitablv enzdiieli' 
.1' .11. ■..Ml III ilu" < !ir»"li.in «'liuri-h in L'l-neral, as those of any v. ■ 
< \. I ;ii( il \%iiik i\liii-ii (Ir^rrDii o the proe^ress iif the ifofpfls'' 
d-' i"i r iinui fur own hniiu> Nur will the >j irited stattme!::* 
%',.' v;,l!. i.'w- .•}-i r\.iiiiii:> lit' thr author suifer that ailentioat- 
.!. . .!.! \\ f wi>li r\rry >uii't'-- to liis undiTtaking : an'lr'far 

• '.'.I I'n.-int \itluinr i.- r«Mu'<':in'J, — which no one. jvtrvil-*. 
.. •'...•: 'iiM- «..• Ii.ip)>i)y uiit uj», — vcaiT iiiclineil to judee tL" *'w 

• :i I. n" .'f 111- rr-:i!i iii't', fii"-' in Shettit'ld. and then i:. M*:- 

..■ i »..'• :\ |:.\i.|. !!'i.ii. Ilr h.'is dr.nr :r;';.'.i - 
■ •■ • ->» f \1 ■■::in(li>!ii in iliiis dc-M«:i'*v. ; 
■«■• •■ : 'V"' «'.'■< "f ■• " principles, hy a niul*!'.'- ■ 

• . .. ■ ...'» . \i » I :••.:« n:^ "l" tl<rii- opiTati'»n, — oLt • : ' ■■ 

■ ^ ■•. : -- •'!> •• ..jj'IiiMl Id -niy sy-tom. wh . 
• ■ ' ■ «-i.^:-.-.i. ^^ I- hi)pr till- rt'uiaindt'r '■' ■ 

•• •• " ■• ' '•. ..•: ^ "'.ti'Mlii iVnMi "'•.(■ puhlic." 

\N I - I I \ NN M: I M. M \(,. \ .d. 7. Third :<erit\ 
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patible with Reasiin. By Daniel Isaac. Lo 
don. 12ino. Pp. 190. Price 4s. 

" The work si present nnder ooiiw u nlber of ui """""j 
cbsracter, ud is BOt irithoDI ■ caoEidenble pwtWB of mMraetiaL 
There is more of nit in the foriDer pwt ; asd more ottrgimiaU 
in the laner. Both the Head-Piece and the Helmet an writKa 
in the form of I EKalogue. curiedonat diSerenl time««adphcw ; 
bnt all in a caonected series, in which thi; prinf^pal f^Wftkers b^ 
labour, in a mo^t uninercifni manner, s poor fellow ik the nana 
of Phrenetic, who is represented u a public lectoier on the sci- 
ence of Phrenologj." 

Wesistah Mac. 1838. p- 25;. 

*' Hie introdiirtiDn is wrilten in ■ humourous slraio, ia wtucb 
jDAOj icrerc strokes of sarcastie ridicule may be found. The 
Biitbor then proceeds to argue, that changes, of the most deeidtd 
■, tike place in the moral history of man. which are aot 
fbUoved by anj corresponding alCetatioDS in the phjreifal struc- 
oFthehead. From IheseandBimilarlopics heinfrrs, that the 
^tended science is fallacious, and, though calculated to amuse, 
never furnish that criterion of character on which its claims 
to regard are foondcd ; that if followed through all its ramifica- 
tions, it will be found hostile to the general tenor of scripture, and 
tba.t on this account it is more worthy of diECOunteaance than of 
support. ' The Helmet' follows in a similar strain ; but instead 
of investi^ting the preten^ons of Phrenolt^; b; (he light oT 
revelation, the author cites it to appear before the bar of reason, 
and pointK oat man; inroDgruitiea which rtnder it eiceedingl; 
suspicious. In both these parte the writers have displayed much 
humour, much ingenuity, and much acuteuess. On many topics, 
the olyections against Phrenology appear Coo formidable to be 
jDTercome, and the reasoning and eiidence too strong to be fairly 
" G. 1S28. p. 375. 



mB. A Subject's Tribute in Memory of George 
the Third. 8vo. foolscap. 

" The poetry of Mr. Everett often eihibiCs the beat leatimeata 

■Mnd feelings, expressed with great energy. His poem in memory 

~)f Geor^ the Third is equally creditable to his head and heart." 

Caubkidqe QuAftTKBLv Retibw, Part HI. p. 99. 

The measure which the author has adopted, Tariea in each 

|f the pacta. The lines are smooth and harmonious. Honing with 

qqiareDt ease, without discovering either carelessness or affectation 

Wtu 1^ coanosition. Instead of entering into profound ipeculatiuns, 

■ Dd 
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■ad attoamtiBf to traee ths irUHe pheMMMa of Hfe to ttoie 
•eerot iprfaigi of aotiott wliidh llebvned ift dMp neenM^ 
luM bwHB ' to cttteh tiio ntuien ttfingf h tkojrow IntoflEriftnwt^ 
and to IdUow tbem to tlKMO diftaat oaBMqpaMOi ttid iMMi^ «mr 
w^SA tho oondMt oad wMMpla of priaoM nnl^ftll to oommmI 
•a eitoadiaf iaflMBoe. Tho aotoi oo«toiMMmy ■■orilotfn, iriJA 
■re wdl etlealatod to iMtroet •• wdl •• onM*** 

Im VKMIAL ]Ia«. te JvBOy 182$, 

9. Elijah ; being Tributary Verses, occasioned 
by Uie Death of the Rev. Joseph Benson. 

'*Af apoet* — |Mrlty and pietyofieBtinMHft m^ lie mM tote 
theddef mmetariftieioflilieoaqNMritioaa. OoearionaBf 
■amtedaBd dlAiae foUaityle, dM lota of metaphor 
ieadi him aetraj ;— 4wt wlMt k a poet wiliKMit 



piece, whJA wo thiakiioiiaMei fliegreetBrt merit, and whidihm 
pamed throadi two edraoae, ie aAort poemeatitaled ' KluamJ 
It ieonhrtobe lameated thet Oo ime teknt hM not beea oa- 
ployed etther oa iome n^oio popahr laliieet, or on the nilgiaJ, 
netoadof tiieoopji ae thoELuASof tt»BflilewDiildhaaBeHi 
■aljeet, and eeaioet akgiae pleeee peas iato obttriim with tti 
barid of the object* of oelebralioB." 

Cauwmxdve QOABTBBI.T BsTiaw, Furt IIL p. IM. 

10. Edwin; or Northambria's Royal Fugitive 
Restored ; a Metrical Tale of Saxon Times. 
Price 58. 

''It is a pleasant occarrence, In goiag dmrag^ our montUf 
datj of critidsm, to meet with a hard who neither gives himsdf 
the insolent airs of the profession, nor presents the whining petithia 
of the mere rhymester. Mr. Everett, whatever he may be beside, 
is, we are sure, a healthy, independent, honest, open-hearted 
individnal. The personal peculiarities of the poet may be said to 
characterise his poem — there is a frank, manly, and withal a moral 
terseness, so to speak, pervading the matter of almost every page. 
If there are occasionally harsh or prosaic Unes, tiiese faults we 
must say are frequently redeemed by ^yeanties equally conspicnons 
— ^if the mggedness of the versification is sometimes suited to the 
roughness of the scenery described, ever and anon we come upon 
a sweet and lovely thought, like those green and flowery spots, 
which, even amid the wilderness state of this island in Saxon times, 
drank the rain and imbibed the sunshine of heaven, however little 
they may have been noticed by Jien that trampled upon them." 

Imperial Mag. Feb. 1831. 
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"The Eubjeat of tLiE work is Edwin, Kin^ of Northumber- 
land, whn flourialied in the Beventh century. The rerootenesa of 
the period, the wildness of the eci^ner; and oiaiiners of those 
times, the ware in wMch ha was engaged, and his eventual con- 
version Co the Christian fitith, render it particular!} proper tor 
a ?oem. The Btory itself, apart from embellishment, is highly 
interesting and iostructive. By means of a variety nf incident 
and figurative eipreasion, the story will imprint upon the young 
mind an agreeable reeoUectiaa of an inCereBting period of British 

Wbsi-evah Maq. May, 1831. 

" This is a pleaeing and simple tale of the early times of our 
Saxon forefathers. It may be properly regarded as a religious 
Poem t and for the purity of sentiment it conUina, and for its 
animating representations of the power of Christian truth, we can 
cordially recommend it to our readers." 

Eclectic RkvieW, July, 1B31. 

I " ir Mr. Everett's muse have not in every instance soared to 

I QiBt height of Buoceas which has crowned tlie efforts of some pro- 

I feasional versifiers, she does not in any instance, throngh the pages 

before us, dip her wing in a single drop of that demoralizing 

influeDce which has so often and bo unhappily flowed from the 

imaginations of prouder and more prudent poets. In this attempt, 

most readers most admit he haa been successful — his pages (eeniing 

with graphic sketches of persons, and places, the archetypes of 

which are matters of historical record." 

. Sheffield Ibis, Feb. 15Ch, IS31. 

I ■ " The poem displays cansiderahle poetic talent, and contains 
aeveral beautifully-descriptive passages, all of which prove the 
KQthor'a deep acquaintance with (he moral and natural world, at 
wdl as Ma research in the early history of our country. It will 
daim H place in the library of every one who admires metrical 
tales illustrative of English history, Southey'a Madoc and other 
Doems of the same description have done mnch towards extending 
ittorical inquiry, and at the same time promoting the intellectu, ' 
I obaracter of the present age." 

Manchester CmtoNicLE, March 5, 1H31. 

" Many of the incidents in the poem are detailed in a spirited 
mer, particularly where Edwiu is in a perilous situation, while 
climbing the rocks in pursuit of aa eagle with its prey. His inCer- 
' w too, with the old hag, is deecribed with animation, and the 

acherouB attack made upon him by the ambassador of tlic Kiog 

m^t Weuoi." 

" MANCHESTEn TiuKB, March .") 
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" Mr. K. vritet nith ui amiable and enlightenal Awliig." 
MaKCHKBTEH Courieb. A)>ril I£, 1S31. 

■■ Mr. E. iiMiiot onl^ (truck the Ijre with the band of apost 
liDt the huart of ■ true Chriition liaa echoed to its evsrj <ibi» 
tiuo. I gruil in his c-ompositions there is an occaiional iHihWi 
but there i» » hooeslii and a frankneis, — there ia a JreqiM 
ulTeogth. — there ii ■ ronstiuit feeling, — there is onentue ^MOK 
i>r mankialiDcaa, whining and friTolitj. If he does not oAb 
brwililer un thn wings nf imagination — hia region ia the hiaM^ 
heai't ; and hi* poems are all heart, all eoul, oil aympath;. A 
mcaniag." 

Wilson's Lectures ok Pobhi. 

" Ktf bcM>t coDtains manj aweet dewHptiTC pssaa^i al 
itidiektet in th« author energies allied tn genius — if genius be, ■ 
wc believe it i», etroog feeling, and jud^eut, or that mo* » 
■summon nt all thinga, earni:«t common senae ; shall m ^i 
Smpas'ioiieil wtMlom ? The actiaii is neither long, nor coiii|it>- 
ca[«d, thrli«ro of the hiitor; being introduced episodicillT, uL 
m> Uilnk, with «kill." 

Athenjiitm, Oct. 15, 1B3I 

" Wlul chamui lu most in the volume before ns, ia lit 
bonest, independent, Datnral tone which it breathes. Tiat ll 

not tht Eliadow of straining or affectation ; there is the ^udIbE' 

^lagf unil harmony of the nineteenth .—Edwin ia an interst- 
ing tale ; abounding in passngea of great beauty, and fi" 
poetry ; smd although its merits are unequal, you cannot op 
the loiunie without meeting Eome stanzas, which from tifti 
fre'hni^.-'S of feehng, and natural description, we pemae with ilu 
plejisuri.' of meeting an old friend, whose very face retaindf oiJ 
sunny yiiuth, Mr. Everett ia evidently a poet of nature') on 
making ; ht possesses power, seDsihihty and feeling, withaurp 
thai Heals piii'try from every slimb, and from every scene." 

Bbbwick AnvBBTiKKB, April 14, 1833. 

" James Everett's ' Edwin,' has t>Ben some lime before U» 
public. It contains eome sweet descriptions, und is uneiccp 
tionahlc in its moral tendencies ; but it is not altogether lo our 
tosle. The promise, however, of better things, which it laii 
to us, tils b^n already more than fulfilled iu his later produ. 
tions ; and if wbal we bear of them is true, not only must ' batiii 
profane' lower their ears, hut the ' players on the harp of DaviJ' 
humlik' Iheiusi'lveR." 

Mo.-iTHLT Magazine, Dec, 1832. 
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11. The Reign of Terror; the Sacred Grove; 
and other Poems. Octavo foolscap. Price 4s. 

** We trust that Mr. Everett and Mr. Wood, who have pro- 
cured for Manchester a place among the seats of the sons of song, 
will meet with the encouragement which their laudable attempts 
to subserve the cause of religion deserve." 

Liverpool Albion, Aug. 20, 1832. 
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